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In the process of rapid ex-
pansion of the Dhaka ¢ity, lttle
care scems (o have been taken
by the authorities at the plan
ning stage lor adopting appro-
priate mcasures against fire
hazards. We sec the conse-
quence in a number of recent
cascs. Last March,/in one of
the most devastating fires of
recenl times, 1000 slum
houses and small factories
were gulted on a kilometre-
long arca along the Buriganga
river in the old part of the city.
Almost the same locality wit-
nessed an equally devastating
fire in 1992 and there is no
reason to rule out the possibil-
ity of recurrence of such kind
of fire in luture because of ap-
parcnt lack of planning in the
construction of the city's phys-
ical infrastructure.

The total number of fire sta-
tions in the city is 12 includ-
ing one river fire station at
Sadarghat. According to

By A'S M Nurunnabi

sources in the Fire Service and
Civil Defence Department, the
existing number of fire stations
in the city is not considered
adequate to provide reasonable
cover lor lire protection and
security. Yet it has been given
to understand that in the per-
sonnel, fire-fighting vehicles
and other equipment, the ex-
istirig [ire stations do not suf-
fer from any serfous handicap.
In case of inadequacy of one
fire station to deal with a fire
in a particular area, calls for
help are sent out to adjacent
fire stations which pitch in to
deal with the situation.

During the last three years,
the total number of fire inci-
dents in the city from various
causes s as follows: 1990—
37886, 1991—4605, and
1992—5391. A rising trend is
noticeable. This may perhaps
be explained by the growth of
the city including the uncon-
trollied expansion of.slums.
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PM: Tree plantation
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planting trees along the coun-
iry’s coaglal belts and on the
newly -cmerged chars with a
view 1o prolecting the areas
from natural disasters.

The President and the
Prime Minister have given

scparate messages on the oc-
casion

The .r.mcrnmm’ has also
instructed all ministers to in-

augurate the programme by
planting saplings at their re-
spective district headquarters
and the Members ol
Parliament (MPs) in the thanas
of their constituencies on the

programme.
It has iargeted over one
lakh villagers who, officials in

JU senate approves
Tk 11.62 cr budget

By JU Correspondent

The Jahangirmmagar Univer
sity senate, at its adjourned
mecting yesterday approved a
Tk and

for 199394
12th annual general
meeting of the JU senate was

adjourned on June 27 and r-
sumed ai |0 am yesterday

who constitute the majority of
the population, in the planta-
tion drive in phases would
help generate income for the
poverty-stricken masses and
also contribute to the expan-
sion of the country's forest
arca.

According to government
statistics, the country's forest
area is now less than one third
the requirément for a proper

The government has,
meantime, decided in princi-
ple to promote aflorestation
programmes al private inftia-
live and eflorts by the Non-
Governmental Organisations
INGOs) in this fickd would be
welcomed, officlals informed
The Daily Star.

The President and the
Frime Minister, in separate
messages, called upon the
people to make the nationwide
tree plantation drive a success.

Involve women
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unit conference preparatory
commitlee also called on the
Prime Minister at  her
Sugandha office last night
Speaking on the occasion.
Begum Zia asked the members
of the Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal

WCLD), student wing of the |

BNP, 1o work unitedly to cre-
ate a healthy and fair trend in
the country's student politics,
maintain congenial academic
atmosphere and rid the cam
puses of lerrorists

BNP studemt aflairs secre
tary Advocale Mujibur Rahman.
DUCSU VP Amanullah Aman,
MP, JCD t Fazlul Hugq
Milon. JCD general secretrary
Nazim Uddin Alam. convenor
of JCD Dhaka Untversity untt
conference preparatory com
mitlee S iduddin Chow
dhury Anny and JCD lcaders
Kamruzzaman Ratan and
Shatahan Howlader Supmn also
s poke
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Fire Hazards in City

Summer is normally the
scason when f[ire incidence
rises sharply. The problem of
fire-fighting in the city (s
complicated in most cases by
absence of source of water in
many areas. Once the city was
dotted with ponds, canals,
lakes and other sources of wa-
ter. In the process of growth
of the city, most of such
sources of water have been
lost. This creates a big hurdle
in fire fighting.

