William Golding
passes away

LONDON, June 20: Nobel
prize-winning author Sir
Willlam Golding, who “wrote
"Lord of the Flics,” died at the
age of 81, police said Saturday,
reports AFP.

It is thought he died from a
heart attack at his homc in
Falmouth, Comwall, southwest
England. .

Golding won the Nobel
prize for literature in 1983
and five years later he was
knighted by Queen Elizabeth
11

He was most famous for his
novel '‘Lord of the Flies" pub-
lished in 1954, now consid-
ercd onc of the classics of
English literature. The story
was — about a group ol chil-
dren marooned on an island
who descend towards cruelty
and chaos — twice turned into
a fil

Apart from "Lord of the
Flies”. his best-known novels
are Pincher Martin®, describ-
ing the last moments of a
drowning sailor, and "Rites of
Passage”™ which in 1980 won
Britain's premier literary
award, the BDooker Prize.

"Rites ol Passage” describes
a voyage to Australia in the
19th century, showing how a
pompous cleric becomes in-
volved in a sexual scandal and
dies of shame.

In 1987 Golding completed
a sequcl to "Rites ol Passage”
called "Close Quarters”. A third
novel "Fire down Below" [in-
ished the series in 1989.

Golding was born in
Cornwall on September 19,
1911.

He was educated at the
Marlborough Grammar School;
where his father taught, and at
the Oxford University. He then
moved to London and took up
teaching, while acting in and
directing amateur plays.

lle served in the navy dur-
ing World War Two command-
ing a rocket-firing ship and
taking part in the 1944
Normandy landings. At the end
of the war he took up teaching
again.

lle dicd Saturday at his
homie in Falmouth after having
taken part in a reccption in his
honour on Friday evening.

Matthvw Evans, president
of publishurs Faber and Faber,
saicd: 1le was found dead in the
morming, probably from a heart
allack.”

Sircar
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comments. )

Spcaker Shaikh Razzak Al
announced that the word
should be expunged from the
proceedings. The opposition
members were calmed after
rcpealed appeals from the
chair.

A similar situation was
crcated last week when #Ho-
me Minister Abdul Matin Ch-
owdhury dubbed former Pre-

sident Hussain Mohammad
Ershad a “thief.”

Munir
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Judge had also passed Lhe
death sentence on Munir's
middle-aged paramour liosne
Ara Khuku for abetting the
murder. However, on appcal
Khuku won acquittal from the
Supreme Court.

Munir, 34, is the youngcr of
the two sons and onc daughtcr
of gynaccologist Mehcrunncsa
and her physician husband M A
Kascim.,

Munir, who
debonair life-style, had mar-
ried Rima only a few months
before the crime war commit-
ted. lle was accuscd of infi-
delity and unfaithfulness to-
wards his wilc during the trial
procecdings. Among the many
of his female companions,
Hosnc Ara Khuku was reported
to be his constant lover. :

Munir owned a garmenls
factory and was rcported to be
guite wealthy.

The accused was defended
by senior advocate Abdul Malek
and Barrister Rafiqul Hugq.

The State was represented
by Attorncy General Aminul
Huq, Deputy Attorney Gencral
Amirul Kabir Chowdhury und
Assislant Altorney Gencral
sharihaddin Chakladcr.

—— o

had lived a-

WHO predicts AIDS

pandemic in Asia

By Nazmul Ashraf, back from Berlin

Lack of effective prevention
of the alarming growth of 11V
infections will result in the
world's worst AIDS pandcemic
in Asla. warns the World
lealth isation (WHO).

The has described the

 HIV/AIDS epidemic in this re-
gion, especially South and
Southeast Asia, as "explosive”,
saying the HIV infection which
causes AIDS, is increasing here
cxactly the way it did in Africa
— the hardest-hit in the world
— 10 years ago.

