E:lmcd out the inequality that
males in relation to their

male counterparts are faced
with. This inequality s charac-
terised by lack of access (of
the females) to income eamning
opportunities, education, heal-
thcare and power.
Social scientists through
their research have also ex-
ploded the myth of "econo-
mically unproductive females.”
In fact, a critical analysis of the
labour force of any society will
rove the contrary. Women
Eavc always participated in
nful activities, their
“Lr-dttiurml role m of
houschold chores. In all
socicties, their tion in
the economically active labour
force is increasing, a fact that
should be reflected in the
national accounting methods,
so that female participation in
the labour force is 'rly ac-
counted for. As a result of
these studies a new approach
in appreciating the role of
women in development has
emerged. Women in Deve-
lopment (WID), is this new
field of study as well as focus of
analysis. In women
groups like "Mahila Parishad”
and "Women For Women," and
pioneer individual researchers
like Jahanara Haque, Khaleda
Salahuddin, Shamima Islam,
and numerous others have
rescarched and raised issues
related to female status, ine-
quality and contributions in
economic development. For-
tunately, few but extremely
capable male researchers have
also written on gender ine-
gquality and status of females in
Bangladesh. "Reluctant Debu-
tante” by Dr Golam Murshid
(1983) and "Birds in a Cage" by
Dr Shapan Adnan (1991) are
undoubtedly one of the finest
scholarly writings on gender
issues and glassic examples of
male scholaiship on women in
Bangladesh. Newer women
groups like "Nari Pokhho'™
"Nari Grantho-Probortana” and
others have voiced concerns
on female inequality and op-
pression and have also raised
policy issues for the betier-
ment of the "Other Half" of our

population.

WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT

Facts, Claims and Rhetorics

by Zahir Sadeque

As a responsc Lo national
and international conscious
ness aboul female oppression
and inequality, Government of
Bangladesh (GOB) has enacted
newer policies aimed at pro
tecting the rights and interest
of women. International donor
agencies have also come [or-
ward by increasing their allo-
cation for projects aimed at
the development of women,

Despite these flurry of activ-
itics, objective situation of
women in Bangladesh is yet to
improve substantially. For a
variety of reasons, including
but not limited to the inherent
male bias of traditional and
patriarchal societies, the con-
dition of women in Bangladcsh
is far [rom the ideal.

llowever, il is my con-
tention here that in WID al-
fairs, claims are often made

nol in line with the facts but
more in a rhetorical fashion,

and therefore, WID claims re-
main unsubstantiated.

The gender disparity is in-
creasingly being articulated by
concerned individuals, groups
and other entities like the pre-
ss and our development part-
ners, i.e. donors. This cons-
titute the core fact of the situa-
tion of women in Bang-ladesh
and hence the need to pay at-
tention to WID issues. The

crux of the argument for WID
considerations in all develop-

menl programmes emanates
from the findings and convic-
tion that as a special disadvan-
taged group, women deserves
special assistance provisfons in
every project, so that they can
receive guaranteed proportion
ol the assistance programme
directed towards beneficiaries.
Now this, raises the claims fs-
sucs that | allude to in the title
of this article. »

Most donor agencies (who
provide overwhelming propor-
tion of our developmental re-
sources), have in-house WID
specialists or people mandated
to look after WID considera-
tions. Within GOB, oflicers

—{inavariably femaile, -consistent
"with our stereotype cthos] 17~

the research/planning cells of
ministries and divisions of the
Planning Commission perform
WID functions. The function of

We are guilty of many errors and many faults,
but our worst crime is abandoning the
children, neglecting the fountain of life. Many
of the things we need can wait, the child
cannot. Right now is the time his bones are
being formed, his blood is being made and his
senses are being developed. To him we
cannot answer "Tomorrow.” His name is

“Today."

Gabriela Mistral

officers responsible for WID
affairs, is mostly regulatory and
stitutory. They are the ones (o
ensure that each project of
their respective organization is
scrutinised from a WID per-
spective. They are there also to
ensure that no project sup-
ported by their agency or gov-
ernment, negatively impacts
women, by displacing them
from their existing employ-
ment or enterprise. Finally,
they are involved in instilling
gender focus in projects with
the view to increase the bene-
fits for women population. This
is exactly the place to voice
the claims for women and
push the WID agenda.

Thus, preferential treatment
for women or for that matter

any particular p'ou: may dis-

criminate against equally
deserving claimants. If this

proposition is accepted we
shall commit yet-another folly
to correct the imbalance be-
tween the sexes. Furthermore,
by committing ourselves to one
sex or the other, we shall
override the working of the
market forces and the secular
trends of the economy, and
thereby, competitiveness and
efficiency will be compromised
to cater to special interesi
group. Such concessions can
perhaps be made if the pro-
gramme directly deals with

Preferential treatment for women or for that mat-
ter any particular group may discriminate agatnst

other

equally deserving clatmants. If this g??ﬂﬁ:,

tion is accepted we shall commit yet anotl
to correct the imbalance between the sexes.

