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NEWS BRIEFS

PM visits mazar of

Hazrat Shahjalal
SYLHET, June 24: Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

today visited the mazar ol
Hazrat Shahjalal (R) and of
lered munajat, welfare

of the flood affected people
Begum Zia, who arrived here
1o see the flood-hit areas of the
greater Sylhet district, first
wenl to mazar of Hazrat

Sl'nh}lh.l and offered munajat,

Ut Hla Myint new
Myanmar envoy

The government of the
Union of Myanmar has ap
pointed U Hla Myint Oo as am
bassador extraordinary and
picnipotentiary Lo the People s
Republic of Bangladesh He is
expected to take up his pos!
ing soon Ambassador U Hla
Myint Oo is a career foreign
service officer and has served
in Myanmar missions in Bei
jing, Jakarta and Washington
DC. ‘'He has been ambassador
to Nepal since 1991, reports
BsS

Aﬁmmagnimt
Gana Adalat editor

By Staff Correspondent

The Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrate, Dhaka yesterday is
sucd warrants of arrest agains!
the editor, publisher, manag
ing editor and the special cor
respondent of the weekly
‘Gana Adalat’ [ollowing a
defamation suft filed by Captlain
(Retd] Ekram Ullah, chiel s
curity officer of the Zia
International Afrport. The
court orders of the arrest were
issued after Ekramullah sued

newes
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VIENNA, June 24: A world
conference on human rights to
day adopted a controversial
declaration denouncing atroci-
ties in Bosnia and calling for
the lifting of an arms embargo
on the country's Muslim-led
government, reports Reuter,

The declaration, proposed by
the 51-nation Organisation of
the Islamice Conference [OIC)
was passed by 88 votes in
favour, one - Russia - against
and 54 abstentions.

Sixty votes had been needed
to pass the declaration,
Austrian Foreign Minister Alois
Mock, the conference chairman,
said as he announced the re-
sult. s

Those who abstained in-
cluded the United States and
the 12 members of the

European Community. [slamic,
African and some other states
voted in [avour.

Opponents of the declaration
said it violated a ‘gentleman's
agrcement’ at the UN sponsored
conference not to raise Lhe
cases of individual countries,

The declaration was put to
the vote after the apparent fail-
ure of backstage negotiations to
agree on a compromise text.

Earlier Mock tried in vain
all morning to stop such a
controversial request on be-
half of a specific country.
Conference rules ban raising
the issue of a specific country.

But Pakistan's delegate
Agha Shahi, in the name of the
OIC, asked the 171 stales at-
tending the UN forum to adopt
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a conscensus on the text, which
was part ol a formal OIC
Declaration on Bosnia.,

"It is inconccivable that this
world conference should end
without clearly pronouncing its
position on the lragic silua-
tion 'in Dosnia—llerzegovina,”
he said.

He regretted that “the ap-
pcal has, as yet, cvoked no re-

sponsec; meanwhile, the geno-
cide continues.”
The OIC statemenl re-

quested "lifting the arms em-
bargo against the republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina in or-
der to enable it to exercise its
right to sclf-defence.”

It also rejected the Serb-
Croal plan to partition Bosnia
into threc cthnic states, under

Vienna Confce adopts OIC
proposal on Bosnia

discussion Wednesday and to-
day in Geneva, and urged the
Vance-Owen peace plan be ap-
plied.

Talks on dividing Bosnia-
Herzegpvina into tiny ethnic
stales linked in a loose con-
federation resumed in Geneva
Thursday amid reports of in-
tensified ﬁghting on the
ground,

Europcan Community me-
diator Lord Owen expressed

disappointment during the
first day of talks Wednesday —
boycotted by Bosnian president
Alija lzetbegovic — at the
“vagueness® of the proposed
borders, and added that he
and UN mediator Thorvald
Sloltenberg ‘didn’t like' some
of Lhe proposals they had
heard,

@The Daily Star

ASHAR 11, MUHARRAM 4, 1414 HIJRI

AL MP's charge ot
corruption irks
Salam Talukder

After the dull proceedings of
the past few days. Parliament
yvesterday heard noisy and
healed altercations between the
Treasury and Opposition
Benches over allegations of
corruption against a minister
levelled by an Awami League
member, reports UNB.

