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Struggle with a Difference

Harun-or-Rashid is not the legendary caliph
of Baghdad. The great caliph’'s namesake is a
uller whd lives in one of the slhums ol

rickshawp
Rayerbazar of the city.
A student of class XII,

ftve members
shawpuller.

by his mea

maid-servant. llis
father had been suf
fering from asthma
for a long period
before he died in
February, 1993.

Like most of the
children of slums in
Bangladesh Harun's
struggle for life
started when he was
only cight years old.
He started chipping |
bricks to assist his |
mother. At about the
same time worked
for a period of about
three years as a bea-
rer for 'East Bengal
Sporting Club,"” His
duty was to serve tea
and carry out club
members' orders,
He had Lo work the-
re till dead of night.

In 1991 when his
family demanded
more money, he quit
the job and decided
to ply rickshaw. Fr-
om then on, he has™
been continuing this
strenuous job for su-

commerce,
young fellow full of vigour has been plying rick-
shaw in the strects of Dhaka since he was a
student of class X. Harun shoulders a family of
ger income as a rick-
His widow mother of 35, adds
some additional financial fucl to the familv as a

by Nikesh Das

nation fees. books, cxcreise books unilorms ete
since the was a student of class cight.
Harun plies rickshaw in the morning shifl.

At first he easily gol tired. But now he can en-

this

pporting his family.
Harun and his fa-

mily live In a tiny (9X9 sq feet] shack.
pays Tk 450 (US$11.25) for the shelter
gas and running water,
one kilchen and latrinc with seven other

without

familics.

In his struggle for siudy and survival lhf:
World Vision, an international voluntary
manitarian organisation, has helped him. The
World Vision's sponsorship programme has
been providing Harun with tuition [ees, exami

Lt Col Karim's
family to get
$20,000 from UN

The United Nations will give
20,000 US doliar as compensa-
tion to the family of Lt Col
Mohammad Fatzul Karim of
Bangladesh Army killed during
UN peacekeeping efforts in

Namibia on April 3, 1989, re-
ports UNB. |
This was stated by

Communications Minister Col
(retd) O Ahmed, who s also
in-charge of the Defence
Ministry in parliament, replying
to Abdul Awal Mia of Awami
League yesterday.

Lt Col Karim's family will also
receive a lumpsum grant ol Tk
3 lakh from the Defence Family
Security Project, Tk 17,500
from Sena lyan Fund, Tk
41,350 from DSOP Fund, Tk
40,800 as earned leave and a
monthly allowance of Tk 5,362.

Harun plying rickshaw

dure longer than belorc.
rickshawpuller is not a happy anc,
sengers are famous for rough behaviours with
the likes of him. Some refuse to pay the right
fares; rather rickshawpullers hate to digest
blows from the passengors.

In reply to the question:

[lis experience as a
Some pas-

“Tow, does he feel
when he gets stu-

dent passengers ol
his samc age gro-
up?” crest-fallen Har-
un rcplics with ap-
parent reluctance, 'l
feel very very de-
pressed.” Then |
simply don’t wish to
carry on with the job
any more,” he add-
cd. But very quickly
he controls his emo-
tion. e knows most
of them are born
with a silver spoon
in their mouths, so
it 1s unwisc to com-
parc himac![ with
them.,

llowever most of
the time Harun do
not bother about the
bchaviour or age of
his passcngcors,
Currently, he has no
other alternative
than to plying rick-
shaw’to support his
[amily. On the other
hand, he has lcarnt
lo attach value to his
work keeping in

He

ey share

— Photo: Ajit Baroi

his job more prestigious than indulging in

thievery or any other corrupt livelihoed..
lHarun, however, cherishes the hope

ge his present plight. Aller passing the Higher

mind the dignity of
labour. He consideprs

to chan-

Secondary: School Certilicate Examination, he

hu- de

wishes to pursuc the Bachelor of Commerce
gree. And then, hopclully try for a good job.
Harun's is a struggle with a difference and there is
no reason why he will nok emerge victorious in
the struggic and reach his cherished goal.

SOS Children's Village
Day '93 observed

Jatiya Sangsad Spcaker
Shaikh Ali said that
the blood donation programme
is a noble apd ¢ tional so-
¢ial service sirice b is di-
rectly necessary for saving
human life, reports BSS.

