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Tansu Ciller — first lady Prime
Minister of Turkey

Arshad-uz Zaman writes from Istanbul

Tansu Ciller, 47 year old
Istanbul born graduate of Bos-
phorus University and having

prises waiting 1o be privatised.
She has promised o tackle
PTT and particularly Tcleco-
mmunication first. We in

torate in economies in  Bangladesh are familiar with

graduate studics inclu-
mhc
the US,

is a totally new phe-
in Turkish politics.
lady .
was until two
ef econo-
in Istanbul,
Suleyman Demirel
her into politics at
of elections ncarly
years ago. made her the
economy and now
first woman Prime

of Turkey.
rise is no

Middle Easl, a rcgion
where male domination is still
a way of lifc. Madame Ciller
rose to this exalted office by
defeating formidable male
candidates in a leadership con-
test within her True Path Party
(DYP), with overwhelming
male votes. She has formed the
50th cabinet of the Turkish

ublic composed of mem-
::?- of her party and the
coalition partner led by the
Deputy Prime Minister Erdal
Inonu, a professor like her.
Whereas Inonu has retained all
the previous members in the
new cabinet, Ciller has made
sweeping changes within her
own party, where only three
ministers have survived from
the previous cabinet.

Tansu Ciller arrives at the
head of government, when
Turkey faces grave internal
and external problems. Inter-
nally her most pressing pro-
blem is inflation, running at
more than 65% which succes-
sive Turkish governments have
failed to bring under control.
She has been responsible for
economy in the Demirel gov-
ernment and she will be ex-
pected to address this prob-
lem first. Her party is commil-
ted to privatisation and Turkey
has numerous slalc cnter:

this problem and here In
Turkey it is not much diller-

mother of ent. Another pressing problem

is the very recent resumption
of terrorist activities by the
Kurdish leadership (PKK)] in
the south-cast of Turkey. A

- had gone into eflect
myl{:u months ago and the

government ol Prime  Minister

_PROFILE

Sulcyman Demircl had heaved
a sigh of rclicf. A little over a
month ago when the stage ap-
peared sct for a hisloric rec-
onciliation between the Kurds
led by Abdullah Ocalan and
Turkey, the process was
derailed by fresh outburst of
violence. PKK terrorist activi-
tes have once again mounted
at an alarming pave. Prime
Minister Ciller will have to de-
vote attention to this urgent
problem.

. In the foreign aflairs [ficld,
Azerbaijan undoubtedly, is at
the top of the agenda. Since
the emergence of the Turkic
Republics in Central Asia and
the Caucasus, Turkey has
plunged hcadlong in lorging
relations with thtir kith and
kin. Azc¢rbaijan and particularly

G-7 summit in Tokyo
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was now confident of a conclu-
sion (o the Uruguay Round,
which should have becn com-
pleted in December 1990, by
December 15, this year. ¥

Responding to reporters
questions, he added. No win-
ners, nor losers. We all won.’

French officials were less
cuphoric about the agreement,
calling it mostly procedural
and saying it failcd to go very
far towards salisfying Europecan
demands for open markets.

The four trading powers
reached agreement on 18 dil-
ferent sectors.

The pact includes eliminat-
ing tariffs on eight of those
sectors—pharmaceuticals,

medical equipment, construc-
tion equipment, stecl, farms

equipment. furniture, becr and
distilled spirits.

It also cuts peak tarifls by
up to 50 per cent in four oth-
ers— ceramics, glass, textiles
and apparel,— Kantor said.

British Prime Minister John
Major said the trade pact
meant that 85 per cent of a
possible GATT agreement was
now in place,

(Earlier Story on Page 6]

Like Kanlor, Major looked
at the hard-won agreement in
domestic political terms. llc
said the deal could creale con-
ditions for the creation of
more than 2,50,000 jobs in
Britain over the next 10 years.

Earlier, Japanese Prime
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa
greeled his fellow G-7 leaders
in Tokyo's French-style Aksaka
Palace amid one of Tokyo's
tightest-ever security opera-
tions.

There were two bomb at-
tacks outside the capital today,

tly the work of leftists
who have vowed to disrupl the
G-7 gathering. No one was in-
jured.
Yet to appear at the summit
is President Boris Yeltsin of
non-G-7 Russia, which secks a
higher profile in world coun-
cils.

Yeltsin, who is due in Tokyo
tomorrow, will face renewed
pressure in talks with Clinton
over Moscow's sale of missile
technology to India.

