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DownN 10 KARTH
Poor Civic Sanitation In City

Mthe and semi
posh areas in newer parts

the owe stench. In
such localities, the distinction
between und BCWETS
for sewage and road-
side drains meant mainly for
rainwater There is

the sewers

blocked, residents of some
neighbourhoods resort to the
expedience of cutting a chan-

.By A. S. M. Nurunnabi

nel between street drains and
domestic pits. The reason of-
fered is that it is safer for the
houscholds concerned to let
the over-flow into streel drains
than to allow it to accumulate
within the houscholds.
Petitions and representations
to solve the problem are said
o be ineflective. In such eir-
cumstances, the victims of the
City Corporation's L take
thtr plea that, theo illegal,
they are left with no alterna-
tive but to take the law into
their hands. This course, how-
ever, has its . It is al-
ways fraught with the risk of
outbreak of various diseases.

The risk has another di-
mension. In many of the
neighbourhoods there are
cateries, some of which cook
food over fires close to the
filthy street drains. Flies from
these drains and dust from the
roads settle on the food trays
from which customers are
served. But the City
Corporation seems to pay scant
attention to these noxious
practices. Such indifference in
many cases even borders on
the criminal.

Some of the underground
sewers date back to the
Twenties. - Their replacement
is long overdue, since leakage
or breakdown of the system is
always possible, posing a seri-
ous threat to public health. It

Bonn considering ban
on Kurdish militants

BONN, June 25: The Ger-
man government promised
tougher security today and
considered a ban on Kurdish
militants after harsh eriticism
from Ankara that they failed to
give protection against Kurdish
attacks on Turkish property,
reports Reuter.

Kurdish separatists carried
out a coordinated series of at-
tacks across western Europe
on Thursday, including at least
13 in Germany, among them a.
14-hour hostage-taking in the
Turkish consulate in Munich.

"We have to do everything
to develop a strategy to stop
such actions before they hap-
pen”, government spokesman
Dieter Vogel told a news con-

KPM

From Page 1 Col 7

The Karmaphuli Paper Mills
had wundergone BMRE
(balancing, modernisation, re-
habilitation and expansion) in
1984 and another BMRE was
ovcrdue, Is said, This
would increase its production
capacity to 48 thousand tonnes
per ycar from the present ca-
pacity of 80 thousand metric

tonnes, the MD said.
He disclosed that the gov-

ernment had already been re-
qucsied to re-fix the tariffl
value on raw malcrials, with-
draw VAT (rom paper prod-
ucts, supply gas and clectricity
at reduced rates and bring
down the royally imposed on
bamboo and wood.

Imported pulp
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ferring anony mity, said.

Hc added that at present
the KPM has to import a Him-
ited amount of pulp from
abroad to maintain the quality
of some of its products.

The KPM also had to buy 8-
10 thousand tons of pulp from
the Sylhet Pulp and Paper
Mills each year to met its de-
mand of about B0 thousand
tonnes per year.

The Karnaphull Paper Mills
is now facing severe crisis
since collection of bamboo and
wood had become difficult
from its old sources.

At present, the mills pro-

duces writing paper, printing
paper, wrapping paper, pack-
ing paper, bitumin paper and
various types of boards. It
meets about 60 per cent of the

country’s total paper demands.

ference.

Interior Minister Rudolf
Seiters early in the mnrn::?
met the country's top crimi
and domestic intelligence offi-
cials to put forward the fdea of
a ban on Kurdish militants.
Ankara laid into Germany on
Thursday for not preventing
the attacks, an {ssue made
touchy by the repeated failure
of police to protect Turks from
racist assaults like the one that
killed five women and girls in
Soliengen last month.

The militant scparatist
Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK), fight a guerilla war
agartst , took responst-
bility for the simultaneous at-
tacks, on five Turkish diplo-
matic missions and a host of
Turkish banks and travel agen-
cies.

Lilic new Y 'slav
president

BELGRADE. June 25: The
Yugoslav parliament today
¢leeted Zoran Lilic, an ally of
Scrbia's president Slobodan
Milosevic, as state President to
replace 'Debrica Cosic ousted
carly this month, reports

Campbell slashes
size of cabinet

OTTAWA, June 25: Kim
Campbell, Canada’'s first
woman prime minister, took
office today and immediately
slashed the size of the cabinet
from 35 to 26 ministers as a
cost saving measure, reports
Reuter. ;

Campbell was sworn in to-
day as Prime Minister. She
succeeds Brian Mulroney who

retired after almost nine years |

in office.

