] LONDON, June

23: Boris Becker

had to uce

his best form in

over four months

to tame the man
they call “Baby Boom Boom” in
an explosive four-set battle on
Centre Court on Tuesday,
reports AFP,

Marc Goellner, 22, has shot
up the rankings. beating Stefan
Edberg and lvan Lendl on the
way to the Nice Open title and
reaching the last 16 of the
French Open.

And when he broke the
mighty Becker serve in the sev-
enth game to take the first set,
it looked as if he might be about
to add his German compatriot
to his growing collection of
scalps from the upper echelons
of men’s tennis.

But Becker, who had a dis-
astrous clay court season, is
desperate to add to his three ti-
tles here. And the composed
way he channelled his array of
grass court weapons to contain
his opponent will have sent a
chill down his rivals’ spines.

"He had one chance in the
first set and hit a good back-
hand to take {t," Becker said.
“Then | started to play better
and better and he got worse and
worse.”

"It was a good first round for
me. My serve was excellent, 1 hit
over 20 aces so | am content.

1 think he maybe lacked a
little experience of the court and
the toumament.”

Looking sharper than at any
time since coming back in April
from nearly two months out
with injury and ililness, Backer
shrugged off the loss of the first
sct 1o win 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4.

"After the first set he turned
his motor on,” Goellner said be-
fore backing Becker to win a
fourth title, "He can win. If he
serves like that for sure,” he
said.

Goellner, whose style is
based on a high-risk strategy of
striking out for winners on
nearly every point, resisted right
to the end — winning three
break points when Becker was
serving for the match at 5-4.

Becker though unruffled by
his opponent's blistering back-
hand returns and produced two
service winners and a clean ace
to save Lhe points. Another ace
gave him his second match
point and for once Goellner's

backhand let him dawn under
pressure from a deep volley
fromn Becker,

Despite the defeat it was an
impressive Wimbledon debut for

uh‘m ple 1}[% hflh"ﬁr T:M{F

match on grass al Queen's Club
only two weeks ago. He should
be a serfous Wimbledon propo-
sition nexl year,

"1 have got great strokes for
grass, | just need to get a little
more experience,” he said.

Becker was impressed with
yet another young German fol-
lowing in his wake. "They seem
to get taller every year,” he
joked. "I'd prefer it if they didn't
play as good as they do.”

World number one Pete
Sampras dropped the first sct to
Australian left-hander Neil
Browick but came through
[airly comfortably in four scts,

Sampras was glad to feel no
reaction from the shoulder in-
jury which had forced him to
ask for a Tuesday start in the
tournament.

"Last Wednesday it was so
bad | couldn’t brush my teeth,”
the Ame:iican said. "But today it
felt fine and | thought | served
very well.”

Sampras had an uncharac-
teristic lapse when he let a first
set 4-2 lead slip. He finally lost
the first set 12-10 in the
tiebreak but ran out a 6-7, 6-3,
7-6, 6-3 winner.

The inflamed tendon in his
shoulder meant Sampras, who
was bealen in his first match at
Queen's started the tournament
with minimal preparation.

'l was a bit apprehensive,
unsure ol mysell but it was a
good match to get under my

belt,
"It was a bit like walking into
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a match without any study.
Twelfth seed Michacl Chang

ma d o avoid an unhappy
hat-trick of first reund cxits

when he completed a five sel

round match against compa

World number four rrnnn Boris Becker through with a

ten,” Ivanisevic said

The Croat admitied thal allcr
getting to last year's final he lelt
under mare pressure to do well

"Maybe | was a lfitlke bit more

Medvedevy made o succoessiul
Wimbledon debut against
Germany's Peter Moraing, win-
ning 6-7, 6-3, 6-4, 7-6 and now
plays France's Cedric Molinc.

forehand return during his first

triot Marc Goellner on Tuesday. Becker, a big server himself,

tamed the ‘Baby Boom Boom' in a four-setter.

victory oaver the Netherland's
Paul Haarhuis. The match was
interrupted overnight at 3-1 for
Chang in the fifth and final set.
The American held serve to go
to 4-1, but allowed the Dutch
left-hander to pull him back to
4-4. Chang clinched the win
with a final game break.