However, the Uniled States
signalled today that it was
ready to act quickly Lo remove
Cold War restrictions on trade
with Russia and urged’ its
Western allies to do the same.

G-7 leaders also agreed to-
day on the broad outlines of a
controversial US dollar 2 bil-
Hon fund to help Russia re-
structure and privatise state
industries, French Economy
Minister Edmond Alphandery

said.
Asked by reporters if the

ministers had agreed on the
fund, which the United States

has backed in the face of oppo-
sition [rom other G-7 coun-
trics, Alphandery said, "On the
broad outline, but not on the

details.”
Meanwhile France and
Japan are to launch an initia-

tive at the Tokyo summit to
help developing countries, a

senior French official at the °

summit told French radio to-

The official Anne
Lauvergeon, who acted as a so-
called “Sherpa” in preparing
the summit of leaders from the
Group of Seven nations, did
not provide details.

Dinner table
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the Austria-Hungary Empire
and create Yugoslavia, the
Japanese officials said.

"When any discussion on
Yugoslavia starts, there is no
end to it,” Miyazawa said aller
the dinner, the Japanese official
said. '

It was the first informal din-
ner meeting to be held during a
G-7 summit part ol a new ar-
rangement to simplify the meet-
ing.

The leaders briefly discussed
the need for strengthening the
United Nations.

"Without men and money,
the Untied Nations would turn
into just and ethical body with-
out muscle for enforcing order,”
the official quoted Miyazawa as

saying,
Jamaat resents
Azam’s internment

By Staff Correspondent

The central body of the
Jamaat-c-Islami, Bangladesh
expressed {ls resentment over
the prolonged internment of
its leader Golam Azam and said
that the rnment was defy-
ing the rule of law and flouting
human rights.

The Majlis-e-Shura of the
Jamaat, on the inaugural day of
a three-day session yesterday,
expressed its opinion that the
government should have had
set Azam free following the
High Court's verdict restoring
his citizenship.

The secssion, presided over
by the acting Ameer Abbas Ali
Khan, warned the government
of "ominous consequences”™ for
its activities against democ-
racy, human rights and the
rule of law and demanded im-
mediate releasec of Golam
Aram.

President Ebulfeyz Elcibey has
occupied a special position in
her scheme of things, both
emotionally and practically.
Azerbaijan is the gate lo
Central Asia I.I.";: in her
ipcline politics occupies
:E:y position. Azerbaijan has
been locked in a long war with
her historical enemy Armenia

and has been steadily losing
ground. President Elcibey may
have nourished the lorlorn

hope that Turkcy would bail
him out. Turkcy, which has
been attempting to forge rela-
tions with all of them within
the Black Sea Co-operation
Agreement, has been making
strenuous ellorts to bring the
warring parties to the negoti-
ating table.This she has tried
singly, in co-operation with
Russia and the US and within
the [ramework ol Europcan
Security Arrangement. With
the overthrow ol Elcibey.
Turkey has lost her most valu-
able ally. Prime Minister Ciller
will have to tackle this prob-
lem as a maltter ol priority.

At 47, Tansu Ciller belongs
to the new gencration, which
is taking over the reins ol
power from the hands of the
generation of Demirel, 700 A
total newcomer to politics
with the added novelty of be-
ing female, Ciller will have to
consolidate her position within
the party. Outside her own
party,. her challenger is Mesut
Yilmaz, nearly her age, lormer
Foreign Minister and Prime
Minister of Turkey and now
head of another rightist party
Motherland Party (ANAP) and

l.eader of Opposition in the
Parliament. ANAP was founded
by the late President Turgut
Ozal

This latest development in
the political landscape of
Turkey has lelt the average
Turk a little breathless. It will
be [ascinating to watch what
kind of lcadership is provided
by this first ever lady Prime
Minister of Turkey.

Sharif back

home

ISLAMABAD, July 7: Pakis-
tan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil returned home today af-
ter attending the second sum-
mit of the Economic Cooper-
alion Organization (ECO) in
Turkey, reports Xinhua.

In the summit, held on July
6 and 7 in Istanbul, Nawaz
Sharif represented Pakistan and
expressed his country's views
on issues confronting the
Muslim world.

In addition to Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Turkey, Iran and
six central Asian countrics also
participated in the meeting.

Nawaz Sharil, who left for
the ECO meeting on July 5, had
a stop over in Iran and held
talks with Iranian President Ali
Akbar Hashmi Ralsanjani.

