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uman Rights for Whom ?

With the unantmous endorsement ol the
Vienna Declaration by the delegates (rom 160
countries at the UN world conference on human
ts, the 45-year-old charter on the subject has

tely undergone some necessary changes
and hopefully for the better Going by the reaction
expressed by human rights activists and NGO
(Non-Government anisations) representatives
who held a parallel conference. we tend (o de
scribe the outcome of the conference held from
June 14—25 as no more than a mixed success
The euphoric expression of some of the delegates
after the adoption of the declaration. on the other

hand. ?ve mull#h cause for optimism
Until or unless a copy of the declaration

adopted at the conference is ntl}l"mndi‘wr are only
poorly ul 10 competently make any cCorn-
ment mcqthfptgem of the agreed provisions Bul
two glaring unsuccessful attempts — one, at cre
ating a position for a UN rights boss with the
r to report on an individual country s poor
uman rights record, and the other at setting up
a human rights court— fell through, according to
reports received. After the adoption ol the uni-
versal human rights declaration in 1948, Lhe
charter has gone through ramifications through
nts af the conventions of 1966 and 1976
and legalisations by individual states. Each time
the e of the human rights provisions has
been made wider and more comprehensive
Certainly. some progress has been made. al-
though not at the desired pace and simultane-
ously everywhere. The worst oflenders in terms
of human rights violation are generally the poor
nations but rich developed countries are no an-
gles. The reality is that wider the disparities in a
society the greater the offence against human
rights. Of the human ts. the most basic ones,
the convention red the number to five, were
to be put on the table for their scrutiny and sub-

sequent im t. All the attempts, however,
should be oted to according humans the dig-
nity befitt the most rational of all species.
Unfortunately, the way human hts organisa-

tions like the Amnesty International still have to
concentrate on torture, repression and every
other brutal means resorted to by different gov-
ernments across the globe gives the impression
that those alone are human ts issues.

The concept of an individual's rights would
have been poor indeed if the focus were on just
the repressive measures by various governments.
Evidently, discriminations and disparities are
closely related and therefore, the whole thing ze-
roes in on development of societies in the fullest
me of the term. Along with right to food,
shelter, health, education, speech, faith or belief,
there has to be the ntee for participation in
all developmental works. The 1986 declaration
on development adopted by the UN General
Assembly is very specific on this matter : every
individual has the right to contribute to the eco-
nomic, social, cultural and political development;
and as such to enjoy the benefits in turn.

Clearly the ideal is already lofty enough for a
world where there is still a Bosnia, a South Africa
and an Israel. For realisation of the human rights
goals, therefare, the world must have to wage a

war titself in that the old order will be re-
lac a more rational and human one:
tional bution of wealth lies at the heart of

the problem. It is not [or nothing that Pope John
Paul recently expressed his sadness over the ex-
cessive profit motive as enunciated the
Western societies. Indeed, consumerism has been
pushed Lo the brink so much so that a few enjoy
the cream at the cost of the vast majority. It is
this socio-political aberration that has been the
cause of most of the ills people are subjected to.
The tools of torture, repression and deprivation
are only a creation of an unequal and unjust hu-
man society. So to improve the human rights

records, the target for strikes should be correctly
identified.

Sad Memories Wafting
Across Centuries ~

Today is Ashura. the tenth of the first month
of the lunar Islamic calendar that carries to us
[rom the distance of fourteen centuries the sad
memories of the tragedy enacted on the banks of
Euphrates in Karbala. It is more than a mere day
on the religious calendar. Hussain and Ali Asghar
and Sakina, Forat, Dajla and Karbala — a cluster of
names representing that tragedy are encrusted
in the hearts of specially the Bengali Muslims as
so many drops of eternal tear. We cannot but re-
member on this day one who brought the people
of this Sunni country so close to adopting the
event that divided the Islamic world into two as
almost its folk, nay. national epic. Mir Mosharraf
Hossain did not care much for the politics of the
Arabs. as mean and mindless as politics can be,
that led to the Karbala tragedy. nor even did he
deign to apportion blames on any party. He did
not either go for the religious significance of the
day. which as centuries rolled by, came to cover
the whole of it. The great writer went straight for
the humanity of the denouement on the banks of
Forat. The Sunni Muslims of Bengal weep over
the cruel end of Hussain and all his near ones,
almost all of the progeny of Ali and Fatima that
is, touched by thal point of humanity, not stop-
ping to think whether his was a legitimate claim
to imamat and khilafat.

