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11 killed in Java road mishap : -

intercity bus rammed into a parked truck on a north Java
highway, leaving |1 people dead and serfously injuring 15
others, the Antara news agency said Thursday, AFP reports
Irom Jakarta

The bus, bound for Jakarta from the central Java town of
Purworkerta, had been racing at high specd against a truck on
the coastal highway when it rarmmmed {nto the parked vehicle on
the road side late Tuesday, Antara sald,

A total of 11 bus passengers were killed immediately, while
15 others, including the drivers of the bus and the parked truck
I were seriously injured.
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Sharif meets Bosnian refugees :
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif mc¢t with Bosnian refugees in
Islamabad Wednesday and expressed Pakistan's solidarity with
their country against Scrbian aggression, AFP rcports from
Islamabad,

"Pakistan is your own country,” he told 378 Bosnian
Muslimis who arrived at the weekend and are Hving here in a
housing complex built for pilgrims to Mecca.

Sharil said he was confident that Bosnia-lerzegovina would
succced in its struggle to depend its rights.

The Pakistan governmenlt plans to transfer the refugees to

International

Iraq moves troops closer

to Iranian border

NEW YORK. June 24 : Iraq
has moved troops closer to the
Iranian border and put its air
defences on high alert in its
largest military mobilisation
since the Persian Gulfl War, the
New York Times reported today,
says Reuter.

The newspaper quoted US
officials as saying that the flurry
of activity could reflect
Baghdad's fear of a new Iranian
attack rather than plans for an
offensive strike of its own.

The newspaper said the
Clinton administration re-
mained uncertain of Iraq's in-
tentions, adding that officials
felt the most likely explanation
for the Iraqgi alert were renewed
tensions between Iran and Iraq.

The newspaper also quoted

the officials as saying that the
buildup could be seen as a
mere military exercise.

An alternate scenario, it
sald, was that the alert may
have been ordered in anticipa-
tion of a military strike by the
United States for Baghdad's role
in a suspected assassination
plot against former President
George Bush.

They said a new FBI report
pointed strongly to Iragi in-
volvement in the suspected plot
against Bush, who was report-
edly targeted during a recent
visit to Kuwait where he was
honoured for his role in the
Gulf War.

The officials told the news-
paper, a final deciston about a

US response to the alleged plot
would probably not be made for
several weeks. They added that
the new Iragi mobilisation could
complicate US planning.

Another report says: Iranian
Vice President Hassan Habibi,
replying to charges that his
country seeks to undermine the
United Nations, said veto pow-
ers enjoyed by select UN memi-
bers were a greater threat to the
organisation.

The Iranfan news agency
[RNA on Wednesday night said
Habibi criticised the right to
veto, granted to the five perma-
nent member of the UN Security
Council.

It sald he was commenting
on a statement made by a
United Nations representative at

the human rights conference in
Vienna, who said the Islamic
Republic was trying to weaken
the world organisation.

"Recognition of the veto
power as a right befitting only a
few member states of the United
Nations and denying it to others
is in itself against the principles
of human rights,” IRNA reported
Habibi as saying.

“As long as the UN suflers
from that {veto]) flaw il cannol
truly claim to be concerned
about the status of human
rights,” the agency quoted him
as saying.

The [ive permanent UN
Sccurity Council members are
the United States,- Russia,
China, France and Britain.

the northerm Kaghan valley where a village is being set up for
them.

Quake hits Iran + An carthquake measuring 5.6

.degrees on the Richter scale hit southwestern Iran; destroying
70 homes and causing an unspecified number of injuries, the
] official Iranfan News Agency said Wednesday, AFP reports from
Tehran.

Tuesday s quake. the sccond in 10 days in the city of
Gachsaranin Boyer Ahmad-Kohgiluyeh Abad and Kanbal, IRNA
said.

A landslide caused by the quack blocked roads connecting
11 villages.

