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Aspects of Decay in City Life

In most of the areas outside
the posh and semi-posh ones

in the new part of the Dhaka
city, the conditions of life and
living are most pitiable.
Particularly

poverty and squalor. Little at-

tention is given by any organ of

the administration — particu-
larly the Dhaka City Corpo-
ration — to the problems that
beset them.

Except for some of the
main roads in new Dhaka
which are carpeted and re-

carpeted often enough, most of

the other roads, lanes and bye-

lanes in old Dhaka are in a bad

| shape. Some of them are in

such an advanced state of dis-

| repair that movement by ve-

hicular and non-vehicular traf-
fic becomes hazardous.

The growing slums and

semi-slums are another aspect

of urban decay. With regard to

them, one feels like asking the
Dhaka City Corporation, Rajuk
and the Housing and

Settlement. Department what
plans do they have for improv-
ing them or solving the prob-

in old Dhaka, there
is a good number of enclaves of

By AS M Nurunnabi

lem of hovels and shanties, of
which colonies have sprung up
by either side of the highways,
and around railway stations
and so on.

Recently we have heard of
shanty towns being bulldozed.
The regrettable thing is that
little or nothing is done lo
scitle or resettle them.
Observers wonder if such
could be the proper answer to
the problems created by these
unauthorised settlement.

It is generally [elt that
morally or from civil rights
points of view, these unfortu-
nate human beings cannot be
evicted with their families
without providing them with
alternative accommodation.
Many feel that demolition or
mass eviction in a ruthless
manner is a direct infringe-

ment of the civil rights of
these people. |

There are other aspects.
Industries, big and small, are
being set up indiscriminately
in residential areas. Such in-
dustries range from planits
which produce lathes, shoes,
plastic ftems 1o printing

Gen Stackpolc at BIISS

US forces in state of high
alert even in peacetime

By Staff Correspondent

Visiling Commander of the
United States Marine Forces
Pacific Lt. General Henry C
Stackpole said the US
forees were in a state of high
alcrt even in peacetime.

Lt. General Stackpole, who
arrived in Bangladesh Wed-
nesday on a four-day goodwill
visil,.was giving a talk on the
theme, "The US Military in the
Nincties: Peacekeepers and
Providers” at the m of
the Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic

Studies (311SS) yesterday after-
noon

The US commander, who
conducted the Operation Sea
Angel in Bangladesh in the al-
termath of the April, 1991 cy.
clone, sltaled that US troops
could "reach out virtually every
nation in the Asia-Pacific region
and were prepared for mecting
any crisis or for peacchkecping
eflorts.”

US Ambassador to
sh William B Mflam in-
troduced the US General at the
lecture-discussion while
Drigadicr Mustafa Kamaluddin,
Direcior General of BIISS deliv-
ered the welcome address.
Barrister A K H Morshed,
Chairman, lloard of Governors
of the BUSS, presided over the
function.

Stackpole defined the cur-
rent military strategy as one of
‘forward deploy foroes’ and said
the policy of having forces for-
ward has fts benefits in en-

, deterrence, influence
and rapid reaction. He said the
US foroces in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion were prepared for a widce
varicty of military activilics
‘with our allics’ manging from
najor to modest cx-
creises. These included spe-
ctalised medical or communica-
tions leams, consiruction pro-
{cets, port visits, trafning pro-
grammes, senjor-level exchange
visils and security assistance

he stated.

The US General sald "W
have reached a point where we
are in a transition role from

wingers, and
H'HIII‘“ Criabil 1o i,rfr_nwi-- A

quick, devisive response Lhal

lcts friends and focs alike know
thal we mean business.”

Spcaking about the concepl
of Joint Task Force for coopera-
ton in,times of crises he said it
workced elfectively in
Bangladesh after the cyclone.
He recalled that on short notice,
the US activaled a Marine
Corps General and his stafl
from Okinawa, assigned an air
force special opcrations team
and provided forces from all
services to include army heli-
coplers from Hawaii and more
than 7000 marines from Lhe
Seventh Fleet. He said
Opcration Sca Angel provided
soine basts for other operalions,
including that of Somalia and,
more recently, during the ly-
phoon Omar in Guam and tho
hurricane Iniki on the island ol
Kaunai

After finishing his spcoech,
General Stackpole answered
questions from the audience,
Scveral questions were asked as
to why the United States had
not lifted the arms embargo
against the Bosnian people or
gone for airstrikes against the
Serbs in the face of immens
brutality. The General replicd
that he shared the scnliments
and the emotions displayed bul
that he had no answers to Lthese
queslions as a ‘military com-
mender.