The Islamic world has been divided even be-
fore Karbala, one can so easily recall the
Khartjites, and has been sundered numerously
ever since that. Bul the greatest schism has oc-
curred on the two points of Ali's Khilafat and the
question of hereditary imamat . This continues to
be one unbridgeable gap that has long been
bridged in the minds of the Bengali sunnis. The
human approach has made it possible, an ap-
proach historically typical of the Bengalees. As a
political watershed or an event of religious im-
port the Ashura tends to divide while only the
human aspect of the day could lead to a sense of
unity. And when it comes 10 an issue of humanity,
there can be no question of unities effected only
on inter-denominational differences of a reli-
glous community like the Islamic Ummah. Ashura
has in it the seed of addressing itself to all hu-

manity to respond to the empathy called the hu-
man connection.

We record on this occasion our saddest yet
fondest feeling of the day. ;

.T. AUGUSTINE,

RIDA — As the faihares
ol macro-economic ma
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enl world wide. people at
the grassroots level are

rediscovering the oldest and

most reliable safety-net: the

NON - MONCY eCONOMy

Surprisingly, over halfl of all

lhe world's production, con
sumption, exchange, Invesi
ment, and sayings are con
ducted outside the money
economy. even In industrial
countres.

In many developing coun
irics the official money de
nominated economies which
arc tracked by nattonal ac

countis and gross national

product (GNP) calculations
make up less than a quarter of
all the economic activity of
these often traditional subsis
lence economies and soctietles

Whether in the G-7 coun
iries, stung by unemployment
and recessions, Eastern Eu
rope and Russia, reeling from
textbook economic “shock
treatment,” or “developing”
countries, people are respon-
ding (o economic mismanage-
ment by reverting to barter,
alternative currencies, ex-
change, and mutual aid, often
assisted by computers, radio,
and phone banks.

Most economists revile
such informal local economics
as backward or inefficient,
while most economic text-
books ignore the rich history
of these alternatives to central

International development analyst Hazel Henderson writes that with the world trying
desperately to recover from the global recession, people at the grassroots level are turning to

the ROR-MONey economy.

banks and nattonal currencies
They focus instead on

monelary and fiscal tools of

management,
on GNP, nationally-averaged

slalistics on unemployment,
inflation and investment levels,

and
slatistics of macro-economics
insufMictent.

Economic models still as-
sume that national economies
are in general equilibrium
(now clearly lost forever) and
that capital, labour, and educa-
tlon are immobile within na-

tional borders. But such
“domestic” economies have

vanished bencath a rising ude
of electronic computer trans
actions of some trillion dollars
of currencies cach day.

Local communities sec the
confusion at the top and are
not in Russia, as the
ruble declines, barter and flea
markets are substi-
tutes. Ofl from Kiev,
Ukraine to Hungary to pur-
chase trucks, ile Russian
engineers design power plants
in exchange for Chinese :unl

People are learning the big
lesson of the information age:
money and information are

equivalent — il you have one,

you have the other

Information networks oper
ate al the bal level where
such monecyless 'counter trade
deals are estimated to com
prise a quarter of all world
trade.

At the local level, barter
clubs now keep track of credit,
investment, and exchange
transactions. These informa
tton networks [unction like
commodity exchanges, just as
paymenis unions and trade
agreements do for govern-
ments. Information is the
world's new currency.

The graver the errors of
macro-economic management,
the more these non-money
economies flourish. They pro-
vide survival, genuine salety
nets and real economic bene-
fits to their participants.

Organizers of such local and
informal economies have real
ized that if central bankers,
the ‘croupiers’ of national
economies, cannot provide the
needed money supply and lig-
uidity for local people to com-
plete their trades and transac-
tions, then aliernative money
information systems can. They
are even willing to pay taxes —
in their own currencies.

in Britain, over 100 local
exchange trading systems

(LETS) are now operating or

invented by
Edgar Cahn of the University of

organizing In such regional
chester, Shellicld and
Swinden, according w0 LETS
Link.

