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ﬂ'lie Attack on Baghdad

i Bill Clinton wanted to turn some of the
strora_eal US allies during the Gulf War into crit-
ics his fledgling administration, to give
President Saddam Husseln a boost on the domes-
tic front, to take a calculated risk about unpre-
dictable Iraqi retaliation against American citi-
zens and, finally. to be accused of double standard
for his failure to act, even marginally, as firmly
with the Serbs as he has done with hdad, he
could not have indeed put on a better perfor-

mance.
The US weekend missije attack on lraqi intel-

headquarters in retaliation for an alleged
ad plot to assassinate former President

Bush raises all kinds of questions and
only a few charitable ones for Clinton,-and
hardly “ﬂf that would put the US leader's political
¢

ju#n in a favourable light.

take the worst possibile view of the scenario
— and many in the Arab world do so just now —
we may be witnessing the beginning of a new

challenging chapter in Washington's relations
not just with dad but also with several other
Arab captitals, one that Clinton, with his limited

experience in world affairs, may find difficult to
handle. Our scepticism may prove groundless —
we hope it does lor the sake of peace and stability
in the region — and that some moderating influ-
nces, perhaps through the United Nations or
fe'mtn countries like Egypt, Saudi Arabia and
Jordan, play their role to prevent the situation
from gmg out of control.

At this moment, the only gain that the Clinton
administration has made {from {ts exercise on
Sunday is an impressive measure of popular sup-
part at home f{or its action, with a sizable number
of people even approving the assassination of
Saddam in an opinion poll nrp%anlstd by a TV
network. This is sheer jingoism. It is just possible
that the White House, still fighting to win a re-
spectable ratin%]fnr Clinton in opinion surveys, is
too pleased with the popular support for the as-
sault on Baghdad to evaluate the cross-currents of
views outside the United States.

To varying degrees, the disapproval of the US
actjon among non-western, especially Islamic, na-
tions is based on almost identical reasons. In the
first place, it must have been known to
Washington that Iraq's intelligence headquarters,
the target of the missile attack, were located in
civilian populated areas and that the assault would
most certainly cause deaths among ord citi-
zens. This is precisely what happened, which has
been regretted by Clinton. On the other hand,
tens of millions of TV viewers around the world
have seen, perhaps with uneasy conscience, thou-
sands of Iraqis parading the streets of Baghdad
with coffins of victims of US aggression. We are in
no position to measure the total impact of this
spectacle on the Muslim world. Again, one would
wonder how many of US allies were consulted in
advance by the Clinton government about the at-
tack and how many ol them went along with
Washington's plan. The overall impression, con-
firmed the White House, is that it was very
much an unilateral US plan. While Clinton
thought it wise to avoid involving any of the allies
in what he must have known as a hazardous mis-
sion, the action also underscored Washington's
growing tendency to act on its own, outside
frameworks of multilateral consultation, even the
United Nations. It may also cause dismay amo
many, nations that the US assault on Baghdad too
place just when the trial of alle%:d plotters of the
attempted assassination of Bush had been going
on in Kuwait. Many would see Was on's action
as an affront to the judiciary of the Gulf state, a
demonstration of lack of respect for the Rule of
Law on the part of a country whose constitutional
guarantees in this field, as in so many other areas,
provide lessons to the world.

If we see the weekend US missile attack on
Baghdad as an avoidable disaster, we also pray and
hope that goodsense will prevail on both
Washington and Baghdad to ensure that conse-
quences of the action remain within the limits of
sanity and commonsense.

A Deplorable Act

The attack on the meeting of Dr Karmnal Hossain
allegedly by the Awami League activists in
Faridpur has once again exposed the political in-
tolerance and immaturity at their crudest. The
love-hate relations between the AL leadership
and the once-key member of that party has
now perhaps plunged into unalloyed hatred. Dr
Kamal Hossain had his share of humiliation at the
hands of some unruly and indisciplined members
of the party's Prﬂung cadre. That incident brought
about the riit between the respected politician
and his parent political organisation. He then
floated his own organisation, the Democratic
Forum.