There was almost pande-
monium in the House when
dozens of BNP and Awami
League MPs were shouting at
cach other after Mirza Azam of
the Awami League, during his
budget speech, charged BNP
Secretary General and LGRD
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder with nepotlism and
corruption in JJamalpur district,

Harrister Talukder and Mirza
Azam were both cleeted from
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Budget hits
below the belt,
says Opposition

By Staff Correspondent

The opposition legislators
yesterday observed in Parlia-
ment that the ernment’s
economic policy had hit the
country's economy ‘below the
belt’,

They were taking part in the
general discussion on the pro-
posed budget for fiscal 1993-94
in the Jatiya Sangsad (JS) for
the eighth day yesterday.

The opposition felt that due
to the BNP's ‘'wrong' economic
policy the country had plunged
into deep recession and the
majority of the population liv-
ing in the rural areas had lost
their purchasing power.

The opposition, however, did
not hesitate to praise Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman yes-
terday for his, 'a few successes
at the macro-economic level
that includes ‘increase of rev-

Sce Page 12 Col |

two Jamalpur constituencies.

One of the youngest MPs,
Azam alleged that former State
Minister for Establishment
Mohammad Nurul Huda was
fired for corruption but there
has been no action yet against
another Minister against whom
specific charges of frregularities
and nepotism were brought.

Azam, in his allegations, said
that the LGRD Minister had
given a construction work worth
Taka two crore in Jamalpur to
one of his nephews without any
tender in exchange of a 10 per
cent commission. The minister
had given another 50 lakh taka
work to his nephew bypassing
the tender.

A relative of the LGRD

Sec Page 12 Col 3
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Greater Sylhet to have
flood shelters : PM

SYLHET, June 24: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today visited the flood hit areas
of Sylhet, Moulavibazar and
Habiganj districts and directed
the district administration
concerned to gear up relief
activities, reports BSS.

The Prime Minister [lew
aver the flood-affected areas of
Balaganj, Zakiganj, Company-
ganj, and Kanaighat thanas of
Sylhel district and other areas
of Moulavibazar and Habigan]
districts, and witnessed the
damages caused by flood.

Begum Zia sanctioned Tk
one crore for the flood-hit
pecple of the three districts
and directed the officials con-
cerned 1o start the agricultural
rehabilitation programme, ex-

tend the VGD cards and pro-
vide tubewells for drlnll.ing
waler.

She said flood shelter would
be constructed in flood-prone
arcas of the three districts like
the cyclone shelters in the
country's coastal bells and
plans would be taken to face
the recurrent {loods there.

The Prime Minister asked
her party leaders and workers
of these districts to stand by
the side of the affected people
and join the relief work.

While visiting the affected
arcas of Moulavibazar and
Habiganj by road she enquired
about the welfare of the flood
victims. She went to the site of
the Railway Bridge at Shayes-
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Sylhet flood
situation
Improving

From Qur Correspondent

SYLIIET, June 24 The
overall flood situation has im-
pruved slightly in the district

walcrs started receding
w:r% sl-nwl:,r in some areas.
Surma and the
Hu:..hiyara. however, were still
flowing above danger-level at
many points.

The direct road-link be-
tween the district headquar-
ters and [Balagan|, Beanibazar,
Fenchuganj and Jakigan] is yet
lo be restored.

One died of diarrhoea yes-
lerday and another died of
dyscntery in the district while
569 persons have been suller-
ing from diarrhoca.

See Page 12 Col 7

Magistrate, teachers beaten up at Fatikchhari

CHITTAGONG, June 24: At
least sixty people including 20
polhicemen and Ansars were in-
jured today in violence at an
HSC examination centre here at
Fatikchhmri College, 30 miles
from the city. police and wit-
nesses said

Of the injured, one examinee
— Brajasen Nath — was admit-
ted into the Chittagong Medical
College Hospital with serious
bullet wounds while three col-
lege teachers were released alter
[irst aid, police and doctors
said

Hesides, some other injured
were admitted in different clin
s here, police said.

60 hurt in HSC centre clash

Fram Staff Correspondent

Police fought a three hour
lung battle at the college to con-
trol the violence which begun at
11:30 am when one examinee
punched a magistrate who did
not allow him to adopt unliair
means inside the examination
hall.

Other unruly examinees,
aided by several hundred out:
siders equipped with fire-arms
and lethal weapons, joined In
and attacked the magistrale,
the invigilators and the police.
The unruly mob confined the
magistrate and three college
teac hers in a room and merct-
lessly beat them up. They were
liter rescued by the police and

Ansars who reportedly [ired
almost a hundred shots and re-
sorted to lathicharge.