LETS., founded in Vancou-

ver, Canada, link their commu
nitles vin phone banks and

personpal computér bulietin
boards where people post
notices of the services and
goods they need or have o of
fer in trade. The compulters
keep account of the transac
lions and each system names
its unit of account such as
links instead of pounds

One hundred and fifty LETS
sysiems are opera'ing In
Australia and New Zealand
The largest, iIn Auckland, now
has over 2000 members and a
45-person stafl, all paid in its
own currency: green dollars

In the United Siates, ser
vice credits or time dollars,
law professor

Miami, have been introduced
In retirement communities in
Florida and New York City

The time dollars system al-
lows people who wish to help
their neighbours and velunteer
for community service o reg-
istcr Lheir hours worked in a
ceniral computer account sys-
tem, which they may then call

on for belp 10 a
other time dollar volunteer to

cards to which 1

for an-

assist! them

The potential of sucrh ser
vice credil systems s enor
mous for citles wishing 1o pu!
unempioyed people to work on
local rehabilitation and com
munity service programmes

For example. city govern

ments can issue unemployed
people who sign up city cred#n
can then
use o ride local public transit,
in admission to parks, M
raries, recreational facilities

and any other city supported

training programmes and edu

cation

Local chambers of com
merce can cooperale In olly
credit card programumes by ol
fering cut-ratle tickets to local
cinemas and attractions and
meals in participaling restau
ranis during slow business pe
riods.

In Ithaca, New York, the
hometown of Cornell Univer
sity, Ithaca money circulates
via A communily newspa-

r/directory that lists all

usinesses and services ac
cepling payment in Ithaca
mancy s¢ firms and ser-
vieces range from architects,
accountanis, automobile me-
chanics, computer services,

overing a Safety-net: The Non-money Economy

catering, and chiropractor 1o
grocers, hesting and air con-
ditieming, sheet metal work,

in the US, Canada. and Mexioo
recovered [from the wnem-
ployment of the 19308 by jssu-
ing thelr own money

Earlicr example inchude the
city of Worgl in Austria and the
Channel Islands of Jersey and
Guernsey ofl the southern
coast of Britain

All three became encliaves
of prosperity and survived the
botched national polictes of
the period. Today, Jersey and
Guernaey still survive as exam-
ples of how independent, local
credit and moncy systems gan
maintain full loyment,

public services, and low infla-
tion

While economists
bankers have often 1 such
local inftiatives, today may
rely on them to stabilize sput-
tering national economies.

— IPS

and

[azet Henderson served on
the advisory council of the US
Office of Tec Assess-
ment. Her latest book s

Paradigms in Progress, pub-
lished in 199].

Madame PM: Canada's Kim to Shake up Staid House

ILLIONS of Canadians
are wondering what

sort of leader their
new Prime Minister will turn
out to be. It is not simply that
Defence Minister Kim
Campbell becomes the (first
female head ol government afl-
ter 18 men have held the post
over the country's 126-year
history. Her policies remain a
mystery despite a lengthy
leadership campaign that pro-
duced many profiles of an un-
usual woman.

She (s clearly tough and
resilient. She fought off a chal-
lenge from four male candi-
dates to become leader of the
Pro tve Conservative :
In a gruelling leadership con-
vention packed with 3,400
delegates, she won closely on
the second ballot with 53 per
cent over the youthlul
Quebecker, Jean Charest.

As the convention's winner,
Campbell replaces the desper-
ately unpopular Brian Mulroney
as PM and leader of the con-
servalive party since (984,
However, she is expected to
call a national election by.au-
tumn. The conservatives’ man-
date expires in November.

Campbell, 46, had been the
[ront runner ever since
Mulroney announced 1{n
February his coming retire-
ment. Senjor Cabinet ministers
in their discretion decided not
lo run against her, and it was
left to Charest, the
Environment Minister, to

make any sort of fight of it

lle talked of the race in
lerms of Lafontaine's fable of
the hare and the tortoise. As
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Sir, Many views of the
Ekattorer Jishu have been on
the press for a considerable
time. | would now like to point
out a salient feature of this film
in a new way.

Ekattorer Jishu depicts a
man's concern for his mother-
land. Out of desperation, he
gave himself in a noble job as a
result of which, many freedom
fighters were shown to seek
refuge in the Church which he

happened to look after. Jesus

Christ had said, “| have come
to serve and to give my life as a
ransom for many” and as a par-
allel to this the people in the
film exuberantly pursued their
dreams to see the bright shin-
ing sun of liberation. We know
how three million innocent
lives in 1971 were offered to
be dipped into their own
blood. This was bound to give
birth of a new nation —
‘Bangladesh’ as did Christ's
resurrection of a new man-
kind.