However, there is no evidence thal the attack-
ers then were reprimanded, let alone any appro-
priate action — as demanded by such a rough
treatment with a man of Dr Kamal's standing —
against them by the party high command Cﬂulg be
taken. This time the attack has taken place in
Faridpur and yet this does not exonerate the AL
leadership from the responsibility of the guilt for
two reasons : first, the AL leaders have condoned
the earlier musclemanry and offence, making way
for further attacks on Dr Kamal and his meetings;
second, and no less important, the party high
command seems to have lost control over its ac-
tivists at different levels.

Neither of these inferences can be palatable for
the party that has so much to its credit, including
the leadership in the struggle for independence
of the country. Any failure on the count of keep-
ing the democratic values aloft by a party like the
AL is a serious breach of trust between the party
and the people who closely follow its moves and
desire to find it in its proper role as the opposi-
tion party in parliament. If the party resorts to
such undemocratic activities, it surely loses the
moral right to condemn attacks by government
agencies or other parties on its meetings.

What, however, the party patently falls to re-
alise is that such misconceived behaviour to reap
political dividends does no credit either to itself
or to the country's politics in general. The need
of the time is to come out of the abominable prac-
tice of musclemanry and work for better political
programmes that hopefully have the potential to
catch the fmagination of as many people of the
country as possible. The choice. therefore, for
parly is political savvy or wisdom. This time the
option for the AL is harder still because it will
have to prove its innocence by taking action
against its most hard-line followers.

CLINTON'S LACK OF CREDIBILITY POSES A CRISIS

Bosnia Conflict Creates Dangerous Religious Divides
on the Global Scene

ITH the credibility ol governments in
the United States, in several European
countries and in Japan reaching all-

time low, the disenchaniment In the
developing world with the industrialised North
casts long shadows over global co-operation.

As this disenchantment gradually turns into
allenation, creating new divides along rell-

ethnic, cultural and regional lines, even
the established frameworks of co-operation,
such as the United Nations, remain in a limbo
We may well be witnéssing the worst possible
scenario, marked by drift and indecision, on
the international scene. And, sadly enough, a
change for the better is hardly in sight, not
certainly after the missile attack on Baghdad.

The developing world places the blame on
the Clinton administration in the United
States, on several powerful countries in the
European Community (EC) and with the
United Nations. almost in this erder. They are
not acting together. In fact, their inability to
agree on a single forward-looking plan of ac-
tion serves as a negative factor in the situation.
However, acting under its own volition, each is
adding to the crisis, turning a volatile situation
inte an explosive one and a clash of arms into a
bloody conflict, with thousands of Muslims
fleeing from Bosnia as homeless refugees look-
ing for a sanctuary in a faraway Pakistan.

It is the conflict in Bosnia which, of course,
tops the list of dismal failures of the interna-
tional community. It is also Bosnia that under-
scores indecision and abrupt change of signals
of the Clinton administration. it i{s Bosnia that
has revealed the anti-Muslim bias at the deci-
sion-making level of some EC members.
Finally, it is Bosnia which has put into focus
the fatlure of the Islamic world to come to the
«escue of the strife-torn republic. But, then, to
quote from the Die Welt of Bonn, "Even if this
war ends with an almost total victory for the
Christian Serbs over the Muslims, even if one
accuses — obviously rightly — the Muslim stales
of having done nothing for their brothers-in-
faith than to provide a few good words and lit-
tle money, even then, the Muslims will nol
forget how the West let Bosnians face their
destruction without lifting a finger.”

This comment from a leading German
newspaper provides one of the clearest — and
the grimmest — possible signals of what lies
ahead in Europe and the international scene. I
the western plan for creating three ethnic
states in Bosnia goes through, then a chunk of

A section of US experts have picked up a new outcry : Save the
western values and standards from a concerted attack from
other civilisations. Some even see a threat from a combination of

Confucian and Islamic states.

Gaza strip and the Golan Heights, except that
Muslims may be driven out, completely cleared
ofl, from their own homes.

In 1947. the division of India to create a re-

ligion-based state ol Pakistan was seen as a po-
litical anachronism by many presenl-day so-
phisticated western politicians or their forefa-
thers. Some of them also rightly saw the cre-
ation of Israel, another state based on religion,
in the same light.