Police and witnesses said Lhe
mob opened fire with pistols,
blasied cocktails and pelted
slones.

College furniture was dam-
aged and rooms ransacked
while the transports of the
Thana Nirbahi Officer and the
District Ansars Adjutant were
damaged, police , saying
that the unruly people also at-
tempted to set fire to the dam-
aged vchicles but in the face of
resistance by police and Ansars

they retreated.
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Bagerhat, Pilrojpur, Barguna.
| Patuakhali, Bhola, Barisal.
Laxmipur. Noakhali, Feni.

th!taﬂnng and their offshore

Dhaka stands

' firm against

carving up
Bosnia : FM

esh firmly stands for
the territorial integrity and
sovercignty of the war-ravaged
Muslim republic of Bosnia-
lHerzegovina, Foreign Minister
Mostafizur Rahman said here
yesterday.

He said that under no cir-
cumstances the republic,
recognised by the United
Nations, could be split into sev-
eral mini-states. "Any kind of
solution must honour its
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity”.

Mostafiz was talking to the
UNB after returning home yes-
lerday afternoon from Vienna
where he attended the World
Conference on Human Rights.

The Foreign Minister who led
delegation at the
two-week conference which be-
gan on June 14 in the Austrian
capital, said that Bangladesh
rightly presented all aspects of
human rights and its violation
in different parts of the world.
"Human rights can't be
achieved until certain condi-
tions of fundamental rights of
the people are fulfilled,” he said
adding that Bangladesh was
fully convinced that human

'ﬁghta were being blatantly vio-

lated in Bosnia- Herzegovina.

The Bangladesh delegation
to the Vienna moot includes
Director General (UN) at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Afsarul Kader, Bangladesh
Ambassador in Geneva Osmany
and Salma Khan.

Information Minister Nazmul
Huda is attending the confer-
ence as alternate leader of
Bangladesh delegation.

Describing the conference as
successful’, Mostafiz said that
it would help promote human
rights situation across the

world.
See Page 12 Col 8

Depression

The well-marked low over
northwest angle HBay and
adjoining areas moved north
westwards and concentrated
into a monsoon depression and
was centred at 9 pm yesterday
about 190 kilomelres southwest
of Khulna town, reports UNIS.

A Mct Office special bulletin
sald that the depression is
likely to intensify further and
move in a north north-westerly
direction and may cross West
Bengal coast near Medinipur by
noon today

Under its influence, moder
ately heavy or heavy rain ac
companied by gusty or squally
winds are likely over the dis
tricts of Khulna, K Satkhira,

island_and chars

'‘Budget

President of the Bangladesh
Sick Industries Association
Tajul Islam. describing the
proposed budget as a “juggiery
of figures” says. “The budget
@ves no sense of direction for
the sick industries.”

Talking to The Daily Stiar
yesterday |slam pointed out
that the government was pro
viding thousands of crores of
taka in subsidy to the ever
losing public sector on the one
hand and filing cases agains!

defaulting the private en
treprencurs on the other

Star Report

"The government cannot
maintlain such double stan-
dards ~ he sajd. °If it can pro-
vide crores of taka for the pub-
ltc sector, it can and should do
the same for the private sector
which 1s fighting lor its growth
against all odds .~

"We do not want any subsi-
dies to run our industries.” he
said. "We can run the untis
smoothly if the government is
a little bit more cooperalive
and consistent about fixing du
ties. taxes and VAT charges on
raw materials and Mnished

products.”

“The Finance Minister has
disproportionately lowered
import duties on raw materials
and finished products.” Islam
pointed out. Elaborating, he
cited the example of the cos-
mectics industries. "The import
duty on cosmetics has been
lowered from 100 per cent to
75 per cent while the import
duty on raw materials for the
cosmetics industry is also 75
per cent.”

"As a consequence, when
manufacturers produce cos

ignores the sick industries

metics and sell them they will
have 1o pay 25 per cent sup:
plementary tax and VAT
charges on the same produc!
Thus the locally made prod-:
ucts become more expensive
than the foreign products. In
such a context, how can one
expect the industries to makce
profit and not become default
ers?” he posed

"Every year, the Finance
Minister talks about lowering
bank interests.” Tajul Islam
said. “But like this budget, he

'.‘"ll'l Flr],“l i‘J f -I'l-]i 'I-
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Tk 53 cr DU
budget

By DU Correspondent

Treasurer of the Dhaka
University Professor Shahi-
dullah Ahmed yesterday
announced a Taka 53.08 crore
budget for the fiscal 1993-94
with a deficit of Tk 10.57
crore.

