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WIMBLEDON
England, June 26
oris Becker and
Andre Agassi sur
vived second-set
stumbles as the
Mmajor players stayed on course
for greater glory at Wimbledon
on Friday, reports Reuter

Becker continued Lo
demonstrale the ominous in
crease in form and confidence
that he hopes will bring him a
fourth Wimbledon title as he
subdued close [riend Jakob
Hlasek of Switzerland 6-3, 3-6,
6-2, 6-3 to reach the last 16.

Then he jeined the growing
ranks ol players who say they
have no objection if Agassi
bathes in the Wimbledon spot
light.

1 think I'll] have to cul
some hair off my chest and
then 1)1 get the same atten

tion. But that's fine with me,’
he said in reference to Agassi's
earlier disclosure that he has
done just that.

Agassi, the holder, lost the
sccond set through little fault
ol his own before rolling re-
morselessly past Australian
Patrick Rafter 6-1, 6-7, 6-0, 6-
3, winning nine games in a
row in the third and fourth
sets of their third round
match.

Later he dealt ruthlessly
with the reporter who quizzed
him on his thoracic hair on
Wednesday and who said on
Friday he thought Agassi owed
a further explanation.

"Somewhere along the line
I gave the impression | care
what you think?" Agassi asked.
And when the reporter admit-
ted going to Agassi's rented

house, Agassi said calmly:
"Don't do that any more,
please.”

In the women's singles, top
seed Steffi Graf played at a
level that might leave even
Martina Navratilova, her only
serious rival for the title, with
little chance of success should
they meet as expected in the
final.

Gral whitewashed hapless
Canadian Helen Kelesi 6-0, 6-0
in just 34 minutes, four min-
utes fewer than she took in a
similar shut-out of Australian
Kirrily Sharpe in the opening
round.

The only seed beaten in ei-
ther singles on day five of the
championships was women's
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ing through 6-4, 6 1. 61
while German Michael Stich
the sixth seed who won al

(hicen s two weeks ago, beal
Christo van Rensburg of South
Africsn i 4V Hed B

Former

Chicago Bulls basketball cap —
"Because 1 admire Michael
Jordan very much;" he said —
used o train a lot with THiasek
when they both worked with
Crirentor [oseh

Wimbledon tenms champion world number five

Michael Stich of Germany makes a backhand return in the
third-round match of the men's singles against Christo

van Rensburg of South Africa on Court 2 at the Wimbledon
tennis championships on June 25. Stich won 6-3, 6-4, 6-4.

But Stich could have prob-
lems in Monday's fourth round
against Czech 11th seed Petr
Korda, who put out tough
American Derrick Rostagno by
the same score. Korda holds a
5-1 life-time edge over 1991
Wimbledon champion Stich.

Agassi can also look ahead
to an uncomiortable time on
Monday against Dutch giant
Richard Krajicek, the ninth
setd who advanced with a 6-2,
(90 b7, 62 win over Halian
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"It's difficult to play some-
onc you like and who knows
your game that well. But it
worked out all right for me at
the end,” he said.

Dashing Frenchman Henri
Leconte, one of Wimbledon's
favourite sons, eamed a fourth
round clash with Becker by
beating American Aaron
Krickstein 7-6, 6-3, 6-2,

Agassi,” whose wrist ten-
dinitis almost kept him out of
the tournament, continued Lo

World number one American Pete Sampras had a hard time on June 25 during his third
round match of the men s singles against Zimbabwean Byron Black. Sampras had more
problems with his nose than his opponent as a nose-bleed in the second set brought the game

to temporary halt

number |10 Magdalena Maleeva
of Bulgaria, the youngest of the
three sisters who were secded
10th, 11th and 12th here.

All were eliminated early,
Magdalena leaving last in a 6-4,
6-2 defeat by Yayuk Basuki of
indonesia.

lop mens seed Pele
Sampras overcame stiff first
sel resistance {rom DBvron

Black of Zimbabwe 'l':u' fore sail

gualifier Laurencee Tieleman
But Agassi may have some
moral support in that match
tf he needs any more than he
already gets from his rabid
Wimbledon fans — in the per
son of his close {nend, singer
actress Barbra Streisand
lle said he expected her
along at the tournament soon,
nexi week or possibly sooner
Hﬂ ker, wearing his regular

— AFP photo

show no evidence of the injury
that sidelined him for two
months,

‘My wrist is fine and | am
hitting the ball as hard as |

want. |'ve never really strug
gled with that Power is notl a
problem.