He was specaking as chicl
guest at a ceremony in obscr-
vance of International SOS
Children’'s Village Day-93 ycs-
terday at Shamoli SOS
Children's Village here. The
function was organised by SOS
Children Village in collabora-
tion with DBangladesh Red
Crescent Socicty. Shatkh
Neamot Ali director of SOS
Children's Village also spoke
on the occasion.

Spcaker Razrzaque Al said
that the government alone
cannot solve all the multifart-

e - S = = -

ous problems of the country.
He urged the private organisa-
tions to help in solving the
varfous problems of the socf

Highlighting the role of var-
fous social organisations he
said that the programmes of
social organisations like SOS
should be disseminated in ru-
ral arcas.

Puja samity
formed in NY

A 7]1-member Bangladesh
Puja Samity has been formed in
New York with Nabernidu Bikash
Dutta and Didyut Chandra Das as
president and general sccre-
tary, according to a message re-
ceived here yesterday, reports
BSS:

Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul Commitiee procession in the cigy yesterday dem.anding execution of
the verdict of 'People’s Court on Golam Azam.
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Brunei envoy
makes farewell
call on Biswas

The outgoing High Comm-
issioner of Brunei Darussalam,
Penfiran Setia Raja Pengiran
Hajl Joya Bin Pengiran laji
Rajid, made a farewell call on
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at Bangabhaban yester-
day, reports BSS.

During the discussion Pre-
sident Biswas appreciated the
contribution of the Iligh
Commissioner towards stren-
gthening the bilateral re-
lations between the two broth-
erly Muslim countries.

President Biswas said that
a large number of Bangladeshi
doctors, engineers, .teachers
and skilled workers had been
working in Brunei with utmost
sincerity and hoped
Bruneif government would rc¢-

cruit more Bangladeshis in
future.
He conveyed his good

wishes for health and happi-
ness of Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkhia and continued pcace,
progress and prosperity of the

pecople of the DBrunci
Darussalam.

DU Club

executives

By Staff Correspondent

Professor M Mostafla Chow-
dhury of the Political Sciences
Department and Dr M Sirajul
Islam of the department of
Management were elected the
President and General Secr-
etary respectively of the Dhaka
University (DU) Club for 1993-
04,

Election to the executive
commitice of the club was held
Sunday, said a press rclecase.

The other office-bearcrs of
the executive commitlee arc;
Vice Presidents — Profl M
Shahiduzzaman and M Selim,
Teasurer — A K M Ruhul Amin
Akand, Joinlt Secrctarics —
Sharifl Akhteruzzaman and
Subrata Kumar Aditya, and
Members — Dr M Mozammel
Huq, Dr A K M Serajul Islam
Khan, Dr M Hossain Mansur,

Momtaz Uddin Ahmed, Syed |

Abul Kalam ' Azad, Dr M

Shahjahan Mia, A K M Mahbubul
Alam, A N M Sayedul Huq Khan,
Prof Syed Abdul Ahad and
Borhan Uddin.

5:10 News in Bangla

5:20 Recitation from the
Geeta

5:25 Eso Para Sikhi: Mass
Education

5:50 TV Debate

6:30 Open University

7:25 Sangeeta: Modern Songs

8:00 News in Bangla

B:30 Drama Serial: Janm-
abhumi (]st )

10;:00 News in English '

10:30 Film: ENG

11:30 Khabar/The News

11:45 i

Metropolitan

L

Emlnent iaw}'er and fnunder-cnnvanur of the Jntlyat.abadl Ainjibi Fﬂrum Justice T H Khan
speaking at a seminar on "Rights of Parliament and Freedom of the Press” organised by
Mukto Forum at the National Press Club yesterday. (Sitting from right): Mozammel Hug

Press Secretary to the Prime Minister, Towhidul Anwar, DG, PIB and Prof Emajuddm

Ahmed, VC, Dhaka Un*.l*l.r'ur;‘.rmi:;',lr
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Tk 120.43 cr
CCC budget
presented

CHITTAGONG, June 21;
City Mayor Mir Mohammad
Nasiruddin today presented a
balanccd budget of Taka
120,43,85,976 of the Chitta-
gong City Corporation for the
fiscal 1993-94, reports BSS.

Presenting the budget in
the packed confercnce room
of the corporation, the Mayor
said there was no proposdl for
imposition of any new tax for
the cily people.