Most of the congested arcas
in the city, particularly the

sprawling growth hutments
and slums are fire-prone. In
old Dhaka and also in somc ar-
eas in the other parl of the city
there are lanes and bye-lanes
which are so narrow that in
case of fire access of fire en-
gines with their water tenders
becomes impossible. In this
context, the highly congested
areas along the Buriganga river
and also the Kamrangir Char
are mostly vulnerable. ‘

In new Dhaka we are at
present confronted with an-
other kind of problem in the
matter of fire fighting. There is
a growing trend ol construc-
tion of highrise buildings. In
such buildings, adequate pro-
visions for fire security and
protection are a must. We are
fortunate that there is not yet
any serious outbreak of fire in
any high-rise building in the
city: Reportedly our equipment
for fighting fires at high alti-
tudes are not yet quite ade-
quate, as in such modern cities
like llong Kong and Singapore.
In such a situation, fire con-
sciousness and periodical fire
drills among residents of such
buildings go a long way in
promoting fire seccurity. It
secms obligatory for RAJUK to
ensure that no plan for high-
rise buildings gets approved
without due provision for fire
sccurity, as vetted by the Fire
Service Department, where
necessary. Even in restdentjal
areas with projected houses of
low heights, the RAJUK may
also keep in view the aspect of
casy access of fire engines in
cases of fire.

According to the United
Nations, one-third of the popu-
lation of Dhaka city live in sub-
human condftions. The ever:
increasing growth of slums is
linked to the perennial threat
of fire accidents. From this
angle, the question of low-coslt
housing in place of the grow-
ing slums forces its way before
the policy-makers and eco
nomic planners. In this con-
text, one observer commented:
‘Il the house of the under-
privileged is on fire, the castle
cannol save {itselfl from the

hea crated.”

Govt involved
In corruption,
AL alleges

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League execu-
tive committee, "in a meeting
Thursday, said that the farm-
ers of the country were in dire
straits because prices of agri-
culture inputs were being en-
hanced repeatedly.

The farmers were being
deprived of fair prices and the
government was nol buying
rice from them, said Leader of
the Opposition in Parllament
and AL chiel Shetkh Hasina,
who chaired the meeting.

The meeting also alleged
that the BNP government was
exiensively involved in corrup-
tion. Reeently, the State
Minister for Establishment had
been sacked for corruption, it
sald, and added that similar
complaints had been lodged

against different ministries in
Parhament

Jamuna tenders
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countries lHke India and
Bhutan, nst an estimated

cost of Tk 916.5 crore.

The other companies which
participated in the bid were
the A <Japanese Consort-
jum of UK and the STFA-
Person International JV of
Turkey — for Contract-] — and
Boskalis Westminster Dredging
BV of the Netherlands, the
Jamuna Marine Company of
Japan and the Belgio-Bangla
Jamuna JV of Belgium — for
Contract-2.

The lowesi bid for the river
training work, recetved ecarlier
in February this year, was

| much higher than the esti-

| mated cost,

the JMBA

forcing
Flﬂclﬂh'lfr!lllm1m

lowest bid then was Tk 1421

| Trore

Meanwhile, being advised
by the World Bank, the gov-

| ernment has recently decided

1o Mt restrictions on use of the
country’'s river routes by the
coniractors of the Jamuna
Bridge Project and to open
special accounts in any foreign
bank located in Dhaka for pay
ing the bills.

The government has also
assured the contractors of
steady supply of boulders and
stones from the neighbouring
couniries for the projoct

Ashura
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mourning processions in the
city to observe the holy Ashura.

The main ‘Tazia' proces-
sion, which began from the
lHossaini Dalan, ended at the
Azimpur graveyard. Such pro-
cessions are being held (n the
city since the Mughal period.