"A guy lke Krajicek, you ve
gol o go oul there ready for it
I think | am ready. | feel as if
I'm really in the groove ol my

INDIANAPOLIS,
June 26 Olympic
200 melres cha-
mpion Gwen Tor
rence cruised to
the [astes! wom-
t11% 400 metres of the year
and irishman Marcus
O'Sullivan won the outdoor
scason s fastest mile on Friday
at the Iindy Games

Torrence clocked 50 37
seconds 1o edge Natasha
Kaiser Brown. and O'Sullivan
bested American Jim Spivey by
a half-second in three minutes
54 .48 scconds

Butch Reynolds, meanwhile,
used a strong curve run to win
the men's 400 metres in 44 37
seconds. then predicted his
world record would fall ar the
Stuttgar! Waorld
Championships in August

'l don't usually make pre
dictions,” said the American
who is returming from a two-
year suspension for a positive
doping test the stead fastly
dunies was his

But | will predict that f
Lthe lane assignments.are cor
recl, you are going o see a
worid record at Stutigart In
fact, you might even see a sub
43 -second clocking

Heynolds, beaten by coun
irymmn Michael Johneorn at last

Torrence

runs year's fastest

witkinds US Cham iﬂr‘tﬁmpi
si'l Lhe world rl:n:rrd of 43 29

scconds in 1988 He said he
siill nceds several races Lo
reac hi Lhal form, bul he pre

GWEN TORRENCE

dicted: "If I'm ready, | will be
hard to beal fn Stuttgart.”
Juhnson looked impressive

in winning the 200 metres in
20. 16 seconds although slow
ifrid noticeably over the last 10

molges.

Olympic silver medalist
Lavonna Martin-Floreal came
on strong to edge US cham
pion Lynda Tolbert in the
women's 100 -metre hurdles.
Both clocked 12.78 seconds as
world heptathlon record
holder Jackie Joyner Kersee
finished third in 12.97 sec
onds

Courtney Hawkins beat re
tiring Greg Foster to the line
in the men's 110-metre hur
dles in 13.25 seconds. Foster
clocked 13.27 seconds.

Olympie champion Gail
Devers looked on course for
the World Championships with
a 11 12-second showing in the
women's 100 metres, and
Harcelona bronze medalist
Dennis Mitchell clocked 10.12
seconds in the mens 100 me
tres for victory over Jamaican
Michae| Green

Worild record holder Mike
Powell slarted slowly but won
the mens long jump at 8 49
metres (27 feet, 10 1/4
inches)

game and like the lay-off
doesn't have an impact on me
any more.”

Britain's much maligned
men's squad put a player into
the fourth round for the sec
ond straight year — Jeremy
BBates managed it in 1992 —
when Andrew Foster advanced
past Russian Andrei Olhovskiy,
who withdrew through illness
at 63, 6-5 down.

Grafl could not recall
achiceving two shut-outs —
spectacles {0-0) in tennis par-
lance — at any major champi-
onship in the past.

She was not inclined to
show Kelesi any mercy. "l wish
she had played better because
| know she can play better. But
| think it's wrong to lose a few
games just to make the score
look better,” she said.

‘I feel wvery good,"” added
Graf, who had a foot injury last
weelk,

Seventh seed Jennifer
Capriati stood at one set-all
against Brenda Schultz after
the Dutch woman played an

outstanding game to break the |

American to love and win the
sccond set. But Capriati blew
her away in the decider to win
7-5, 4-6, 6-2,

Schultz won the first game
ol the final set but then
Capriali took a break to attend
to a blistered foot.

Waiting for the resumption,
Schultz lost her rhythm com-

pletely and Capriati won the
next five games,

Stich has no
sympathy for
neo-Nazis

WIMBLEDON, England,
June 26: Former Wimbledon
champion Michael Stich de-
nied on Friday he had any
sympathy with neo-Nazis in his
native Germany, reports
Reuter.

'l do not sympathise at all
with those people and | never
did . I'm never going to," he
told a news conference after
beating South Alrican Christo
van Rensburg in the third
round of the championship.

Stich was replying to ques-
tions concerning an interview
he gave to German Playboy
magazine, which implied he
had extreme right wing sym-
pathies. "There are things in
there written in the wrong
way ... that [ never said,” the
24-year-old sixth seed said.