"l cannot speak aboul sub-
jects of the State Departmoent.”
he said.

General Stackpole congratu
lated the efforts of the Bang-
ladesh Army in de-mining
Kuw:it and also appreciated fis
rolc during Opcration 5Sea
Angcl. (See also Page 3)

Floods worsen
in Sylhet

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, June, 18 : The
Mlood situation has worsencd
further in diffcrent areas of
greater Sylhet with intcrmit
tent rains for the last two days.

Balagan| thana has becomc
the worst-hit area where more
than one lakh peopile have be
come marooned. More than 80
per cenl of the villages have
been tnundated. All the offices
and commercial establish
ments there are now under
knee-deep watler. There s
hardly a dry place at the thana

uartgrs The rivers
Surma and Kushtyara are now
flowing above danger-lcvels
The road-links of Beanibazar,
Fenchuganj, Balagan| and
Zakigan] thanas are siil]
snapped.

presses, packaging industrics,
dyeing and silk lactories and
numerous olther units.
Butchers' shops can be lound
here and there; vegetable
markets have come up almosl
in every locality encroaching
on roads and open spaces.
Eateries have proliferated
recklessly.

The combined effect of all
this is that it is no longer pos-
sible to distinguish a commer-
cial and industrial area from a
residential one, To cite some
examples, old localitics like
Bangshal, Nazimuddin Road,

- Armanitola, Lalbagh have as-

r

sumed such a medley of char-
acters that it is impossible to
identify them cithér as rest
dential arcas or barzars. The
evil is gradually spreading to
other arcas like Eskaton Road,
Dhanmondi, Shantinagar,
known ' for their bctter resi-
dential facilities.

The volume of noise that
the various industres produce
is a conslant source ol torment
to the local inhabitants. With
so many ol the unils operating
even at night, there is extra
pPressure on power consump-
tion which sometimes throws
out of gear refrigerators, ra-
dios, televisions and other
domestic electrical appliances.

A great damage to environ-
ment is caused by industrial
wastes, refuse [rom vegetable
bazars, blood and animal tis-
sues from bulchers' shops
which go straight into drains
or sewers or lie rotting flor
hours filling the atmosphere
with stench. The conscrvancy
services of the City Corpora-
tion do very little to alleviate
the suffering of the residents
on this account,

We have thus in the city a
residential problem that afl-
[ects nearly two-thirds of its
population. The authorities
concerned starting with the
Dhaka City Corporation in col-
laboration with sister agencics
like Rajuk, WASA, Roads and
llighways Department and

- others seem to have allowed

the city problems literally to
fester. The extent of urban de-

~ cay is so widespread thal none
- with a minimum power of ob-

| 5

servation can miss il

Police yet to
trace Sylhet
rape victim

From Qur Correspondent

SYLHET, June 18: Police
could nol yet trace out the
young housewife who had been
missing since being allegedly
violated by a medical officer in
the Sylhet MAG Osmany
Medical College Hospital
Wednesday.

The medical officer, Golam
Mostafa, an Assistant trar
Gynaecology of Ward No. | has
been put under suspension and
arrested Thursday.

Golam Mostala allegedly
took Afia Begum, 22, into his
oflice chamber Wednesday al-
ternoon for a check-up and
raped her, according to hospi-

tal sources.
Soon afllcrwards a group of

agitating people gheraoed the
hospital and ransacked furni-
ture resulting in suspension of
normal work in the hospital
for nearly six. hours,
Wednesday.

The hospital authorities
held an emergency meetling
and suspended the doetor. The
authorilies also reported the
maiier to the police.

Accordingly, police [rom
Kotwali thana arrested Dr
Golam Mostafa from a house at
the Kajalshah area where he
was hiding, police said.

Budget lacks

From ["age | Col 4
54 countrics of Lhe world, he
added.

He allcged that the govern-
ment had leased out the jute
scctor, which involved three
crore people, Lo the World Bank.