The quake also jolted the city ol Kohgiluyeh at
(16.45 GMT), it said.

e

8.15 pm

6 Palestinians hurt in ‘Funfire '
Six Palestinians were wounded by Israeli gunfire Wednesday in
the occupied Gaza Sirip, Palestinian sources said, AFP rcports
[rom Jerusalem.

Four demonstrators were shot during clashes at the Chati
refugee camp, the sources said.

Two others were shot in the Ralah refugee camp aller as-
sajlants thyew a grenade at an Israeli patrol, they added.

[sracli military sources said the grenade, which did not ex-
plode, was thrown [rom the roof of a house.

The Israeli military later imposed a curfew on part of the
Rafah camp.

Major may visit Pakistan : srush

Prime Minister JoAn Major may visit Pakistan next year, a

Islamabad.
The spo
would be meeting

office in late 1990.

Foreign Office spokesman said Wednesday, AFP reports from

kesman said Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
his Dritish counterpart in Cyprus in October
during the Commonwealth heads of

It would be Major's first visit to Pakistan since he assumed

mment conference,

Rwandan govt puts off

signing peace pact

KIGALI, June 24: The
Rwandan Government has
posiponed Thursday's signing
of a peace pact It reached at
the weekend with the rebel
Rwandan Patriotic Front (FPR),
a government spokesman said
here, reports AFP,

Foreign Minister Boniface
Ngulinzira, the chiel govern-
ment negotiator, was to brief
President Juvenal H
and other political leaders be-
fore the accord could be
signed, the spokesman told of-
ficlal radio Wednesday.

Ngulinzira has led Kigalf's
leam at peace talks in the
Tanzanian town of Arusha. An
agreement to bring the minor-
ity Tutsti rebels into govern-
ment has not been welcomed
by political extremists in
Rwanda's Hutu majority.

The Foreign Minister has
been expec here for several
days following the conclusion
of 11 months ol peace talks

Kurds storm

consulate,
take 20 Turks
hostage

MUNICH., Ger ny, June
24: Five Kurds stormed the
Turkish Consulate in Munich
today and took about 20 em-
ployees hostage, police said,
reporis Reuter

A police spokesman said
the attackers Lhreatened 1o set
the buitlding on fire with petrol
bombs if police intervened

Police said six other
Turkish oflices in Munich
were damaged Two peaple
were detained for smashing
windows in a Turkish travel
agency and a bank

A new date for signing the
accord, aimed at ending a ctvil
war that begun with an incur-
sfon led by exiled Tutsis of the
FPR in October 1990, will be
decided in consultation with
Tanzania's President Al
Hassan Nwinyi, who was in-
strumental in bringing about
il:dptnrt pact, the spokesman

In a meeting Tuesday, the
government turncd down the
candidacy of interim Prime
Minister Dismas Nsengtyarm-
cye to hcad a ncw enlarged
government that would include
members of the FPR under the
Arusha accords.

The agreement provides for
the incoming Premier to be
drawn from the Ranks of the
Democratic Republican
Movement (NMDR), the main
opposition party, of which
Nsengilyarmye is a member.

The pecace accords also in-
clude agreements on the
repatriation of refugees and
rescttlement of displaced peo-
pl¢ and the formation of a joint
army. The northern Rwandan
town of Byumba will serve as
the capital during the transi-
tional pertod. The transitional
will be supervised by a neutral
international force under the
auspices of the United Nations.
The UN force will replace the
Organisation of African Unity
(OAU] military observer group
that has overseen a ceasefire
since last A

HHabyarimna, Rwanda's for-
merly military ruler, was
forced in April 1992 to ap-
point Nsengiyarmye to head a
transitional team includin
opponents of his Ex-sole Le
Parly, now named the National
Republican Movement for
Democracy (MNRD).

