Demands for reéigng_lion, fresh polls rylg_(_i out

I will come out clean from
the acid test, says Rao

NEW DELHI, June 21:
Iindian Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao said today that
charges he reccived a payoll
from a stockbreker will not
stick, and described the alle-

;ﬂam as an opposition plot to
lodge him, reports AFP.

The 7l-year-old Prime
Minister, speaking on his sec-
ond anniversary in office, told
supporicrs at his residence
here that the allegations by
Bombay broker Harshad Ilchta
were "meaningless.”

"l will come out clean from

the acid test.,” Rao said at his
first public meeting since
Wednesday, when Mechta

claimed he had paid nearly
350,000 dollars to the pre-
mier to earn his political pa-
tronage.

Mchta's allegations plunged
the ru Co () party
i e esal L
its plans to celebrate Rao's
second year in office.

"The allcgations against me
are nothing but a pul:lucll phy
to mislead the

said, accusing the opposition
of using Mchta to slander him
and the Congress (l).

"The charges are meaning-
less and will not stick on me
and | will stand vindicated ul-
timately,” Rao said.

The opposition has stepped
up demands for Rao's resigna-
tion and fresh elections follow-
ing Mchta's allegation that he
gave the Prime Minister a suit-
case stiuffed with cash 18
months ago at his official resi-
dence.

Ruling out elections, Lhc
Primec Minister said his
Congress (1) government will
complete its remaining Lhree
years in . Rao took officc
in June 1991 following elec-
tions which ushered the party
back into power.

"Since the opposition par-

ties had no arguments against
the government, they arc
making wild allegations to
keep their political shops run-
ning.” he said, as party ac-
tivists held a protest rally near
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cause of the floods.

He alleged that the heli-
coplers, instead of bein
by the Prime Minister for the
ruling party's public meetings,
should have been used for pro-
viding relief in the flood-al-
fected areas. He also said that
the PM should have visited the
area.

Samad Azad said that the
opposition members should
avail the helicopter facilitics
since those were purchased
with public money.

He informed the Jatiya
Sangsad that the Balagan
Thana Nirbahi officer (TNO
and the police Officer-in-
Charge (OC) had taken shelter
elsewhcre because the situa-
tion had aggravated. He also
described ‘'the conditions as
severe and lamented the lack

of relief uﬁcrntinn: and
ernment help for the dis-
tressed people

Samad Azad urged the rul-
ing party not to politicise the
flood issue. The opposition
leader demanded adjournment
of he session for al least a day
and declaration of the areas as
a "distressed area’.

State Minister for Relief
Lutfar Rahman Khan, however,
dismissed the issue saying that
the flood was not serious
enough to justify an adjourn-
ment of the House.

He said that there was
nothing so alarming that the
PM had to rush to the area.

“This is a flash flood, which
occurs almost every year,” the

Minister said.
The RelicF Minister said

only Habigan| and Moulvibazar
districts werc seriously afl-
fected but the situation in
other areas was not :

He contradicted press re-
ports and said it did not re-
flect the facts.

He informed the house that
reliefl worth Tk 4.5 crore had

used -

already been allocated for the
alfected areas and the govern-
ment was considering other
measures for post-flood reha-
bilitation.

The Relief Minister's
speech was in ‘stark contra-
diction to the speech of 18
other opposition and ruling
party members who described
the current floods as very se-
rious.

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman, who visited the flood-
hit areas recently, said that the
floods were not a party prob-
lem, rather a national problem.

He said that 92 per cent of
water causing floods came
from outside the country.
"Neither the opposition nor
the ruling party create floods,
and the government had no
intention to politicise the mat-
ter,” he added.

The Finance Minister said
that the Prime Minister was
very much concerned about
the situation and she inquires
about the situation from time
to time.

He informed the house that
all kinds of administrative
measures yere taken immedi-
ately after the flood.