According to the WHO in-
formation, made avaflable dur-
ing the recently-held Ninth
International Conference on

AIDS in Berlin, %
were hardly any HIV

in Asia six years ago and today
there are major epidemics in
countries like Thailand, India
and :

The WHO estimates that
over 1.5 millilon HIV infections
have occurred in adults in Asia
(mostly in Thailand and India).
It predicts that by the end of
this century, over one million
adults will become infected in
Asia and the Pacific each year.
If the countries of the region
do not take decistve action,
they could surpass Africa in
new HIV infections as early as
the mid- 1990s.

The WHO says that effective
HIV prevention in developing
countries could reduce the
number of new adult HIV in-
fections during the rest of the
decade 9.6 millon — over
four million fewer in Asia,
more than four million less in
Africa and a reduction of about
one million in Latin America.

Director of the WHO's
Global Programme on AIDS
(GPA), Dr Michael Merson told
the conference that such a re-
duction in new infections
could be achieved if all devel-
oping countries implemented
a basic prevention package
which should include the
promotion and distribution of
condoms, the treatment of
conventional STDs (Sexually
Transmitted Diseases) becausc
of their role in facilitating HIV
transmission, AIDS education
in schools and through the
mass media, promeotion of
condom use by the prostitutes
and their clients, and mainte-
nance of safe blood supply and
needle exchange programmes
for injecting drug users. But
the best mix of interventions
must be chosen adapted for lo-
cal context, and adjusted to lo-
cal constraints, such as soci-

The WHO has calculated
that comprehensive preven-

tion in the developing world
would cost between [.5 and
2.9 billion dollar a year. The
WHO calculates that investing
this amount from now o the
year 2000 would save close to
90 billion dollar in direct and
indirect costs from AIDS by
the turn of the century. The
main impact of prevention will
be seen mcer well into the 21st
century — both in financial
terms and in the incalculable
yield of diminished human suf-
ferings, the WHO believes.

Dr Merson, who is sched-
uled to visit Dhaka from July 6
next, informed the conlerence
that the WHO would take up an
annual investment of 2.5 bil-
lion dollar to combat the pan-
demic in the developing na-
tions.

During his stay in Dhaka, Dr
Merson will have dialogue with
the government leaders on the
prevengjion of HIV infection,
The GPA Director is expected
to call upon the top politicians,
economic officials and indus-
trialists to invest now in AIDS

prevention. He is also likely to
urge the industrialisis to join
government and international
agencies in a team elfort
against the discase.

A GPA estimate says thal
since the start of the pan-
demic a decade ago, at leas!
six million young pc;rk abdul
half of the estimated total 13
million HIV infections world-
wide, have been infected
through unprotected inter:
course or needle-sharing. And
there §s enormous potential for
further spread among youth,

ularly since 800 million
ve in developing countrics,
where the pandemic is ex-
panding the fastest.

Thére has been a worldwide
drop in median age at first in-
tercourse, says the WHO. In
many parts ol the world, half of
all young ple have had in-
tercourse the age of 15 or
16 and millions of youngsters
are already sexually active at
12 or 13.

Young girls are especially

vulnerable to STDs, including {

HIV infection. They tend to
or have intercoursc with
older men who have had morc

sexual exposure. As the recep- |

tive partner, females run
greater risk to begin with and
this risk is magnified in teen-
age girls because their imma-
turc cervix and limited vaginal
sccretions put up less of a
barrier. To make things worse,
sometimes young girls arc
physically forced at first inter-
course, resulting in genital
trauma.

The WIHIO projection shows
that presently there are one
million infected adults in
South Asia, mostly ' India.
Studies of HIV prevalence in
female sex workers point to a
sharply rising trend in at least
two cities of India.

A study among STD paticnts
in Pune, West India. found an
HIV prevalence of almost 9 per
cent in 1991 and 17 per cent
in 1992, As of March 1992,
HIV prevalence among blood
donors ranged from O-1 per
cent to 1.8 per cent in four
cities of northern, northeast-
ern, southern and western
Ind®h.