25 army personnel
go 1o join
UNOSOM-II

Bangladesh is sending an
infantry battalion of 950 army
personnel, including 50 offi-
cers, to join the United
Nations Operation in Somalia-
Two: (UNOSOM-II), reports
UNB.

The advance party of the
battalion comprising 25 army
personnel, including 10 offi-
cers, left Dhaka for Mogadishu
yesterday (Friday) morning.

‘New land management
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registration of all property
excha during 1947 would
be completed within June 30.

Instructions have already
been sent to all the Deputy
Commissfoners asking them to
dispose ofl the property ex-
change cases having clear right
and title, the minister said.

The disposal would be made
on the spot and by wrftten or-
der, he added.

Under the new policy being
planned by the government,
the owners would retain their
rights for 20 years over their
property eroded by a river,
Hossain informed.

The Parliamentary Standing
Commilice on
meel on July 10 to review
proposed amendments in the
Vested Property Act, he said.

Explaining the government
plan en settlement and em-

land would-

ployment of landless, he said
Tk 19 crore has been allocated
for fiscal 1993-94 for 166
“ideal village™ projects.

The Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGOs) would be
the private partners in the
government’'s efforts to settle
and employ the landless.

The NGOs would educate
the landless about their rights,
about health and family plan-
ning and would provide pro-
fessional training and legal aid.

“"We are going for settle-
ment and employment of some
6000 landless peasant families
under the programme,” the
minister said.

"A new project experiment-
ing computerisation of land
records starts next month as
part of the government's plan
for developing and mod-
ernising the existing docu-
menlation system,” Hossain
told The [1iily Star.

is rather fortunate that we

\

have had no floods during the
last two years, or e¢lse the
threat of stinking filth spread-
ing over large areas and in-
creasing the risk of epidemics
would have been all too real
Nevertheless, the threat exists
even after a flash flood in the
wake of a heavy downpour,

The authorities seem to [ail
to appreciate that thesec arc
basic needs which cannot be
subordinated to any ambitious
plan to improve the c.pitlal
city, build new parks and play-
grounds, set up betlor lighting
arrangements in the streets
and so on. But both the City
Corporation and the WASA
which, between i1tiem, share
the responsibility ol supplying
the citizens' basic necds, seem
to suffer f[rom a sense of mis-
plnce'a priorities. Some ob-
servers believe that an efficient
sewerage system is far more
important . from the hygienic
point of view than even good
carpeted roads.

However much we spend on
beautification of the city, its
appeal will be negatived by the
absence of proper civic sanita-
tion. Against the backdrop of
the existing situation, some
raise questions: Who wants
gardens in stinking surround-
ings, and what use more pow-
erful street lights {f people
have to walk by piles of un:

cleared sewage and garbage in
the midst of malodorous air?

Depression
weakens

The monsoon depression

‘over northwest angle Bay and

adjoining area moved north-
westwards and cressed north
Orissa-West Bengal coast near
Medinipur at 9 am yesterday
and lay as a land depression
near Jamshedpur, reports
UNB.

A Met Office special bulletin
Friday afternoon said the de-
pression is likely to move
north-westwards for some
time and may recurve in north,
north-easterly direction and

weaken gradually.
Two killed in
.city incidents

By DMCH correspondent

Two persons were killed
and two others were injured in
separate incidents in the city

terday.

FﬂTar:YMla. 32, a baby taxi
driver, was injured severely
when a truck hit his vehicle at

HBanani ytntcrday

In another incident, Tarek,
32. a resident of 528, South
Goran of Sabujbag was electro-
cuted. HHe was taken to the

[DMCH where doctors declared
him dead.

- Book importers
From Page 1 Col 7

printed on the book jackets.”

There are about 60 to 70
consignments of books, im-
ported from India, which are
awaliting release at the
Benapole customs godown
since the budget was placed in
the Sangsad, according to the
importers.

There are ‘also some con-
signments which are awaiting
release at Chittagong port.

A major importer in the city
said, "Interestingly enough,
the Zia International Airport
(ZIA) custom are fixing duties

against the actual (discount)
prices.”

"Now if we pay duty on the
cover prices,” another im-
porter and an official of the
newly-formed Bangladesh Book
Importers’ and Exporters
council S A S M Faisal said,
"The shelf prices would be ab-
surd “and nobody would buy
them.”

