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[Lord Owen calls for
UN reforms

LONDON, June 18: Inter-
natfonal negotiator Lord Owen
on Friday called for UN re
forms including a voluntary
peace-keeping force, expan-
sion of the Security Council
and a command and control
[actility at its New York head-
quarters, reports Reuter.

The former British Foreign
Minister, who has spent much
ol the past year trying to necgo-
tiate a peaceful settlement to
the war in Bosnia, said
Germany and Japan and pos-
sibly India, Nigeria and Brazil
should be made members of
the council,

"It is patently absurd that
the economic strength and the
political clout of the Fedcral
Republic of Germany and
Japan are not reflected in the
permanent membership of the
Security Council,” he said in a
speech in London.

Owen, the European
Community's chiel negotiator
on Yugoslavia, has admitted
that the multi-ethnic peace
plan for Bosnia that he dcvised
with former UN mediator
Cyrus Vance had failed but he
said some aspects of it should

be salvaged.

He added that there were
lessons to be learned from Lhe
Bosnian crisis and stressed the
importance of a volunteer UN
force.

"There is everything to rec-
ommend UN forces being
solely and wholly made up of
volunteers .... such a force
should be specifically and col-
lectively trained with an ethos
of UN peacekeeping and
peacemaking.”

Owen said Lhe scope for
military intervention in .the
former Yugoslavia is con-
strained due to the terrain and
the complexity of the war and

called for a centralised UN
control centre.

"I believe that by far the
most important priority for thc
UN Sccretary Gencral is to
have at his elbow the sort of
command and control system
that any minister of dcfence
would consider absolutely es-
sential.”

Earlier on Friday Owen,
who arrived in London from a
meeting in Copenhagen, said
the EC should give him new
guidelines on how to end the

fighting in Bosnia.

International

Clinton plans to take more (I

direct role in ME talks

WASHINGTON, June 19:
President Bill Clinton told
Jordan's King Hussein on
Friday that he planned to take
a more direct role in Middle
East peace talks and both said
tangible progress was possible
this year, reporis Reuter.

Clinton and the King held
their first meeting and it was
clear the new President was
trying to put behind him the
sirained ties between the
United States and Jordan over
Hussein's refusal to back®
Washington in the 1991 Gulf
War.

“We're moving toward a
good relationship between the
two,” said White House spoke-
swoman Dee Dee Myers.

Palestinians complained
this week in the first week of
the 10th round of negotiations
with I[srael that the United
States was not doing enough
to spur progress.

The US-brokered 19-
month-old talks have yet to
achieve any significant results

4 on either of their parallel

tracks, according to some par-
ticipants, prompting growing

disillusionment with the peace
process.

Myers said Clinton and
Hussein reaffirmed “their sha-
red commitment to achieving
tangible progress in the
Middle East peace process
this year."

“President Clinton reaf-
firmed that the United States
is committed to serving as a
full partner, an honest broker
in these historic negotia-
tions,” she said.

Clinton, Myers said, also
told the King that “he was go-
ing to take a real direct role
in it and we look forward to
progress.”

Asked to elaborate on the
dircet role, Myers said only
that Clinton ‘plans to just
make sure thal the proccss
moves forward.”

The King, who was offi-
cially neutral in the Gulf War,
had strained ties with America
by condemning the US-led al-
liance which drove Iraq [rom
Kuwait and delaying UN sanc-
tions against its biggest trad-
ing parincer.

“We talked a little about
Iraq and the impecrative naturc
of continuing to enforce thosc
sanctions and being very tough
on them.” Clinton teold re
porters after Hussein's motor-
cade carried him away.

But privately, senior officials
made clear this was nol
viewed as a serious impedt-
ment to US-Jordanian ties.

“1 belleve the government
of Jordan is working hard to
enforce UN-mandated sanc-
tions against Iraq. There have
been some lapses but these
have generally been corrected
when pointed out to senfor
Jordanian officials,” a senior
administration official said.

About 35 million dollar in
US economic aid for 1992 and
1993 is still frozen pending
congressional approval which
would follow certification by
the President that Jordan is
complying with the sanctions.

The money must be ap-
proved by September 30 but
no date has been set for the is-
sue to be raised in Congress,

The King's support for
Arab-Isracli pecace talks s

long won him points in
Washington and Jordanian offi-
cials said before his visit that
he planned to use his credibil-
ity on the issue to lay thc
groundwork for future rela
tions.

