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NEWS BRIEFS

Railway to change
time-schedule
Bangladesh Railway has de-

cided to temporarily change
the time-schedule of the tnter-

zonal train services in view of |

the rise in the water level of
the river Jamuna. The changed
time -schedule will take eflect
from July | and will remain in
force until the fall of water
level in the river, reports BSS.

Flood situation
improves in Sylhet

SYLHET, June 27: The
overall flood situation in Sylhet
has improved slightly, except
Zakiganf. One Moshtaque
Ahmed, 25, died in a boat cap-
size at village Motakhali of
Birosri union of Zakigan| thana.
With this, the number of death
caused by the floods stood at
62

Indian tortoises
seized

RAJSHAHI, June 27: A spe- |

cial squad of 20 rifle battalion
seized five thousand and two

hundred kilograms of tortoise
smuggled in from India from a _

Rajshahi-bound truck, at
Rajabari of the district today
The BDR squad led by Nayek
Md Shamsul Haque also seized
the truck. Later, the tortotse
and the truck were deposited
to Rajshaht customs office. re
ports BSS

Tokyo city polls

TOKYO, June 27: Japan's
(LDP) maintained its strength
in Tokyo city elections today,

the troubled party is headed
hrlnﬁnrudtzhdmn:
July 18 general elections.
reports Reuter
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Retaliation for alleged plot to kill Bush: 6 killed

US missiles hit Baghdad

Y

An Iragi rescue worker surveys yesterday da
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mage from the US attack on the headquarters of
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the Iraqi Intelligence Service (unseen, about 200 metres away) in the Al-Monsour

neighbourhood in Baghdad.

— AFP photo

BAGHDAD, June 27: US
warships fired 23 cruise mis-
siles at Iraqi intelligence

{ ' headquarters in Baghdad early

today in retaliation for an al-
leged plot by Iraq to assassi-
nate its Gulf war enemy, for-
mer President George Bush,
repots Reuter.

A hospital source said at
least six people were killed
and 10 wounded when some ol
the missiles slammed into a
nearby residential arca. Early
reports [rom Civil Defence
workers put the number of
civilian dead at three.

Reporters were not imme-
diately permitted to visit the
intelligence building in the
centre of the capital. Witnesses
driving past the complex said
two tall buildings had been
severely damaged.

Journalists taken to Al-
Yarmouk Hospital saw about 20
people who doctors said were
injured in the attack.

President Saddam Hussein's
Ruling Revolution Command
Council accused the United
States of "cowardly aggres-
sion.”

In Washington US President
Bill Clinton said he ordered

the attack after a US investiga-
tion found “compelling cvi-
dence” that a plot 1o kill Bush
in Kuwait City on April 15 was
directed by the Iragi intelli-
gence service.
General

Colin Powell,

+ chairman of the joint chiefs of

staff, said 14 of the 450 kg
missiles were fired from the
destroyer Peterson in the Red
Sea, and nine from the guided

missile cruiser Chancellorsville
in the Gull.

General Powell said; all but
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Saddam Hussein

three of the 23 missiles fired
hit their target.

He told CNN that the three
waywarcl missiles landed "a
few huridred melers outside
the target.”

"The front wing of Iragi in-
telligence headquarters was
pretty much destroyed and
that was our intention,” Powell
said.

. "I wrouldn't say that we have
knocked it (intelligence head-
quarte:rs) oul,” he said "but we
Sec Page 12 Col |
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Bill Clinton

LBudget to reduce dependence
on foreign aid : Saifur

Finance Minister M Saifur

| Rahman yesterday asserted in

Parliament that the proposed
budget for the fiscal 1993-94
would definitely help the na-
tion reduce its dependence on
foreign aid. |

Backing his contention, the
Finance Minister told the
House that the budgetary pro-
v‘l‘::)nl had been designed to
ensure increased mobilisation
of domestic resources, create
employment opportunities,
develop human resources and
alleviate poverty.

The Finance Minister wu:

ng his winding up speec
g:ttrday following a 16-day
general discussion on the pro-
posed budget. The Finance
Minister placed the budget in
the liouse on June 10 and
more than 200 members of
both the trcasury and opposi-
tion benches took part in the
discussions.

In his 145 minutes speech,
Saifur Rahman refuted several
opposition criticisms against

By Staff Correspondent

the proposed budget that came
up in the House during the
general debate spreading over
32 sittings of Parliament.
Sheikh Hasina. lLeader ol
the Opposition, had delivered

her speech on the budget im-
mediately before the Finance

JS takes up

Finance Bill

Jatilya Sangsad last night
took up for consideration the
Finance Bill, 1993, which
sccks to give effect to fiscal

measurcs proposed by the
Finance Minister in the budget

for 1993-94 and amend cer:
tain acts, reports UNB,

The Bill seeks to amend
certain provisions in the
Stamp Act, 1899; the First
Schedule of Bengal Act, 1963;
the Wealth Tax Act, 1963; the
Customs Act, 1969; the
Finance Act, 1980: the Income
Tax Ordinance of 1984; and
the VAT Act, 1991

Minister addressed the House
in the morning sitting of the
Jatiya Sangsad.