Ekattorer Jishu has demo-
nstrated the role that were
played by the minority com-
munity in the Hberation war.
The martyrs wanted Lo see a
land where people of all ages,
culture, religion and caste
would only identify themselves
as 'Bangladeshi’, giving no

room to the communal
feelings.
But, have the events of

1971 really been able to influ-
ence our thoughts? Why did
the recent 'Ayodhya {issue
make the minority community
uncertain about their sense of
belonging to this land? Why
do the activities of Western
nations against Iraq give rise to
apprehensfons in our midst
who are living thousands of
miles away having no part 1o
play at all in those affairs? Why
are the fanatics sometimes
instigated against the #nlerests
of the minority community
who feel insecured? Do we
know the shaded faces of those
bloodthirsty beasts in the
Ekattorer Jishu?

Ekattorer Jishu has sect a
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CANADA'S CAMPBELL
Doing politcs. dilerently

he began to catch up, his sup-

porters showered him with toy

turties. Campbell won mainly

because the convention dele-
gates were chescen and com-

mitted to her before Charest
had made a real impact. In her
victory speech, she paid him a
flippant compliment: “You're
one hell of a tortoise.”

There is little mystery about
her personal dife. Her father,
George, beecame a sueccessful
lawyer in Vancouver after be-
ing wounded in the [talian
campaign ol World War Two.
But her parents separaled
when she was 12, and she
worked her way through uni-
versity. She married a mathe-
matics professor 21 years
older and with three young
daughters. That marriage
lasted ten years and her sce-
ond collapsed when she had 1o
move to Ottawa, as an MP's life
can be "intolerably lonely.”

stepping-stone in our f[ront.
Keeping in views the purpose
for which this country was. lib-
erated, can we try to use this

stone in our long journey?

Harold D Biswas
Plassey, Dhaka

Democratic Forum

Sir, Bangladesh Democratic
Forum lately launched and

presently headed by Dr Kamal
Hossain aims at forging a na-
tional consensus irrespective
of party affiliations so as to
help build up a stable demo-
cratic order. The forum in its
declaration promises to work
for Erenunlﬁe healthy atmo-
sphere in political arena
to set the hard earned demo-
cracy on a strong footing. On
the occasion of launching the
Forum, the organisers ar-
ranged a seminar on "demo-
cracy, rule of law and the na-
tional economy." Democracy s
synonymous with develop-
ment and vice versa-a pheno-
menon—which the Forum
should take a note of. So we
urge upon the Forum's organ-
isers to stress the need — na-
tional and international — of
focusing on balanced develop-
ments. in the neglected re-

gions.

One such region is the
western part of Bangladesh,
comprising Rajshahi and
Khulna Divisions having about
52% of the available land of

h but less than 48%
mPuhﬂun. The river
Jamuna divides the country
into two zones — Eastern and
Western. In the major part of
the country e Western Zone,
compared to Eastern Zone,
there is the prohibitively huge
cost of production, particularly
due to the absence of gas,
availability of significantly in-
sufficient electricity and total
dependence on Dhaka for
procuring and marketing the
products in the absence of the
Multipurpose Jamuna Bridge

with broad rallway track.
Unfortunately the Jamuna

Not since the era of Pierre Elliott Trudeau has Canada had the
prospect of a lively and outspoken leader. With the ruling
Conservatives electing Kim Campbell as their party leader and
first woman PM, the country with a penchant for interminable
constitutional debates and Royal Commissions may produce some
excitement. As Gemini News Service's Canada correspondent re-
ports, the three-month leadership race was filled with quick.
bell but little in the form of policy.

Clyde Sanger writes from Ottawa

cute tes m Ca

In a recent interview shc
said : "I have a good sensc ef
humour, a very black sense of
humour. | think | am a very
strong person. Every difficulty
| have dealt with has helped to
make me stronger. I've not led
a sheltered life. I've had a very
difficult life, and | think that's
may be one reason why a lol of
Canadians relate to me.”

It was her sense of humour
that made her pose for a pho-
tograph, when she was Justice
Minister, with bare shoulders
holding her legal robes up in
fromt of her. This slightly risky
photegraph became famous,
and helped her campaign by
giving her the image of a lively
and adventurous spirit.