Furthermore, by

committing ourselves lo one sex

or the other, we shall override the working of the

market fi

economy, and thereby, compe

orces and the secular trends o

the

effi-

titiveness an

ciency will be compromised to cater to special

interest group.

However, as rational practi-
tioncrs of development strate-
gies, any one involved in pro-
ject design/appraisal and man-
agcment must look at the is-
sues dis tely and objec-
tively as well. Claims for any
special groups must be made
on the basis of arguments that
is consistent with the purpose
and goal of the overall strategy
and particular (project] activ-
ity. WID writers and specialist
wants every one to acknowl-
edge that women are under-
valued in conventionals studies
and accounting methods.

Accepted. Therefore, to rem-
edy the past errors, we must
redouble our efforts to reach
the benefits to more women,
even if by default, it becomes
at the expense of eligible
males. Why? For instance, if
ZWII'J' ﬂmCH_ﬂl..ﬂ:q )
claim that a certain percentage
of the benefits of a project has
to go to women, then the en-
tire project purpose or objec-
lives may become distorted.

pProponents ;-

opportunities for the poor to
break out of the poverty trap.
Even then, accumulated expe-
rience suggests that over a
considerable period of time
such a strategy is not likely to
benefit a large number ol peo-
ple or benefit them in such a
way that the absolute poor can
graduate from their status and
thereby forego the benefits of-
fered by such programmes. In
targeted programmes, benefi-
ciaries breaking out of the
poverty cycle permanently and
not reentering the assistance
market once again are also,
rare to find. The results of
such WID induced program-
mes would fare no better, if
women are targeted in man-
datory manner, as espoused by
many WID proponents. There-
fore, it is essential that gender
targeted programmes should

betier: be confined te exclu-

sively poverty alleviation type
projects. This however, in no
way implies that gender consi-
derations should be omitted in
the (project) design/appraisal

process. On the contrary, they
should be vigorously but ratio-

nally pursued, so that in doing
so, the ultimate project/ pro-
gramme goals are not com-
promised, and nor are poor
men sacrificed to benefit poor
women.

However, the complexity of
the gender equality and WID
issues cannot be exhaustively
discussed in simple terms. Nor
can the WID agenda be pur-
sued in rhetorical fashion. This
is where the Rhetorics part of
the title comes to the fore-
front.

WID Hlterature in recent
times seems to be increasing
at a consistent pace. Even
popular (newspaper] articles
like this one, are also increas-
ingly vistble. However, too of-
ten we find much of this is de-
void of critical analysis and are
extremely partisan in nature.
While no one in their right
mind refuses to accept that
there is marked disparity be-
tween the sexes, the proposed
mitigation is what puts many of
us at odds with the preserip-
tions of leading WID spoke-
sperson. Frequently, we read
features, commentaries and
articles on Women's role in
this and that, how a particular

programme is affecting women

(Farida Akhter, Holiday May
28, 1993) or how contribution
of women in certain activity is
ignored (Khushi Kabir, the
Morning Sun May 31, 1983).
The referenced articles are
only symbolic, because they are
recent, and | happened to read
them. But the point [ want to
make, is that even in these
articles written by two ol the
most visible and certainly
leading spokesperson of gen-
der issues, there is clearly a
preference for claims that is
not analytically established.
Statements have been made in
these two referenced articles
about coercions, lorcing wo-
men to participate in popu-
lation control activities and
contributions of women in re-
sourec management, But such
claims fafl to prove uniqueness
of women in suffering depriva-
lion or as resource mManagers.
Poor men are sufferers of myr-
jad exploitative trends as well.

Men also contribute In re-
source ment to say the
least. There are also numerous
misconceptions like home-
stead is for women, small ru-
minamnts and poultry are owned
and managed by women, so on
and so forth. Men are very
much part of managing home-
stcads as well as » 1 rumi-
nants, poultry. Usually, owning
and managing productive re-
sources are a family aflair.
Therefore, segregating men
and women in these activities
is unnecessary and developing
policy options on that basis
may be erroncous. Therefore,
unsubstantiated and repetitive
statements will not achieve the
intended objectives. Rhetorical
pronouncements couched in
statements that are at best un-
founded gopulilm or repeti-
tion of the obvious will not
benefit the WID or gender
agenda (| am treating WID and
Gender {ssues slightly differ-
ently for reasons that are ger-
mane but too detailed to be
treated here). Establishing the
unique contribution of women,
claiming preferential treat-
ment for the females or pro-
claiming slogans for the equal-
ity of sexes will all have to be
analytically and factually pre-
scnted, Otherwise, WID and
gender discussions will degen-
crate into rhetorical assertions

only.

