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A Life-long Crusader Who
Conquers Physical Constraint

by Haroon Habib

Fifty years ago, doctors of the Calcutta Med-
ical College Hos)ital pronounced the final
words about the disease that the young magis-
trate of Burdwan, Gelam Rahman Khan, was
suffering from. Retinal hemorrhage, the
dreaded disease, the doctors said, is not to be .to
cured. The team of doclors which treated
Khan for weeks, told him that he must recon-
cile with the inevi able. '

One of the brilllant officers of the former
Bengal Civil Service, Golam Rahman Khan sud-
denly started suffi ring from a crucial eye com-
plications just aft r, joining as a magistrale in
Burdwan after spending a few months in Dha-
ka as a junior ser. It was the time when the
World War [1 was on, Khan was immediately
rushed to the Cal:utta Medical College Hospi-
tal, where doctors. tried their best, but failed
to restore his eye sight. |

The brilliant Celcutta University boy, from a
middle-class Ber.-
gali Muslim famiy
of Barisal, who
dreamt of servirg
his ple as an
able-bodied man,
had to leave tke
corridor of the §E =
hospital in diszY B
tress. He came out
of the hospital 1o
enter a different
world, which he
has never seen, ty
I'.]Iding th hanc.s
of a sympathetic
friend, Akram.

But does every-
one surrender 1o
‘the fate? No. There
are at least some |
who do notl accept
their destiny, bit
fight to justify their
presence as humen
beings. Golam Rali-
man Khan, who lat-
er became well-
known as Prof G R
Khan, is one of
those brave sors
who fought relent-

hﬂ. and won the :
battle against phy sical odds.

"Supta Smriti” or the dormant memories —
the recently published autobiography of Prof G
R Khan, is the unique narration of his fight
against blindness. It is a sincerely told life-
story, a 64-page pook, of a courageous man.
The brief autobio raphy is an inspiring prose .
of a determined person, who compelled the
British Indian government to take decision
for his reinstatemrent in a suitable job, but he
later joined as a lecturer of Calculta Islamia
College, the institution which produced many
fllustrious sons in the undivided sub-
continent. _ ’

Not in Calcuttu alone, Prof G R Khan had
been well-known as one of the finest proles-
sors of economics in the former East Paki-
stan. Notwithstanding his blindness, he

tought economics with a tremrendous success

in various government colleges in Dhaka, Syl-
het and Rajshahi, including ‘he Bangladesh

University of Engineering and Technology. He

cie

Golam Rahman Khan

. Giving

banking — some of which are :itill rcad both at

I Roadside land to be leased

home and abroad.

'Supta Smriti’ is so lucidly

gives one the test of reading a novel in which
the novelist ¢reated a blind hero, who had
seen the vital part of the sub-continental his-
ry, and fought valiantly against his blindness
and social injustices,
Khan did not only fight for his place in so-
ty, but also went for the last limit of his
treatment available in India at that time. With
an assistant along with him, the blind crusad-
er travelled to Bombay [rom Calcutta. He was
treated for months at Bombay's Dadar Blind
School under direct supervision and care of
famous doctor R M Halder, He later reached
Delhi for treatment under Dr R S Agarwal, a
famous psychosolar physician.

The book reveals how Khan was assisted by
Dr Kudrat-e-Khuda while he was in Presidency
College, famous educationist P.N Banerjee, fa-

written that it

mous lawyer Ra-
mendra Majumder,
Justice Sir Syed
Nasim Ali, philoso-
pher Saidur Rah-
man, Dr Syed Saj-
jad Hussain,
former President
‘Justice Abu Syed
Chowdhury and
many others who
‘knew him well.
While he saw Lhe
end of his journcy
to restore his eye-
sight, Prol Khan,
by .dint of his de-
termination, made
his presence felt in
socicly, which was
not so compassion-
ate to him. He de-
dicated the book (o
his best friend, Ak-
ram, who stayed
back in Caleutta.
This autobiogra-
phy is full of per-
sonal and socio-
political accounts
of Khan's struggle
for survival and of

the last phase of the British Raj in India. IL is

also in intimate observation of an impartial

and silent spectator over the tragic Hindu-

Muslim riot in Calcutta.

the accounts of his last journey from
Calcutla’s Sealdah station towards Natore of
Rajshahi, a day after the partition of India,
Khan wrote: "...Finally we reached the station.
Rabin and Hasan were with me. Parul also
came with us. 1 have left Calcutta many a
times, but returned here ultimately, and ncver

- thought of leaving the city forever, nor Calcut-
ta abandoned me for a while. But divorce is a
reality this time. Calcutta is now in a different
country, and we are here as foreigner.... The
train was about to leave. Hasan whispered :
Didimoni — Parul — is weeping. These eye
drops were my last reward from Calcutta.”

