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There is again a Jamdani revelution after 70
years. Since hawub Salimullah's introduction of
coloured Jamdani and experiment with combin-
ing one thread of silk woven with ene thread of
cotton to make new motils and designs suiting
the trends of thos ‘riods, this legendary
handloom mmaineﬁwd up in a particular
pattern. Today Nasr®n Akhter, an enlerprising,
rebellious woman has brought a change in the
customary rules of Jamdani, to be used only as
wearing apparels.

She has made Jamdani washable, she
brought the count of threads down to 20/20
from the usual 80/ 100, 60/80, 60/40. "This was
something | could not achiceve overnight.
Entering the weavers' colony in Demra was an
accomplishment itsell. They are very much
stubborn, they cannot adjust to a single thread
of change easily. These weavers are skilled be-
yond imaginatiop but they cannot think of anﬁ—
thing other than the set rules, 1 worked straight
for 11 months with them, absolutely at the
ground level, changing and rebuilding every
count and every rules. | have preshrunk the ma-
terial, which makes it washable, allowin
Jamdani handloom a wider perspective,
Nasreen said.

"Jamdani takes your breath away no doubt. It
holds the same attraction for both foreigners and
us, and | thought of using this quality in a wider
varicty of ways. Keeping ils authenticity in tact, |
have tried to launch the [irst commercial project
for interfor decoration houschold fabries, based
on Bangladesh's renowned Jamdanf handloom
craft.”

"While maintaining, that Jamdani handloom
is one of the country's most valuable handi-
crafts, | realized that the potential to develop and
utilize this craft to greater commercial advantage
remains unexplored. And so to put to use this
extraordinary skill and talent ol our people for
our economic development, we cannot remain
satisficd mercly on past glorics. By making a
breakthrough in hand weaving technology this
new textile will be available for marketing within
the country and later abroad,” Nasreen informed
enthusiastically.

This material {s pure cotion, pre-shrunk, and
its fast colours are guaraniced. Woven iIn tradi-
tional technique with modilied loom, this is no
less in demand compared with traditional sa-
rees. And with a touch from the sure hands of
Nasreen this material ts bound to find a place of
its own in peoplcs home. [3¢d spreads, cushion
covers, table clothes and mats. sofa bags and
covers, even curtains, everything is being or-
dered and made in 'Jam Naski." Nasrcen's siudio
in Dhanmondi.

"Jam Naski is not a sales centre, it is more like
my studio, everything that 1 made possible are
displayed here, 1 came into production this
January and | have already madec Aarong and
Karupanni my sales outlets. My basic goal is the
market beyond Bangladesh, to export such
items.”

"In fact this idca crossed my mind when a
Japanese [riend moaned that the Jamdani has
its limitations because it is used only as sarce.
Then | thought of expanding its range. It is really
very much fnmuraginﬁ‘, that 1 have availed of a
chance in the July '94 Exhibition of
Commonwealth Institute in London,” Nasreen in-
formed proudly.

“l have approached the civil aviation depart-
ment to encourage my products in its executive
classes, I also have plans to approach our Prime
Minister to use Jamdani interior decoration fab-
ric in her offices. These will definitely add colour
and glamour to our already proud Jamdani
market,” Nasreen said.

An intelligent, hard working woman Nasreen
informed "Our weavers arc the oncs responsible
for such classic products, but they are the most
exploited and deprived in the busincss. | have 10
looms where 20 weavers work simultaneously
and ] have Lal Miah, my overseer, to look alter
their welfare. | have employed Lal Miah on a
regular basis so that he cannot exploit my
weavers, These exploitations have brought down
the Jamdani quality. Today weavers are using
nylon instead of silk in sarces.”

“This is because when a sarce is completed,
by a certain group, the Sarder (supervisor) re-
sponsible for their commercial stake buys it for
only Tk 300. Then he comes to biﬁ sales centres
here and sells it for Tk 1500 and they in their
turn tag it for nothing less than Tk 3500."