The Finance Minister said
that shert-term and long-term
pro had been taken to
rehabilitate the flood-affected
people. The Krishi bank

branches in the areas were or-
dered not to issue any notice

to the defaulting borrowers
and to disburse fresh loans
among the farmers for post-
flood farming.

Responding to the demands
for dredging of the Monu, the
Khowai, the Surma and other
rivers in the region, he said
that "This {s humanly impossi-
ble". But he suggested a FAP
like protective measure after
thorough dialogue with all
groups concerned.

He, however, pointed out
two positive sides of the floods:

the house of Mchta's advocale
here,

Mchta, a 40-year-old mil
Honaire stockbroker, has been
accused of masterminding a
1.3 billlon dollar swindle by
jackipg up share of price with
funds skimmed from banks
The scam was exposed In

April Tast year,

The Prime Minister s oflice
has said Rao was in a meeting
with a Pakistani delegaie on
November 4, 1991 when
Mchia purportedly turned over
the cash.

Buoyed by Rao's alibi, the
Congress [1) leadership has
backed the Prime Minister,
describing Mchla's allegations
as an oppositionled conspir-
acy lo destabilise the govern-
meni.

Mchia, who has spent three
months in jail since detectives
launched a probe .into the
markcl scam has said he can
provide prool ol the payoll, but
so [ar has not made the evi
dence public.

Oppomtlon seeks adjournment

huge boulders were sliding
down from across the border
with gushing hilly waters and
the supply of fish in the area
had also increased.

Those who took part in the
one-and-hall hour discussion
included Fatema Chowdhury
Paru (BNP), Khalilur Rahman
Chowdhury [JP), Mosharraf
Hossain (AL), Khaleda Rabbani
(BNP), Matiya Chowdhury (AL),
Khandaker Abdul Malek (BNP),
Mohammad Nasim (AL},
Maulana Obaidul Huq (10J],
Maksud lbne Aziz Lama JP),
Mosharraf Hossain Shahjahan,
the State Minister for
Irrigation, Tolael Ahmed (AL),
Sharfuddin Khasru (JP),
Suranjit Sengupta (Ganantri
Party), Matiur Rahman Nizami
(Jamaal), Enamul Hug
Jamaal) and Salauddin Yousuf

(AL).
' AlL's demand

Mcanwhile, the Awami
League (AL) has called for
declaring [flood-hit greater
Sylhet district a calamity zone
and rushing relief to the af-
fected arcas, reports UNB.

An emergency meeting of
the AL Cenlral Working
Commillee in the efty Sunday
revicwed the flood situation
and criticised the government
for its [ailure to send adequate
rclicl for the distressed poo-
ple.

The meeting, chaired by
acting President of the AL
Abdus Samad Azad at the party
central office, described the
flood situation in greater
Sylhet as 'alarming’ and said
thousands of people were pass-
ing their days without any food
and medicine.

It also expressed concern at

the flood situation In
Chittagong, Comilla, Sirajganj.
Pabna and Bogra

The party decided to send
medical teams 1o the flood-al-

_ fected districts.

Petrobangla
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The contractors may slop
their work and later claim
compensation for idle time.

Petrobangla feels that this
may lead to a situation similar
to that of Saipem which raised
a storm over its huge 14 mil-
lionn dollar additional bill on
grounds of delay in completion
of works.

On the other hand, if the
works of the processing plants
are completed without any
consultant's involvement, th-
ere will be no warranty for
performance of the plants.

The Petrobangla PIU's let-

ter also observed that ff Pencol |

is blacklisted from future pre-

contracts are allowed to run
till fulfilment, then the consul-
tant would, in all likelihood,
become disenchanted and this
may result in unwelcome com-
plications in the construction
of the on-going plants,

P¢ncol Engineering was ap-
pointed consultants for infras-
tructural engineering of the
Sccond Gas Development
Project (SGDP) in 1986, a
work funded by the UNDP.
Although Pencol's consultancy
contract was supposed to run
till August, 1992, the neccs-
sary funds dried up the June
the same year.