There has been a stecp risc
in infection among drug injec-
tors in Myanmar, Thailand and
north-east India. In just 3-4
years, prevalence has riscn
from zero (o 50 pre cent
These infections, acquirced
through necdle-sharing, arc in
turn fuelling heterosexual
transmission among adulls
who do not wuse drugs.
Infection through unproiceied
mitcercourse in the dominant
route of transmission through-
oul the regiod,  reports the
WHIO.

Impostor held
By Staff Correspondent

Police "arrested one Abul
Bashar from the Sonali Bank
head oflice in the cily yestor-
day for impersonating as a
protocol officer to the Prime
Minister.

According 1to sources,
Bashar introducing himself as
one Mahmud Reza, phoned the

. General Manager of Sonali

Bank two days ago and re-
quested for a car.

The bank official, on suspi-
cion, inquired with the PM's
'secretariat and learnt that
there was no such protocol ol-
ficer.

When Bashar came to thce
Sonali Bank at about 2 in the
aflernoon yesterday to pick the

car he was promptly arrested
by the police.
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scelor, so the question of fresh
allocations automatically does
nol arisc.

Mcnon said that the pri-
miary schools were given un-
cqual grants. It costs Tk
40,000 to 50,000 to get the
job of a primary school
teacher. The recruitment
systiem of the teachers was
changed without consulting
the MP’s, he claimed.

He said the corruption in
the sector must be checked,

Sudhangshu Shckhar
Haldcr of the Awami League
also alleged widespread cor-
ruption in the sector and de-
manded the constitution of a

public enquiry committee to
probe all the allegations.

He said that the minister's
approval was turned down by
even an upper division clerk
and recalled his personal bit-
ter experience with a former
Director General (Education).

Education Minister
| Jamiruddin Sircar refuted the
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Supplementaiy budget_

vharges and urged the opposi-

tion critics to specify the
charges for action.
On the demand for more

than 130 crore taka to sup-
Eliumr:nl the defence budget,
cnon said the members of
Marliament must be informed
about the dcfence expendi-
ture. e said that in India and
in the USA defence expendi-
ture was disclosed to the leg-
islators in a pink book. On the
same {ssue Abul Ilasan
Chowdhury of the AL also de-
manded discussion on scctor-
wise dclence expenditure.

In reply to the two opposi-
tion MPs, the Finance Minister
on bchall of Major General
(IRetd) M Majidul Thug, who is
in charge of defence affairs In
Parliament, said Lthat the sup-
plementary allocalion was
needed to cover the enhanced
salarfes of the army and to
construct houses for them.
The minister said that there
was no development budget for
the defence and all the ex-

penses were met from the
revenue budget.
The opposition members

also opposcd the addilional al-
location for the Bureau of Anti-
Corruption saying the bureau
itsell was siceped in corrup-
tion. Without refprming the
bureau most of the allocation
would be misused, they felt.

The House resumes at 10
this moming.

k
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Poet H;L.-:um Sufia Kamal being presented a bouquet by
child at a reception accorded
Children's Auditorium 1In city
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drama artiste Lucky Enam and a

the poet on her 83rd birthday at the National Museum

Sufia Kamal feted on
her 83rd birthday

By Staff Correspondent

Poet Sufia Kamal who tur
ned 83 ‘yesterday says she is
ashamed to have lived for such
a long time.

“l feel 1 am blocking some-
onc's way from getting into the
limelight,” she said while
speaking at a birthday recep-
tion accorded to her at the
National Museum Children's
Auditorium Sunday afternoon.

lHlundreds of children and
members of varfous women's
organisation paid respects to
the ageing poet with garlands
and bouquets at the function
arranged by the Bangladesh
Mahila Parishad (BMP).

Presided over by the presi-
dent of BMP Salina Khaled, the
programme was also attended
by poet Shamsur Rahman, Nur-
unnithar Faizunnessa, Jahanara
[mam, N an Murshid, Zin-
at Ara Bhuiyan, Hamida Rah-
man and others.

The women, children, art-
istes, social workers and new-
smcn packed in the audi-
torium gave the poet a stand-,
ing ovation when she entcred
the hall at 4:45 pm.