Prime Minister and Leader

the House Begum Khaleda

was present in Parliament
during the Finance Minister's
speech.

Saifur's speech, alternating
between Bangla and English,
was punctuated with humorous
comments evoking frequent
ctheers and laughters from
both benches.

Commenting on the nature
of the opposition criticisms,
the Finance Minister said that
those were not based on
proper statistics; rather they
were basically rhetorical.
"Rhetorics do not help im-
prove a proposed budget,”
Saifur observed.

Defending the government's
economic policy, the Finance
Minister told the House that
the foreign exchange reserved
had been increased, the rate of

inflation reduced and revenue
Sec Page 12 Col 3

UnErecedemed ruling bz SEaker

JS committee to probe
charges against Majid

Speaker Shatkh Razzak Al
Sunday ordered the formation
of a parliamentary commitiee
to investigate allegations of
corruption brought against
Irrigation, Water Development
and Flood Control Minister M
Majid -ul Hug,

"Since both treasury and
opposition benches demand a
probe into the matier, | decide
that a committee be formed,”
the Speaker announced amid
thumping of desks by both op-
position and ruling BNP mem-
bers.

The Speaker sought eight
names cach lrom the opposi-
tion and trcasury benches by

By Staff Correspondent

today [Monday) to announce
the commitiee on Tuesday.

In the morning session on
Saturday senjor Awami League
member Tofacl Ahmed brought
a number of corruption
charges in the House against
Irrigation Minister M Majid -ul
Hug,

Later, in the afterncon ses-
sion the minister, rising on a
point of personal clarification,
challenged the AL member by
saying: "If the charges are
proved, | will resign from the
cabinet.”

Tofael Ahmed instaritly took
up the challenge and said: "If |
fail to prove the allegations, |

myself will from
Parliament.”

Tolael and opposition Chiel
Whip Md Nasim had de
manded formation of a parlia
mentary commiltee to probe
the charges. The opposition
demand was not objecled Lo by
the ruling party Chiefl Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hossain and
the Speaker ended the matier
Saturday by deferring a deci
sion until yesterday

Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni ﬁxuly adjourned
the House for five minutes at
8.45 pm yesterday when dis
cussion on the Finance Bill

Sec Page 12 Col 6

resign

' his speech winding
| general debate on the budget

Hasina rejects
proposed
budget

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday rejected the proposed
national budget for the fiscal
199394 saying that it had
failed to provide any ray of

or a sense of direction to
anbieue national progress, re-
ports agencies.

Speaking in parliament in
the morning on the national
budget., the Awami League
chief said there was no rele-
vance between the budget
speech of the Finance Minister
and the reality prevailing in
economic, social and political
life of the people. .

“His (Finance Minister's)
speech contained no direction
for future. His speech is but
lullaby, stereotype and mono-
tonous; and we reject it,” said
the opposition leader amidst
thumping of desks from her
side of the House.

She said that in one hand
the Finance Minister had
claimed no imposition of new
taxcs while on the other he
was taking prcparations for
imposing fresh taxes through

Sce Page 12 Col 6

Duty on powdered ™

milk raised,
books exempted -

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday proposed
15 per cent incentive lo ex-
porters of garments produced
with local handloom fabrics to
promote backward linkage In
the garments industry, reports
UNB.

The proposal came during
up the

in parliament.

He also proposed seven and
half per cent duty waiver on all
kinds of books excepting fic-
tions.

The Finance Minister how-
ever raised the duty on pow
dered milk to. 45 per cent
from 30 per cent proposed in
the original budget and teim
posed 30 per cent duty on silk
to give protection to the do
mestic silk

'‘Budget goals easier to achieve'

Mujibur Rahman

Star Report

State Minister for Finance
Mujibur Rahman fecis unlike
previous years, it would be eas-
ier 10 achieve the goals of the

budget for 1983-94.
p@%ﬂﬂm rnnull Develop-
ment Programme (ADP) will
really help develop the peoples
lot," the State Minister said.

He was talking to The Daily
Star in an exclusive interview
prior to the Finance Minister's
budget winding up speech.

When his attention was
drawn to the below perfor
mance with regard to outgo-
ing ADP. the State Minister
said after inheriting a ruined

economy, the government had
to go through a transition pe-
riod when the implementation
rate was rather low.