"What they [neo-Nazis) do is
completely wrong and it's to-
tally bad ... t don't know why
they do it."

Stich, who beat Van
Rensburg 6-3, 6-4, 6-4, de-
ciined to reveal his true politi-
cal beliefs.

Williams dies

SAN FRANCISCO, California,
June 26: Archie Willams, a
black athlete whose Olympic
400m victory helped thwart
Hitler's bid to use the 1936
Games as Aryan propaganda
has, died at the age of 78, re
ports AFP.

Willlams won the 400m in
46.5 seconds at the 1936
Games in Berlin, though nearly
all of the attention went to his
teammate Jesse Owens, who
won three golds,

Much was made of Hitler's
refusal to acknowledge Owens,
but in a 198] newspaper in-
terview Willlams recalled that
the United States in the same
cra offered few opportunities
Lo blacks.

"As | recall, when | came
back home . . . ple asked
me, How did those dirty Nazis
treaty you?' to which | always
replied, 'Well, over there al
least we didn't have to ride in
the back of the bus.' ~

He also satd he felt the
German people were more
curious about, than hostile to
ward, black athictes

'l think they wanted to see
if the black would come off il
they rubbed our skin,” he said
‘Jesse Ownes might have been

snubbed by Hitler, but he was a l

hero in the
Germans. They

eyes of the
followed him

Sport
Seeds stay firm for greater glory Q.

around the streets like he was |

the Pied Piper.~

Willlams recetved his de
gree in mechanical engineer
ing in 1939, but the limited
opportunities for blacks in the
profession forced him briefly
to take a job of digging ditches

'l remember him telling me |

that he couldn't get a
he finished his engineering
degree,” said Vesta Willlams.
his wife of BO years.” It was
racism . they weren't hiring
black engineer.”

Later Willams earned a pi

job when |

lot's licence and for 22 years |

he trained pilots at
Tuskegee Enstllu'l',r and in the
army air corps

While in the military he
studied meteorology and aero
nautical engineering.

Al the age of 556 he staried
teaching maths and computer
science in a Calffornia high

school. He retired from teach
ing tn 1986 and ook up 1]\#1”,;.
again as co-owner ol Blue Sky
Advertising

e died after
heart attack at

suffering a
his home on

| Thursday

the |

[ @
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American Dawvid Wheaton readies to serve during his third round match against compatriot
Michael Chang in the Wimbledon tennis championship at the All-England Club yesterday.

WIMBLEDON, En-
* gland, June 26:
Martina Navrati-
lova barely warm-
ed up on a blu-
stery Number One
Wimbledon on

court at
Saturday, dispatching Canada’s

Patricia Hy 6-1, 6-0
minutes, reports Reuter.

The 36-year-old second
seed showed no sign of losing
her edge to age, serving, vol-
leying, chipping and smashing
like a youngster.

Cambodian born Hy, ranked
38 in the world, resisted only
into the second game, which
she won on serve.

After that, Navratilova, the
veteran of the tournament now
that Jimmy Connors had ca-
lled it a day, wrecked the 27-
year-old's confidence.

Hy cursed herself as she
sent balls wide, missed appar-
ently easy volleys and double-
faulted on crucial peoints.

it was the quickest of
Navratilova's matches so far
this Wimbledon, though none
has lasted an hour, she beat
Michelle Jaggard-Lai 6-2, 6-1
in 52 minutes, followed by Ros
Fairbank-Nidefier 6-0, 8-4 in
59,

But her biggest rival for the
title, top seed St Gral, has
hardly suffered either. the
German defending champion

in- 41

has lost just three games in
her journey to the fourth
round.

The men's second seed,
Stefan Edberg, also arrived
safely in the fourth round,
beating British hope Chris
Wilkinson 6-4, 7-5, 6-3.

Edberg, twice champion
here, had to contend with a

noisy partisan crowd and a
strong serve from his oppo-
nent
pered with service breaks.

But Navratilova's victory
was serene. "Every match |ve
been playing a little better,”
Navratilova, seeking her 10th
Wimbledon singles title,” said,
adding she felt she was just
reaching her peak of the sea
SOMN.

She said she was not wor-
ried she was getting through
the early rounds too easily.

‘| had the tough matches
last week at Eastbourne |

in an erratic match pep- °

don’t have to play three sets to
be tough.”