But the image of her as a
politician is fuzzier. She
started in the right-wing
Social Credit party that ran the
British Columbia provincial
government for decades. When
she reached Ottawa in 1988,
Mulroney soon brought her
into Cabinct and she strongly
supported his conscrvalive
policies of privatisation and

Bridge has provisions for me-

tre guage railway track. The
decision of proposed metre
guage railway track on it was
abruptly and u ly taken.
In 1969 United Kingdom's
"Freeman Fox and Partners”
and in 1973 Japan's "Japan
International Co-operation
" in their survey reports
recommended for broad guage
railway tracks on the proposed
bridge. The purpose of this
recommendation was to con-
nect Dhaka directly with 85%
of the Western region and the
country’'s single natural port
Mongla without any interrup-
tion and c . Besides,
in the Western region, jute
mills, sugar mills, newsprint
mills, all the major large scale
industries and the unexplored
deposit sites of mineral re-
sources are connected by
broad guage railway tracks. In
the absence of direct raflway
connection with Dhaka due to
proposed metre railway
track and with the changeover
from the metre guage to broad
guage and vice versa, the

bridge will make the journey
and the movement of goods
troublesome, risky, time con-
suming and costly. Such prob-
lems will always aggravate.

Besides, our country is con-
nected by the broad guage
tracks with the neighbouring
countries — India, Pakistan,
Iran and on wards. In future, in
international trade only broad
guage railway tracks will help
us to be an international corri-
dor so as to earn a substantial
amount of foreign exchange in
handling the international
cross traffic. For more agricul-
tural development, particularly
in the Western region, a fertil-
izer factory is installed al
Sarisabari ncarer to the
Jamuna Bridge. Installation of
broad guage railway track over
the bridge will facilitate distri
bution of the fertilizer at a
cheaper rate directly to 85%
area of the western region

North Bengal is primarily
dependent on agriculture. In
the production of sugar, to

free trade with the United
Slates.

She was praised lor compe-
lence and hard work in her
three years as Juslice
Minister, but feminist groups
have criticised her for bringing
legislation (defeated in Lhe
Scnate) that would have madc
abortion a criminal ollence,
and her gun control bill was an
unsatisfactory compromisc. As
Defence Minister since
December, she has awkwardly
had to supporl a previous doect
sion to acquire 50 military he-
licoplers, mostly for Cald War
purposes Lhal are now oul:
dated, at the high cost of CS
5.8 billion.

The clearest promisc she
made in her campaign was Lo
climinate the federal budget

deficit within five ycars. This is

a formidable task, as it still
stands ai C8 32 billion this
year despite years ol cosl-cut-
ting. With a general clection
due by November and onc¢ and
a hall milion Canadians un-
employed, she can hardly al-
ford to slash government

e

bacco, mango, the whole coun-
try is dependent on North
Bengal. In paddy, pulse, onfon,
ginger and the supply ol skins
and hides, about 80% of the
country's requirements are
met from north Bengal.
Progressive deforestation ag-
gravates the agricultural prob-
lem there. Signs of desertifica-
tion, decline of minerals, che-
micals in the soil are pro-mi-
nently apparent. There is an
abrupt fall in the underground
water levels, and rise in forma-
tion of acute and massive silts,

On the foot-steps of the
mountain Himalaya, abrupt and
massive felling of trees and lit-
tle downward the Farakka
Barrage aggravate the flood,
silt and environmental prob-
lems in the region. Drought
and floods have become com-
mon phenomena. North Bengal
is blessed with enormous min-
eral resources like coal, china
clay, hard stone, cement etc.
But their drillings, explorati-
ons are completely dependent
on foreign technology, funds
ctc.

Since development is syn-
onymous with democracy and
vice versa, would the Forum
come forward to focus on the
vital problems of the neglected
region particularly of North

Bengal?

Md Anwarul Afzal,
Ex-Member,

National Railway Consultative
Committee,

Gout. of Bangladesh.

' with the Incoherence. The

"Zee TV"

This has reference to the
letter published yesterday
under the caption "Zee TV".

We share the views ex-
pressed in the letter. The
programme'is sent by Zee TV
to The Daily Star for publica-
tion. We have nothing to do

malter has already been taken
up with Zee TV in Bombay

Tawfig Aztz Khan
Managing Editor
The Daily Star
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It's a Good Budged but
still Dependent on Aid |

by Shahabuddin Mahtab

Neither a borrower nor a lender be,
For loan oft loses both itself and friends,
And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry

spending and throw more
people out of work.