Yeltsin gives papers on
Korean War to ROK

SEQUL, June 24: Russian
Prcsident Boris Yeltsin has
handed to South Korea confi-
dential Soviet documents prov
ing the Korean war was started
by North Korea's Kim [l-Sung
with Stalin's backing officiais
said today, reports AFP

Officials {from the South
Korean Foreign Ministry said
that Yeltsin gave 10 South
Korean Foreign Minister Han
Sung Joo some 40 pages of
documents lsting all tele-
grams exchanged between
Stalin and Kim from January
1949 10 October 1950, when
Han went to Moscow on June

0 4

The early telegrams de-
scribed Kim s preparations for
the southward military inva
sdon in June 950 with maie

ri | assisilance [rom the Soviet
Hri »n. they said

lLater communications
mentioned the massive
Chinese participation to the
war in October of that year to

repulse the United Nations
forces led by the United
States, they said

Yeltsin has promised 1o
turnover entire volumsous doc-
umenis on the Korean war o
South Korean President Kim
Young-Sam when the latier vis-
ited Moscow sometime in the
near future, they added.

officials here sald these
documents would serve as an
irreflutable proof te gquash
North Korea s allegation that

the South Korean and United
Stales forces started the war

in 960 and not the North
Moreans
More than two million

peopie have died with the en-
tire Korean peninsula in ruines

Taiwan to allow

20 Chinese
immigrants
every year

TAIPEI, June 24: Taiwan
will allow 20 leading political
[igures, intellectuals and ath-
lcles from China to immigrate
cvery year, the Cabinet's
Mainland Affairs Council said
on Wednesday, reports Reuter.

The immigration scheme,
vstablished on Tuesday, covers
people fleeing China for politi-
cal rcasons as well as those
lcaving with the permission of
the authorities, said Tsai
Sheng-Tang, a section chief at
the council,

Those, eligible, would in-
clude leaders of China's pro-
dcecmocracy movement, Tsai
said fn an interviewed. Top
scientists and Olympic medal-
lists would also be candidates,

Currently, immigration
from China is limited to 300
Chincse spouses of Talwanese
cilizens annually, as well as
Chincse older than 70 or
younger than 12 with relatives
on the island.
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S S

BEIJING: Chinese Prime Minister Li P2ng fixes his tie as he listens to Australian counterpart
Paul Keating during talks at the Great Hall of the People Thursday. Li appeared to be in good
health despite renewed rumours about the state of his health. Several Hong Kong newspapers
reported that Li had offered to resig1 as head of the Chinese government because of ill

| health.

— AFP/UNB photo

The Baily Star 5
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‘Nepal haven for

Muslim

victims

of Indian riots'

KATHMANDU, June 24:
When frenzied Hindu mobs at-
tacked Muslims in India's
northern Uttar Pradesh state
in December, many potential
victims fled to the neighbour-
ing Hindu Kingdom of Nepal,
reports Reuter.

"Nepal has been a true
haven for our terrified
brethren from across the bor-
der.” said Jamal Khan, a Nepali
Muslim who heads a trust re-
sponsible for Kathmandu's
200-year old main mosque, re-
cently demolished for recon-
structon.

Khan estimates there are
three million Nepali Muslims
in the world's only officially
proclaimed Hindu state, al-
though official figures put the
number at 1.2 million out of
the 18.5 million predomi-
nantly Hindu populations.

Most Nepali Muslims have
family ties with their Indian
counterparts, mainly from
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, the
two states bordering HTE.]
southern Teral region. ere
are no controls on movement
of citizens between the two
countries,

"Freedom of movement
helps bilateral trade. At the
time of riots. the facility be-
came a real boon for hundreds
of refugees,” said Hayat
Hussain Nadvi, the octogenar-
ian prayer leader at
Kathmandu's Jama Masjid
grand mosque.

Nadvi said Muslims in Nepal
were safer than in India.

"It is much better to live
peacefully in a Hindu state
than to worry constantly for
your life ina s ly secu-
lar country,” he said Tartly, in
rcference to India's secular
constitution which is under at-
tack by Hindu nationalists.