Begum Sufia Kamal was
born in the Shaestabad Zamin-
dar Bari at Barisal on this day
in 1910.

Meanwhile BSS adds:
[Recalling the contributions of
poet Sufia Kamal over the
ycars, speakers at the recep-
tion termed her as a living
conscicnce of the nation. At
this advanced age she is 'still
playing a pionecring role for
the progress and welfare of the
socicty which is a unique ex-
ample for all, they said.

In response to the tributes,
Begum Sufia Kamal urged all to
work for humanity discarding
all narrowness, bigotry, igno-
rance and disparity.

- "Throughout my long life |
was blessed with the love and
good wishes of numerbus peo-
ple. Their feelings for me will
be a meaningful if they dis-
tribute their selfless love for
the distressed humanity and

cngage themselves for Lhe
progress of the sociely,” she
said

Referring lo women's de-
velopment in the country she

~ pald her tribute to Begum

Rokcya Sakhawat who had
played the pioneering role for

the improvement of the lot ol
the DBengalee wornien Moot

Sulia Kamai also recalled the
contributions ol Sawgat cditor
Muhammad Nasiruddin for his
all out cooperation in uplilting
the women of the nation.

She urged the country's
womens organisations to pult in
their cflforts for building up a
competent and worthy future
gencration along with their ¢f-
forts for women's develop
ment.

Speaking on the occasion,
poet Shamsur Rahman said
Sufia Kamal appeared in the
national life as a poet who got
the blessings of Rabindranath
Tagore and Kazi Nazrul Islam,
but she has obtained a pernmna-
nent place in the minds ol
pcople irrespective of gender
age and religion for her love
for the human being. She has
endeared the nation with her
motherly affection, he said. |

Begum Jahanara Imam and
the editor of weekly Begum'
Nurjahan Begum were among
those who oflercd garlands Lo
Sufia Kamal yesterday. Dr
Selim Jahangir, author of the
biography 'Sufila Kamal" pub-
lished to mark the birthday of
the poet, presented her a*copy
of the book.

The organisations which
paid homage to the octogenar-
ian poet included different
units of the Mahila Parishad,
the Bangladesh Mahila Samity,
the Bangladesh Mahila Sang-
sad. the Kanchi Kanchar Mela,
Khelaghor Ashor, Lekhika
Sangha, Federation of Univer-
sity Women, Oikkyabaddha
Nari Samaj, Nari Pakkha,
National Blinds Welfare Asso-
ciation, Narimukti Sangsad,
Ubinig, and Prajanma’ '71.

~ Star photo

Flood situation

From Page 1 Col 7
ministration.

The sources said reports of

-outbrcak of diarrhoea and

other water-borne disecasecs
were pouring in from different
thanas. Two persons were ki-
lled and many others were also
attacked.

The inter-district road lin-
ks also rcmained snapped as
mosl parts of roads were sub-
merged by flood water. The
situation in Bianibazar thana
has also aggravated and the

road link of the thana with
district headquarters re-
mained suspended.

Sunamgonj district admin-
istration sources told 3SS that
almost all the ten thanas of the
district were alffected by [resh
flood walers yesterday as the
Surma was flowing much above
the danger level.

The flood situation .in
Habiganj also further deterio-
rated with the rise ol walter
level in the Khowal and flood
walers entered many parts of
the district through breaches
in diffcrent embankments
cauged by the flash flood only a
WO K

The MNood situation in
Maulvibazar district, according
to confral room sources, also

worsened as the river Manu -

recorded further rise.

The sources said that six
thanas of the district had been
affected, of which two were
worst-hit. These are Balaganj
and Kulaura thanas.

Chittagong

Our Chittagong Correspo-
ndent adds: The {lood situation
in most of the affected areas
here remained wunchanged
yesterday due to onrush of rain
walers from hilly areas coupled
with fresh rainfall in the
morning.

The worst affected arcas in
Chittagong district included
Anwara, Banshkali, Sandwip,
Satkania, Hathazari, Raozan
and Fatikchari, according to an

-waler.

administration source.