She talked often of doing
politics differently” and re-
building people's trust in gov-
ernment. Another of the lcad-
ership candidates, Paitrick
Boyer, quoted Ghandi's saying
that the sevenih modern
deadly sin was “politics with-
outl principle” and called on
his fellow Tories to “pul prin-
ciple back into politics.” This
was veiled criticism of the
Mulroney style of the ruling
Canada, and is a cluc to the
changes Campbell wants to
bring, [irian Mulronecy came lo

Ly

In the early 1970s Campbell
siudied for a doctorate on
Saviet government at the
London School of Economics.
In her one major reference o
world aflairs during the cam-

paign, she sounded a con-

vinced internationalist. She
warnced Canadians 1 were
living In a lool's ise” if

they to distance them-
sclves from the problems of
poor countrics and argued that
“in this new world disorder,
Canada 1s not a middle power,
Canada is a major power.”

Her performance will be
wialched closely at the Group
ol Seven summit in Tokyo in
July, and at the Francophone
and Commonwealth summits
in October. Despite the ocea-
sional foreign newspaper
hcadline which suggests oth-
erwise, Campbell 1s not ltkely
to be another Margaret
Thatcher. At 17 she wrole in
her high school year-book a
quotation from George Bernard
Shaw: “The reasonable man
adapts himsell to the world ;

resign hoecatise he Wals 86 mis* * ~thtAmtedsbhable one pefasts
ular that he "1W 19 '(b adapt the world to
" Himders

tristed and unpop

would have lost the next clec-

HE budget for the fiscal
Ty:ar 1993-94 presented
this year by the Finance
Minister has shown us a way
lor the future, to be a self-
relfant and a self-respecting

nation. It we are able to
tighten up the corruption in

its worst forms, also tighten up

our belts for a few years, stop
the misuse even merciless
destruction of scarce
resources, begged

countiries with many condi-
tionalities, we can lead an

honourable life. There is no

casy way to get out of the pre-
sent rut. Many
have to be taken which would
lead to the ultimate good, and
stability of the country.

VAT, a stable form of rev-
enue now, was flercely op-
posed when it was first intro-
duced. Similarly, when the
government stopped the ex-
port of wet blue hides it meant
some hardships for a short pe-
tiod only.

No government can be run
without taxes and dutfes but
the taxpayers have a right to
know whether their sacrifices
have gone down the drain, or
pul to productive purposes.

Our 'system loss' and waste-
fulness have created a world
record. The Turkish Vice
President of the World Bank
sald, that we could have a

Jamuna Bridge every four

years, if we could stop the
system losses’. And, unfortu-
nately for us, this has now be-
come a part of our vocabulary.
If we go a little further
down, the original estimate for
the setting up of the Ashugan|
(Now Zia) Fertilizer Factory
was Tk. 350 crore. There were
continuous time overruns and
cost overruns, and the costs
shot up to more than Taka one
thousand crore. In only one
project the country lost more
than Tk. 700 crore. The gen-
eral contractors, Foster
Wheeler had an agreement
with the government, that
their contracting fee will be a

\'Llurd percentage of the total

cost. the story does not end

— S.'mkeaE-are_._

and
borrowed from the donor

hard options

Zia Fertilizer
Factory was ceremonially
opened, by late President
Justice Saltar, when the
Factory was non-functioning. It
did not produce e¢ven one
ounce of urea on that date.

In the several hundred
projects which have been re-
portedly completed, it is the
same old story. The huge red
brick structure containing the
Bangladesh Educational
Equipment Board (BEEB) in
Mirpur is non-functioning.
Similar {s the case with the
Leather Finishing Centre in
the liazaribag area.

In fact, the government
could do with far less aid,
grants and loans, if there was
accountablility at every step.
With every passing year, the
debt burden s pitilessly in-
creasing, and now one-third of
our export earning Is spent on
debt servicing.

In the area of revenue ex-
penditure, there is scope flor
enormous savings. We do not
need to hire an entire plane,
when the objective could be
equally attained by using the
commercial airliners. We do
not need to build fashionable
palaces costing crores ol taka
For a poor country like ours,
standard, accommodable
apartment should be enough.

The Finance Minister has
done us good, in giving us a
sizable surplus revenue budget.
Now the other task of stopping
all wasteful expenditures await
us. We could do with much less
aid, and also the humiliating
conditions imposed on us by
the donor countries, lor

"borrowing is not much better
than beggary "~

Some three decades back,
Thailand and South Korea
were al the same level of de-
velopment as we were. Now
they have become Lhe "Asian
Tigers.”

With good sense and good
intentions, yearly growth rate
of ten to fifteen per cent is nol
an unachievable target for us.

there. The