Bodies
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company with its head office in
llong Kong and Ranjan Chopra
operated Tandem Merchandi-
sing with headquarters in New
Delhi. Both represented their
parent companies and had
been based in Dhaka for some
years.

Sanjay Singh arrived in
Dhaka recently from Hong
Kong and had applied for a
work permit to set up an office
in Bangladesh.

All three were on their way
to Chittagong in connection
with garments inspection and
purchase when the Nissan
Patrol jeep in which they were
travelling collided head-on
with a bus near Chouddagram,
killing them on the spot.
Hanif, their local driver, was
. also killed.

Chouddagram police has
impounded the bus, reportedly
belonging to ‘Hanif
Enterprise’. "

The autopsies were carried
out at the Comilla Sadar
lHospital and the bodies of the
Indians were brought to Dhaka
on Tuesday and are being pre-
served at the ICCDR, B
Hospital.

Earlier, the body of Hanif
was sent to Chandpur to be
buried at his village home.
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of unemployed people growing everyday, such sights

of unserupulous manipulators cashing in on people s frustrations by promising jackpots at 5u¢j:h
rigged roadside roulettes are quite common in this busthing city. —Star photo by AKM Mohsin

.Opposition to struggle
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the probe body on Tuesday in
the backdrop of a [aflure by the
treasury and Opposition ben-
ches to reach an agreement on
the terms of reference ol the
proposed committee,

Briefing newsmen alfter the
walkout yesterday evening
Samad Azad, acting Leader of
the Opposition said that the

government had indulged in
various types of corruption and

the Opposition would definitely
substantiate its allegations.
Although they. too, walked
oul, no Jamaal representalive
was present in the joint briefing
held at the Pariament chamber *
of Samad Azad. Communist
Party MPs were absent In both
the House and the briefing.
Describing the chair's re-
mark Tuesday that the proposal
for the probe body ‘dies a natu-
ral death’" as unfortunate,
Samad Azad told newsmen that
this was a turning point in the
history of Parliamentary democ-
racy in the country. Samad
Azad, demanding the probe
committee be allowed to func-
tion, said the Speaker could notl

HSC examinees held
for assaulting
invigilators

FENI, July 7: Police arrested
five HSC examinees from their
houses ecarly today for alleged
involvement in the assault on
cight invigilators of two HSC
examination centres in Feni

district on Tuesday, reports
UNB.

Parshuram police, in a six-
hour raid from midnight
Tuesday night, arrested the five
HSC examinees of Parshuram
Government College centre un-
der the Anti-Terrorism Act.

The arrested are Kamaluddin
of village Noapara, Shahabu-
ddin of Madhya Dhonikunta,
Aminul Karim of Kalapara,
Mainuddin Suman of Purba
Aloke and Abdur Rahim
Bhuiyan of West Anantapur in
Parshuram thana.

rule out formation of such a
committee since the proposal
for the body was the 'property of
the House.'

"A property of Parliament
cannot die unless the House it-
selfl decided s0,” the Opposition
leader argued.

The Opposition leaders pre-
sent in the joint bricfing in-
cluded Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury of the Jatiya Party,
Rashed Khan Menon of the
Worker's Party (WP), Shahjahan
Siraj of the Jatlya Samajtantrik
Dal (JSD), Suranjit Sengupta of
the Ganatantri Party ([GP) and
Maulana Obaidul lluq of the
I1slami Oikya Jote (10J).

All of them belicved that the
committee still existed and
would function as per the
country's Constitution and the
Rules of Procedure of Parlia-
ment.

A few Opposition leaders,
including Samad Azad, Moham-
mad Nasim and Suranjit
Sengupla, questioned the neu-
trality of Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali and said that he had
“joined the autocratic designs of
the government led by Begum
Khalcda Zia.”

Tofael Ahmed said that he
had been left with no option bul
lo question the integrity of the
Spcaker.

“He has done injustice to me
by limiting the area of investiga-
tions of the proposed probe

Tofael also announced that
he had enough materials right
now to substantiate his allega-
tions against the Irrigation
Ministry and the minister con-
cerned.

. JP leader Mizan Chowdhury
, cxpressing solidarity with
Samad Azads views, said,
“Even according to the eriminal
procedure of the country, it was
the government's responsibility
to -convincingly refute Oppo-
sition allegation of corruption |
against it.”

The JP leader alleged that
the ruling party had adopted a
‘bad tactic’ so that the commit-
tee could not [unclion.