Husscin admitted the ncgo-
tiations “are a long way from
getting there but there s not
an alternative. | think we must
do ¢verything we can to let the
moincnt pass,”

The King, 57, is to check
into the Mayo clinic in Roch-
ester, Minnesota, for tests
next week to ensure that
cancer which forced removal
of a kidney and ureter last
year has not re-occurred.

The ‘meeting came two days
after a congressfonal report
wias made public that said
Jordan gave military help to
Iraq during the Gulf war in-
cluding the sharing of intelli-
gence information.

A White House official said
Clinton did not raise the re-
port with Hussein, and Myers
said there was “good personal
chemistry between the two.”
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UN authorises

France adopts new law |
dispatch of

to stem immigration

Vocalist Bobby McFerrin performs in a jazz concert on the
south lawn of the White House, in celebration of the 14th
annual Newport Jazz Festival Friday. President Clinton
joined the performers on stage with his saxophone in the

PARIS, June 19: A contro-
versial bill aimed at stemming
the tide of immigration to
France was adopted Friday by
the National Assembly with few
changes, reports AFP.

The bill drawn up by
Interior Minister Charles Pas-
qua will' introduce severe
restrictions for foreigners
wishing to stay in the country,

After lengthy debate, it was
adopted by 480 votes to 88 —
the socialists and the commu-
nists voting against.

Under the measures which
will be introduced by the new
law, police will be able to
check a person’s identity 'for
any reason apart from his
race,” and officials will be able
to refer suspicious cases of
marriages to the authorities,
who have to rule on the matter
within 15 days.

PAERRY

But deputies, in a move
supported by Prime Minister
Edouard BaILIur. managed to
kick out plans to withdraw
medical treatment at home for
foreigners with an uncertain
status. The original draft wouild
have allowed them to be
trecated only in hospitals.

An opposition amendment
maintaining current penalties
against employers who know-
ingly take on foreigners with-
out the right papers was also
unanimously adopted.

The penalties include mak-

ing employers reimburse any
social security benefits paid to

fllegal immigrants.
The bill will now go to the
scnate, but opponents intend

to continue their protest aga-
ins! it notably with a demon-

.stration today in Paris and

other large cities,

Canadian soldier killed in Bosnia: »
Canadian peacckecping soldier died when an anti-tank round
hit his armoured vehicle in central Bosnia Friday shortly alter
a ceasefire took effect, a UN spokcsman said, Reuter reports

from Sarajevo.

The identity of the attackers at Buci near the Dosnian capi-
tal of Sarajcvo was not known, he added.

A ceasefire agreed by Commanders of Muslim, Croat and
Serb forces fighting in Bosnia took cffect at noon (100 GMT).

LTTE to free 39 hostages: shr Lanka's

dominant Tamil guerillas have agreed to free 38 policemen
and a soldiers held hostage by them for three E;nr:. military
sources said yesterday, AFP reports from Colombo.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eclam (LTTE) informed the
military through the Intérnational Commitice of the Red
Cruss {(ICRC) that they would hand the prisoners over to their
relatives Saturday, the sources said,

Some 72 rclatives of the captive security men are cur-
rently visiting them in the northern Jallna peninsula follow-

ing an ICRC initiated mercy mission. The Ti

gers took the

hostages just after fresh fighting broke out in June 1990,

Bosnian President in Ankara : sosnian

President Alija lzetbegovic arrived in Ankara Friday evening to

discuss the

test developments in the Yugoslav conflict with

Turkey s Muslim leadership, AFP reports from Ankara.
Aftcr arriving from Madrid after a tour of European coun-

irics, Izetbegovic made no commonts at the air
meeting scheduled with Turkish President

Demirel

port ahead of a
Suleyman

lle was also due to meet Interim Premier Erdal Inonu and
Prime Minister designate Tansu Clller, oflicials said.

Roger Clinton to act in film: rog

Chinton, the younger brother ol President Bill Chnton, will

appcar tn a new film, "National Lam
Pictures said on Friday,

Trimark
Caltlornia

poon's Last Resort,’
Reuter reports from

Corey Feldman and Courey llaim will co-star as Sam and

Davi

who are summoned to the Treasure Island resort to
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UN peacekeepers guarding Somalt wariora Ardecd s =
US-led UN air strike recently.
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LONDON, June 19: British
Prime Minister John Major
latc Friday dented that diplo-
malic fatlures of the European
Community (EC) were to blame
for the civil war in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, reports AFP.

