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Dhaka Day by Day
Dens of Vices

by Raffat Binte Rashid

It is a small shabby shop, Alam, the shop-
owner is busy making tea, his shop's special.
Rickshaw-pullers, drivers, passers-by and
many others like them arc his customers, but
definitely not Alam’'s favourites. Their demands
are usual: tea, biscuits o1 pan (betel leaf) and
these small dealings do not Interest him at all,
even though his daily earnings from these
customers are not bad either, But he wails
patiently and anxiously for the chaufleur:
driver ones, the sons of rich daddies and oth-
ers like him. Their needs are special and ur
gent. They wanl drugs

From the look
of the shop, il is
hard to guess Ala
m's inside busin-

ess. Drugdealing is

highly risky. There
are the police, the

narcotics people,
the local people to
consider. Bribing

them does not
alw-ays work; after . f

all not all can be; ::
bought or satisfied. :
But when the pro- ”1 "=

fits are considered, L, *'::-"1\'—

the temptations are J

too strong to give up the clandcestine business.
Its addiction is both ways, for the dealer the at-
traction for easy money, and for the customers,
it's the hard habit. These drugs are imported
very carecfully across the borders. The lot first
reaches the points localed at Sayedabad bus
terminal, Gabtali, Farmgate, Baridhara lake
and a few other places and then those places
act, in turn, as the supplying points. These
places are no less discreetl than Alam's own
shop. The purchase centres are situated in
dark alleys or behind any garage, workshop,
club or cinema halls. Mostly they look like the
lving place of a poor salesman, offlering
cigarettes, biri, pan etc. The carelully disguised
can fool anyone, When these deals are over,
they dispose of the purchases as quick as
possible to people like Alam, from where the
curse reaches the customers.

Phensidyl, known as daal , because ol its low
effect, is the favourite among many. It is cheap,
a bottle of such daal sells for Tk. 80 to Tk 90
whereas Alam procures il for Tk 45 to Tk 50
only. This syrup is usually, diluted with water
or other drink before Llaking in. Alam has ap-
proximately: 500 customers, including foreign-
ers , on a regular basis. It is casy to calculate
how much he earns by sclling daal alone. No
doubt this is a big business. A small pinch of
heroin powder, they call it ‘purias’ like the
homeopath medicines, sclls for Tk 400 o Tk
500 each. There is an unusual way of inhaling
the fumes.

The powder is placed on a picce of broken
glass and then a note of Tk 1, curved exactly

like a cigarette §s sct lo fire, and slowly as the
note burns to black ashes the flumes arc in-
haled. Injceting morphines, ‘or pathedrin
smoking marijuana or ‘ganja’ have bccome
common here. In facl a stick of ‘ganja is
cheaper than many brands of cigarettes, [t
costs Tk. 3 only.

According to a doctor "phensidyls were
used till the late 70's as a cough suppressant
syrup, one spoon was c¢nough to make a child
sleep soundly for the night. But the whole bot-
tle: being gradually taken in at a time is

b surprising. Actua-
lly: these give a
[eeling of euphoria,
everything they do
is fun, they have a
lemporary eleva-
tion, light hcade-
dness and that's
when the world
becomes the best
place to live in, —
something close (o
heaven they sup
posc. But these
[celings are all
lemporary, withers
away when the
‘ drug loses its
eflect on the person.

"When the need [or the drug is strong in his
blood, he suflcers from varnious irritations, high

fever, munning nose, shivering, itching and
many such symptoms. Then the pain over-
comes happiness. | fail to understand such fake
temporary contentment and satisfactions,” the
doctor stated.

So does every one, these boys or girls lose
their civic sensc, they creale any sort of public
nuisance withoul being awarc of it. They can't
walk straight, think straight. In a trance, they
distover the world unrcal. For them, silling
beside the garbagce is also [un, (the obnoxious
smell perhaps is not as strong as the fumecs
they inhale],

Shops likes these, with young boys buzzing
around are not uncommon in Dhaka now,
Frustrated, girls and boys in scarch of easy so-
lutions fall into such vicious traps. Yet it's hard
to beleve that the future and present of our
country is in the hands of thousands of such
dopes.