‘Opposition walks out

See Pagi; 12 Col 4
gation be widened because
they realise they wouldn't be
able to substantiate the original
allegations.”

On Samad Azad's remarks
against the Speaker's neutral-
ity, Prof Chowdhury observed
that it would have been more
decent and fair {f the
Opposition had raised such
questions in the presence of
Shaikh Razzak Ali himself.

Deputy Speaker llumayun
Khan Panni, who was chairing
the sessidn, also approved Prol
Chowdhury's observation on
the {ssue. .

Worker's Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon,
Ganatantri Party MP Suranjit
Sengupta and Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal(JSD)} MP
Shahjahan Siraj joined the
Awami League-led walkout.

The Jatiya Party (JI),
Jamaat-e-1slami, Bangladesh
and Islami Oikkya Jote (IOJ]
also staged walkouts sepa-
rately,

JI’ leader Mizanur Rahman

Chowdhury, Jamaat Ileader
Matiur Rahman Nizami and the
Solitary 10J legislator Maulana
Obaidul Huq, while separately
explaining their reasons bc-
hind the protest said, it was
the ruling party which had
frustrated the move for consti-
'tutjng, the probe committec.

The treasury bench never
intended to form the commit-
tee, they alleged.

The demand for a probe
commitltee was raised in
Parliament on June 26 follow-
ing Awami League MP Tofael
Ahmed's allegations of irregu-
larities in the Ministry of
Irrigation and Minister Mafjid-
ul-llag's challenge to the AL
MP to prove the charges.

Majid-ul-Huq had also pro-
poscd that a parliamenlary
body be constituted to examine
Tofael's claims and the opposi-
tion welcomed the proposal.

Spcaker Shaikh Razzak Al
then announced in the House

on June 27 that a commilice
would be formed.

KABUL, July 7: Heavy gun-
fire broke the Kabul calm this
morning, bul did not disrupt
high-level talks, as Defence
Ministry troops reportedly fired
on guerillas of a Shi'ite Muslim
faction, reports AFP.

High-level leadership talks
were taking place in the capital
at the time.

Two passengers in a bus
were wounded by mortar fire at
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71 a Southwest Kabul frontline
round about, in shelling that
lasted more than one hour, said
Shi’ite laction Hezb-1-Wahdat
guerillas based near Lthere,

"We got strict orders not to
retaliate with heavy weapons, to
stay in our bunkers and to be
patient”, said Wahdat comman-
} der Nawabi.

Heavy gunfire in Kabul

"You can feel the barrels of
our weapons, and you can sec
they are cold, which means we
have not used them”, Nawabi

+ said.

He said all the firing was
coming from central city moun-
tain tops manned by troops of
the Shoora-[-Nazar faction loyal
to the former defence minister
Ahmed Shah Masood

"Shoora-l-Nazar is trying to
sabotage the talks between our
leaders”, the commander said.

Wahdat leader Abdul Alj
Mazari was hosting a mecting
with former pro-communist
militia warlord General Abdul
Rashid Dostam at heavily
guarded private residence near
Wahdat's west Kabul headquar-
ters. when the shelling took

place,

Dostam, on leaving the four-
hour meeting with Mazari, did
not express any surprise about
the shelling, but admitted it
could have been dcliberately

sla in an atlempt to intimi-
date those gathered for the

talks.

“There may exist some dirty
hands which are trying to sabo-
tage our meeting”, said Dostam.

The four-star general, who
heads his own politary front
called the National Islamic
Movement of Afghanistan
(Junbish), told journalists he
had not come to Kabul to dis-
cuss military alllances but to
try to establish a permanent
ceasefire in the war-ravaged

Afghan capital.

her haircuts

TOKYO, July 7: US First
Lady Ilillary Rodham Clinton is
getting a cut rate on her hair
cuts — leaving a stylist who
charges more than US dollar
200 a trim for someone who
costs US dollar 17 a clip, re-
ports Reulter.

Mrs Clinton brought her
new-found hairstylist with her
from Washington for President
Bill Clinton's first economic
summit with world leaders.

Sylvan Melloul of the Visage

' Express in Washington flew to

Tokyo on board Air Force One
and f{s staying in the US
Embassy as a guest of the
President, officials said.

Shortly after becoming First
Lady, Mrs Clinton flew to New
York to get her hair done by
Christophe, the expensive
stylist to Holl stars,

A White llouse official said
Mrs Clinton had made the
switch because “she likes the
way her hair looks now.”