More than four decades later, they are out
to do something worse — much worse — right
in the heart of Europe. To some of these so-
called experts, "world politics is entering a
new phase in which the lundamental source of

conflict will be ncither ideclogical nor eco-
nomic.” It is the “clash of civilizations™ which
will dominate relations among nations.

Is it part of some kind of a consensus that is
emerging among experts in the West, espe-
cially in the United States? Hopefully not
However, writing for the New York Times ear-
lier this month, Samuel P Huntington, Director
of the Olin Institute for Strategic Studies at the
Harvard University says, "In the short term. il
is clearly in the interest of the West to pro-
mote greater cooperation and unity in its own
civiltzation . (Italics mine.)

If one takes Huntinglon's argument to its
logical extreme, how can one deny Hindu fa-
natics or Muslim fundamentalists their right to
¢reate their own [rameworks lor the so-called
co-operation and unity within their respective
folds?

In fact, this learned Professor of the
Harvard University takes up a more dangerous
line when he elaborates on this thesis. To
quote from his article again, "The central axis

sponses of the non-Weslern civilisations io
Western power and values.” Then, he wakes up
to another “danger” which many would find
outrageous: "The most prominent example of
anti-Western cooperation is the connection be-
tween Confucian and Islamic states that are
Western values and

If politiclans in the West are in confusion,
so is a section of their experts. They have one
thing in commen. Instead of sorting out their
confusion, they keep trying out their tentative

answers, their hall-baked ideas, including
some racialist ones, on their uninformed — or
ill-informed — public. Then, there is the me-
dia, all to willing to publicise views which, di-

rectly and indirectly, fuels the sense of alarm
about the crisis in western values.

At one stage or another, one must attribute
this crisis to the intellectual and political cli-
mate in the United States, to the prevailing

mood in Washington and, last but not the least,
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o the dismal periormance — how | wish, |
could put it more politely — of the Clinton ad-
ministration.

it was perfectly within the power of
President Clinton to remain firm on the gues-

tion of saleguarding the territorial integrity of
Bosniia, take a firm line against “ethnic cleans-
ing” launched by Serbs and in the cre-
ation of "safe havens” for Muslims. All this had
been once agreed to by Washingion, based on
resolutions adopted by the UN Security
Council.

Then, as Anthony Lewis, one of the best US
commentators, says in his piece in the
International Herald Tribune [(IHT) last
Tuesday, "President Clinton had just signaled
that he might accept a thrte-way partition of
Bosnia, allowing Serbs to keep the [ruits of
thetr ssion ... He inherited an appalling
problem because of George Bush's weakness on
Yugoslavia. But Clinton made it worse —
dramatised the weakness — by calling for
stronger action and then giving up. The prece-
dent is a terrible one, for other areas of ethnic
tension and for American prestige.”

Then comes a grim warning from Lewis,
which, one hopes, has reached the White
House: "The faflure to lead on this painful
problem — the failure to act t murderous
aggression — will haunt Bill Jor the rest
of his political lffe. {Italics mine.) No, Lewis Is
not talking of the rest of the first term of the
Democratic leader or, for that matter, of his
reelection.

So. one cannot help talking abeut
Washington's selective application of human
rights and question the US credibility at the
just concluded global meeting in Vienna. Al the
same {ime, one cannot also stop wo
why when Washingion once nearly
life out of a socialist launched tnva-
sions against Granada and Panama to protect
its somewhat questionable interest, waged a
war to drive Iraq out of Kuwait and has
launched missile attack on should be
indecisive, setting a process of drift in motion,
in Bosnia. Is it just the failure of Clinton to lead
his country? Is it the end of the myth of a new
world order emerging with the break-up of the
Soviet Union? Or does it demonstrate the in-
herent weaknesses of the socio-political sys-
tem in the West which never ceases advising
others how to manage their affairs before set-
ting its cwn house in order? These are difficult

the republic, now belonging to Muslims, will
be fust like the occupied Arab territory in the

of world politics is likely to be the conllict be-
tween the West and the rest, and the re-

Courtesy : The International flerald Tribune.