"But we have come out of
that transition period. That's
why our ADP size for the com-
ing year is over a thousand
crore taka higher than the
outgoing ycars ADP outlay,
Mojibur Rahman contended.

“The main bottleneck In
project implementation was
delay in execution of the pro-
jects,” Rahman pointed out
and stated that his personal
experience right now is that
works are being executed in

tme.

The State’ Minister ob-
served that the government
would be able to go a ‘great
way' forward with fnancial
scctor reforms and the bud-
gct's projected revenue re-
ceipt target would be achieved.

Elaborating on the financial
reform poinl, Rahman said the
inancial institutions are now
getting quick decrees against
cases which have been pend
ing in courts for years to
gether,

In 1982, the Sonalli Bank
got about 200 decrees against

See Page 1240008

| US allies support raid,

several states deplore

UNDATED, June 27: World
reaction to the US raid on Irag
was mixed today with Russia
saying the pre-dawn cruise
missile strike on the Iragi in-
telligence headquarters in
Baghdad was justified, reports
AFP. '

But several other countries,
including Malaysia, Irann and
Sudan condemned the attack
as an act of terrorism while
the Syrian-based Radical De-
mocratic Front for the Libe-
ration of Palestine [DFLP) ca-
lled on all Arabs to "join to-
gether to rebuffl the aggres-
sOrs.”

In a communique released
in Cairo, the Arab League said
it ‘strongly deplored’ the at-
tack and warned against the
risks of using military means
without the approval of the UN
Security Council.

The US attack, in retalia-
tion for an alleged Iraqi plot to
assassinate former President
George Bush in Kuwait in Ap-
ril, was aimed at Iraq's in-
telligence headquarters in a
residential area in Baghdad.

The Ilragi leadership, whi-
ch has denied any involvement
in the alleged assassination

plot, said civilans were
killed in the attack that
marked the Clinton adminis-

tration’s first strike against
Iragi leader Saddam Hussein
and also its first unilateral mil-
itary operation.

The Security Council in
New York was to hold an
emergency meeting today at
the request of the United Sta-
tes which wants to explain the

raid on Iraq.

The Russian Foreign Mi-
nistry said today that the 'US
actions are justified because
they flow from the state's
individual and collective right
to self-defense.’

Britain, Israel, Germany,
Austria and Austsalia also voi-
ced support for the US move
with British Prime Minister
John Major saying ‘the USA
were entirely right and 1 fully
support their action of self-
defense.’

Major, like several other US
allies, had been informed of

the attack before 1t was
launched.
British Labour Party leader

John Smith, however, said he
has some ‘grave doubts’ as to
See Page 12 Col |
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Clear success,
says Clinton

WASHINGTON, June
President Bill Clinton said to-
day his punitive missile strike

a7

against Iraql inteliigence
headquarters in had
been a clear success, despite
civilian casualties, reports
Reuter.

"It is clear that it was a suc-
cess,” Clinton said before en-
tering a church near the White
House. "1 feel quite good about
what transpired and | think
the American people should
feel good about it.”

Asked about the civilian ca-

1 sualties, Clinton said, "I regret

that very much ... I'm always
sorry when there is a loss of
life but also remember that we
were Lrying to avoid killing
civilians” by the timing and
precision of the raid.

He said that if an Iragl at-
tack against former President
George Bush had been carried
out, hundreds of civillans
would have been killed.

Clinton said in contrast thc
US attack had resulted in a
"minimal loss of life and we
sent the message we wanted to
send.”

Another test for
the UN : Iraq

BAGHDAD, June 27: Presi-
dent Saddam Hussain met with
his Revolutionary Command
Council [RCC) and the regional
command of the ruling Baath
Party today to review the US
cruise missile strike on
Baghdad, the Iraqt News
Agency (INA) reported, says
Reuter,

It said urgent action was
taken to care for the injured
and those whose homes were
damaged by "the US criminal
and terrorist aggression
against Irag.”

The missile attack would be
‘another test' for the United
Nations against "the recurrent
acts of aggression which the
United States commits against
the people of the world," BBC
quoted a statement of the RCC
as broadcast by Jrani radie.

Awami League
lacks democratic

values : Dr Kamal

Dr Kamal Hossain, Convenor
ol Bangladesh Democratic Fo-
rum deplored the attack by a
section of Awami League lead-
ers and supporters on a meet-
ing of the Forum at the
Faridpur Bar Association Hall
Saturday, reports BSS.
Addressing a crowded press
conference here yesterday af-
ternoon at the Forum central
office Dr Hossain sharply criti-
cised the anarchist conduct nf
a political party on the meet-
ing being held in preparation
of the forthcoming national
conference of the Forum.
See Page 12 Col 7
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