Weavers are never allowed to come to Dhaka,
such exploftation and injustice are bound 1o
hamper their work. The end buyers are ignorant
of quality and under the circumstances the
weavers give a damn 1o qmﬂiti(,
counts. Since Jamdani's evolution six hundred
ycars ago from the famed muslin, its glamour
and history remained attraclive to everyone
around the globe. Actually it is a Persian word as
is also the word Jamewar [brocaded silk) and
both these words were derived from Farsi word
Jam-dar describing flowers or embellished de-
signs. The Jamdani became H}UHII{{ famous
along with the even more cxquisite
Dhaka’ since the 12th century.

It is a pity that this glamorous handloom with
such a proud history and tradition should de-
generate in the hands of contriving, profit-mon-
gers.,

Metropolitan

World Population
Day Sunday

World Population Day '93
will be observed in Bangladesh
as elsewhere in the world on
Sunday. The day is observed to
create public awareness about
population problems through-
oul the world, says a press re-
lease.

In observance of the day
Bangladesh 2000, an NGO, in
cooperation with the United
Nations Information Centre
(UNIC} in Dhaka will organise a
discussion meeting at the cen-
tre premises at 4:00 pm.

Chowdhury Kamal I[bne
Yusuf, Minister for Health and
Family Wellare will attend the
occasion as chief guest. Alamgir
M A Kabir, Former Advisor to
the President and S K Alok,
Country Director of UNFPA will
be the special guests. Dr M R
Khan, Research Direclor of
BIDS will present the key-note

paper.

Workshop on
social science
research ends

A six-day workshop on Fa-
culty Devclopment: Capacity
Building in Social Science
Research concluded here yes-
terday, stressing the need for
country's greater interaction
with outside world to develop
understanding in a variety of
ficlds, reports UNB.

It announced the formation
of "The Akhtar Fazhur Rahman
Research Initiation Fund,”
which will provide opportunity
for young faculty to be creative,
to show initiative and to be en-
thusiastic in what they do.

The concluding session was
followed by distribution of cer-
tificates among the participants
at a simple function in a local
hotel.

The workshop was organised
jointly by American Institute of
Bangladesh Studies (AIBS) and
Centre for Development
Research, Bangladesh (CDR.B).

Presided over by Dr Mizanur
Rahman Shelley Chairman of
CDRB, the function was ad-
dressed, among others, by Dr
Syedus Rahman, Dr Irne
Johnston Petrick of AIBS, Kim
Hunter of Asia Foundation and
Olivia P Hilton of USIS, Dhaka.

Director General of Bangla-
desh Ma nt Development
Centre Abu Hena attended the
function as chief guest.

All villages to be supplied
with electricity by 2005

All the villages in the country
will be supplied with electricity
by the year 2005 through the
Rural Electrification Board,
parllament was informed yes-
terday, reports UNE.

Replying to Abdul Matin
Khasru (AL), Energy and
Mineral Resources Minister Dr
Khandaker Mosharral Hossain
said already 11,932 villages
have been covered by power
supply.

He told Mohammad Abu
3akr (Jamaat) that 321 thanas
out of total 460 have been
brought under power supply
projects by the Rural Electri-
fication Board.

The Minister said 5,500
kilometre power lines have been
constructéd in rural Bangla-
desh during the last fiscal year.
Another 6,000 km lines will be
consiructed this year.

Replying to another question
from Begum Matia Chowdhury
(AL), Dr Hossain said 41,730 il-
legal power connections in
Dhaka Metropolitan city were
disconnected in 1992-93.
Another 20,810 connections
were snapped in the city for
non-payment of outstanding
electricity bills,

The written questions, which
stood in the names of Awami
League and Jatiya Party mem-
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o Required

® The British Council

® wishes to expand its

® Teaching Centre, and is
® ]ooking for good quality
® premises in the

® Dhanmondi or Eskaton
® area to rent on a long
1® term lease. We need a
|® minimum of about 7000

bers, were proxied either by
treasury or Jamaat members as
the former two opposition par-
ties abstained from the House.

DECLARATION

® for classrooms
- : approximately 20' x 20’

e If you have premises
@ which might be suitable,

e Couneil, PO Box 161,
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Biswas stresses
need for
self-employment

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday stressed that
self-employment opportunities
should be created by the vari-
ous deyelopment-oriented and
welfare organisations operating
in different areas of the coun-
try, reports UNB.