questions to ask. They are also more difficult to
answer — just now.

still-confidential report
A of a British parliamen-
tary committee says the
United Nations is moving to-
ward greater military interven-
tionism in sovereign stales as a
way of underpinning peace.
The cross-party Foreign
Aflairs Committee [(FAC) of the
House of Commons illustrated
the huge and sudden escala-
tion of UN commitments with
these examples :
® In early 1992 there were
10,000 UN peacekeeping
troops around the world. By
December there will be 100,-
000 in 12 conflict zones.
Moreover, there are 13 other

explosive trouble spots where,
‘thus far, ‘the ‘Blue-beréfed sol-’

diers are not involved biit’

could be.

¢ The new generation of UN
peacekeeping operations has
been broadened along with the

definition of "threats to inter--

national peace and security” to
situations within sovereign
states. These have taken place
in countries where a govern-
ment was perceived to be
harming its citizens (the Kurds
in Iraq); and where national
administration has broken
down [Somalia).

* Additionally the UN has
responded to calls for inter-
vention in conflicts within
states, as distinct from con-
flicts between states where an
international dimension is
deemed to exist. This has oc-
curred within the former.
Yugoslavia and within some of
the republics of the former
Soviet Union like Georgia.

In its investigation of the
UN's expanding role the FAC
members — comprising seven
Conservative and four Labour
MPs — visited UN headquar-
ters in New York and Geneva
and the three regions where
major UN operations are tak-
ing place — Yugoslavia, Cambo-
dia and Somalia.

With the end of Cold War,
UN peacekeeping has become
a sort of global growth indus-
try. The world body has been
drawn into new phic ar-
eas far beyond the Middle
East, African and Indian sub-
continental confines to which
the superpower struggle had
restricted such activities, :

Now, the FAC notes, Central
America, Afghanistan, Cam-
bodia, the former Yugoslavia
and the former Soviet Union
itsell are on the agenda. Each
situation poses special de-

Sir, Please refer to the let-
ter captioned published in The
Daily Star on June 6. Going
through the letter of Mr.
Nasim Khan one can well ap-
prehend his miserable frustra-
tions, due to the perennially
stalled repatriation of the

stranded Pakistanis since the

tragic 1971 War of Liberation.
Only seeing 1s belleving as to
the extreme, appalling and
mediaeval plight through
which these souls are lan-
guishing in 66 camps spread
over Bangladesh, a living tes-
timony to the scourge of a
polity gone haywire from the
era of the late Pak PM Z A
Bhutto, While the stranded
Bangladeshis returned back to
their land of choice without a
hitch the unfortunate stranded

Pakistanis were slapped with

Inside the UN —

Doubt and Debt-II

‘Who 1s to Pay for All this Peacekeeping?

Arthur Gavshon writes from London

With the end of the Cold War, United Nations peacekeeping has become a

growth

industry globally. A British parliamentary committee says by the end of this year
there will be 100,000 UN troops in 12 conflicts around the world. As the UN raises
its involvement in bringing peace to the world’'s hot spots, who, asks Gemini News

Service, is

going to foot the bills?

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY
183 members in need of more funds

mands with mﬂit—nry as well as
civillan elements which in-

clude police monitoring,
verification of human rights,
maintenance of law and order,
electoral supervision and the
provision of protection for
humanitadan relicl operations,

The FAC report poinis oul
that the UN role gocs beyond
coaxing parties to a dispute
into negotiation, and then im-
plementing any agreement,
which requires special skills.
The changing nature of con-
flicts in a destabilised world
poses new problems, the re-
port says. It argues: "The UN is
based around the coneept of
the state and peacekeeping as
it has developed is designed Lo
deal with inter-state wars —
policing ceaselire lines be-
tween two states, kecping
apart lwo delined groups of
combatants.

Peacekeeping operations to
try lo contain or end conflicts
within states [as in Somalia) or
between or within new states
emerging from the collapse of

a state ( as in Croatia, Serbia
and, especially, Bosnia), where
ethnic or nationalist passions
are high, do not readily fit the
categories in Chapter VI or VII
of the Charter and thus cause
the most difficulties for the
UN,

In short the UN peace-
keepers become exposed to
the interplay of the contending
national political forces as has
happened in the Yugoslav
drama. Small wonder, then,
that UN contingents seecking
to protect the delivery of
emergency food and medical
aid to besicged communitics
should come under fire by the
besiegers.