Nadvi said Indian Muslims
were victims of Hindu hysteria
which was alien to

“We are treated with re-
spect. There is no discrimina-
tion in Nepal, said the prayer
leader who had his religious

training in Lucknow, capital of
Uttar Pradesh.

A large number of Nepal's
Muslims arrived in the king-
dom at the head of Moghul
armies sent there during the
17th century reign of Indian
Emperor Aurangzeb.

“This country has been giv-
ing refuge to so many people
for so nmnyy:mttntlth 1f-
ficult to count,” said Qutub
A.hrm:d. supervisor of the
Islamic School in Kathmandu.

There are five mosques in
Kathmandu and several more
in other Muslim-dominated
parts of the Hindu state.

"There is total religious
freedom," Ahmed said. "The
government supports us, the
people respect us.”

Ahmed said the 200-year
old Kathmandu Mosque was
razed two months ago after it
developed cracks in its struc-
ture.

"Some of the labourers who
are rebullding the uc are
Hindus. That is just as it
should be in a country known

for its religious tolerance”
Ahmed said.
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Storm leaves
11 dead in
Mexico

MEXICO CITY, June 24:
Tropical storm Arlene un-
leashed downpours and high
winds in southeastern Mexico
Wednesday, Killing at least 11
people and leaving hundreds
homeless, media reports said,
according to AFP.

Rivers overflowed their
banks flooding farmland and
numerous towns with some
35,000 people affected, local
television and radic stations
said. A three-story building in
the historical sector of Mexico
City collapsed under the strain.
There were no casualties, al-
though several people had to
be treated for nervous break-
downs. :
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NATO urged to help end war in Abkhazia

BRUSSELS, June 24: Geor-
gian leader Eduard Shevar-
dnadze suggested Wednesday
that NATO could send peace
keepers to help resolve the
conflict in the autenomous
Rcpublic of Abkhazia, reports
AFP,

Shevardnadze made his
comments during a visit to the
headquarters of the North
Atlantic treaty Organisation,
where he met with NATO
Secretary General Manfred
Woerner.

The Georgian leader said
that despite the end of the
cold war, NATO stll had a vital

role to play in Europe, where
the most serious threat was
"extremist nationalism, which

creates new hotbeds of insta-
bility.”

He called for accelerated
moves within NATO and the
North Atlantic Cooperation
Council (NACC) that links it to
castern European States to de-
velop joint peacekeeping capa-
bilities.

"We would also support the
participation in whatever form
of NATO and the NACC in the
scitlement of the conflict in

Abkhazia — including their in-

volvement in the peacekeeping
operations,” Shevardnadze
said.

Abkhazia, an autonomous
Republic' located in western
Georgia, last July declared
sovereignty from Tbilisi, a
move declared illegal by
Shevardnadze.

Hundreds have died in the
fighting that broke out after
government troops stormed
the Parliament in the main city
of Sukhumi last August.

The latest upsurge in fight-
ing came after a Georgian rep-
resentative on Tuesday ac-
cused the Abkhazian side of

reflusing to wing a ceasefire
agreement
Georgla and Russia.

Sandro Kavsadze, the Head
of the Geo Delegation at
the peace talks, said that the
Abkhazian side did not agree
with the conditions set for UN
monitoring of the ceasefire,
ITAR-TASS News Agency re-
ported.

Shevardnadze also invited
the NACC to hold a meeting in
the Georgian Capital of Tbilisi
o get a first-hand look at the

inner conflicts raging in the
former Soviet Union,
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TEHRAN, June 24: Former
world hcavyweight boxing
champion Muhammad Ali 1s on
a mission to Iran and Iraq lo
mediate a release of POWSs, the
Iranian news agency [IRNA re-
ported Wednesday, says AFP.