A wecek-long fair, a tradi-
tional Muharram event, also
began at Azimpur from
Wednesday.

Various socio-cultural and
religious organisations held
Quran khwani, milad mahfils,
seminars and symposia to
mark the day.

The day was a public holi-
day. Radio Bangladesh and
Bangladesh Television aired
special programmes highlight-
ing the signiflicance of the day:

The Bangladesh Madrassah
Chhaltra Dal held a seminar at
the Islamic Foundation audito-
rium where speakers stressed
the need for upholding truth

and justice in all spheres ol
the society.
The Bangladesh Seerat

Missfon, Haqqani Anjuman.
Dewanbagh Darbar Sharif,
Islamic Foundation, Bang-
ladesh Ahley Sunnat Wal
Jamaat, Kamalla Darbar Sharil,
Darbar-c-Shah Khwaja Shar-
fuddin Chisty. Biswa Muslim
Nirjatan Protirodh Committee,
'Islamic Oikkya Andolon, Jatiya
Sunni Gana Andolon and Jatiya
Imam Samity, among other
organisations, obscrved the

day.

Che Dail

-:*.: 5 -

A ‘Tazia' p
sion of 10th of Muharram.

— Star photo

FBCCI for consensus to
ensure industrial peace

The Federation of Bang-
ladesh Chambers of Commerce

and Industry (FBCCIl) has
called for a national consensus

| to ensure industrial peace and

harmony for iIncreasing

| production, reports UNB.

FBCCI president Mahbubur
Rahman said at the annual
general meeting of the federa-
tion in Dhaka Wednesday that
harmonious relationship be-
iween the management and
workers was esscnltial to run
the country's industries well.

He said, alongwith the free-
markel policy a healthy labour
policy and proper wage-[ixa-
tion based on productivity
should be framed and this calls
for unity of all, irrespective of
party alliliation or opinion.

The FBCCI president em-
phasised the increased role of
the private sector for eco-
nomic development, the pace
ol which in the past two
decades has been slow due to
[requent changes in policies
and programmes.

The present government
has been bringing various
changes in economic policies
and many relorm measurcs
have been undertaken but
their implementation at the
micro- level has continued to
be slow, he observed. :

Rahman called for removing
the existing bottlenecks for
economic rejuvenation through
exchange of views with the
private sector on a routine ba-
sis.

Noting the promising fea-
tures ol the mment's in-
dustrial policy, which he felt
were comparable to those of
other Asian countries, the
FBCCI chief remarked that an
ideal policy was not enough,
only its constant review and
appraisal and correct imple-
mentation could bring about
the desired results.

Speaking on industrial
sickness, he requested the
government (o constitute a

“Board of Industrial and
Financial Restructuring” with
the neces mandate and
powers to solve the lem.
He said although the gov-
ernment has recently allowed

g"_"lvnlc invesiment in the tele-
ones and power sectlors,

necessary amendments of the
concerned laws and proce-
dures are yet to be [inalised.

Rahman pointed out that
the liberal import policy with a
lower tarill had created prob-
lems for the local industry and
was also impeding the expan-
sfon of new {investment.
Liberalisation of trade should
be done in phases, he felt.

He said adequate f[inancial
support to the farmers has to
be ensured to rejuvenate the
agriculture sector which con-
tributes 40 per cent of the
GDP.

Among those who ad-
dressed the AGM were SM
Alauddin, Abul Ahsan, Alauddin
Wahed, Nurul Islam. Mirza
Aboo Mansur, Syed Kamal-
uddin, Lutfar Rahman Khan,
Manzoor Ahmed, Md Na-
siruddin, S K L Shaidullah,
Matlab Ahmed and Asaduz-
zaman Seclim.

Two boys die in
wall collapse

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 2: Two
minor boys were killed on the

. spot when a wall of a school

house in the city colla
Thursday, police said.

were identified as Faruk, 11,
and Shahadal, 8

The two {ll-fated boys were
trapped and killed under the
debris of the broken wall of
Lalkhan Bazar Primary School
while they were standing
during rainfall in the after-
noon, police added.