The book is not a well-decorated produc-

tion, but through its
of his life, Golam

tured to score his last win over his physical in-

ability. And, to an
wrote several serious books or economics and ’fphy,mef G R

ublication at the fag end
man Khan possibly ven-

reader of this aulobiogra-
han has succeeded even

possibly in his last fight.
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Mostafizur Rahman addressing a seminar "The Bosnian Crisis:
" Different Dimensions” at the BANSDOC auditorium in the city yesterday. (Story on page

— Star photo

"DESA plans to reduce |

system loss by 10 pc.

Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority (DESA) plans to
bring down its present system

‘loss by about ten per cent to

18.22 per cent by the end of
the current fiscal year, reports
BSS. '

The system loss in DESA
was recorded at 28.84 per
cent in May and the target for
the current month is 27 per

-cent, a high level meeting held

‘at DESA Bhaban was told yes-
|

DEE?A‘I tar -in various

" ficlds for fiscal 1993-94 was

formally announced. in the

meeting attended by Mindster .

for Energy and Mineral Re-
sources Dr Khondakar Mosha-
rall Hossain and top officials of
the ministry.

The utility during its 21
months of o tion brought
down the system loss in
transmission and distribution
by more than ten per cent
from 38.26 per cent, the
meeting was told.

The Energy Minister said
when commercial operation of
DESA was launched in October
1991, the combined system
loss in transmission and dis-
tribution was 38.26 per cent.
The system loss came down to
32.33 per cent in June last
ycar, he said, The figure for
June was not yet.available.

Dwelling on procurement
and disposal of power projec-
tion for the current fiscal year,
the Energy Minister said DESA
would purchase 3948 million
kilowatt . hour of electricity. lle
said realisation of power bills
for the current year including
arrears had been fixed at Taka
869.76 crore. In the eleven
months of last fiscal year,
DESA realised Taka

4
crore as power bills, he ﬁéﬁﬁ

Secretary, Ministry of
Energy and Mineral Resources,
Faizur Razzaque, chairman
DESA/ STS Mahmud and senior
officers of DESA were present.

Saudi CI sheet worth
Tk 20cr for cyclone-hit
people received

CHITTAGONG, July 6: Near-
ly eight thousand metric ton
galvanised corrugated fron
(GCI) sheet equivalent to Taka
20 crore, a grant from the
government of the royal Saudi

Arabia for the 1991 cyclone-af- -

fected families of Bangladesh,
was formally received here at
CSD godown today, reports
BSS. )

Reliel Secretary M A Hakim
received the grant from the
representatives of the govern-
ment of the royal Saudi Arabia.

pur, Bandarban, Rangamati and
Khagrachari.

The alfected families are
classified into two groups —
most affected family "A" cate-

ry and comparatively less af-
ected family "B" category.
Each "A" category family will
get two bundles of GCI sheets
while the "B" category will get
one bundle of GCI sheets.

The representatives of the
government of Saudi Arabia are
engineer Nastr S D Khayd and
Abdullah | Al-Turki.

DU student
stabbed

By DU Correspondent

A Dhaka University student
Zakir }lossain was stabbed at
the Shahidullah Hall by some
unidentified miscreants yes-
terday altecrnoon,

According to sources, Zakir,
94. a third year student of the
department of chemistry, DU,
received serfous injury on his
back while he was in the hall
canteen at about 6 pm yester-

day.

Later, Zakir was taken to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

SPGRC plans 3-day
demonstration
next month

By Staff Correspondent

Some one lakh stranded
Pakistanis, known as Btharis,
will converge in the capital
next month to demonstrate for
their prompt return, organis-
ers .
Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Jattya Press Club
Tuesday, leader of the
stranded Pakistanis M Nasim
Khan said that their members
from 66 camps across the
Bangladesh would take part in
a three-day special congrega-
tion from August 12 to demand
their return to the country of
their choice,

Stranded Pakistanis General
Repatriation Committee
(SPGRC) will organise the
congregation.

An estimated 2.38 lakh
Biharis, who opted for Pakistan
as their country of choice, have
been stranded in Bangladesh
since its independence in
1971. :

Briefing the newsmen, chief
patron of the SPGRC Nasim
Khan appealed to the govern-
ment to abandon its plan to

2,300 tonnes
of rubber produced
locally, JS told

Domestic, production of
rubber in the 516 rubber gar-
dens in the country was 2,300
metric tons annually which
meets 30 percent of the coun-
try’'s requirement, reports
UNB.

This was stated by Forest
and Environment Minister
Abdullah Al-Noman in parlia-
ment yesterday replying to a
question from Khalilur Rahman
of Awami League.