16th seed Thomas Muster, a
clay court specialist who has
never got past the first round at
Wimbledon in the three times
he has played in his eight-year
carcer, was beaten by France's
Oltvier Delaitre 7-5, 6-4, 6-2.

IVANISEVIC JUST
MAKES IT

Goran Ivanisevic, Wimbledon
runner-up last year, lived dan-
gerously before beating
Jonathan Stark in five sets.

The powerful Croat, who
fired down 27 aces, was
matched all the way by the
American and had to save three

break points at 4-4 in the fifth
set.

Nine-time champions Czech-born American Martina

ncrvous because now | know |
can win this tourmnament;

"In the second and third sct
cvery time at 5-6 | was getting
nervous.

lvanisevic, beaten in the Rrst
round at Queen's by Britain's
Chris Wilkinson after hearing of
the death of a friend, has had
virtually no preparation for the
lournament after returning to
Croatia for the funcral,

"It's tough to get going again
when you see thosc things.” he
said.

But he added : "1 was happy
because [ needed a match like
this, to have to fight to the last

point.
Ivanisevic, who picked up a

code violation waming lor abus-
ing a line judge who foot-faulted

him, now plays Britain's Chris
Bailey,
McEnroe.
‘I am not going Lo say any-
thing about English playcers be-

who wupset Patrick

Navratilova makes a backhand return during her first

round match against Australian Michelle J

aggard-Lai on

the Centre Cuurt of the All-England Club on Tuesday.
Navratilova, making her 21st Wlmbladnn appearance for a
record tenth title, raced into the second round with a 6-2, 6-

1 win.

[3ut after getting himsell out
of trouble with the help of two
aces, Ivanisevic clinched a 6-4,
5-7, 5-7, 7-6,6-4 victory with a
double-handed pass in the next
game,

"lle was close but he didn't
win that is the difference be-
tween the top 50 and the top

— AFP phnm

causc every tirm: 1 do dne of
them beats me,” said Ivanisevic,
who was beaten by Nick Brown
here two years ago.

Ivanisevic was joined in the
second round by Andrei
Mcdvedev, the tenth sced and
recent French Open scmifinal-

Al LONDON, June
23: Patrick McE-
nroe hurled exple-
lives at an umpire
on Tuesday taking
Wimbledon cro-
wds back Lo the golden years of
his brother, "Big Bad John,”
reports AFP.

McEnroe minor could not
keep his cool while being beaten
7-5, 7-5, 7-5 by Britain's Chris
Bailey.

Angry at line calls that went
against him; the 26-year-old
American, wearing the trade-
mark headband of his brother,
not to menton the scowling lip,
screamed at umpire Mike Rice
that he was "f...gutless.”

The umpire did not replay
with a code violation, surprising
many people including Bailey.

In the last game of the sec-
ond set, when he felt a Bailey
shot was out, McEnroe said
Rice was blind and shouted:
"The ball was so far out, it's
terrible. You're [... wrong, f...
that.”

When another decision went
against him, he declared:
"You're [...gutless.”

An another tirade came in
the 11th game of the third set.

Rice was told during l;hi:
changeover: "You don't knﬂw
what the hell is going on out
there.”

In his post-match press con-
lerence, McEnroe was unrepen:-

PATRICK McENROE

tant and argued with reporters.
1 was upset,” he said. "I didn't
think | was abusive to the um-
pire. I might have used some

bad language, but | didn't direct
towards him."
Bailey, admitted McEnroe

L]ke elder like 0

er

got some controversial calls, but
aatd ol the umpire, "If he hasn't
gat the guts enough to say
"Warning, Mr McEnroe; he's
going to get walked all over —
and he was."”

John McEnroe, a television
commentator this year, made
his last big outburst two years
ago. He was fined 6,250 pounds
[or abusing a line judge during
a match.

Not to be outdone, number
one sced Pete Sampras had a
court-side row with two British
World War One veterans.

Battling a shoulder injury,
Sampras had a difficult first
round against Australian
Neil Borwick which he needed
four sets to win.

At 4-2 up and 30-love in the
first set, Sampras turned to the
side of the court to berate some
elderly spectators who were
making a noise that irritated
him.

Sampras said he did not
know the target of his com-
plaints had been Chelsea pen-
sioner war veterans. "No, |
didn't know who they were. But
they were messing around,

making a noise and | had al-
ready started a bit apprehen-
sively "

— AFP photo

GRAF, NAVRATILOVA

SANCHEZ SAIL

The top three sceds in the
women's singles, Steflll Gral,
Martina Navratilova and
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario, wcre
all easy first round winncrs.