However, with the exten-
sion of the SGDP Project dead-
line until June, 19984, another
five million dollar was granted
from the World Bank's credit,
Ta-5, providing for Pcncols
continuation as a consultant for
the projeet tll Junc, 1994

Flood situation static
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Jakigonj, Bianibazar and
Balagon] were yet to be re-
stored, sources

Two more people died of
diarrhoeal disecases today in
the flood affected areas while
many others were attacked, of-
ficial sources said from the
district control rooms.

Meanwhile, the flood situa-
tion in greater Chittagong has
improved slightly with reces-

" sion of water from the upper

catchment and light rainfall in
the district today, official
sources said. '

Local met
recorded only

office today
11 mm of rain

quealifieatinn yeb iis extsting | 0 neellyaiiing the past 24

hours while the same was 71
mm), yesterday during the same

| period.

However, district control

room sources told BSS tonight

that a total of 92 unifons under
the 14 thanas in the district
were still under flood waters
and about three lakh people
were badly affected.

However, the road links be-
tween Chittagong and other
parts of the region wee re-
stored today.

The telecommunicalions

between Chittagong and dil-
[erent thanas were also re-
stored today, T and T sources
said.
* Cox's Bazar district control
room sources said tonight that
the overall flood situation in
the district further worsened
due to torrential rain during
the past seven days.

Local met office recorded
66 mm of rain fall during the
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past 12 hours ending 6 pm
today. :

A total of 26 unfons under
the seven thanas in the dis-
trict were affected by the flood
with inundation of ten more
unions today.

UNB adds: The flood situa-
tion in Comilla and Feni con-
tinued to remain grave with all
the major rivers of Meghna
basin flowing much above the
danger mark.

The flood situation in
Comilla worsened further as
the water level in the river
Gumti registered a sharp rise
today. The river was flowing 48
¢m above the danger level this
evening.

All the rivers in South
Eastlern Hill basin registered
fall and were [lowing below
the danger level this evening,
but the flood situation re-
mained static in the arcas.

The Brahmaputra regis-
tered rise in the upstream and
receded in the downstream
while the Ganges registered
further fall at all points ex-
cepting slght rise in Rajshahi.

In Feni, six unions of
Purshuram, Chhagalnaiya and
Feni Sadar thanas were sub-
merged by l[lood water today.
Some 150 square kilometres
of 17 unions in the district
were inundated during the
current flood, sources said,

_Heseltine suffers
heart attack

ROME, June 21: British
cabinet minister Michacl He-
seltine suffered a heart attack
during a private visit to
Venice, the ltalian ANSA rews
agency reported today, reports
Heuter,

The report, which did not
name its sources, sajd T-ade
and Industry Secre.ary
lleseltine was currently in the

cardiology unit of the cliy's
main hospital

The trﬂd!tlnnui Rﬂtha Jntra prnceaslnn nf the Iilndu
community was held at Tanti Bazar in the city yester:

day.

-~ Star photo

Rathajatra
begins

The week-long colourful

Rathajdtra f{chariot trip), a
Hindu religious festival, began
in the capital and clsewhere in
the country, reports BSS

Hundreds of devotees
pulled the chariot carrying
idols of Lord Jagannath, Subha
dra and Balaram. According to
Hindu belief, Lord Jagannath
paid a chariot trip to his
aunty's home on the second
day of waning moon in the
Bengall month of Ashar

Hundreds of Hindu devo-
tees thronged the Jashom-
adhab temple in Dhamrai, 40
kilometres from Dhaka to
celebrate the occasion. A
traditional rathamela was held
there on the occasfon.

In the capital traditional
Rathajatra began from
Rathkhola, the old part of the
city.

A report from Gazipur said a
week-long traditional Ratha
mela was Inaugurated there by
Staje Minister for Religious
Affairs Prof M A Mannan.