Strangely, prices of foreign
books have already gone up by
10 to 15 per cent although no
new consignment has been
released since the budget
speech.,

Until the new budget, im-
porters used lo pay a 2.5 per
cent advance income tax and
2.5 per cent license [ees.
These changes have been re-
tained, .

HBangladesh imports books
worth Tk B to 12 crore annu-
ally, the importers informed,
adding that there were not
more than 20 major and about
50 small ' importers.

The importers also revealed
that 50" per cent of the total
imported books are from
Britain, 10 per cent from the
United States, 5 per cent from
Holland, 2 per cent from
Japan and the rest from India.

Textbooks head the list of
imports followed by Teference

_ books and fiction.

"Inclusion of this subject in
the tax net will not bring even
one crore taka to the national
exchequer,” confessed an NBR
official. "Yet, as a reader, | feel
students and readers will suf-

- fer because of this small tax

income for the government,"
he lamented.

SAARC members
agree to fight
AIDS unitedly

NEW DELHI, June 26 : An
official seminar of South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) countrics
concluded here on Thursday
has streased the necessity o
use the regional organization
as a forum to share each
other's experiences and exper-
tise in controlling the deadly
disease AIDS, reports Xinhua

Delegates from the member
countries of SAARC said that
the common geographical,
language and cultural factors
would make the task casier.

They agreed that there
should be a common strategy
to fight the epidemic and
channelize international pro-
gramme from within this
broad framework devised by
the member countries.

The number of detected |

cases is 1000 in India, 24 in

Pakistan and 23 in Shri Lanka, |
while none have been reported |

in Bangladesh, Bhutan and the
Maldives as yet.

[.abour bodies
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sources said.

Mecanwhile, the national
convention of the SKOP in the
city yesterday heard delegales
from across the country criti-
cising the leadership because
"no effective steps were taken
so far to make the labour agita-
tion fruitful.”

In the convention, held at
the Wapda auditogium, the
central leaders of the SKOP
also came under fire for "not
honouring the to exclude
the labour wings of three
right-wing parties — the ruling
BNP. and the oppositlion
Awami League and Jatiya Party
— [rom the SKOP.

Chaired by the AL-backed
Jatiya Sramik League chiel
Rahmat Ullah; the day-long
convention was addressed by
as many as 40 delegates. A
central leader, Nurul Islam,
opened the deliberations while
other céntral leaders were also
present to listen to the repre-
sentatives.

Day Against Drug
From Page 1 Col 8

The Narcotics Control
Department will also hold a
discussion al the national mu-
seum audilorium at 11 am.

The Uniled Nations Asso-
ciation of Bangladesh (UNAD)
will hold a discussion at its
oflice at 55 Dilkusha at 6pm.
Eminent educationist Prof
Salahuddin Ahmed will preside
over the function.

ESDP, and anti-drug organi-
sation of Jahangirnagar
University, will hold "anti-drug
converition” '93 in the univer-
sity campus,

Bangladcsh Anti-Drug Fede-
ration of NGOs has taken up
different programmes in-
cluding discussion in obser-
vance of the day.

Dhaka Ahsania Mission in
collaboration with the United
Nations Information Centre
will hold discussion at the
United Nations Information
Centre hall at 4.30 pm.
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at the Shishu Academy yesterday on

the occasion of World Environment Day, observed last

June 5.
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Baku Parliament
ousts President

MOSCOW, June 25: Emb-
attled Azerbaijani Presi-dent
Abdulfaz Elchibey was ousted
by the Baku parliament late
Thursday, the Interfax news
agency reported today, reports
AFP,

With 37 of the Baku legisia-
ture's 51 members taking part
in the vote, 33 backed
Elchibey's sacking, three voted
against and one abstained.

"Parhament has just tom-
pleted the coup started in
Gyandzha in early June,
Ibrahim Ibrahimov, a lawmaker
loyal to Elchibey said after the
volte.

Ten deputies of Elchibey's
popular front walked out in
protest at thé vote Thursday,
Elchibey denounced the un-
folding vents as a coup d'etat,
as lawmakers {n Baku voted to
transfer his powers to parlia-
ment Speaker and former

{ communist party boss, Geidar

Aliyev.

Denouncing a state coup on
Russian television monitored
by the BBC in London, Elchibey
said he would continue to
carry out his functions of head
of state, and would resign only
if the entire Azerbaijani people
wanted this,

Elchibey fled Baku Ilast
week after a military rulaellinn
in the second city of Gyandzha,
and went into hiding in
Nakhichevan, his home repub-

Japanese elections
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we have to be at the core (of
the forces),” Hata declared. "1
would like to call on other
groups that really want to ‘ac-
complish political reform to
form an alliance.”