Replying to a supplemen-
tary from Zainul Abdin Faruq
(BNP), the minister said that
of the 516 gardens producing
rubber, 16 are state-owned
and 500 small gardens in the
private sector.

Country's annual require-
ment of 7.500 metric tons can
be met from domestic sources
if 89,000 acres of land ac-
quired for rubber production
are fully utilised, the minister
said replying to Shahidullah
Khan (BNP).

jured
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Garments
worker run

over by train
By DMCH Correspondent

A garments worker was
killed when a running train
knocked. her down near
Dhaka Cantonment rail cross-
ing in the city Tuesday morn-
ing.

The victim identified as
Shilpi, 20, was seriously in-
and was sent to the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH).

She succumbed to her in-
juries after admission. The
body was sent to the DMCH
morgue for autopsy.

Police recovered a body of a
minor boy from a drain near
AGB colony, Motitheel yester-
day afternoon.

The victim was identified as
Mosharral Hossain, [2). Mo-
sharral, son of Mohammed
Sclim, a rickshawpuller was
missihg since Friday.

Selim lives in a slum near
Motijheel,
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Exporters Association of Bangladesh

GHAOI G G I

Notice

Further to the notices published by us in
the press on 23.8.92, 6.3.93, 30.5.93 and
23.6.93 once again through this notice for
the information of all concerned it is
stated that an Association of the
Exporters of Bangladesh is going to form
in the name "Exporters Association of
Bangladesh" to protect the interest of the
Exporters, to take joint stand on point of

JOB OPPORTUNITY

A multinational Service Oriented Company
based in Dhaka has position in the MID LEVEL
MANAGEMENT in the Information Technology
Department. Candidates must have minimum
five years' working experience in computer
related work including knowledge of : (a) UNIX
Operating System. (b) SSP Operating System,
(c¢) RPG Il Programming, (d) LAN, (e) WAN.

The company offers attractive remuneration
and benefits commensurate with qualification
and experience. Please apply with a recent
photograph
telephone number on or before 15 July 1993 to
PO Box No. GN-6052, Dhaka or Box No. D-2757
C/o The Bangladesh Observer, Dhaka.

Please mention Information Technology

and contact

July 05,1993

- : : The GCI sheets will be dis- demolish the refugee camps in Exporters Common interest. to take joint
| ‘Muslim women in | s among the cyclone of-: _ Director.general of Lue | Dhalm. ' stand on common issues concerning the
. US face hiddcn fected families of eight coastal Reliel Department Md Shafiqul He alleged that some of the
mIt for plantatlon . —— oy | districts of Chittagong, Cox's Islam and local DC were, | i . ded families have already Exporters, to ensure growth of export
has decidod % : p— discrimination Bazar, Fent, Noakhali, Luxmi- among others, present. been evicted from their houses | §trade abroad. Interested firms and
Sovermmmes Rny sapling wittun ihe.sig | in Dhaka and about 2000 oth-
jcase out the land on both the  arca of raflway stations, 200 By Staff Correspondent Japanese envo e hi lenadt be. organizations are cordially invited to join
sides of railway lines and roads, feet of bridges and culverts Mol wasEa R ke m P y cause of the demolition pro- this Association and also to attend the
B e ports BSS.  coetis and! rethway ince, and no | United States have been facing meets Shamsul | gamme taken up by the Dhaka | fnext meeting of the promoters of this
Intending members of the lone-prone species . should | 2 sort of "hidden discrimina- BW v e ) Association at the BTMC Bhaban., 7-9.
bic will be given lease of the  be pianicd e a o 5 Wednesd Islam Khan also said that mation | §Kawran Bazar. Dhaka at 4:30 p.m on
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m‘“’.: L e, ompciung _,"’h[:: The species approved by | Muslim women huldin;r lead- cansaady Bm“g‘f_d“h Sh.;';“%‘iiﬁiﬁi T bece m:pmd-.-d;:ﬁ et 17.7.93 instead of 30.6.93 as notified
tree plantation is posstible un- the arboriculture section of | g position in the US told au- | 5:00 Opening announcement 4 on Industries Minister | and power supply have been earlier.
der %ertain preconditions. Roads and Highways Departl- | gience in the Worldnet satel- Al-Quran Shainsul Jalam Khan here yes- | cutofl
The planters will be allowed ment of Ministry of Commu- | j;i. dialogue programme Tues- Programme summary terday, reports BSS. General secretary of the
s cnjoy Bfty per-eent of the Dications arc jarul, shistu : 5:10 News in Bangla They discussed matters re- | SPOGRC Shawkat Al and other Mohammad Mosharraf Hossain
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-ﬂTht dccin:r: uk:nupnn Y‘:éd‘“ﬂkf“mm "hit:c“;‘“lf“ Council for Musim Wamcri 5:25 Sports programme: Gi- f::?;:::: _m;;i:: betw::n | conference. :
( and jackiruit among ruit- | (NACMW) and Dr. Amirae llete World Sports tries.
:::.,d"znzt;:: :l::;::rd :t bearing ones. Azhary Sonbol, Professor of Special U Vo
augmenting the tree and tim- Individuals willing to take | History, Georgetown Uni- | 6:35 Hijal Tomal s
ber resources in the country, lease of the land may mntnc!li:_ Er;:;ty t:ﬂﬁm m ;g‘g ?pcn Unh;nity Oblma[‘y ﬁﬂ-'a m
kecping ecological balance local executive engineers o re hawar : agore songs 1
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ierms and conditions (DRMS) of Bangladesh Ratlway The American Cultural ce programme Narayangani, 2
m,mh. as the case be. Centre auditorium studio in | 9:00 Film: The Fall Guy ments Sunday. He was 62, says et RfFwd e Fe-av/ad
s oe— o N panes — Dhaka and two other studios in | 10:00 News in English a press release. —
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Kohinoor Chemical Co the Washington studio for one | 11:30 /The News held tomorrow ( Thursday) at
’ hour under the programme. 11:45 Closing. his Masdair residence.