Gender disparity and dis-
crimination js clearly existing
in all societies. Attempts
should be made all to rid
such an unacce le practice.
However, in doing so, care
should be taken so that advan-
cing the cause of women does
not become an overkill. Claims
that are not based on reason
and analysis and pronounce-
ments that are Rhetorical in
nature will not help the WID
cause. Reverse discrimination,
which may be the case when
ifllogical demands are made for
pushing the WID agenda sho-
uld be equally disregarded.
Otherwise the traditional "Male
bias” will be replaced with
“Female bias”, which will also
be unacceptable to any sane
person.

Dr Zahir Sadeque, a former
Associate Professor of sociol-
o9y at Rajshahi University is
currently a Programme Spe-

cialist with USAID, Bangladesh.
The views expressed here are

his own and in no way attri-
butable to USAID.
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ANGLADESHI women

are living abroad for a

variety of Treasons.
Some have accompani-ed their
husbands on assignments,
somec have gone as pro-
fessionals on their own right
and many have migrated with
their entire families.

Just as women at home are
breaking away from traditions
that define her role only as a
homemaker and venturing out
into the world outside, so are
women abroad trying to etch
out a place and name for
themselves. It is not at all easy
because they lack many of the
support systems women have
at home. Inspite of many con-
straints and obstacles, such as
family, housework, absence of
domestic help. legal working
papers, etc. there are many
women who_ are making a
mark in the society they live
in. It is to highlight the efforts
of these women that the first
of many such article is ad-
dressed to.

Yasmin Ali in Rome,
Entering the World of Colour,
Canvas and Oil.

"] always loved using my
hands, for drawing, sketching,
sewing, it was more like a
hobby than anything else.”
Yasmin [lashed her beautiful
smile, not really believing that
she was being interviewed as
an artist. Sitting in her apart-
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Hunger and poverty are more women issues. Women

experience hunger and poverty in much more intense

ways than that experienced by men. Women have lo

stay at 'home' and manage the family with virtually

nothing to manage with. When there is nothing fo eat,

husbands prefer to stay away from home to avoid facing

the immediate crisis. Mother cannot avoid facing it. She

frantically looks for ways to feed the children. it is she..
who has 1o invent the last survival manoeuvre.

Mohammed Yunus of Grameen Bank

What Bangladeshi Women are Doing Abroad

by Shaheen Anam

ment with her paintings on
the wall, Yasmin looked more
like a fashion model than the
emerging artist that she was
fast becoming.

Yasmin had come to Rome
7 years ago with her husband
who had taken up an assign-
ment with the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organiz-
ation. After living 7 years in
New York where most of her
time was spent in taking care

" of a sick child, Yasmin wanted

to do something creative and
beautiful when she came to
Rome. So far her experience
with brush and paint were
restricted to making funny
drawings for her children or
making cards on special
occasions. It was her husband's
encouragement that sent her
one day rather timidly to an art
teacher at the FAO building. He
opened up a whole world of
techniques and methods that
Yasmin had never known
about. "Before what 1 did was
make a drawing and than fill it
up. Now, through my brush,
amount of paint and stroke I
bring out the shape and form. |
Used to make details of a leaf
now | build layer alter layer
and the leaf emerges.” =

"I am very much a beginner,

it will be a long time before 1
can really call myself an artist,
[ still have a lot to learn.” She
was all praise for her teacher,
who she said was very accom-
modating, always suggesting,
guiding but never imposing. He
understands the personality of

Yasmin Ali with her world of colour, canvas and oil.

his students and works acco-
rdingly. What kind of paintings
does she like doing most 1 had
asked her. All kind of things,
specially gardens and land-
scapes. She is not too fond of
portraits. Well, there is no
dearth of gardens in Rome

where people love flowers. She
finds her surroundings very in-
spiring where even a broken
shutter of a house has a pot of
flower on the window sill
*"There are wild popples
growing by roadsides or in the
fields which someone always
takes care of, even an old and
broken down house has a little

garden.”

It is also the personality of
the people around her that el-
fects her work. The colourful,
outgoing spirit of the med-
diterrene {s reflected in
Yasmin's paintings which are
bold and bright, very much
like her personality which re-
minds one of sunshine on a
dreary momning. But Yasmin is
not only an artist who paints.

She is an artist by nature and
temperament. A housewife
with a passion, she is the dod-
ing mother of two beautiful
children who she takes care of
with a zeal and devotion that
can only be called spiritual.
She cuts and makes clothes for
her children and for herself
the quality of which would put
a professional tailor to shame,
Her house bears the stamp of
her artistic sense and is deco-
rated with the same touch of

colour reminding one of eter-
nal spring.