Specaking ahead of next
week's EC summit in Copc
nhagen, Major told Indep
endent Television News ([TN].
“It isn't a European faflure.
This has been a matter dealt
with through the United
Nations.”

"The Uniled States, the
Soviet Union, countries around
the world in the UN have all
played a part in this. There are
UN troops there. This is a
problem that has been dealt
with right the way around the
world.”

Major added that the only
way (o permanent peace in
Bosnia was through diplomacy.

"Lord Owen with partners
has iried this over many
months with great skill and
great courage. There is morc
work still to be done, but therc
{s no easy solution to it and
there never has been from the
moment the conflict started.”

Lord Owen for the EC and
Cyrus Vance for the UN drew
up a plan for the diviston of
Bosnia-Herzegovina into semi-
autonomous provinces, which

has been rejected by Bosnian
Serbs.

Concentrating on the age-
nda of the forthcoming EC
summit, he reiterated Britain's

opposition to the soctal chap-
ter of the Maastricht Treaty on

further European union.
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Britain securcd an opt-out
clause [rom the social chapter
which sccks to impose regu-

Major denies EC failures

- L

to blame for Bosnian war|

lated hours and wages throu-
ghout the EC.

"My - position is that the
whole of Europe, the whole of
the community has to compete
with the Pacific basin, with the
United States, with Japan,”
Major said, adding that to put
extra costs on employers was
“folly™.

"My argument has been that
all across Europe we are
handicapping the possibility of
Europe as a whole being com-
petitive against those other
markets around the world.

“If our European pariners
wish to impose those costs
upon themselves, then | cant
stop them doing that, but [ am
not accepting them for the
United Kingdom,” Major said.

Landslide kills
11 in China

BEWING, June 19: A land-
slide has killed 1} people in
China's northwestern - Gansu
Province, Xinhua reported 1o
day, rcporis AFP.

The landslide occurred
Wednesday afternoon when 20
farmers working as casual
labourers at Yanhe township

brickworks in Lixtan Counly
were laking a rest al the fool
ol a mountain slope, the official

news agency sajd.

300 US troops

to Macedonia

UNITED NATIONS, June
19: The Security Council on
Friday authorised the dispatch
of 300 US troops to the former
Yugoslav republic of Maced-
onia, to help prevent fighting
in nearby Bosnia from sprea-
ding, reports Reuter.

In a unanimous resolution,
the Council also welcomed the
US offer to provide the troops.

The UN Protection Force
(UNPROFOR) in the former
Yugoslavia already has about
700 Scandinavian troops in
Macedonia.

There are widespread [ears
that any violence in the mainly
Albanian-inhabited Kosovo re?
gion of Serbia could involve
Albanian in the fighting and
that neighbouring Macedonia
could become a battleground.

Even before the Security
Council gave its ap , an
advance party of eight US offi-
cers headed by a colonel, ar-
rived in Skopje.. the Maced-
onian capital, on Friday to
prepared the way for the main
contingent.

About 340 US troops are
alrecady serving with the
23,000-strong  UNPROFOR.

Timor rebel
leader seeks
clemency

JAKARTA, June 19: Indo-
nesia said on Saturday that
East Timor rebel leader Xana-
na Gusmao, jailed for life for
battling Jakarta's rule over the
former Portuguese colony, had
appealed for clemency, reports
Reuter.

"This means he admitted
his guilt. His clemency appeal
will be processed through
standard procedures,” Coor-
dinating Political and Security
Affairs Minister Susilo Su-
darman told reporters alter
meeting President Suharto.

A decision of clemency is
up to Suharto.

The East Timor rebel
movement has in the past de-
nied that Xanana had pleaded
for clemency. Such an appeal
would effectively recognise the
right of Indonesia to try him,

Indonesia invaded East
Timor soon after the Portu-
guese left in 1975. It annexed
the territory in 1976 but the
United Nations still considers
it under Portuguese admi-
nistration.
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Condom can be the
trendiest present ?

TOKYO: 'What's the trendiest present a ]E-y:a_.r-ﬁld

Japanese girl can give her friends 7,

Reuter.

How about a see-through pendant with a brightly coloured
condom inside, or a condom in the shape of a lollipop? -
Adventurous entreprencurs created this prophylactic [ad

by opening stores across Japan with catchy

names like

Condomania and Peaches, which entice bashful customers by
offering slightly risque novelty goods alongside condoms.