Handiérafts of different va-
rietics, toys made of canes and
bamboo, pottery items, dolls
and other attractive traditional
goods were on sale at the mela
(fair).

Spcaking on the occasion
the State Minister said that all
religious communities in
Bangladesh have been enjoying
full religious rights and privi:
leges in celebrating and per-
forming their religious rites In
pcace.

In Kushtia, Rathajatra began
yeslerday and a traditional
rathamcla marked the occa
slor.

Vienna declaration
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against human rights abuses
and have pressed for the ap-

pointment of a UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights.

However, Third World

countrics In Asia and else-
where have been less enthusi-
astic fecaring meddling in their
internal affairs.

Developing countries have
also argued that rights con-
cerns have to be weighed
against the need for political
stability and economic
progress.

Conlerence sources said the
working committee had
agreed Friday on paragraph
two of the final document
which stipulated that 'all hy-
man rights are universal, indi-
visible, and interdependent
and inter-related.’

On development rjghts, the

group approved paragraph six

in which the world conference

rcaffirms the right to devel-

oprment as established in the
declaration on the right to de-
velopment, as a universal and
inalicnable right.’

However, the document
adds that 'the lack of develop:
ment may not be invoked to
justify the abridgement ol in-
ternationally recognised hu-
man rights, states should co-

operate with each other in en-

suring development and elimi-
nating obstacles to develop-
ment.’

Malaysia's Foreign Minister
today said the world human
rights conference in Austria
would be a faflure it ignored
the aggression in Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

The border of the country
which is blatantly perpetrating
the worst of acts nst hu-
mankind is just about 200
kilomectres from Vienna (the
venue of the conferencee),
Bernam news agcney guoted
Abdullah Badawi as saying in
reference to Serbia.

Debate on budget
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majority of the population can
effectively create a domestic

' market and help improve the

- economiec situation of the

e s ——

| Judge's Court

country,” Menon observed.

Rahmat Ali, MP of the
Awami League (AL) criticised
the budgel for its disregard for
the peasant community., He
urged the government to' save
the country’s economy by sav-
ing the peasants who provide
44 percent of the nation's
GDP.

The AL MP observed that
the chambers of commerce
and industries had praised the
budget because it went in their
favour. But the {armers, labour-
ers and workers reflused to
laud it only because it did not
protect their 1interests,

Rahmat Ali felt.

Mizanur Rahman Manu of
the same party criticised the
government for its failure to
utilise the funds for annual de-
velopment programme in the
current fiscal. He said, the
government, in the name of
good governance, had put
hundreds of workers and
employees out of jobs.

Khurshid Jahan llaque of
th¢ BNP appreciated the
Finance Minister for increas-
ing revenue earning without
imposing [resh taxes.

. Hather, in some cases, du-
tics and taxes had been re-
duced,” the lady MP observed.

Shahidullah Khan of the
treasury bench said that the
budget came as a big reliefl be-
cause no new taxes had becn
imposced on the commonman.

Ashraf Hossain, a whip of
the BNP, maintained that thc
level of political consciousness
of the people played an impor-
tant role to make the govern-
ment plan out a budget for
their interests. The BNP whip
praised Finance Minister for
his food-for education pro-
gramme because °it would
help spread education among
the poor people and virtually
make them aware of their po-
litical and econstitutional
rights”.

Maulana Abdus Sobhan of
the Jamaat-e-Islami,
Bangladesh, commenting on
the budget provision [for
investing 33 per cent from
domestic resources in the
ADP, said reduction of
allocation in the industrial

sector would make the nation
bankrupt.

Parliament  session  was
sprcad over two  sitlings yes-
terday. The llouse was ad-
journed at 9-45 pm to resume
at 10 this murnlng

‘Beel Kuralia
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bought i1 from the owners.,
| In 1961, anolther 150 o
ple turned up o claim the land
and a bloady conllict ensued,
One peasant, Wadud, was
killed and many wore
wounded, forcing the local

adminisiration to scizc the
land and turn it khas.