The bodies were later re-
covered by police and, after
post mortem, handed over lo
their parents.

:

FAO DG election:
Cambodia may
back Bangladesh

The Cambodian government
is e¢xpected to support
Hangladesh's candidacy for the
post of Director-General of the
Food and Agriculture Orga-
nisation (FAO) based in Rome,
reporis BSS.

The indication of Phnom
Penh's "willingness” was com-
municated by Prince Norodom
Sthanouk, the Cambodian head
of state, in a letter sent to
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia early this week, sources
here said.

.~ The sources said
Bangladesh is generally held in
high esteem among the
Cambodians in view of the
"excellent services” provided
by military and police forces of
Bangladesh working for the

UNTAC |(United Nations
Transition Authority in
Cambodia). The services of A
Karim, a shi, as chiel
political adviser for UNTAC, is
also ed as most com-

the sources added.

Meanwhile, Dr A Moyeen
Khan MP who went to Phnom
Penh as a consultant on invita-
tion from the National Demo-
cratic Institute for Inter-
national Affairs, Washingtor,
returned home after holding
several rounds of a meeting
with newly-elected parlia-
mentarians for the formation
of an interim ment

which has been installed today.

Obituary
Dr Taherul Islam, Professor
of the Department of
Economics, Dhaka University,
died of cancer at a clinic here

last night, family sources said.
Ile was 57, reports BSS,

He left behind his wife, one
son and three daughters.

His namaz-e-janaza will be
held today at the Dhaka
University mosque alter Zohr

prayers.
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ments from Japan. the
Netherlands and a consortfum
of international financial Insti-
utions.

The MITI {s providing the
trade insurance for the p
while the Exim Bank of Japan
is investing 225 millfon dol-
lars, the Overseas Economic
Cooperation Fund of Japan 18
milllon dollars while two pri-
vate companics, Chiyoda and
Marubeni, arc investing nine
million dollars each

In separate intervicws with
this correspbndent both
Sawaki and Katagiri, who also
attended the joint committee
meeting in Dhaka as an ob
scrver, ltalked about the prob-
lems [aced by foreign investors
in Bangladesh and the future
prospecis

The two officials laid equal
emphasis on Improving the
overall infrastructure {n
Bangladesh and providing ad-
ditional Incentives 1o loreign
invesiors In line with what
other Aslan countries are offer-
ing

“The Bangladesh govern-
ment has w provide better or
al least equal incentives for
loreign Investors compared o
Vietnam and China.” the MITI
oflicial sald “There should be
some reason why Japanese

businessmen arc going (o
Vietnam, perhaps its image is
betler compared 1o Seouth
Asta "

He wsuggestied providing

loreign investors with a more
effective tax holiday. muking 1

easier for them lo repatriste
profits and a reduetion of tarifl

on imported machincry parts
and raw malterials. "Look at
what other governments are
doing and take necessary mea-
sures,” he advised.

Sawakl also noted that lack
of adequate Infrastructure,
even in the export processing
zones, neceds to be tackled
immediately

“I have heard com-
plaints [rom Japanese busi-
nessmen who have invested in
Bangladesh.” he said.

*Transportation and hotel
[actlities cannot be compared
with other countries of the re-
gion and even shi t of
goods is a problem since it has
to be trans-shipped through
Singapore, Hong Kong and
even Calcutta.”

He pointed out thal a
Japanese busincsamen cannot
reach Bangladesh in one day
and termed it as a “natural
disadvantage”.

He added that a Japancse
government proposal to con-
vert the Chitiagong airport
inte an international one is

still awaiting a reply from the
Ihuuladrnhn‘mmnt.

Both Sawaki and the MIT
official also laid special empha-
sis In improving Lhe living
conditions for foreign In-

vestors in Bangladesh and in
providing adequale flood and
disaster protection to the in-
dustries.