Parents, friends, as well as socicty should
try to help them to give up the sclf-annthilat-
ing habit. Drug Rehabilitation centres should
be modernized and miuch more cooperative.

It is the duty of the whole society to make
these people understand that the sound of

music is real, not the colour of music, that's
fan

The 26th June of each year is observed as
an International [}a ainst Drug Abusc and
Hlicit Trafficking. Id all work togcther

to prevent the plaguc from delerforating fur-
ther,

Call to waive tax on books

Country's leading anti-
smoking organisation, Adhuntk
made an appeal to the
Members of Parliament to
raise tax on tobacco to dis-
courage smoking in the coun-
try, reports UNB.

It also called for watving
taxes on books and educa-

The meeting, chaired by
Adhunik President National
Professor Nurul Islam, decided
to invite research protocols on
any aspect of tobacco. Effect of
lobacco on health, nutrition
and economy will be given
preference.

it also decided to hold na-

Ekramul Amin
laid to rest

Ekramul Amin, treasurer of
Bangladesh Red Crescent
Socicty [BDRCS), who died
here Thursday night was
buried at the Banan! graveyard
yesterday, reports BSS,

Earlier, the Namaz-e<Janaza
of the deceased was held at
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IN MEMORIAM

Mrs. Halima Rahman passed away in her sieep
on this day in 1986. Remembering and
requesting everybody's dua for her soul.

—Family Members

Law and Justice Minister Mirza Golam Hafiz (middle) inaugurated the biennial convention
'93 of Sandhani National Eye Donation Society at the National Press Club yesterday.

Extend activities to rural areas,
Hafiz asks Sandhani members

Law and Justice Minister
Mirza Golam Hafiz, yesterday

called upon the members of
Shandhani National Eye

Donation Society to extend
their activities to the rural ar-
eas where majority of the pop-
ulation ltve, reports BSS,
Inaugurating the third bi-
ennial convention of the
Society at the National Press
Club here, the Minister said
that the Society should work
for both prevention and cura-
tive measures so that people
could get back their sight.
Chaired by Ruhul Amin
Mazumdar, Convenor of the
Organising Committee, the
function was addressed, among
others, by eminent jurist Gazi
Shamsur Rahman, Director
General of Health Services Prof
Nurunnabi, Secretary General
Dr Habibe Millat and Vice

President Dr Hassan Shahid.

Deputy Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Sirajul Haq,
attended the function as spe-
cial guest.

Mirza Hafiz lauded the
activities of the Shandhani and
said this was very necessary in
Bangladesh where millions of
people are crying for light.

Assuring all out cooperation
of the government, the Law
Minister said "Your activities
are complimentary to the ef-
forts of the present govern-
ment which is pledge-bound to
serve the people.”

Mirza Golam Hafiz also
urged the members to make
more publicity of their pro-
grammes so that vast popula-
tion could know about their ac-
tivities,

Referring to the enactinent
of law which would allow peo-

ple Lo donate their =yes at free
will, the Law Minister said the
proposal of the Society was be-
ing examined.

Sirajul Haq said lauding the
efforts of Shandhani the
Society had been rendering
tremendous service through
its eye activities in the
country. He said Shandhani
was the pioneer in the field of
posthumous eye donation
movement in Bangladesh.

The Deputy Minister called
for projecting the activities of
the Society in television and
radios so that people could be
motivated to donate their eyes.

The speakers noted that
about 30,000 children are go-
ing blind every year in the
country due to vitamin "A" de-
ficlency. A large number of
them could be cured through
cornea grafting, they opined.

COSMETIC PLASTIC SURGERY

| -~ A personal choice,now m BANGLADESH
* LIPOSUCTION

cosmetic body and face
contouring by removing excess

FAT for an attractive figure.
* HAIR TRANSPLANT: cure for selective baldness.