Two hundred dollars was
the price tag for Hillary's hus-
band when he had a trim on
Air Force One when it was
parked at Los Angeles Airport,
generating widespread criti-
cism.

Landslides kill
40 in Nepal

KATHMANDU, July 7. More
than 40 people were killed in
landslides following torrential
painfalls in three villages east

of here, Nepalese Home
Ministry officials said today,
reports AFP.

Of the eighteen people
swept away on Tuesday in the
landslide at Lame Danda, 290
kms (180 miles) east of

Kathmandu, only four bodies
were recovered.

In Barneswore and Rampur
villages, the bodies of 22 peo-
ple were recovercd after being
buried alive Tucsday night
while they were asleep, the
Home Ministry officials added.

Rescue works has been car-
ried out ta see il any of the
victims is alive, ollicials said.

Rao's aide
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Rao's two-year-old administra-
tion.

Mirdha, briefing reporters af-
ter the stormy JPC session, said
none of the 30 commiittee mem-
bers had demanded Rao be
summoned to appear belore the
committee.

Rao has said he would ap-
pear before the JPC if called.
Mehta has been accused of si-
phoning public funds in con-
junction with a coterie of un-
scrupulous bankers to illegally
play the stock market.

The JPC has blamed four
foreign and five Indian banks,
financial institutions, the
Finance Ministry and stockbro-
kers for backing the huge
swindle which surfaced in April
last year triggering the crash of
Indian markets.

Tens of thousands of in-
vestors were turned into virtual
paupers when the bubble burst,
prompting a complex hunt for
the perpetrators of the huge
fraud.

On Tuesday Indian Finance
Minister Manmohan Singh de
fended himself, in a press in
lerview, against accusations
that he failed to act in time Lo
check the scam.
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Mudslides kill 7 in Japan

TOKYO, July 7: Seven peopic died and cleven others in-

jured today as mudslides caused by

torrential rains swept

a record

through Kagoshima on the southern tip of Kyushu, Japan's
dumped

main southern fsland, police said. Storms

31 5em (13 inches) of rain over 15 hours beginning early this

lire said, reports Reuter.

morning, triggering about 60 mudslides in Kagoshima city,
| 000 km (820 miles) south of Tokyo, and nearby towns, po-

- US to remove restrictions

on trade with Russia

TOKYO, July 7: The United States signalled today that it
was ready to act quickly to remove major Cold War restrie-
tions on trade with Russia and urged its western allies to do
the same. “We believe that the relationship between Russia
and the G-7 (indusirial nations) has crossed a threshold, a
senfor US official told reporters that is dealing with a long-
term sirategic opportunity to back a wioner rather than just
irying to rescue a loser,” reports Reuter.

Refusal to allow cameras at missile sites

WASHINGTON, July 7: lraq
faces serfous consequences if it
persists in its refusal to allow
cameras to be installed at mis-
sile sites by UN weapons in-
speciors, a State Department
spokeswoman said on Tuesday,
quoting UN statement. reports
Reuter,

The spokeswoman, Sondra
MeCarty, noted a UN Security
Council statement (ssued on
June 18 that said 'serifous con-
sequences would result if Iraq
did not comply’ with the inspec-
tors "decisions”.

She told reporters President
Bill Clinton has publicly sup-
ported this decision.

A UN arms team pulled out
ol Baghdad on Monday alter
failing to persuade the govern-
ment to heed a Security Council
demand that it allow the cam-
eras (o be installed.

The State Department has
previously described Baghdad's
refusal to allow the cameras to
be installed as "a bad sign” that

Small investors
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dinance which bars the pur-
chase of more than five per
cent of any bank’'s total shares
by members of a family.

“Such a stipulation will help
to discourage monopolisation,”
said one expert.

He also suggested that the
banks draw up a list of share-
holders with five per cent or
more shares and send the
names te the newly-formed
Securities and Exchange
Commission for necessary ac-
tion.

JCD-BCL clash
over tender
submission

PAIBNA, July 7: At least 22
people were injured, two of
them critically, ,in a [lerce
armed clash over tender sub-
mission between two student
groups in Sujanagar thana to-
day, reports UNB.

Police and witnesses said the
violence erupted when some
Chhatra League {(M-I) support-
ers went to the engineer’s office
at the thana headquarters to
submil tender at 11 am and
their rivals in the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal obstructed.

The BCL supporters later
came with a group of 35 to 40
people and allegedly attacked
the JCD men at about 12 noon.