He was talking to a 10-
member delegation of the
Universal Development Socicty
of Jessore, which called on
him at Bangabhaban in the
morning.

The President said that the
government had been striving
hard to increase employment
opportunities in the rural areas
by disbursing loans for setting
up poultry and dairy farms.

He asked the people to take
full advantage of this pro-
gramme for enhancing their
income.

President Biswas urged the
members of the delegation to
motivate the people in general
and the educated youths in
particular to engage them-
selves in income generating
work without depending on
the government for jobs.

Earlter, the executive direc-
tor of the society M Abul
Kashem explained their activi-
ties which include eradication
of illiteracy, vocational tramn-’
ing, encouraging family savings
and family planning.
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58 JU teachers
concerned
over BIDS

situation

By Staff Correspondent

Fifty-eight teachers of the ¢

Jahangirnagar University have
expressed their concern over
prevailing situation at the
Bangladesh Institute of
Development studies (BIDS).

In a statement yesterday
they sought government's inter-
vention to resolve the persisting
deadlock at the institution and
restore its im character.

The statement said that the
institution should be saved for
the sake of national interest.

Graduation
parade held

CHITTAGONG, July 8: the

graduation parade marking
commissionin

Navy was held at the naval
academy Parade Ground at
Patenga here this morning, re-
ports BSS.

Rear Admiral Mohammad
Mohaiminul Islam, Chief of the
Naval Stalf, reviewed the
smartly turned-out parade and
took salute at the impressive
march past. He also distributed
awards among the outstanding
midshipmen, an ISPR press rg-
lease said.

Midshipman MHT Mondal
was adjudged the best all round
midshipman and was awarded

the trophy of Chief of Naval .

i®ccived the Osmani Gold Medal
uring highest mark in aca-
dedlic subjects.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chiefl of the Naval Stafl urged
the newly commissioned officers
to attain at high standard of

fessional competence thro-
ugh continuous training, devo-
tion to duty and steadfastness.

The colorful parade was wit-
nessed among others by the lo-
cal area commander of the
Bangladesh Army Major Gene-
ral Mohammad Azizur Rahman,

Slaff. Meanwhile Omar H!’mﬁ'lrl

the
of a batch of
midshipmen of the Bangladesh

LPARAMIIT SINGH VOHRA S/O |
LATE MANMOHAN SINGH
VOHRA HAVE THROUGH AFF
DAVIT SWORN BEFORE THE
NOTARY PUBLIC, BANGL/
DESH, EMBRACED THE F
GION ISLAM, HENCEFORTH, 1
SHAIL BE KNOWN AS
MOHAMMAD AMINUL ISLAM.
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WE REMEMBER TODAY

WE REMEMBER WITH FOND
MEMORIES, OUR MOTHER,
MRS. AYESHA AZIZ,
FOUNDER- CHAIRMAN,
RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND
HEALTH CENTRE
FOUNDATION, ON HER

$TH DEATH ANNIVERSARY.

(P
MAY HER SOUL REST IN ETERNAL PEACE.

DR.NAJMA RIZVI
MAJ. GEN. NURUL ISLAM (RETD.)
MOHAMMED IQBAL AZIZ
HABIBUR RAHMAN SANNIL

@ pleaSe contact the Office
o Manager at The British

Council

® Registered in England asa charity No 28131 :

®* Accommodation

® square feet, and provision

DHAKA UNILVERSITY: Applications are
| invited for a post of Assistant-cuam-Typist in the
| office of the Director, Student Counselling and
Guidance in the scale of Tk 1200-60-1620-EB-65-
2335/and other allowances as admissible under
| the rule. Candidate must have passed at least HSC

art of type writing in Bengali 25 and English 35
| words per minute. Preference will given to the
| departmental experienced candidate.

| Candidate’s age should be between 20 years

and 30 years.

Application on plain paper stating full
| particulars with a Bank Draft/Pay Order of the
| value of Tk 10 (ten) in favour of the Registrar,
| Dhaka University should reach the Director of
| Student Counselling and Guidance on or before

| examination and should have knowledge in the
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