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torest piferage and squatting The

inheren! lemen! atbtude lowards
lorests damage seems ingrained
in and stem from the general
considerations thal. since the
state cannol adequaltely address
the food and fuel cnsis of its
citizens, let the people, on their
own, produce something from the
lorest land to sustain
themselves, Forest damage in
the developing countnes thus
take place fully within the
knowledge of the govemment and
their burocratic functionanes It
is therefore almost certain that
without satisfactonly amehorating
the causes of poverty and
advancing the level of literacy,
substantial :/mprovement in the
forestry and environmental
situation seem unachieveable

4. In the erstwhile colonies and
monarchies, forests were owned
mostly by the crown. Forests
were created either as colonial
masters real estate for revenue
earnings of as the native

landioid's privale estates,
General public had no nght over

the fores! land nor on the lores!
produce, although they and their
livestocks and crops were the
frequent wvictims of forest
animals. Even nght of way or
water courses through the
forests were denied. To the

govemment. Co-operation in the
field of forest conservation and
environmental amelioration did
nol make much headway in most
countnes after independence
which is a drawback that must be
overcome through athtudinal
reonentation of the govemment
and the people

6. From the foregoing situations
and realities, a pragmatic
approach evolved in the recent
yvears that ‘glass-house
protection’ of public forests.
stretching over vast tract and
interspersed ‘with dense
habitation i1s an absiurdity without
the active parhcipation and willing

collaboration of forest neighbors.
This led to the evolution of the
concept of “Social Forestry™ as

Employment opportunities
through implementation of the
forest production and manage-
ment programmes and pro-
cessing Iindustnes including
cottage Industnes.

The service functions of forests
ke soil and water conservation,
protecting hinterlands from
cyclonic storms and tidal surges,
environmenttal amelioration thro-
ugh smoothering effect on
temperature, maintenance of
humidity, and micro-climatic
influences forestenng agnculture
and comfortable human living
8. The forest coverage in mosl
gountnes of our region being
lesser that the bare minimum
requirement for a country and the
demand of forest products being
much higher than corresponding
supply, and with demand
increasing disproportionately
compared to conlemporary
attempt at resource build up,
there exist an over-oriding
necessity for appropriateness in
planning and programming. and
fixation of pnority in the
implementation of social forestry
development programmae in order
o address the resources
constratint issues. The forestry
sector in the past has not
forstered the full participation of
pecple in planning , implementing,

Environment
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people through afforestation
activity 1t also helps generaling
employment through rewvitalizing
the cottage industry. A mass
movement can be created
through this programme by
bringing awareness about the
tree. resources anll their
conservation. With govemment
initiative the Forest Department
had successfully implemented
the “community forestry” project
in some northern distncts of
Bangladesh with ‘aclive
participation of the people.
Seeing the success story, the
Forest Department is inspired to
take another project of similar
nature namely *Thana
Afforestaton and Nursery
Development™ for the entire
country except the hill districts. It
s expected ihat this project will
also be a successful one with
aclive
cooperation of the people. The
important actvities of this project
are’

a) Raising
distnbution
b) Establishment of nursery at
each thana;

seedlings for

participation and -

the rural people through social

forestry programme. Secial

forestry will create an opportunity

for extra income for the rural
farmers. Demand for fuel wood is
severe. Homestead afforestation

will provide fuel for household
consumption thereby saving
some expenditure on one hand
and on the other can eam some
money by selling the product in
the market

Agro-forestry can also be

introduced under social forestry
programme where it 15 possible 1o,
cultivate tree and agncuftural

crop together on the same pléce
of land Agro-forestry can binhg a
substantial change n  the
agncultural production sgstem,
This programme will. "help
producing food grains,. ree
resources and bnng - an
improvement in the socio-
e~onomic condition of the rural
larmers.

Social forestry can bnng about an
accredited change in consernving
the eavionment. Considenng the
socio-aconomic condiion and
status of the forest in this
country, the traditional forest
management can do hitle about
the conservation of resources
and the development of the
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for personnel domestic
requirements. Such bourgeois
dominations had been counter
productive and resulted In
hatching out and fanning hostite
between the forest cwners and

lorest neighbours.
5 After independence from

colonial rules or abaolition of
Monarchhes and Landlord
System, though ownership of the
forests came to the national
governments, but the legacy of
custodial -management attitude
and alien treatments to forest
neighbours continued as before.
-On the negative side of the story,
in place of the stiff colonial rule a
much leniant application of the
penal provisions of the forest
acts was done by the native
govemment's administration. As
a result substantive control over
forest estate got slack In fact,
major forest denudation and loss
of timber stock in the public
forests took place after change
of ownership from the colonial
mhm'Mnnarchy Wi the  nahinnal