In pencral these UN protec-
tive units have been inhibited
by firing back lest their impar-
tiality be challenged. They have
been armed "on the cxpecta-
tion that the parties will hon-
our their commitments” and
even if they could fight their
way through one or two road-
blocks they need on the whole
to count on a series of locally

negotiated arrangements to
deliver their life-saving sup-
plies.

. Against this background of
vastly extended peacekceping
and peace-enforcing activity,
the attention of the FAC, in-
evitably, turned to the UN's
ability to fund its commit-
ments. The tale it told was a
sorry one and focuses mainly
on critical problems arising
from ,the arrears that have
piled up by countries gripped
by recession.

The report says the UN is
funded under a system of as-
sessed and voluntary contribu-
tions by its 183 members,
Assessed dues cover member-
ship and peaceckecping costs;
voluntary contribulfons rclale
to development and humani-
tarian help. Mcembership duces
are assesscd on a country's
abilily to pay — ranging from
the Unmited States which
coughs up 25 per cent and
Albania whieh gives 0.002 per
cenl.

At the end of 1991 the UN
was owed more than $800
million in arrcars. A year later
the amount had come down to

8500 million. The US was sin-

gled out as being the worst of
the slow payers and at one
point was rcsponsible for 80
per cent of the UN's debt.

This, the FAC report says,
quoting former British Amba-
ssador Sir Crispen Tickell, was
because the Ronald Reagan
administration was "out to spit
the UN" as a way of retaliating
against General Assembly votes
critical of US policies. Since
1990 though, the US has been
working ofl its arrears at the
annual rate of 840 million.

Other couirtries are in debt
to. the [FAC nofted. Russia, in
1992, owed S175 million just
for i1s peacckecping asscss-
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restrictions

several
"divided family”, "Central Gowvt.
employees”, "Railway employ-
€es .

..

The worst effeet was
brought on in the interpreta-
tion of this sacred word
‘family’ which was used, mis-
used and abused in the utmost
comical manner compounded
by the handy tool of "wheat re-
lief distribution” which re-
sulted in the birth of monsters
similar to the mafioso clan. In
the seas of abject poverty and
human sufferings where the
multitudes walk around like
fish-eyed zombies incoher-
ently mumbling due to starva-
tion and widespread malnu-
trition a group of well-dressed,
well-fed monsters holding

sway of the lives of the inmates
of the said 66 camps with

their combination of wealth

and connections perhaps man-
aged to safeguard their (évil)
cmpires. Perhaps, these are
the persons to whom Mr. Khan
hinted, while on every occa-
sion from the columns of your
esteemed paper we had cau-
tioned that these
Frankensteins in the name of
reenumerating the census and
other similar baseless charges
will try to scuttle the entire
repatriation. By Managing to
flout the alphabetical order of
repatriation during the recent
breakthrough in the landmark
repatriation process, maybe by
duping the relevant authori-
ties, they again succeeded.

l.et's hope our hon'ble PM
will apply relentless pressure
with the Govt of Nawaz Sharif

tlo again jump-start this
tragedy of the 20th century, to
a logical conclusion. in this

"golden year of repatriation —
1993".

Pinky Jamal
Flrozshah, Chittagong.

VAT on reading

Sir, With the budget pro-
posal to | a tax on the im-
rt of books, it 18 a no-holds-
arred situation, Therefore
there appears to be ample jus-
tiffication to impose a 15 per
cent VAT on reading. There is
no doubt that value is added to
the reader's quality of life.
Also, as a national bonus, 15
er cent may be deducied
rom the Hon Finance Minis-
ter's personal income, as he is
getting loo experienced, ha-
ving presented so far five na-
tional budgets; and in the pro
ceas he {s getting no time lo

read books.

Chuckles
Dhalea

_the money. South Africa last

-

ment but not for political rea-
sons, only because it lacked

year owed 849 milljon and
Brazil $33 millton. The UN
budget for peacekeeping alone
in 1992 totalled around $1.4
billion with a 1993 rise likely
to approach $4 billion.