All arrived in Tehran on
Tuesday for a three-day visit
before he heads to Baghdad to
seck Lhe return of prisoners
from the 1980 1988 war be-
tween lran and lrag, 1t said,
quoting the lranfian Boxing
Federation.

The US boxer and convert
to Islam was also in Tehran on
a two-week private visit last
month.

The former champion was
on Wednesday 1o atiend an in
auguration ceremony for the
World Cup football qualifying
tournament in Group B for
Asia

An official in charge of
Prisoners Of War, Reza Agh
miri, said meanwhile that lraqg

was still holding B,.000 [ranian
POWs, 3,000 more than in
previous reports from Tehran

Muhammad Al

The International Comm

ittee of the Red Cross has
confirmed the presence ol
only 1,000 lranian prisoncrs in

Ali mediating release of
POWSs between Iraq, Iran

Iraq, while Baghdad has de-
nied folding any Iranians and
says Tehran is detaining
20.000 of its POWs,

IRNA said Wednesday that
450 Iraqi a deserters cap-
tured when they crossed the
border into Iran during the
1991 Gulf War would return to
their country later the same
day.

Tehran Radio had said the
prisoners were already re-
leased on Tuesday

Stating for the first time
that 5,000 lraql army desert-
¢era had crossed to Iran,
Aghmirni said 3,655 of the
prisoners had so far been re-
turned and the rest would also
20 hok

But Tehran has previously
s.iid many of the freed lraqis
wore "OWs, IRNA said in May
that [ran had released a total of
3 500 lragi Prisoners Of War
in the past year to encourage
Irig o reciprocate

Israel, China
seal military

cooperation

JERUSALEM, June 24 :
Israel and China have officially
scaled their military cooperation
with the arrival of a Chinese
Colonel at the Embassy in Tel
Aviv, the mission said
Thursday, reports AFP.

Colonel Xu Lin Gen recently
took up the post of Military
Attache, an Embassy spokes-
man said, without giving a date.

The Foreign Ministry said an
Israeli Military Attache, also a
Colonel, would soon be posted
in Beijing.

Israel is selling China hun-
dreds of million ol dollars worth
of military technology per year
and training Chinese experts,
according to unconfirmed for-
cign press reports.

The two counlries set up
diplomatic ties in January 1992

Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres. who last month visited
China, said he expected Beljing
to keep a pledge to halt missile
sales to Muslim states in the
Middle East.

Russian army suffering from

mounting corruption

MOSCOW, Junc 24: The
Russian army is suflering from
increasing corruption in {is
top ranks, large numbers of
drug addicts and a high suicide
rate, according to figures pub
lished Wednesday by a parlia
menlary group. reports AFP

The group called "Army
Reform™ accused Russian mili
tary leaders. including Defence
Minister Pavel Grachev, of cor.
ruption at a press conference
at which Deputy Oleg Nikonov
said the reform process was a
sham

According to the group's
figures corruption cases have
risen 66 per cent in the past
five years, while 900 soldiers,
mostly young committed sui
cide in the same period

Deputy Victor Urazhtsev, a
former officer and President of
a Soldiers Defence Association
said several top leaders includ
ing Russian Security Council
Secretary Marshal Yevgeny
Shaposhnikov and Delfence
Minister Grachev had prolited
from their positions 1o buy
country homes

He claimed they bought the
dachas at very low prices in a
‘privatisalion process.’ even
though the houses were really
worth up to 30 billlon rubles
(30 million dollars)

Urazhtsev said he had prool
that several soldiers has sold
army property lo buy presiigs
cars He said that the group
had sent several letters on Lhe
subject 1o Lhe Delence

Ministry and the Parllament
but had no reply

There was also concern al
low army morale with more
than 16,000 young officers
having resigned since the be
ginning of 1993

Out of 4,500 deaths In army
ranks within the past five
years, 900 of them had com
mitted sulcide particularly al
ter being humiliated

Most of the deaths were
among soldiers less that 20
years old The groups also said
that the ministry s figurc ol
55600 drug addicis was 10
times (oo low