Major opposition partics
welcomed the formation of
Shinseito, with favourable re-
marks from officials of the
Social Democratic Party of
Japan [SDPJ), the largest op-
position party in the chamber,
Komeito on the Clean
Government Party, the
Democratic Socialist Party, and
the United Democratic
Socialist Party.

The three major opposition
parties, SDPJ, DSP and
Komeito, together held 200
seats in the recently dissolved
Lower House. '

"We would like to seek co-
operation in the general elec-
tions on the basis of fair com-
petition and trust,” said SDPJ
chairman Sadao Yamahana in
the statement provjding his
reacltion to the [ormation of
the new party on Wednesday.

Komeito chairman Koshiro
Ishida went a step further and
said he would endorse Hata as
prime minister in a possible
coalition government. He also
predicted that the coming
election would also see an end
to the LDP's majority rule. But
some political analysts and, not
surprisingly, LDP stalwarts ex-
pressed their doubts if the op-
position parties can form an
alliance to set up a coalition
government after the elec-
tions, considering their differ-
ences over major {ssues relat
ing security and other areas.

"Uncertainties remain about
whether such a coalitlon can
be created at all, or whether it
can function beyond {ils pre-
sumed nature as an emergency
l'ntﬂil.llt,".w:'ﬂtf: one analysts.

The leading Asahi Shimbun
daily also expressed skepti-
cism over the real intentions
of the newly floated part{,

| Shinseito. in, an editorial this

week headlined "Shinseito’s

muddy policies lcad to be wel-
tered voters." It is equally
possible that the new party
will simply engage in a power
game,” it wrote and urged to
keep the rebirth of politics
free from disingenuousness.

Meanwhile, LDP secretary
general Seiroku Kajiyama, in
his reaction, said “in the
medium and long run, a coali-
tion would involve contradic-
tions.”

Foreign Minister Kabuan
Mutoboldly predicted that the
opposition parties would be
unable to form a ruling coali-
tion after the polls because of
policy dillerences.

The basic policy differences
between the opposition parties
and the newly floated parties
are over security and foreign
policy issues.

The SDPJ is against Japan's
parlicipation in United Nations
peacekeeping missions. But
the party led by Hata advocates
a revision of the Constitution
to allow participation in
pcacekeeping efforts.
However, Muto also acknowl-
edged that the LDP would have
a hard time trying to mainjain
its majority in the Lower
House. Both Komeito and the
DSP supported the move to
send pecacckeepers to
Cambodia earlier last year.

It has been reported that
Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa, who is also the pres-
ident of LDP, expressed de-
lermination "lo protect a polit-
ical system that we have built
for decades.”

However, many political an-
alysts are also writing off

Miyvazawa, saying that it would |

be difficult for him to remain
in power alter the electibns.
"Although Miyazawa will
preside over the July 7-8
summit of G-7 in Tekye, no
body believes he will remain
prime minister alter the elec
tion,” observed Yoshitaka
Sasaki, a senfor polilical ana
lyst at the Asahi Shimbun. "The
poll should end 3B years of
single-handed LLDP rule.”

lic on the border with Turkey
and lran.

The Itar-Tass news agency
in Moscow said the lawfmakers
in Baku handed power to
Aliyev after rejecting a pro-
posal by Elcht that only
somne his powers be trans-
ferred.

Under the crisis-ridden
country’s constitution, the par-
liament speaker becomes the
interim head of state in the
case of a power vacuum, ltar-
Tass said.

Earlier in the day Thursday
lawmakers had discussed the

possibility of huldlnf a refer-
endum on Elchibey’s luture. He
has lost much support in par-
lilament, many lawmakers con

demning his f[light from the

capital.

Missions in Hanoi
Hague, Taskhent
open soon

The government will open
diplomatic missions in the
Netherlands, Vietnam and in
the Republic of Ujbekistan of
the former USSR in the near
future, reports UNB.

Official sources said that the
missions will be opened in
Hanei, the capital of Vietnam
and in the Hague pl the
Netherlands.

A mission will also be set up
in Taskhent, the capital of
Ujbekistan, to maintain coop-
cration with the six new
Muslim republics in the
Central Asia which had
emcrged following the collapse
of thé Soviet Unjon.