Bd) Ltd.

349-350, (fe}ganﬂ l/Area, Dhaka

Tender Notice

Managing Director, Kohinoor Chemical Co. (Bd.)
Ltd, Tejgaon, Dhaka invites sealed Tenders from the
Experienced Contractor for Handling, Carrying &
Cleaning against Tender No. KCC/MPIC/D-05/93 du.
30-6-93. Tender schedule may be purchased.from (a)

Controller of Accounts,

BCIC, 30-31, Dilkusha

Commercial Area, Dhaka (b) BCIC Branch Office, 6,
Agrabad Commercial Arca. Chittagong & ¢) Kohinoor

Chemical Co. (Bd.) Lid., 349-350, Tejgaon Industrial

Arca, Dhaka on payment of Tk. 300/- (Non-refundabie)
per set. No Tender schedule will be sold on the date of

opening. Tenders may be dropped at (a) BCIC-Head

Office, Marketing Division (19th floor), 30-31, Dilkusha can enjoy full support of the gl e wfee ftvad v Py ey @&
, e 2 i G ek tomormo reda 5.16 am. +

Commercial Area, Dhaka & (b) Kohinoor Chemical Co. j';tw‘ PPN SRR The meE’:mm TL::; the minimum tempcrature and

(Bd) Lid., MPIC Department. Tejgaon Industrial Area,
Dhaka. Tenders will be received on 31-7-93 up to 11-30
AM & will be opened at 11-35 AM in presence of the

They alleged that the news
media in the US was hostile to
Muslims and always try to tar-
nish the image of the commu-
nity as “terrorist”. They
pointed out the recent inci-
dent of bomb blast in World
Trade Centre and subsequent
reports and arrest of a Muslim
man. :

They also alleged harass-
ment and said many people of
Muslim community were
questioned by FBIl personnel
and sometimes their public
entrance was restricted.

But they said that the
American laws were [air
enough to protect the rights of
a citizen.

Once one becomes an

American national he or she

The tweo Islamic thinkers
said that Islam was now be-
coming popular in the US
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By Staff Correspondent

Under the influence 6f active monsoon mederate rain or
thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty wind is

likely
Khulna, Dhaka and

to occur at most places over Chittagong, Barisal,
Rajshahi divisions during the next 24

hours commencing 6 am today ( Wednesday)..
Met office forecasts day temperature may remain nearly

unchanged over the country.
The country's highest te
was recorded in Rajshahi a

ature of 32.2 degree Celsfus
the lowest of 24,2 degree was

recorded in Rangamali yesterday.
Rainfalls recorded during the day time yesterday across

the country were: Teknaf-4cm, Sitakundu 3 cm, Srimongol.

Sandwip, Rangpu

r and Bhola-2cm each.

The sun sets today ( Wednesday) at 6.50 pm and rises

humidity recorded in some of the major cities and towns ol

the country yestcrday were:
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with in M x Min Sam Gpm
Tenderers, if any. The authority rescrves the nght 0 a_:::i 1,;;’?.}';‘..;::3““’ Dhaka 32.7 26.7 :; i LU e SR Mﬂ! e 199 TN - 0024 Rl WP v Lo
accept or rc) or all Tenders without assigning an The NACMW president said Chittagong 31.4 25.8
reason wjfn i) — y that her organisation regularly Rajshahi 32.2 27.2 88 85 T
| M S Bhui go to schools for preaching Khulna 31.4 27.8 90 B4 =, paiige 158
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