The flood, triggered by in-
cessant rainfall for the last
thre¢ days, damaged about
1000 kutcha houses, roads,
culverts and thousands of acres
of seed- beds in all the low-ly-
ing areas of Chittagong.

Besides, hundreds of tube-
wells went under water, caus-
ing a crisis of drinking water
in the flood-hit areas, sources
informed, saying that it could
lcad to epidemic form of in-
testinal diseases if the crisis
continued.

Chittagong Port Authority
(CPA) sources said that the
port activities remained sus-
pended for the third day yes-
terday because of torrential
rains. Two domestic Biman
flights to and [rom Chitltagong
were delayed due to heavy
downpour, Biman sources said.

‘The Cox's Bazar district
administration said that the
low-lying arecas of 25 unions of
scven thanas of the district
were submcrged by the flood
waters. Low-lying areas of
Kutubdia and Maheshkhali is-
lands also went under rain
Netrako

In Netrakona the overall
flood situation deteriorated
yesterday as fresh areas of
Durgapur, Khaliajuri and Sadar
thanas were inundaled by
heavy rain water and overflow-
ing of the rivers Sumeswardi
and the Manu.

The overall flood situation
in Pabna district worsened
[ollowing heavy downpour dur-
ing the past 24 hours ending
10 am yesterday.

The surging flood water de-
voured nine more villages in
Sujanagar and Bera thanas.

This brings the total num-
ber of villages engulfed by the
flood waters to 50. About
75,000 people ol these villages
in five thanas — Faridpur, Suj-
anagar, Bhangura, Chatmohar
and Bera — now stand mar-
aoned with their hearth and
homes, ollicial sources said.

ROK: firm starts
operation in
DEPZ

By Staff Correspondent

Youngone Hi-Tech Sports-
wear Industries Limited star-
tcd its operation in the coun-
try's sccond export processing
zone at Savar yesterday.

Youngone is among the 16
industrial units which obtained
permission to operate in the
[Yhaka Export Processing Zone
(DEPZ), tnaugurated yesterday
by Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia.

The South Korean company,
with an Investment of 3 mil-
lion US dollars and an export
target of 8 lakh pieces of
sporiswear products, also has
two projects in operation in
the Chittagong Export Proce-
ssing Zone (CEPZ). Another
thrce new plants of the group
are proposed — two in CEPZ
and one in the DEPZ,

The total investment of the
company, alfter implementa-
tion of all the projects, will
stand at 27.9 million US dol-
lars in Bangladesh.

The Youngone Hi-Tech
Sportswear Limited will pro-
ducc sportswear, ski-wear,
down jacket, rainwear, leisure-
wear and driving gear and
these will be exported to all
the EC countries, USA, Canada,
Sweden, Norway, Finland,
Austria and Switzerland .-

The other project of the
Youngone, under implementa-
tion in the DEPZ, will produce
paddirig and non-woven syn-
thetic products.

Youngone plans to employ
750 people in its s
project, of which 260 have al-
ready been recruited, and an-
other 200 workers in its syn-
thetfc project.

16 industries
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uments, surgical and dental
instruments and equipment,
hospital equipment, cngi-
necring products, scientific
measuring instruments, air-
craft instruments, laboratory
ware, printing and publishing,
printing and copying equip-
menl and accessorics, do-it-
yourself tools and kits, plastic
moulded prodpcts, industries
based on new uses of jute,
[ootwear, leather pro-
ducts,cutting and polishing
precious and semi-precious
slones, musical instruments,
jewellery and toys.

The DEPZ, having an area of
141 acres has, in the mean-
time, developed BO acres of
land for industries. It will have
100 industrial plots with req-
uisite structural and infrastruc-
tural facilities.

Till now, 60 plots have been
developed and made rcady for
immediate construction of fac-
tory buildings with all utility
services including gas, clec-
tricity, tleleecommunications
and waler conncctions.