One of the more popular is Condomania, whose flagship

is situated on the comer of a busy crossroads in the

heart of Harajuku, a leafy, upmarket district in central Tokye

popular as a teume hangout.
Most of the Is are in fact floor-to-ceiling windews, the
floor is varnished pinewood and the attendants young and

alternative-looking.
To alleviate tential embarrassment, many of . the
condoms arc pac in inventive and misleading guises.

About 30 per cent of our clientele comes to buy condoms for

sex, The rest buy them without the intention of actually

using

them, said Condomania founder dnd owner John Shimm*i_

The meteorite was sacred -
to the villagers .

.. BANGKOK: Thai authorities hﬂw;ﬂ'fﬁbﬂﬂlﬂd

.meteorite which villagers began to wo:
to earth, news reports said Saturday,

soon after it cras
according to Reuter.

The 16.7 kg (57 pound) metallic objec

ship as a sacred pbject

t, which fell from

the heavens last Sunday night, was taken away despite the
strenuous objections of the couple on whose land in

Phetchabun

it came to rest.
Kamla Rakkorn broke into tears,

a merchant had

offered her and her husband 10 million baht (400,000} for
the windfall, The Nation reported.

The provincial governor who ordered the seizure cited
laws declaring that "all objects fallen from other planncts or
even from the sky” were state property, the Dally News

rcported.

She shunned fashion parade

CAMBRIDGE (England): Britain's Princess Diana shunned a

high-society fashion parade at the

Royal Ascot races on

Thursday, sitting instead through a lcarned lecture on

Physiology at Cambridge University, rcports Reuler

The estranged wife of heir

to the throne Prince Charles

visited the prestigious
university and a local
while other members of the
royal family made their
traditional appearance -al
Ascot's “"Ladies Day,”
highlight of the four-day race
meeting.

The royals usually turm out
in force for Ascot, a social
ritual in which members of
the monied classes vie for
sartorial splendour and
women sport outrageous hats.
But marital bust-ups and
iliness among leading royals
reduced this year's line-up to
just Queen Elizabeth and a
few relatives.

On Thursday the Queen
was her

cousin Princess Alexandra.

hospital

accompanied
husband Prince Philip, her daughter Princes Anne and

save it from an evil villain. Clinton will play Gino, a none-100-
bright brute with a soft spot

The film ts being produced by (G- ikl Ruby Productions

and will be released in 1he o

| Stdes by Trimark

Trimark said the [thn wo« <01 1o begin shooting immedi-

ately in southern Caltluinia

SPain buys art collection: span has paid
33

milion dollars to buy the worlds second biggest privalc

art collection, Span

ish Culture Minister Jordi Sole Tura said

Friday, AFP rcports from Madrid

The cabinet Friday approved a decrec buying the 775 mas-
lerpieces in the Thyussen-Bornemisza collection from their
current owner, the Favorita Trusiees Limited.

Some 715 paintings from the collection are currently on
show at Madrid's Villahermosa Palace, with another 80 due W
be exhibited at the Pedralbes Monastry in Barceiona, said Sole

Tura,

A:mr]g famous works included in the collection are the

Har

lequin by Picassc, The Annunication by Jan Van Eyck and

the Portrait of a Cavalicr by Carpaccio

63 kg heroin seized in Peshawar:
Narcolics officers with Pakistan customs seized 83 kilograms
(139 pounds) of heroin near the northwestern city of

Peshawar, a cusioms official said Saturday, AFP reports from

| Bl rreabad

The heroin was found in a truck intercepted late Friday in

the region bordering Alghanistan, but its drtver and others in
the vehicle fled the scene, the offictals said.

Drugs scizures have been [requently reported in the

northwesi

region as authorities

to contain drug Lraf-

ficking along the border with Alghanisian

Azerbaijan In political turmoil | Four killed, 18 hurt

BAKU (Azerbafjan), June 19:
The former Soviet Republic of

Azerbatjan was in political
turmoil today after its elected

president abruptly left the cap-
jital in the face of an army up-
rising, re Reuter.

President Abulfaz Elchfbey
fled by helicopter for the en-
clave of Nakhichevan after two
weeks of advances towards
Baku by army rebels secking
his resignalion.