The Czech-born American,
playing her 21st Wimbledon,
won the women's warm-up
tournament at Eastboume.

But she said she was not
considering whether this
Wimbledon might be her last.
"It has not entered my mind,”
she said. | don't know whether
| will feel the urge to play next
year ... But it's not important.”

Navratilova beat the record
for women's singles titles,
when she won her ninth
championship in 1990, but
she still needs three more sin-

gles or doubles crowns tcr beat

— Star TV photo

Navratilova’s quickest so far

her coach Billie Jean King's
record aggregate of 20
Wimbledon titles.

"I'd be quite thrilled if it
happened. But 1 won't be she-
dding any tears if it doesn't,”
she said. "It is still a long way
off.”

Navratilova was followed
swiftly into the fourth round
by unseeded Belarussian Nata-
lia Zvereva, who beat Sabine
Appelmans of Belgium 6-3,
6-4.

Zvereva knocked out 12th
seed Katerina Maleeva in the
first round and Andrea Strna-
dova ol Czechoslovakia in the
second.

THATS THE WAY TO DO IT: Nine-time wihiner Czech-
born American Martina Navratilova punches the air to
celebrate after taking the first set against Canadian .
Patricia Hy during their third round match of the
women's singles yesterday. Navratilova won the match 6-

1, 6-0.

— AFP photo
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A busy week for
policemen at
Wimbledon

WIMBLEDON, England,
June 26: Sunshine, stalkers
and reporters have caused po-
Hee the biggest headaches in
the first week of Wimbledon,
security chief Des Wyke said
on Friday, reports Reuter.

Interest in the unwanted
heckler, who followed top
sced Steffi Gral from the Paris
Open, caused problems for the
police who had to intervene to
protect him from being
swamped by photographers.

The man was' eventually
cjected from the All-England
Club. A second man, described
by chief inspector Wyke as an
admirer of Grafs German
compatriot Anke Huber, had to
flee from the grounds to avoid
media attention.

Two officers ran after him
over the road to check he was
all right.” Wyke said, adding he
had committed no erime.

After the incidents police
had to stop the press swarm-
ing round Gral and Huber. "But
a simple shout was usually
cnough,” Wyke said.

Public concern with secu-
rity increased after Yugoslav
star player Monica Seles was
stabbed by a disturbed Graf fan
during a tournament {n
Hamburg last April.

Unaccustomed good
wecather has also brought out
the crowds.

"It makes getting from A to
B more difficult,” Wyke said.
But he said, despite daily
crowds of some 40,000, he
had received reports of only
14 thelts, mostly from cars.
Police have also been
cracking down on ticket touts.
Two have been arrested and a
further 15 summonsed for
trading without a licence.
Another trader was being
rcported for breach of copy-
right after selling hats printed
with an All-England Club logo.

Indian booters to
compete in
Asian Games

BANGALORE, June 26: The
Indian football team will par-
licipate in the Asian Games to
be held at Hiroshima in
October this year, reports PT1

PP Lakshmanan, secretary
of the All-India Football
Federation (AIFF) told press-
men after the federation’s ex-
ccutive committee meeling
here that the AIFF had taken a
deeision to this effect and
would approach the govern-
ment and Indian Olympic
Association in this regard.

He said AIFF would also re-
quest the government to in-
;:iudf: football in the priority
i1st.

Three coaching camps
would be conducted for the
team, the first from Jan 15 to
Feb 14, followed by another
from May | to 30 and a third
from Sept 1 till the departure
ol the team. The venue for the
camps would be decided later,
he added.

Lakshamanan said the next
Federation Cup had been allot -
ted to Gpa and would be held
in May next. A new format for
participation would be intro-
duced from the coming tour-
nament, under which the first
cight teams conducting the
leagues regularly along with
the hosts would be invited to
take part, he said.

ACROSS 36 Worm,
1 Pantheon often
figures 37 Actress
5 In no time Hannah
at all 38 Composer
® Motorist's Liszt

purchase 40 Oddball
12 Ham's dad 42 Realtor's
13 Sheltered oftering
14 Torched 43 Spirit of
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skater's jazz
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crime 27 Pitch

7 Neptune's 28 Indiana
realm city

15 Props for the time 8 First word 29 First
Penguin 48 Ms. into the name in
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Today’s Cryptoquip clue: | equals C

The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher

in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

words and words using an a
locating vowels, Solution is

ve you clues to
error,

rophe
trial a