Mandela for arrest of
Hartzenberg, Viljoen

JOHANNESBURG, June 25 Alrican National

[ANC) President Nelson Mandela today

called for the imme-

diate arrest of right wing political leaders Ferdie H.l.ﬂ.rbti
and Constand Viljoen. We demand the immediate arrest of

the perpetrators ol this deed, ™ Mandela told a press confer-
erywe at the World Trade Center. referring to the armed at-

tack

by while extremists carlicr in the day against the venue

of South Africa's democracy talks, reports AFP

IAEA experts reach Iraq

BAGHDAD, June 25 International Atomic Energy (IAEA)
cxperis arrived in Iraq loday to prepare for the removal of 40 7
kilograms (8.8 pounds) of enriched Uranium, and search for
more nuclear secrets, "We are going to work with the Iragis
to try to arrange for the removal of irradiated fuel from Irag.”
lob Kelley, the American head of the 1|0-member |IAEA team,

said, reporis AFP

7 killed in Kabul rocket attack

ISLAMABAD, June 25: At least seven people were killed

and 19 injured

in a rocket

attack on Kabul today,

Afghanistan's state-run radio sdid, A Kabul radio broadcast
monftored here said that the attack was mounted from the
southern-edge of the capital. The attack resulted in the de-
struction of two houses in a residential area. [t said that a to-
tal of 15 rockets slammed intoc the city causing widespread

damage to property, rcports AFT

Pak Parliament
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solve the assembly when the
Chief Minister Mangoor Watto
was threatened by a no-confi-
dence motion.

[3ut, as both Hussain and
Wallo belong to the Presidert's
camp, there are fears that the
governor might urge the
P'resident to impose emer
gency rule so that he could run
the government alfairs.

Some sources indicated to-
day that Sharils fedcral gov
ernment might lose the oppor:
tunity lo seck parllamentary
approval to dircctly rule the
provinces.

It could also introduce a bill
to strip the President of his
discretionary powers, the
sources said.

[3ut observers sald the suc-
cess of any such move would

depend on gooperation from
main opposilion leader Benaxdr
Bhutto as Sharl lacks the two

thirds majority he needs in the
National Assembly to amend
the constitution.

Sharif's ministers have
ruled out the possibility of im
peachment of the President at
the forthcoming session of the
parliament.

Passage of budget
plan victory
for Americans,
says Clinton

WASHINTON, June 256:
President Bill Clinton today
hailed the Senate's passage of
his budget plan as a for
the American people” which
showed that America was pre-
pared to put its flscal house in
order, reports Reuter.

Clinton said in a writien
statement that the Senate
voted for growth over grid-
lock’ and that the vote met his

. challenges to cut the defieit,

balance tax increases with
spending cuts, tax more from
the wealthy and encourage the
movement of people from wel-
fare Lo work.

"That's why this vote is a
victory for the American peo-
plc.” he said.

| Detailed Story on Page-5)

DSE chief

From Page 1 Col 5
creating greater confidence in
investors”, he observed.

Khan was, however, critical
of the government's slow pri-
vatisation and said
this has been hampering the

PM: FP plan....-u-*c-hpmnt of the capital

From Page | Col 8
per cent.

The desired success in the
field of family planning could
not be achieved due to the lack
of accountability in the imple-
mentation of family planning
programme, Begum Zia said.

The lack of correct evalua-
tion and supervision had ‘also
attributed to this faflure, she
added.

Health and Family Wellare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf, Deputy Minister for
Health and Family Welfare
Sirajul Huq, Health and Family
Weilare Secretary Sayed
‘Ahmed spoke on the occasion.
* 'The Prime Minister said
her government wanted to
create such and congenial en-
vironment where the people
would accept the family plan-
ning programme as a welfare -

, oriented one.

market.

"It is high time the gov-
ernment off loaded the shares
of profitable state-owned en-
terprises to help the flow of
securities in the capital mar-
ket,” Khan suggested.

"Almost all the stock mar-
kets of South and Southeast
Asia are booming because of
pragmatic government poli-
cies,” he pointed out, and
added, "Our government, too,
has liberalised the economy
and opened up the market to
the foreigners’.

Aminul Islam Khan con-
cluded by saying that the un-
less steps are taken to make
projects equity-oriented rather
than debt-oriented, the capital
market will not develop.”

In this context he deemed ,
the proposed budget was more
debt -oriented than equity-ori-
ented.
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