The total expenditure has
incrcased by 1548 per cent
over the last fiscal year.

Professor Ahmed placed the
budget on the second day of
the annual Senate meeting of
the Dhaka University yesterday
afternoon. Senate Chairman
and Vice-Chancellor Prof
Emazuddin Ahmed was in the
chair.

In the budget, the tlotal
deficit has been shown at Tk
12.20 crore including Tk 1.63
crore deficit in the 1992-83
fiscal.

The total income in fiscal
1993-94 has been projected
Tk 42.51 crore of which Tk
39.20 crorc will come fiem
| the government and Tk 3.3]
crore from the university s
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Menon bares
‘alternative plan’

to solve crisis

'By Staff Correspondent .

The Workers Party of Bangl-
adesh (WPB) yesterday annou-
nced an eleven-point "alter-
native programme” to help the
nation overcome its present
crisis.

The programmes, Aan-
nounced at a press conference
by party leader Rashed Khan
Menon, MP, are aimed at mo
bilising people in a combined
agitation against socio-eco-
nomic stagnation, terrorism,
and fundamentalism.

Addressing the press con-
ference at the party office in

L Awami League chief Shelkh Hasnna returned hnme
yesterday after attending the World Conference on Human
Rights in Vienna. Foreign Minister Mostafizur Rahman

also returned by the same flight.

Stop genocide 1n

Bosnia

Awami League chiel and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina has
called on all concerned to
make sincere efforts o stop
"genocide” in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, reports UNDB

Talking to newsmen at the
Zia International Airport on
her return yesterday afternoon
from Vienna, Hasina said that
the killings and bloodshed in
the Balkan republic must be
stopped.

Responding to a qucstion,
she said that supply of arms to
the warring ethnic groups
should also be stopped to pave
the way for a durable solution

the city, Menan noted that the
socio-economic condition of
the common masses did not
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Jahanara'Imam
seeks cooperation
of political

— Star phntu

Hasina

parties
of the problem. By Staff Correspondent
“Supply of arms is the cause The Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
of all such conflicts,” she Samannaya Committee has

added.
The Awanil League chiefl al-
leged that violalions ol human

sought active cooperation from
the ‘pro-independence’ politi-
cal parties in carrying forward

rights were also becing commit- | the agitation for trial of ‘war

ted in Bangladesh. criminals’ including Golam
In support of her allegation, | Azam

Hasina said thal the common- “Political parties are our

man is being deprived of all
basic neccssities. "This is a
kind of violation of human
rghts.” she said.

She accused the govern-

steering force and hence they
will have to speced up the agl

tation by increasing their par-
ticipation”, committee
Convenor Jahanara Imam told

ment of not paying due atten- | a rally in the capital yesterday
tion to the flood affected peo- alternoon.

ple — Sce Page 12 Col 7

Mizan to consult Ershad
on JP constitution

By Staff Correspondent

The central working commit
lee of the Jatiya Party has de-
cided to seek the opinfon ol its
jalled chairman H M Ershad re
garding amendment of the party
constitution, committee sources
satd Thursday

The marathon meeting ol the
warking committee that began
Wednesday evening and contin-
ued till 2 am Thursday assigned
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury,
MI’, the acting chairman, to
consult Ershad's opinton.

A group ol Jatliya Party stal-

Janata Tower case

HC rejects
Raushan's appeal

for stay
warts have proposed major A High Court divistion bench
amendments to the party con- | yesterday rejected a prayer
stitution which now s un- | made on behall of Degum
limited powers to the rman. | Raushan Ershad to siay the or-

der confiscation of the butlding
known as Janata Tower' along
with Lthe land in the Karwan
Bazar Commercial area, reports
[18SS

The division bench compris-
ing Justice Habibur Rahman
Khan and Justice Mohammad
Fazlul Karim, however, directed
the authorities not to take any

See Page 12 Col 2

Thursday's meeting of the
powerful 101-member working
commitiee, held after about 10
months, was a stormy one with
a number of leaders lambasting
cveniral leaders for the party s
present crisis. :

Leaders including former
minister Kazi Feroz Rashid and
Sheikh Shahidul Islam, and S

See Page 12 Col 3 I