Witnesses said both the
groups fired with pipeguns and
cut rilles in the hour-long gun-
fight. Al least 25 gunshots were
reported fired during the en-
counter.

Of the injured, Ismail, 25,
and Azhar Ali, 50, were rushed
to the General Hospital here
with bullet wounds. Eight oth-
crs, among the injured, were
admitled to Sujanagar Thana
Health Complex.

US warns Iraq of 'serious
consequences’

could lead to confrontation.
“Iraq's actions on the camera
issue are part [ a broader pat-
tern of conduct that demon-
sirales its desire to limit... In-

spection rights and operation
capabflities”, McCarty said.
"Included in this campaign
have been Iragi attempts to re-
strict the score of inspections
and information-gathering and
to restrict access and impose
delay on inspections”, she said.
She said UN Security

Council requires | to accept
the cameras’ In tion and
also to accept longterm
monitoring laid out in UN

resolutions codifying the Gulf
War ceasefire.

in Baghdad Tuesday, Iragf
Foreign Minister Mohammed-
Sacced Al-Sahhal called one of
the UN resolutions
“unbalanced” and said a de-
mand to install cameras at mis-
silc sites came from “evil and

extremist” elements at the
United Nations.
AFP from adds :

Foreign Minister Sahhal on
Tuesday charged that a United

Nations demand to install
surveillance cameras was a US
"trick” to attack and maintain
sanctions on Irag.

Polythene
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packed in polythene might
cause cancer or different types
of skin diseases.

Ciing dillerent research
reports by. forvign organisa-
tions, il said polythcne helped
grow a kind of bacteria in the
soil which was harmful for
paddy, wheat and mustard cul-
tivation. Polythene also scpa-
rates the granules of the soil, it
added.

The State Minister [or
[rrigation said that the pollu-
tion caused by polythene bags
should be fought with jute bags
and jute products.

“Jute is, by all means, envi-
ronment-fricndly and Lhis is
accepled by the international
community,” he said, "But
first, jute should be made
cheaper than polythene in the
international market,” the
minister said.

He said, "The good news is,
we are getting response from
the international community
regarding jute bags and fabrics.
If we can penetrate the world
market once, we shall beat the
polythene pollution.”

To make jute and paper
bags popular, the Minister
sugpested the bags be de-
signed smartly and attractively
so that people automatically
go for jute products instcad of
polythene.

The speaker stressed the
need for creating awareness
among the masses regarding
such pollation and urged the
government to frame special
policics to safcguard the envi-
ronmcnt of the country.

From Page 1 Col 3

bankers, strictly on a ‘bank-
client’ relationship.

The government iast year
empowered the banks to take
any decision regarding the
merits of individual cases.

Out of the total 1556 sick
units identified by the cell,
only 118 taken up for resusci-
tation by the banks till now.

In most cases, the banks
unilaterally decided the size of
loan needed by a particular
unit for its rehabilitation, ig-
noring the specific recom-
mendations of the Sick
Industries Cell, the sources
claimed.

According to sources, 1009
sick units applied to the
banks and financing institu-

tions for fresh loans for their
recovery, Out of these;, only
118 units were sanetioned
new loans while the others
have been kept waiting. Ten
units were rejected loans
outright. Only 42 industries
have been provided assistance,
partially on the basis of the
cell's recommendations, while
the sanctions for the 76 ather
units were decided by the

L banks themselves, sources
pointed out.
The sources also men-

Sick industries

tioned that performance of the
Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB)
in the rehabilitation of sick
factories was more salisfactory
than the other banks. The BKB
had taken initiatives to reha-
bilitate 46 units. In contrast,
Sonali Bank, the largest NCB of
the country, took up only 31
units for turning them around.

Mr Khairuzzaman Chow-
dhury, Director General at the
Prime Minister's Office, con-
[irming the governmenls pre-
sent position, said the Finance
Ministry had provided nece-
ssary guidelines to the banks
regarding rehablilitation of
such industries, There was also
a review committee headed by
the Executive Chairman of the
Board of Investment {BOI) to
consider the appeal of the en-
trepreneurs who were denied
loans by the banks, he said.

“So, why should the gov-
ernment involve itsell dtrectly
in the matter?” he asked.

He, however, agreed that
progress in rehabilitating the
sick industries was rather dis-
appointing. There were ano-
malies in the rules of the
bahks and the bureaucracy; the
entreprencurs themselves Iwrrl:
also responsible for complicat-
ing the I::tuathn. he observed.