[3cesides, the DEPZ will have
16 blocks of standard [actory

buildings with a total Hoor
spacce of 72 thousand square
metires. Eight standard [actory
buildings having 36 thousand
square metres of floor space
have been completed so far.
The DEPZ is equipped with
all structural facilities includ-
ing a zonc service complex,
customs [ence, and police out

post.

Mostafiz presides
HR confce session

GENEVA, June 20: Forcign
Minister A S M Mostalizur
[Rahman presided over the
| 1th secssion of the pienary
session ol the World
Conference on Human Rights
on Friday last, reports BSS.

This session was dedicated
lo the commemoration of the
international year of the World
Indigenous People. During the
session Lhe Nobel Peace P'rize
winner Ms Rigoberta Men
chutum addressed the plenary
scssion with other dignitaries.

On Thursday, the Foreign
Minisler had a special meeting
with the representative ol
Bangladeshi NGO participating
al the World Conference on
Human Rights

portswear .
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India warns Pakistan

of personal attacks

NEW DELHI, June 20 India warned the Pakistani high
commission ([embassy) today against making personal attacks
on Indian leaders, and reiterated that Islamabad was invelved
in the Bombay blasts which kilied some 300 people. The
Indian External Affairs Ministry said a press reicase issued by
the misston on Friday was tendentious and that "repetition of
such language and personal attacks upon Indian lcaders will
be regarded as serious by India.” rcports AFP,

US marine ships arrive
off Mogadishu

MOGADISHU, June 20. Four ships carrying several thou-
sand US marines arrived off the Somali capital today, as the
United Nations posiponed plans lo resume food distribution
in southern Mogadishu, saying the arca was still too danger-

Oous

Harrier Jump-jets from the US amphibious force

screamed over the devastated city where fugitive warlord
Mohamed Farah Aideced is believed to have gone to ground
alter his headquarters were caplured in an air and ground as-
sault by UN forces Thursday, reports AFP

EC policy to end
Bosnia war fails

COPENIIAGEN, June 20 Europcan Community foreign

ministers laced the grim reality

that their policy for ending

the war in BDosnia has failed as they gathered today to discuss
the crisis on the cve of an EC summit. EC medfator Lord
Owen, who will seck fresh guidance at the mecting lollowing

last week's collapse of the pcace

plan he championed. said

efforts, now had to focus on creating a viable mini-state for
the Muslims within ldosnia, reports Reuter.

Ctg outer anchorage
smugglers' haven

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, June 20: Lax
anti-smuggling patrol at the

outer anchorage of Chittagong
Port resulted in a fresh influx

of smuggled goods here,
sources said.

The outer anchorage has
again turned into a haven of
smugglers, sources added, say-
ing t some liner vessels op-
erating between Chittagong
Port and other parts of the
world via Singapore and Hong
Kong are reportedly ferrying
the smuggled goods along with
the consignments of cargo to
Chiltagong Port.

The smuggled contrabands
brought by those vessels in-
cluding electronics, cigarettes,
wines, toiletries and crock-
eries are unloaded at the outer
anchorage and sold to the local
clients waiting there on board
high-powered engine boats,
trawlers sampans, sources
informed.

According to sources, Lhe
smuggled goods reaching the
shore [rom the outer anchor-
age have flooded the coastal
villages under Anwara and
Banskhall thanas of Chittagong
and the Kutubdia coastal area
under Cox's Bazar district.

The law enforcing agencies
of Chittagong, in two separate
raids at the coastal villages of
Anwara and Banskhali on June
6 and 7, recovered smuggled
[ax machines, dish-antennae,
fishing nets and foreign
cigarettes werth over Tk one
crore.

But most of the contraband
items are supplied to different
parts of the country through
the city markets here, sources
also informed.

About two months ago, car-

Qualified support
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its overwhelmingly import-
substitution production struc-
ture to arf export-oricnted
production structure is cor-
rcel. However, there is a lot of
anxicty that the accompanying
process of import liberalisation
will hurt the domestic indusiry
beyond the point of recovery.