In formulating his pro-
gramme [or reforming and
modernising the UN at this
time of change — a programme
entitled An Agenda for Peace —
Secrclary General Boutros
Boulros-Ghali came up wilh

scveral fund-raising ideas
whirh appeared to leave the
Hritish parliamentary group
cold. Among Boutros-Ghali's
proposals:

¢ Charging interest on late
payments |

* Dorrowing money com-
mercially for UN work;

¢ Taxing airline travel:

* Secking World Bank and
International Monetary Fund
loans; '

* Secking corporate and
individual endowments which
could qualify for tax exemp-
tion.

Somewhat stiffly, the FAC
commeniled : "We do not be-
licve that donations from the
piivate’ sector would have
much itmpact ‘ot the UN's fi-
nancial position; furthermore,
it would be inappropriate for
an organisation of sovereign
states to be significantly de-
pendent on charity.”

ARTHUR GAVSHON is a

diplomatic correspondent whc
has worked in Africa,

and the US. lle freelances for
the Weekly Mail in. Joha-
rinesbuirg.

OPINION

Tax Holiday for Publishing
Indu

Edward D'Rozario

Your recent editorial and
several letters from concerned
readers on the imposition of
import duty on books as well
as the article " Duty on
Books Violation of Unesco
Agreement” published on 24
June 1993 are most Umely and
elaborately dealt with a most
important aspect of national
issue which deserves proper
attention by all concerned.
Without bmsu:g a big publish-
ing industry and a strong book
trade network in the country,
a movement of Educational and
Human Resources Develop-
ment is unthinkable. Whereas
the Prime Minister herself
announced that the country
will be having a National Book
Policy and a body was formed
which worked for several
months and it {8 understood
that a draft policy is now ready
to be approved and announced
by the Government as r
newspaper reports puhlinge-:d
in the recent past, sudden
imposition of Import Duty at
the rate 7.5% in addition to
the earlier imposed 2.5%
Licence Fee and 2.5% Advance
Income Tax payable at Customs
point clearly implies a most
contradictory policy of the
Government. Hence raising a
demand on all sorts of duties,
charges, fees and taxes on
publishing Industry and book
trade and the suggestion for a
total Tax Holiday factlity upto
the year 2000 {8 a very impor-
tant policy matter on which
the present democratic Gove-
rnment must take a prompt
and careful decision. Even in
the western developed coun-
tries, publishing and book
trade 18 having such preferen-
tial treatment and facilities as
it is the most important sector
of Education.

It is known to all that with
the strong support of the
British and American govern-
ments, publishers from these

{ countries are also bringing out

stry

ELBS (English Book
Society— the highly subsidized
low priced edition of educa-
tional, academic and scientific
books which are available for
the developing countries) and
ISE (International Student
Edition— low American
publications available for the
developing countries) editions
of books for countries like
Bangladesh and it is a most
contradictory step taken by
the Government to impose tax
in the form of Licence Fee, AIT
and Import Duty which must
be withdrawn immediately. No
on¢ shgpuld deny that invest-
ment in this sector in the form
of total Tax Holiday package

will positively be a very
fruitful return for the nation in

Education and Human Res-
ources Development Activities
in the long run. The Govern-
ment may consider this to be
incorporated in the National
Book Policy for which the
existing Committee which is
responsible for preparing the
National Book Policy can do a
little extra exercise in for-
mulating a total Tax Holiday
package for the Publishing
Industry and the Book Trade of
the country involving the Fina-
nce Ministry and the National
Board of Revenue in the Com-
mitiee for the National Book
policy.

Although all other dailies
and weeklies of the country
are writing on this National
[ssue it is The Daily Star which
is in fact giving the leadership
in projecting the {ssue to the
readers and it is hoped that
Government should look after
the tssue carefully and not only
withdraw the Import Duty im-
posed in the National Budget
but will also come up with the
announcement of a pragmatic
National Book Policy which
will incorporate a total Tax
Heoliday package for the pub-
lishing industry and book

trade. J