A number of privatisation
purchases by several generals
have already been reported in
the Russian press bul wer

dismissed by the delence min
istry as compensation for ser
viees rendered

Army reform also said the
number ol Army Generals had
risen considerably with 300
promotions having been made
since the beginning of 1993
The normal maximum annual
figure during the era ol the
Soviet Union and Red Army
was 500

The 185-strong group army
reform was set up in 1992, but
according to Nikonov the de
fence ministry was “misinfor

ming ecveryone by tlalk ol
reform
According to him the

Russian military authorities
were afrald ol reform,

supported by

Aristide sets conditions
for talks with army chief

WASHINGTON, June 24:
Ousted Haitian President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide set new
conditions W for talks
with Army Chief Roaoul Ce-
dras, including the resignation
of the Military High Command
and his own return to Haiti
"without undue delay,” rts
AFP. ey

The statement by Aristide's
Government-in-exile came
only hours after UN mediator

Dante Caputo said at UN head-
quarters in New York that the
Haitian President had agreed

to meet with Haiti's Military
lcaders.

Caputo told reporters that
Aristide had set no conditions
for the talks although the time
and venue of the meeting was
still under discussion.

But the statement by the
Haitian's government-in-exile
set what it said were four
"essential conditions for a pos-
sible meeting between
President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide and the putchist
Cedras’.

Off the Record

JOHANNESBURG:

Wednesday, says AFP.
A letter front-paged

said "~

ask for donations from com

coming wedding,” SAPA reported.
Swaziland's Police Commissioner Sancdile Mdziniso and two
royal princes are on the committee, the ag®
The letter in The Times, signed by
trator’'s office of Manzini, Swaziland's second city, identified the
bride-to-be as Inkhositaki La-Magwaza. It did not say when the

wedding would take place.

First Miss China
to be crowned

BEWING : The first Miss China is to be: crowned this year in
pageant that will include ethnic Chinese women [rom
all over the world, the China News Senice said Wednesday,

a beauty

reports AFP.

The competition will be

in December in

In addition to Miss China and two runners-up
prizes wifl be awarded for the mest frie idly, photogenic and
intelligent competitors, as well as awards for the most attractive

in swimsuit and evening wear.

Forbidden in China as a symbol of decadence until the
19808, beauty pageants have proliferated in the past year,
particularly in the south. Catching the popular wave, Befjing is
to hold its first "Miss Befjing” pageant in Jaly.

Transplant surgery to provide
cheap supplies of organs

LONDON: British scientists are breecing special pigs that
may revolutionise transplant surgery by providing cheap
supplies of organs, reports Reuter

Alter eight years of research, scientists at the Cambridge
Company Imutran revealed on Wednesdesy they had produced
"Astrid” — a transgenic pig carrying human genes.

Transgenic pigs have been bred before but Astrid is the first
to contain the human gene decay
prevent a human body rejecting transplani organs.

‘What we have got is the basic platforr) from which te start.
Now we have to perfect the strain untfl we arrive at a point
can be transplanted withou: being automatically
rejected,” a spokesman for Imutran said

The Imutran team took a fertilised eg{ from a sow and in
jected it into a test tube with human genes before replacing it In

where

the sow's womb.
piglets carrying human genes.

King seeks donation
for wedding

King Mswati of Swariland, 25, is about to
take a fifth wife and he wants local busi yesses to finance the
wedding, the South African Press Association reported

in The Times of Swaziland newspaper
permission has been granted to a s

open to women aged
from China, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
residing overscas, and will evaluate the beauty, intelligence and
character of the modern Chinese woman, (he Agency

An eliminatory stage is set to begin in July before the finals

accelerating factor which may

Since Astrid was born in December, fentists have bred 32

commitiee 1o
anc individuals for the

ncy said.
L2 regional adminis-

18 to 26 years
as well as olhers

Macau,

said.
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