There are valid reasons for
such anxiety. In Bangladcsh
industry nced prolection not
nnl}' to gi'\l'{‘ {Tntrﬂprﬂnl'llrﬁ
time to become efficient and
thus be able to reduce cosl and
become more and more com-
petitive but also for ineffi-
ciency of the public sector,

Take the case of power as
an example: The elfective
price of power to Bangladeshi
cnireprencurs is very high and
can, by itself, make an industry
which is efficient in all respect
uncompelitive. Similarly,
transportation where the pub
lic scetor plays a major role.
sufler from serfous inc(l
ciency. - If these inecfliciencics
arc not removed rapid reduc-
tion in protection will causc
major dislocation in the indus-
trial scetlor.

The more immediale worry
of the private sector relates Lo
lack of clarity about se¢veral
policy measures announced in
the budget. The two thousand
plus items on which Saifur
Rahman will reduce tarifl rates
are yct to be lully publicised
Will the lack of details in the
budget announcement be made
up by issuance of SROs?

Finally.there is a lack «of
confidence aboul policy im
plementation at the industry
level Mahbub Jamil, President
ol the Foreign Investors
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, has expressed con
cern about this in the BTV dis
cussion. Mahbub Jami! said
that many progressive palicies
of the government have been
frusirated by bureaucratic red
tapism, and this 1s likely to

Leontinue

rying of smuggled geods by
liner vessels was almost effec-
tively checked when anti-
smuggling teams of the
Chittagong Sea Customs
step up raids in the outer
anchorage regularly.

At that time anti-smuggling
teams of Sea Custom raided a
number of liner vessecls waiting
to unload the outer anchorage
and seized a huge quantity of
illegal goods. '

Among these vessels, the
Ukrairian flag carrier MV K
Jesperson was raided on April
10 and contraband worth one
crore taka were seized while
another vessel M V Adrain
Gonserve was raided on April
15 from where contraband °
worth over half a crore taka
were seized.

Customs officials uﬁ I‘:J'—
cause notices had alrcady been

issued against the crew of
these two vessels on charges of
smuggling goods into
Bangladesh territorial waters,

A senior Customs official
here said anti-smuggling raids
at the outer anchorage had
been slowed down due to in-
clement weather now prevail-
ing in the sca.

AL: Babu
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appearance.

The party caucus also re-
solved Lo send reliel tcams to
the flood-affected areas of the
Sylhet district. The meeting,
however, severely crilicisced

the government for its 'indi-
fference’ towards the flood-
alfected peaple in different
parts ol the country.
Meanwhilc, a short discus-
sion is scheduled in Parlia-
ment today on the [lood
siluation in the affected areas.
The ALCWC meeting was
prusided over by Abdus Samad

Azl

Ishag Khan
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deal to Sharif — PDA support
[or trimming Presidential
powcers in return for an-
nouncement of an immediate
clection.

Some sources in the PDA
sald Gilani's step smacked of a
rebellion against the party
leadership.

"l am a representative of
the people not ol a party,’
Gilani said in his spcech prio:
to the passage of the resolu-
tion.

Sharif needs a two-thirds
vole frem some 290 depulies
of the directly elected Lower
lHlouse and the 86-member
Scnale to annul the con-
lentious provision, known as
the &®th Constitutional
Amcndment.

DCCI chief

Fromt Page 1 Col 5
cent. =

Waziullah observed that im-
port duly on capital machincry
should be fixed at a flat rate of
2 5 per cent and it should be
applicd to both export-ori-
cnted and import-substitute
industrics.

About agricultural subsidy,
the [DCCI chiefl cited the ex-

amples of the USA, Japan and
the EC countrics which still
provide subsidy to their farm-
Crs.

“The government should re-
evaluate its policy to withdraw
subsidy on agriculture’, he
commented

Instead of cutling agri-sub
sidy, the government cam con
centrate on structural reform
in administration and cut
down the top heavy adminis
tration for grealer resource
mobilisation,” Waziullah ob-
served