More eating places, particu-
larly Japanese restaurants, and
improved rest angd reerealion
faciiitics have to be provided to
allract Japancse businessamen.

pointed out

Mo
'=I are expeciing the

Japanese investors still smarting

Bangladesh governmenl to
recognise such needs, to make
it an easler place for
businessmen to live in.”

However, he acknowledge
that there is also a need on the
part of the Japanese govern
ment to convince local busi-
nessmeng 1o Iinvest |In
Bangladesh while the oversens
development assistance can be
used to timprove the infrastruc
ture.

"We know the economic
and pelitical importance of the
region and we recognise that
Bangladesh's expectation from
Japan Is very high,® Katagiri
added. .
Saying that a publicity drive
in Japan is needed to attract

businesamen (o Invesl In
. the MITI official
noted that there is ample

scope for setting up man
turing bases in the country o
export goods to Eurepe, the
United States, Japan and evwn
fo the newly independent cen
trul Asfan states.

Sawaki, whe made three
visits to during the
past three years, echoed the
concerns of Investors
for the lack of adegquate flood
protection for their industries

He noted that a number of
factortes In the Chittagong

Export done were
cll;:nlnpd during cyclone n

“After the cyclone we pro
posed that some money s
spent for tlon of the
CEPZ but scheme under
taken s nol progressing very
well” he regretied.

| Somali
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President

out,” reports AFP,

Brawl in Bihar Mushm religious
procession: Three killed

NEW DELHI, July 2: Police shot two people dead and
crowds beat a police driver to death when a Muslim religious
procession degenerated into a brawl in India's eastern state of
Bihar today, local news agencies reported.
groups of marchers started fighting over who should lead the
procession al Katra in Nalanda district, reports Reuter.

PLO may reject US document

AMMAN, July 2: The PLO will
ment designed to bridge the gap between Israelis and
Palestinians on self-government in the occupied West Bank
and Gaza Strip, Palestinian sources said today. The executive
committee of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) is
meeting Palestinian negotiators in Tunis to take a stand on
the document, which the negotiators received in Washington
on Wednesday, they said, reports Reuter.

. L] » - -
Haiti to reinstate Aristide
NEW YORK, July 2: Haitfan military
day that they have accepted a plan to reinstate ousted
Jean Bertrand Aristide on October 30. A
spokesman for General Raoul Cedras sald that the plan pro-

posed Thursday by international mediator Deante Caputo was
acceplable except for "some details that need to be {roned

said rival

probably refect a US docu-

leaders announced to-

Over 100 drown in Philippines

BOCAUE (Philippines), July 2: More than 100 people
drowned when three overloaded boats sank during a religious
procession on a river outside Manila, Philip
tonight. Dozens of people, including many children, were re-
portcd missing after a 30-foot (10 metre) high pagoda carried
by the boats, lashed together and packed with over 300 peo-

pine oflicials said

ple crashed into the Murky river on Friday evening, reporls

Reuter,

Uln'ainéLcla.iJns ownership
of ex-Soviet N-arms

KIEV, July 2: Ukraine's
Parliament today proclaimed
ownership rights over former
Soviet nuclear weapons de-
ployed on its territory, reports
Reulter.

Deputies approved by 226
votes 1o 15 a [oreign policy
doctrine which declared
Ukraine ‘owns nuclear wea-
pons on (ts territory.” But the

Maglaj town cut
off from rest
of Bosnia

VITEZ (Bosnia), July 2: Serb
and Croat forces have sur-
rounded the town of Maglaj
after more than a week of
heavy fighting, apparently
cre: a new Muslim enclave
in central Bosnia, UN officials
said today, reports Reuter.

They said the Maglaj finger,
a salient of territory sur-
rounded by Serb-conquered
areas in the central Bosnian
heartland, was now effectively
cul off from the rest of Bosnia.

Somali gunmen
kill 3 Italian
UN soldiers

MOGADISHU, July 2;: Three
Italian UN soldiers were killed
and at least 14 Itallans and
e¢ight Somalis were wounded
during an attempted arms
sweep in Mogadishu today,
hospital sources said, reports
Reuter.