lorestry is a unique forest
management and development
concept evolved perforce by the
developing nations themselves
as their indegenous package to
warrant further forest destruction
by enlisting public participation
and cooperation. This objective 1s
sought to be achieved though a
system of sharing benefits
accruing- out of foredst
management and conservation,
and at the same time shouldenng
respnsibility for fofest protection

by the beneficianes.
SOCIAL FORESTRY: PLANNING
7. The broad spectrum of goods

and services that are desired by

the dsociety from lorestry sector
may be bnefly enumerated as
follows:

!

Trangible products like timber,
poles, tuelwood, fruits, leaves,
pulses and gums.

Multiple use of forest soil
through agro-forestry, silvi-
pasture and silvo-lishery
production system
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equity and demand satistaction
has not been correctly addre-
ssed. Therefore pragmatism in
planning with reasonable proise
for demand satisfaction for goods
and services may be expected
only when the people, for whom
and with whose participaton the

torestry development programme
Is sought to be' implementated.

are involved and consulted is the
planning process. .

9. The major global environmental
concerns ol the conlemporary
world may be broadly summarized

as under _
(1) Water and air poliuton from

domestic and industnal disposals
and emissions,

(1) Improper land use provoking
soil erosion and land slide, and
decreasing soil fertility,

(m) Habitat loss through

deforestation and conversion ef .

wetlands threatening stability of
local and regional environment;
(iv) Degradation of and and sermu-
and zones and advancing
desertification;

(v) Destruction of coastal

ecosystem for fishculture and
agniculture, eventually causing
dissaster though cyclinic storm
sweep and hidal surge;

(vi) Loss of biodiversity and
extinction of species threatening
irrevssible ecological changes;
(vit) Coastal and marine pliution
from hazardous waste disposal
and toxic chemicals;

(viii) Inefficient acquifer re-
charging, wate scarcity and
unhygenic water quahty,

(xi). Green house effect and
global worming.

(x) Ozone layer destruction and
health hazard

10.- Environmental concerns
concommittant with forest cover
loss but recuperable by forest
recreation have got to be
addressed by restoration of lree
covers, Social forestry planning
should therefore recognize the
Basic prnnciple that forest

From the cover of Link magazine, Solomon Islands

resources and forest land should
be.sustanably managed ta meet
the social, 1aconomic, cultural and
spintual human needs of present
and future generations ensunng
at the same time ecological
balance thirough environmental
conservaticon and improvement

11, The forestry For sustainability
of the social forestry programme,
the princip:al issues that need to
addressed In the planning stages
are: .

(1) )/mmediate necessities ol

forest products of the local

communities must be satisfied
through quick returns, and (ii).
paverty alleviation through
employment generation in
forestry works and coltage
industries and multiple use of
torst soil (agrotorestry)

Through a shift to genuine
participatory forestry from the
trachtional custodial approach
sustainability both in terms of

protection and production could
be ensured. Non-government
organizatons could fumcton as
useful facilitator by organizing
the participants into motivated
groups of committed workers
whose interests should aiso be
guaranteed through bilateral or
multilateral legal instruments.
Concluding remarks

It should be remembered in all
national development planning
that:

(1) The sustainability . of all
development efforts is squarely
dependent on the overall
environmental equilibrium.

(in) The same course of forest
destruction and environemental
disequilibnummust be retracked
to retrieve environmental
equihbnum

(m) More attention is needed
lowards human aspects and
social factors rather than treating
forestry merely as a resource

d) Introduction of agro-forestry n
the denuded plamn land sal forest
area,

e) Afforestation in the premises
of the educatonal insttutions

f) Training of the people for
nursery development! and
afforestation

it is possible to bring an
improvement in the economy of

base that means, integrating
conservation with development.
(ivj The '‘Carrying capacity’ of a
resource need be appropnately
assessed in the forestry planning
process before prescrniphions are
made

ivl In 'densly populated
situahons, multiple use of forests
soil in general and agroforestry in
particular should be the basis for
sustainable social forestry
development  Agroforestry
should be viewed both as a
source of diversihed products for
the general well-being of the
neighbonng community. and aiso
as a means of improving soils for
sustainable production

pollution of air, erosion of soil,
augmenting fesources,
generating income elc. and by
indirect influence on socety and
nature can creatle a greater
impact in consening the meagre
forest resources thereby
maintaining the balance of Wr e
environment
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