* DERMABRASION :
& DERMAPUNCH

* ELECTROLYSIS

removes small pox, acne scar
and early wrinkles of face.

: permanent shapmg of
eyebrows & cure for
unwanted hair problems.

i* FACE LIFT, BREAST SURGERY, NOSE, EAR,

LIPS & BAGGY EYES CORRECTIONS.
("THE SPECIALIZED HOSPITAL (PVT) LTD )

House # 44. Road # 10/A. Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka
Tel. 814230, 815465
offers a complete professional service

Projectdisparities,

Badruddoza
tells poets

Deputy Leader of the Jatiya
Sangsad Prof AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury yesterday urged
the country's poets and littera-
tcurs to project the inequali-
ties that are keeping some
men away from others, reports

Bﬂiddrusslng the publication
ceremony of a bilingual cellec-
tion of poems "A choice of
Verse on Human Rights
brought out by the United
Nations Information Centre
(UNIC) at its premises herc as
the chief guest, Prof Chow-
dhury said the government was
trying hard to reduce dispari-
ties among people.

The Deputly Leader said it
was a matter of regret that
champions of human rights

Hamdard chief
meets DUVC

The visiting president of
Hamdard Foundation, Pakistan,
Chancellor of Pakistan Hamd-
ard University, WHO advisor on
traditional medicine and
UNESCO award winner for
service to humanity Hakim
Mohammad Said called on
Professor Emajuddin Ahmed,
Vice-Chancellor University of
Dhaka at the latters olfice

Thursday, reports BSS.

During the meting they ex-
changced views on the devel
opment of the traditional sys-
tems of medicine in Bangla-
desh and future collaboration
among Hamdard Foundation of
Pakistan, Department of
Pharmacy, Dhaka University
and the College of Unani and
Ayurvedic systems of medicine

Moyeen Khan MP
meets major leaders
in Cambodia

Dr. Moyeen Khan MP now
in Cambodia to work as a
member of parliamentarian
team for post elections con-
sultations there met senior
leaders of all the three major
parties in Cambodia in their
Phnom Penh offices, according
to a message received in Dhaka
last night, reports BSS.

The meetings took place

Thursday and Wednesday.
Heanwhﬂﬂ Dr. Khan had

meetings with Dr Reginald
Austin, the chief electoral offi-
cer for UNTAC, A Karim, Chiel
political adviser for UNTAC as
well as Charlie Twining, the
head of US mission, Phnom
Penh. The United States has
no formal mission in Phonm

Penh since its withdrawal in
1975

WANTED

AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION SEEKS
SUITABLY EXPERIENCED GRADUATE FOR
APPOINTMENT AS ADMINISTRATIVE AS-
SISTANT. CHALLENGING POSITION FOR
YOUNG, BRIGHT, ENERGETIC PERSON WITH
INITIATIVE. ABILITY TO SPEAK, READ AND
WRITE ENGLISH AND BENGALI FLUENTLY
ESSENTIAL. KNOWLEDGE OF COMPUTER
WORD PROCESSING, DBASE 111 PLUS AND
LOTUS 1-2-3 PREFERRED. CANDIDATES MUST
HAVE TEN YEARS EXPERIENCE IN A REL-
EVANT POSITION INCLUDING F|VE YEARS IN
A COMPARABLE POSITION IN AN INTER-
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION. ATTRACTIVE
SALARY AND BENEFITS PACKAGE. INTER-
ESTED CANDIDATES FULFILLING THE ABOVE
REQUIREMENT SHOULD SEND APPLICATION
WITH BIO-DATA AND A RECENT PHOTO-
GRAPH BY 14 JULY, 1993 TO.
G.P.O. BOX NO. 98
RAMNA, DHAKA-1000
SUITABLE CANDIDATES WILL BE INTERVIEWED
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
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