Graf shrugged ofl the atien-
tions of a German fan who
shouted abuse at her, to beat
Australian qualifier Kirrily
Sharpe 6-0, 6-0 in 38 minules.
She now plays Britain's Clare
Wood.

Navralilova, rcvitalised by
winning at Eastbourne last
week and bidding for a record
tenth title here, beal Australia s
Michelle Jaggard-lai 6-2, 6- ).
She has a tricky second round

match against South Alrican
Rass Nidelfer: Under her

maiden name Fairbank, Nideffer
has twice reached the quarter-
finals here and has given
Navratilova problems in the
piast. "Nothing's spectacular to-
day but I didn't have to be,”
Navratilova said.

Jennifer Capriati, the 7th
sced, was given a tougher-than-
cxpected battle by Britain's
Shrirli Ann Siddall but came
through in three sets after
dropping the first on a tiebreak.

'l was a little off and wasn't
really into the grove like 1 was
in the last two sets,” Capriati,
whe 4s being coached by
Australian Paul McNanames for
Wimbledon, said.

Sanchez beat Radka Zruba-
kova of Czechoslovakia 6-1, 6-1.
The Spaniard next plays
Australia's Elizabeth Smylie,
who overcame British veteran
Jo Duri in three sets,

While Capriati survived, the
women's singles lost its first
sced, French number one Mary
Pieree had to withdraw because
of a high temperature only
hours before she was due to
make her Wimbledon debut.

Conchita Martinez, the sixth
sced, and former finalist Zina
Garrison-Jackson both came
through in straight sets against
Ginger Hegelson and Sabine
Hack.

Deng richer
for $ 12,000

SEOUL, June 23: China's
Deng Yaping beat compatriot
Gao Jun 3-1 in the final lo win
the women's singles tille at the
Korea Grand Prix tablc tennis
championships here today, re-

ports AFP.

Deng took the 12,000-dollar
prize, winning 20-22, 21-13,
21-8, 21-186.

Deng and Gao advanced to
the final by respectively beating
compatriot Wang Chen 3-0 (21-
12, 21-16, 21-10), and Soulh
Korea's Kim Bun-Shik 3-0 (21-
19, 21-19, 21-15) in the semilfi-
nals,

Deng also beat Cheng To of
Hong Kong in the quarter-linals
3-0, (21-7, 21-12, 21-7).

Boxer out of
danger

FERRARA, Italy, June 23:
British boxer Derck Angol un-
derwent medical tests today but
doctors said there was no cause
for concern despite being
knocked unconscious in a title
fight on Tuesday night, reports
Reuter:

Angol was beaten by [talian
Massimiliano Duran in the 11th
round of a fight for the vacant
European Boxing Union (EBU)
cruiserweight title,

Duran pul Angol on the can-
vas with a crunching right to
Lhe side of the head sending
sceonds rushing into the ring to
gct the Briton's gum shield out
ol his mouth.

Medical expcris gave Angol
oxygen bul he remained sense-
less for several minules before
coming round.

“He's still slighuy confused,”
and his movenwents are not yect
fully coordinaled,” sald a
spokesman for the Santa Anna
di Ferrara lospital today.

But the spokesman sajd
there was no particular reason
Lo worry aboul his condition.

Sport =

Mker beats ‘Baby Boom Boom'

Medal of Freedom
for Ashe

WASHINGTON, June 23:
President Bill Clinton awarded
the Presidential Medal
Freedom posthumously yester-
day to tennis Arthur Ashe,
who died of AIDS February 13,
the While House said, reports
AFP.

In presenting the award to
Ashe's widow Jeanne, Clinton
praised Ashe for the "inner
strength and outward dignity
that marked this game every bit
as much as that dazzling cross-
court backhand.”

The medal is the nation's
highest ctvilian honour.