In the budget the revenue
income is estimated at Taka
46,.87.30,000 and World Bank
grant for environment devel-
opment is estimated at Taka
23 crore in the fiscal.
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MPs urged to be aware

Speakers at a seminar yes-
terday urged the members of
parliament to lay more impor-
tance on their responsibilities
than their privileges or rights
to help consolidate democratic
institutions, reports BSS.

They were addressing a
scminar on "rights of parlia-
ment and freedom of the
prcss,” organfsed by Mukto
Forum at the Jatiya Press Club,

Presided over by Prof
Emazuddin Ahmed, Vice
Chancellor of Dhaka Univers-
ity, the seminar was addressed
among others by Justice T H
Khan, convener of Jatiyatabadi
Ayenjibi Forum, Mr Mozammel
Ilug, Press Secretary lo the
Prime Minister, Prof Tauhidul
Anwar, Director General Press
Institute of Bangladesh (PIB),
Sajjad Kadir and Marul Kamal

Salahuddin gets'”
PM's Best °
Teacher Medal

Alhaj Moulana Md Salah-
uddin, Profcssor, Madrasa-v-
Alia, has been awarded Prime
Minister's Best Teacher Gold
Medal in a ceremony Junc 9,
says a press releasc.

He is a First class First Ka
mil from the Madrasah DBoard
and First class First [from
Dhaka University and Mcdina
University.

Md Salahuddin is the son of
Haji Abdul Mohit ol Bandar

NELravangan,)

Asmtlc Secnety of Bangladesh
The seventeenth monthly general meeting of the Asiatic
Socicty of Bangladesh for '92-'93 will be held today (Tuesday)

at 4:30 pm in the seminar room of the society at 5, Old
Sceretarial Road, Nimtali, Dhaka.

Marketing Management through Games

A special programme on Marketing Management through

Gamos will be held today

their own pru miscs,

|I.t.l'-""lr.|-|'!}"_l at 930 am |UI“ lhf
Markcting Exceutives ol the PARTEX Group
Scna Kalyan Bhaban.

of Industrics at
Aziz Al-Kaiscr,

Deputy Managing Director, PARTEX Group will inaugusate the

programmec

Shilpakala Academy Council meet
The 491th meeting of the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy

Counctl will be held today (Tuesday) at 11 am at the academy
conference room

The meeting will discuss the issues relating to the
stoppage of the consiruction work of the modern auditorium
and the revised budget of the academy
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Temperature may rise

By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast for the next 24 hours commencing 6 am
today (Tuesday] says rain or showcor accompanied by tempo-

rary gusty wind is likely to occour

al a few places over

Chittagong and Barisal divisions and at one or two places over

Dhaka, Khulna and Rajs

hahi divisions

The met office forecasts day temperalure is likely o rise
by one to two degree Celsfus over the country

The country s highest lemperature ol 33.5

was recorded in Dogra and

degree Celsius

the lowest of 24 degrec was

recorded In Rangamat! yosterday

The rainfall recorded during day timce yesterday were:
Cox's Bazar 60mm. Tcknal 26 mm. Bogra 19mm, Salkhira
15mm. Chittagong 13mm and Matidicourt 10mm

The sun scts today (Tucesday] al 649 pm and rises lomorrow
(Wednesday) at 5 12 am

The maxtimum and the mintmum empcrature and humid
ity recorded in some of the major citics and towns ol the
country yesterday wion
Cities/Towns Fempe rature in Humidity In

Colstus [Dogrnee Percentlage

Maix Min Ham Bpm
[Yhaka 125 270 B3 74
Chitiagong 280 153 90
Rajshaht 33.0 24 5 90 78
Khuina 12 6 26.6 85
Hearisal ) 4 270 K4 92
Cox s Hazan 266 250 OK
Sy Thet 3.5 T2
Innagpur §.3.0 26 0 Hole 74

of respons1b1]1t1es

ts, and advocate
!vhhammndstmhja.lmn
Prof Emazuddin Ahmed said
WE Wwere more concerned
about our rights or privileges

than responsibilities. He said |

the matter of rights or privi-
leges would not get more
promincnce than responsibil-
ity if the pariamentary culture
was practised.

Justice T H Khan said there
were no specific privileges and
rights of parlfament members.

Mozammel Huq said par-
llament might turn autocratic
if freedom of the press and
fundamental rights were nol
guaranteed.

In an oblique reference to
the 1974 parliament said
democracy might be jeopar-
dised if freedom of the press
and fundamental rights were
not ¢nsured.
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