During 1962 63, 14 cases
were filed by the local jotedars
claiming the land, all dis-

missed by the Pabna Sub:

After Independence, the
Jjotedars filed 17 fresh title
sufts which were again dis
misscd.

Mcanwhile, the Pabna DC
lcased oul the land to 408
prople;, known as the kabuliats
felatimants),

The local people of Beel
Koiinlee sald that only 350 of
the kabuliats paid-off the leis
money in the first year and

cultivaited the land for the next
36 years without paying taxes

Now, dilfcrent cases clatng
fng 228 acres oul of the total
1460 acres are sifll pending in
the court

The landless people of Deel
Kuralia this yearc have organ
iscd themselves and on
December 10 last occupled all
the khas land in an unprece
dented show of their might.

Justliflying their take-ovor
Lthe landless ol Deel Kuralia
satd that they had recovered
the government land from the
non-tax paying jotedars and a
scetion ol touls.

"ITn a way were helping the
government,” said onec leader
ol the peasants K M Ataur
Rahman Rana. "The landless
people are honest and they
want to pay-off the government
bills.”

Talking to The Daily Star,
senior revenue oflicials at
Pabria said that illegal oceu
panls have been cnjoying vast
arcas ol khas land in Pabna
dastrict  Jrom  down the
[lardinge HBridge uplo DBera
LFana

Fhe distriet administration
s gotngt for o permanent lease
of the khas land soon after
identilying the “real landless’
of Lhe district, thoy said

-

RU Shamsuzzoha
Hall's Provost
office ransacked

RAJSHAHI, June 21:
Residents of Shaheed Shams-
uzzoha Hall of Rajshahi

University today stormed and
ransacked its Provost office
and 20 other rooms hours af-
ter the deadline given by the
students for completing re-
construction of the dormitory
was over, reports UNB.

The rampaging students al-
legedly forced Provost Prof
Habibur Rahman out of his of-
fice. However, he was unhurt.

Eliadah's trial
ends: Judgement
on July 5

A tribunal court yestcrday
concluded the trial of the
Amcrican teenager, Elladah
McCord, charged with tralfick-
ing heroin, reports UNB.

The court fixed July 8§ for
delivery of judgement in the
sensational drug case,

The 19-year-old American
girl was arrested at the Zia
[nternational Airport allegedly
with 3 kg heroin worth an es-
timated Tk 3 crore on
February 25 last year before

flying for London in a British
Airways [light.

Two co-accused in the drug
trafficking case are Robert
Blackson ‘and Gudi Oken

Chokua. They are Nigérian na-
tionals.

McCord was charged under
Section 19 (1) of the Narcotics
Control Act 1990 which pro-
vides death penalty as the
maximum punishment. Pro-
seculion examined 28 wit-
nesses in the case,

Probe report on
toxic fertilizers
submitted

LGRD and Co-Operatives
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder said yesterday the
commillce constituted to in-
vesligale into the import of
tokic fertilizers has submitied
its rcport to the government,
reports BSS,

Replying to Mirza Azam (AL-
Jamalpur] in the Jatiya
Sangsad the minister said the

| commilice in {ts report held

the exporting firms and per-
sons and organisations of the
United Stales of America in-
volved In mixing poisonous
wasles with fertilizers respon-
sible for it.

Hasina
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Bangladesh markets, threaten-
ing the local industries.

Criticising the national bud-
get for 1993-94, Hasina sald
the BNP governmemnd failed to
come up with proper direc-
tives to remove poverty and
solve unemployment problem
by developing human re-
sources and ensuring educa
tion. It also lacked steps to en-
sure medicare and shelter lor
the poor.