After two successful exhibi-
tions at the FAO Yasmin is
feeling a little confident about
her work. Modest as she is,
she could not believe that peo-
ple were actually buying her
paintings and were ordering
for more. What about the fu-
ture, ]| had asked her. "l would
like to paint better, perhaps
when the children are older |
will have more time”. She loves
painting with oils but it has its
disadvantages. It is expensive
and is very time consuming.

She would like to go away on
retreats with other artists and
do nothing but paint all day.
She would like to have a little
studio where no body would
interfere or touch her work.

Her duties and responsibili-
tics as a mother of young chil-
dren restricts her from many
of the artistic activities that
she would like to indulge in.
But Yasmin is not impatient.
She 1is not an artist who has to
perform or who has to sell a
certain number of paintings.
For her, art is a part of her ev-
eryday world and that is what
her work reflects.

We would like to wish her
every success in turning cvery-

thing she touches into some-
thing beautiful.

-

N Bangladesh marriage is

universal for both sexes.

Though a man can delay
his marriage il not able 1o
resist it regardless ol his wish
but forgirl, especially for a
rural girl, marriage is not a
matter of wish or desire, it is
rule, a tradition, a duty to obey.

In Bangladesh girls are
married at an early age because
usually a girl of 11 or 12 in the
village use to performing all
the house works i.e. cooking
cleaning, washing the utensils,
and clothes, taking care of the
cattle and poultry etc. So
when she reaches at the age of
twelve or thirteen she is capa-
ble enough to look after a fam-

ily.

The parents also feel scared
to keep a girl unmarried when
she reaches her puberty. The
vulnerability of the girl de-
mand protection from the
hostile world and only mar-
riage can ensure such protec-
tion. An unmarried girl over 13
is often the cause of disgrace
or embarrassment to the fam-

“The invistbility of a women's
work also prevailed marriage

Marriage : An Uncertain

of a young girl. The female
child is not considered as an
assel for the parents as a male
child because she is not earn-
ing or not involving with direct
production or income earning.
She 1s considered as burden of
the [amily. As soon as the par-
ents found an eligible person
and can agree on the amount
of dowry they at once settle
the marriage. Most of the ru-
ral girls give their consent in
marriage without seeing the
groom.

Marriage does not exhila-
rate the girls status in a true
sensc. As a obeying agent ﬁ‘-
position only moves from he¥
parental home to her hus-
band's home. Her inferfor sta-
tus only prolonged after mar-
riage. From the very beginning
of the marriage, the age differ-
ence between her and her
husband put her in a subordi-
nate position. From a micro
data of 1976, collected by the
Demographic Surveillance

by Soheli Afroza Azad

System (DSS) it appears that
with the age of the groom at
first marriage as well as at re-
marriage, the age difference
between the sexes increases
rapidly. The grooms in their
forties were married wives 20
years younger than themselves.
The majority of grooms from
the study were late twenties
and most of them marry wives
10 years their junior.

The parents usually don't
hesitate to arrange their
daughter's marriage with a el-
derly person if the bridegroom
or his family do not demand
dowry. The amount oi dowry
depends upon many factors,
such as, {f the bride's physical
beauty or her complexion is
not fair, then the amount of
dowry goes higher. Though
the customs of bride price is
also prevail in Baagladesh un-
der Muslim family laws, the
wife never demand the money
in their conjugal life.

Customarily the bride price

claimed by the wife only after
divorce.

To give the promised
dowry, most of the times, the
bride's father sells his last
piece of land, cow or other
household articles. If the fa-
ther or, guardians cannot fulfil
their promised dowry or fails
to satisfy the groom or groom's
family by the dowry then the
poor daughter becomes the
victim of abuse and torture of
the in-laws. Here, marriage is
always followed by frequent
child rearing. In rural arcas, a
woman feels economically
more secure if she has several
sons than employing herself in
any economic activities outside
house. Sometimes she can
also prevent her husband's
second marriage by giving him
a son because polygamy is al-
lowed in Islam. In Islam a man
can keep 4 wives at a time

Unity’

provided that he can give equal
attention to all the wives both

material and immaterial aspect
of conjugal life. But whatever
the condition is, nobody can
enforce him to fulfil the con-
ditions regarding equal treat-
ment. Therefore, a man is en-
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Preparing fu}an unpredicliable l[fé =

titled to remarry in presence
of a wile or wives.

The recent trend towards
declining second marriage ap-

pears to be the result of eco-
nomic factors but in the rural
areas many polygamous hus-
band don't care about previous
wife's maintenance. They just
abandon the wife knowing
that, it is not possible for the
{lliterate and ignorant wife to
punish him through law.

%

|
|

] '..