Sources at a US hospital in
the UN compound in
Mogadishu said had re-
ceived the body ol one [talian
soldicr, the [irst ol ltaly's
2,200-strong contingent to be
killed in the United Nations
Operation in Somalia
[UNOSOM).

Other hospital sources said
at least 14 [tallan troops were
admitted, apparcntly hit by
gunmen.

Steel Mills
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in 1992-93 while the import
duty on finished billet was re-
duced to 15 per cent and VAT
and other taxes reduced to
17.25 per cent during the
same period. |

At l, the CSM has an
outstanding lability of Tk
333.21 crore Including bank
loan of Tk 200.14 crore. The
{actory needs another Tk 190
crore to resume its operation,
which It was not being able to
manage from the banks in fts
present situation.

Another official of the CSM
said the machinery of the fac-
tory, sel up in 1965, were al-
fected seriously by the devas
tating cyelone that hit the
coastal belt on April 29, 1991,
The saline water which Inun-
dated the mills area durtng the
tidal surge corroded some of
the machines. He mentioned
that no measures had been
taken to repatr the machinery,
nor effortsa made to modemrmise
the plant

The Chittagong Steel Mills
Limited, which was set up with
Japanese financial and technd
cal assistance, started its
commercial operation in Au-
gust, 19687 with an investment
of thenn Rs 300 ¢rore

The seven manulacturing
units of the CSM are: the melt-
ing shop. the blooming il
the bar mill. the sheet and

plate mill, the hedvy plate mill,
the galvanizing shop and the
casting and forging shop.

The faciory has an annual
capacity of manulfacturing
46 OO0 metric tonnes of M3
billet, 72,000 mt MS piate,
60,000 MS sheet and 10,000
tonmes of other steel products

document said Ukraine had no
intention of ‘using or
threatening to use them.

The doctrine also said the
lormer Soviet republic ’st-
resses iis intention to become

a mnon-nuclear state in the
luture.’

Ukraine's Parliament is em-
broiled in a lengthy debate on
approving the Start-1 and non-
proliferation treaties under
which it is to give up the 176
former Soviet intercontinental
missiles still on its territory.

The former Soviet republic
pledged last year to back both
g:cu. but an increasing num-

r of deputies, including
Prime Minister Leonid Ku-
chma, say Ukraine should keep
some of the weapons at least
temporarily.

President Leonid Kravehuk
has promised Ukraine will
honour its international obli
gations but shared deputies
concerns that Kiev needs sc-
curity tees and compen-
sation of some dollar 2 billien
US dollar in exchange for giv-
ing up the weapons.

4 electrocuted
in city
By DMCH Correspondent

Four persons including
three members of a Tamily
were eclectrocuted in the city
Friday afternoon.

Sathi (8), her [ather Abdul
Haque (40), and her .
mother Pari Banu | were
killed =and her mother
Kohinoor Begum (30) was in-
jured when the came in con-
Lact of a electrified wire set for
hanging clothes at 46/1, Abdul
Aziz Lane at in the city

at about 3:30 pm yesterday.

Kohinoor Begum was re-
leased from Mitford Hospital
after first aid. The bodies were
sent o the Mitford Hospital

Morgue.
BSS adds from Savar: Nazrul

Islam (18), a hotel boy died on
the spot and Abdur Rab (40)

was scriously after be-
ing clectrocu at the Dairy

The victims were trying to
hang wet clothes on a live
wire, it was reported. The
body of the deceased was sent

to DMCH for autopsy

Sharif
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Sharil sought the pariia-
ment's mandate aflter the
President, who has been

locked In a power struggle
with him since this year,
reflused to sac Punjab
Governor Chaudury Altal

The Governor had dissolved
the Provincial Assembly twice
in a month and vowed teo
resist’ Sharil's move to lake
control of the politically cru-

cial province.
Soon after the resolution,

the hostile government

of Chiel Minister Manaoor
Watto