[lasina called on the expa-
iriate Bangladeshis to raise
their protest against the mis.
rule of BNP government,

The Netherlands AL
President Begum Shelly Zaman
presided over the meeling
which was addressed, among
pthers, Anll Das Gupta,
Anwarul Kabir, Rahman Kabir
of Awami League and Dr Yusul
Ahmad of Coordination
Counctl.
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ECslnnmjtonBosniabegins’

COPENHAGEN, June 21 Eurcpean Community leaders be-
gan two days of summit Lalks today with peace eflorts in

Bosnia-Herze

govina and economic recession at the top nf

Lheir agenda. As they arrived at the conference centre on the

outskirts of

Copenhagen, the leaders were greeted by a small

group of Muslim demonstrators with a banner declaring "the

blood of Bosnia is on your hands”

The meeting began with a

speech by the president of the European Parliament, Egon
Klepsch, followed by a presentation by European Commission
President Jacques Delors on the state of the EC economy, re-

ports Reuter.

Azerbaijani parliament session
opens without president

MOSCOW, June 21:

An emergency session of the

AZerbatjani parliament opened here today without President
Albufaz Elchibey, whose resignation armed rebels have de-

manded,

Interfax news agency said. The meeting o

amid reports that troops supporting rebel leader Surat
Guseinov had already entered the capital. The parliament will
atternpt to set up a ‘state council’ which will strip Eichibey of

his main powecrs, the agency said, reports AFP, ;

G-7 will set up $ 500m fund to
privatise Russian industry

TOKYO, June 2]

The world's seven ieading industrial

countries (G-7) have agreed to set up a 500 milllon dollar
fund to help privatise Rossian indusiry, the Kyodo News
Agency said today. The agreement was reached late last week
in New York at a meeting of deputy finance ministers of the
Seven — the United States, Japan, Germany, France, Great
Britain, Italy and Canada. It will be annocunced at the annual G-
7 heads of state summit In Tokyo July 79, Kyodo said citing
Japanese government sources, reports AFP

Dr Mohib made
VC of Shahjalal
University

President and chancellor of
the universities Abdur Rahman
iswas yesterday appointed Dr
Syed Mohib Uddin Ahmed
Vice-Chancellor of Shahjalal
Science and Technology
University for four years, re-
ports BSS.

Dr Mohib will enjoy Lhe ex-
isting financial and other [acil-

ttics under the Untversity Act
of 1987.

MYV Tony Best

salvaged

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Junc 21: After 72
days of rigorous allempts MV
Tony Best was salvaged this
morning and was being towed
towards the Mongla Port.

The Liberian registered
vessel with 25 crew on board,
ran aground with 11000 MT of
cement for Mongla Port some
70 miles cast of the Hiron

i Point [airway DBeacon and 25

/| miles south
| Patuakhali in the Bay of Bengal .
; on April 10 last,
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Khurshid Jahan
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criminaiely uses cars of the
district administration, x:h
nu, who represents another
Dinajpur seat, alleged.

“Your time i{s over,” said

' Deputy Speaker Humayun

Khan Panni at this stage and
asked the member to take
his seat. Opposition members
spoke out against what they
called interference and re-
quested the chalr to allow
Manu to speak.

Meanwhile, taking the
floor, Khurshid Jahan shru-
gged off the charges and said
‘all this is untrue’.

Backed up by his opposi-
tion colleagues, Manu called
upon the Speaker to form a
parliamentary committee to
probe his allegations. .

Deputy Leader of the
House Prof AQM Badruddozza
Chowdhury rose to say "Th-
ere's no need to form a par-
Hamentary committee”™ and
called upon the chair to look
into the charges.

Awami League member
Tofael Ahmed also took the
floor to justify Manu's pro-
posal for a parliamentary bo-
dy. This_ was needed to look

' in to the allegation, Tofael

7aki: SAARC
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meeling in connection with
the South Asian Development
Fund had taken place recently
in the Maldives,

Zaki said there would be lol

| of SAARC activities under thc

L m—— -

Integrated Programme of Ac-
tions (IPA) during the current
year in addition to expert
mectings on different subjects.