Soviet-era politician Geidar

Altyev, 70, who was elecled
parlfamentary Chairman last
week as the crisis gathered
pace, said that in accordance
with the constitution he was
taking over as President for
the present.
Elchibey, an academic who
served a jail term for dissident
offences in the 1970s when
Allyev was First Secretary of
Aze ‘s Communist Party,
was clected President a year
age with nearly 60 per cent
sy

But he has grown increas-
ingly unpopular ai home as
Azerbafjan suffered heavy mili-
tary losscs against Armenians

in the disputed region of
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Benefiting from disen-
chantment with the record of
his popular front leadership,
the rebels have walked unchal -
lenged into many towns.

The chief spokesman for
Elchibey, a former dissident
clected to r a year ago,
said he leit to avert further
bloodshed and because there
were real fears for his life.

“He [(Elchibey) went to
Nakhichevan to prevent pos-
sible bloodshed and to guaran-
tce his own personal salety.
“It's safer there,” said spok-
csman, Arif Altyev.

Elchibey's aides stressed
that he remained the elected
President and thal any attempt
by parliament to instal Allyev
permanently in his place
would be unconstitu

But it was wunclear why
Elchibey chose to leave Baku.
Rebel forces were still 100 km
(60 miles) away and there was
no immediate sign that
ernment forces would lose
conirol of the sftuation in the

Caspian Sea capital

Soldiers lounged listless
around Baku's streecis a
there was little sign of an im-
minent emergency.

Some Moscow-based news-
papers reported that rebel
lcader Suret Guseinov gave a
Friday night ultimatum to the

Azerbaijan leadership.

The Dally Nezavisimaya Gaz-
eta said Guseinov demanded
the resignation of Elchibey and
Lhe creation of sltaie council

with cither himsell, or another
person clected by the parlia
ment, at its head

Guseinov's rcbels started
advancing on Baku aller setzing
control of the western city ol
Gyandzhaon June 4 and had
threatened 10 enter the capiial
if Elchibey refused to resign.

Aliyev, a former Soviet Poli-
tbure member, told the nation
in a televised address that |«
had known nothing aboul
Elchibey's flight and was
dismayed that the President
could fMee at a time ol crisis
without informing other Azcri
leaders

"At this difficult moment, |
think the President should not
have left us,” he said.

The Russian news agency
ITAR Tass quoted Allyev as
telling deputies that Elchibey
had gone to his home village of
Keleky in Nakhichevan.

Allyev, a pragmatic-ex-5Sovi-
et Politburo member who has
managed to revive his carcer
since the superpower’s colla:
pse, said: "The most serious
task before us now is solving
the problem of the vacuum of
executive power.”

Turkey, Azerbailjan’'s powcr
ful international ally, said
Elchibey's effective removal
was unacceptable to the civili
sed world. Acting Primc
Minister Erdal Inonu urged
Azeris to unile to resolve u
"dark and turbulent” situation
by legitimate means.

Turkish Ambassador Altan
Karamanoglu told Turkey's
Anatolian agency that Altyev
had persuaded the rebels not
lo enter Baku now that Elch
ibey had fed. There was no
confirmation of this report.

CAIRO, June 19: Four peo-
ple were killed and 18 woun
ded on Friday in a bomb blast
on crowded Cairo street, the
latest in a series of bombings
blamed by the government on
Muslim militants, reports
Reuter.

"It was a terrible explosion.
Everythipg shook,” said sur-
vivor Diva Higazi, 32. "It looked
like a huge bomb, May god
have mercy on us. Those who

were just passing by. We were
terrified.

Peo started run-
nin hyll.trltlri:
¢ bomb exploded in or
near the construgtion site of a
new extension of the Catro un-
derground rail system, which
is being built along the main
street throughout the poor
northern suburb of Shubra.

Blood soaked the rubble-
strewn street. Police hunted
through the debris for clues
and collected a number of
nails. The previous bombs In
Cairo have all been packed
with nails to maximise injurnes.

in Cairo blast

A police source said ouc of
those killed was a middle aft*d
woman and another was a 10

Emotional crowds swarmed
around police and Interfor
Ministry offictals yelling no te
terroriam” and “there is no
god but God."

Interfor Ministry officials at
the scene of the explosion said

three people were killed, but
hospital sources said a fourth

on had died in hospital
Beer

It was the fourth Bomb :in

Cairo in a month. Nobody
claimed responsibility fer eny
of the previous attacks, which

killed nine people and injured
nearly 50.

But sentor police officers
blanwe militants who have been
fighting an increasingly bloody
war for more than a ycar to
overthrow the government and
turn Egypt iInto a purist
Islamic siate.