Graf in Round 3

LONDON, June 23: Top
sced Stefli Gral stormed into
the third round of the
Wimbledon women's singles
championship herc today with
a straight-sets drubbing of
Britain's Clare Wood, reports
AFP

The defending champion
from Germany provided fur
ther evidence of her recovery
from a fool II'I_:ILHT as shc (i
umphrd 6.2, ]l in 64 min-

of

LONDON, June
23 : Salety fears
surrounding wo-
men tennis stars
were intensified
on Tuesday after
Stefli Graf was loudly abused by
a fan as she began the defence
of her Wimbledon title, reports
AFP.

Graf was forced to interrupt

. her match on Centre Court to

ask for a front-row spectator
shouting abuse to be silenced.

The vulnerability of players
who earn their living within
touching distance of the public
was dramatically ht hlighttd
when Monica Sef was
stabbed on-court in Hamburg
last April.

Graf's abuser, who police
identified as 29-year-old Kurt
Zun Felde from Frankfurt, had

' followed the German world

number one from the French
Open, where he had also
taunted her, claiming she was
to blame for the stabbing of
Seles.

“You are responsible for ev-
prything.” he shouted.

Wimbledon officials asked
Lthe man to leave his seat after
Grals match, and he was
questioned by police before be-
ing released and asked to leave
the stadium. He has been
banned for the rest of the
tournament. Martina
Navratilova, shocked to hear of
the incident, summed up the
dilemma that it posed for ten-
nis in the aftermath of the
Seles stabbing.

. "People like that, if they are
willing I:u say that you never
know what you are willing to
do aboul it."

And it has been obvious
here this'week that no matter
how much security is stepped
up, the players cannot and
don't want to completely iso-
late themselves from the pub-

Patriotism

NARBONNE, France, June
23: Two Bosnian swimmers
pulled out of the Mediterranean
Games in Narbonne on Tuesday
because they were not allowed
to compete under their coun-
try's flag, reports AFP.

e L
ey

.......

e Curity guurds struggle tn keep up with defending {h.arnpmn ‘itpf’f' Grnf as tht world
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number one sprints through the crowd outside All-England Club prior to her second round
match against Britain's C Woods.

lic that is the lifeblood of the
game.,

Gral hersell had shunned
new security precautions and
been seen walking around the
complex without her minders.

She seemed determined
not to let the incident upset
her.

"There is nothing | can do
about it and | don't really think
too much about it either. | was
surprised he was there again
today but no, | don't take it 100

Gral has learned to come o
terms with the price of fame
over the years.

A few years ago one fan fol-
lowed her onto a praclice
court and cut his wrists In
front of her, and she had also
been the subject of repeated

death threats. And the man
who stabbed Monica Seles Iin

Hamburg claimed he was try
ing to help Gral retain her
world number one spot.

There were echoes of that
nightmare for Gral as Zun
Felde told police he was an-
noyed that Graf, who won her
opening match 6-0, 6-0,
scemed to be winning casily af
ter having said she was suffer
ing from a foot injury.

He accused her of cheating
and of taking advantage of
Seles' stabbing to take over the
world number one spot.

Gral has topped the rank
ings since Seles has been out
recovering from the stab
wound to her shoulder, but she
has repeatedly said it is mean-
ingless to her as long as Seles
is not playing.

While sensitivities are run-
ning high in the wake of the
Seles assault, Navratilova (ried

— AFP photo

Graf grappling with price of fame

to put Monday's verbal atlack
into context. "l have been
abused by the crowd before.
This is one incident.”

“There is only so much you
can do. You can't screen peo-
ple and ask them if t
going to yell anything be
you let them oul on the court.”

"Look what's happened In
soccer. They have armed
guards on horseback and dogs
and fences so people can't get
into the stadium. This is what
this world is coming to. So we
shouldn’t be surprised.”

Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
like Gral, prefers to dispense
with securily guards shadow-
ing her every step, even
though she accept there is al-
ways a ceriain risk that goes
with the territory,

"Somctimes it is nice to be
alone.” she said.

Austrahﬂn Jamie Mm'gan reaches to serve ﬂgmmt world numbm one Amierican PE‘LE
Sampras during their second round match of the men's singles in the Wimbledon tennis
championship yesterday. Morgan stretched Sampras to four sets before bowing down.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE ONLY PERSON TO
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SMILE WHEN THINGS GO WRONG IS A REPAIR-

MAN.

Today's Cryptoquip clue: D equals G

The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

words and words using an a
locating vowels. Solution is

Eostmphf‘jiw you clues to
y trial a

€Irof.