Turning to South Asian Pre
ferential Trading Arrangement
[SAPTA), the SAARC Secretary

| General said a lot of discu-

ssions would take place on

details of the SAPTA among .

the member nations.

[nitially, he said, there were
criticisms about the SAPTA
and many had doubted whe-
ther an agreement could be
signed on this at the summit.

But, Zaki said, signing ol
the agreement belied such
doublts

e said very soon SAARC
would sign an agreement with
Japan for assistance [rom that

C country for SAARC progra
' mmes. Initial financial involve
menl will be three lakh US

_ dallar

F'he SAARC Secrctary Ge

| neral 1s expected to call on

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia today

Among others. Q M A
Rahim [Mrector General
[SAARC), and Alimul Huq. [H

rector [SAARC) ol the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs were present
Al th alrport to e etve Zaki

[njunction on BSP
office-bearers
stayed

The High Court Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
stayed an order of ad-interim
injunction passed on June 13
by the [strict Judge of Dhaka
against 14 office-bearers of
Hangladesh Sangbadpatra
Marishad (BSP), reports UNB.

The plaintiff — Chowdhury
Mohammad Faruq and others
— had filed a suit in the
Assistant Judge's Court, Dhaka
against Kazi Shahed Ahmed
and others praying for injunc-
tion on their activities in the
name of BSP. But the court had

rejected the prayer.

The dcﬁ:nd.nntl of the suit
were: Kazi Shahed Ahmed,
Mizanur Rahman Mizan, Abdul
Malek, Enayetullah Khan,
Liaquet Ali, Anwarul Islam,
Ahmedul Kabir, Fazlul Karim
Salim, Z Anam Khan, Anwarul
Islam Bobby, Mahfuz Anam,
Alhaj Magbul Hossain, Saber
[lossain Chowdhury and
Barrister Moinul Hosein. .

The plaintiflf then flled a
miscellaneous appeal case in
the District Judge's Court
which allowed their prayer on
June 13 and passed the ad-in-
terim injunction order,

The defendants — Kazi
Shahed Ahmed and others —
liled a revision petition before
the High Court Division on
June 20.

Alter hearing the petition,
the court of Justice Kazi
Shafiuddin issued a rule and
stayed the order of ad-interim
IT‘I]I_IT'tLli:tJﬂ

High Court
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Thert should be a clear rul-
ing from the chair in accor-
dance with Article 78, he de-
manded.

“| would not like to invite
any discussion since the court
has recalled fts rule.,” the
Speaker concluded.

Tofael Ahmed and Moudud
Ahmed supported his ruling.

The court order had been
issued in respect of a con-
tempt of court petition filed by
one Cyril Sikder, a member of
the Supreme Court Bar
Assoclation, and fixed July 11
for the next hearing. The date
of hearing remains unchanged,
court sources said

The contempt case relates
to the alleged murder charge
against AL MP Akhtaruzzaman
Chowdhury Babu, who was ear-
liter on bail and the
[nformation Minisier, during
his spvech in Parliament May
11, had reportedly questioned
the bonafide of Babu's bail or-
der,

The Information Minister
had reportedly remarked:
"Moncy speaks; everything is
possible with money.”
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other LDP rebel a year ago.

But he said it would. not
support the dissident faction
led by Hata who plans to an-
nounce the formation of an-
other new party Wednesday,
bringing together 35 LDP
members of the lower house
and nine from the upper
house.

flata is being groomed for
the post of prime minister and
his faction already seems (o
have the support of the biggest
opposition group, the Social
[Ddemocratic Party, Analysts are
now seriously considering the
increasing chance of the LDP
losing its uninterrupted 38
year grip on power.

‘We will support the candi-
date that reformists can back
unanimously,” chairman
Sadao Yamahana declared to-
dary

Hirolaka Akamatsu, the
parly's secretary general, had
already mooted the idea of an
opposition coalition on Sunday,
saying that his party had no
plans to try and grab the "the

most important posts” in such
A government