The government also refused
io sit with the opposition to dis-
cuss the tssue, he regretied.

The market economy had
turned the country into a [ree
market for foreign goods instcad
of freeing the consumers, the
solitary Workers' Party MP said.

He termed the withdrawal of
subsidies from ulture as a
betrayal with the farmers, who
did not get fair prices for their
crops despite a bumper produc-
tion of rice.

Amir Khasru Mahmud, MP
said at least some local indus-
trial products should be given
protection despite the demands
of a free market economy.

The BNP MP said private In-
vesiment was nol increasing
because of a lack of eonfidence
among the real iInvestors
Political instability was mostly

for this, he added.

SB Chaudhuri said the peo-
ple had no clear-cut idea aboul
the reform measures adopted by

the government. They did not |}

know whether these were good
for them or not, he added.

|
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MPs at her Sugandha office yesterday evening. BNP Secy General Abdus Salam Talukdar is

on her left.

—PID photo

Accord on poWer sharing
in Cambodia

PIINOM PENH, June 18:
The leaders of Cambodia's two
main parties reached agrec-
ment today on how to share
power in an interim adminis-
tration to run the country until
a constitution can be written, a
government spokesman said,
reports Reuter,

"It was very good, very
good,” incumbent Phnom Penh

Prime Minister Hun Sen told

reporiers upon leaving two and
hall hour meeting with his foe
through civil war and a bitter
election cam n poll-winner
Prince Norodom Ranariddh.
"1t is historic that we came
to an agreement on how to

Three killed
In separate

incidents
By Staff Correspondent

Three persons were killed
in the cily in separate inci-
dents yesterday.

Kazal, 4 and his cousin
Shamim, 5, were killed in a
road accident near the
Sheorapara Bazar in the cily at
3.15 pm.

Police said, a truck (No.
Tangail TA 282) hit the chil-
dren and crushed then under
the wheels while, they were
crossing the road.

In another incident, the

Sutrapur police recovered the

body of Maksuda Khatun, 55,
from 21 BCC Road at 7 am yes-
terday. .

The local people informed
the police that Maksuda's son
Rabi, 35, who was reported to
be deranged killed his mother.

Police arrested Rabi and
filed an unnatural death [UD)
casc in this conncction.

sharc power,” Sok An, a

‘spokesman for Hun Sen's rul-

ing Cambodian People's Party
(CPI’) told reporters.

Prince Norodom Sihanouk,
[Ranariddh’'s father but a neu-
tral head of state, will serve as
the commander-in-chief of the
armed forces during the up-to-
three months it will take the
newly elected National
Asscembly to draft a constitu-
tion.

"They agreed in principle
on the question of setting up
the ministries of Defence and
Interior,” the spokesman said.

He said problems regarding
other key portlolios had been
solved, but gave no indication
of which party would get
which ministries. He said ex-
perts would work out details.

"All the main problems have
been solved,” he said.

More rain
From Page 1 Col 8

Many low:lyipe parts of the
cily were water-logged.

The Mct Oflfice recorded 65
nimni nhinfui] rot b oam o 6 pm
vi-lerday. Tho total amount of

rattilall recorded from 6 am
Thursday to 6 pm yesterday
wis 117 mm.

The Mect Office said, almost
all the regions of the country
experienced rainfall yesterday.
The highest [all, of 112 mun in
12 hours during the day, was
recorded in Chiltagong.

Most parts of the counitry
will continue 1o experienee
heavy ratnlall today as a low
“rasses over the country.

The Met Office also warned
of hvavy 10 very heavy rainfall at
a lew places over the divisions
ol Chittagong, Barisal and
Dhaka.

- Launch, bus
SEervices
suspended for
bad weather

Rough weather yesterday
forced suspension of launch
services between the capital
and most of the southern
districts, official sources said,
reports UNB.

The autheorities also
instructed the Gabtali Bus
Terminal to suspend the bus
services between the capital
and northern and southern
districts in vicw ol the bad
weather,

Reports from Aricha said
thousands ol people along with
several hundred vehicles
rcmained stranded at the ferry
ghat where only a handful of
Ro-Ro ferries were plying
across the river.

The Sadarghat Launch
Owners' Association told UNB
that launch services between
Dhaka and Barisal remained
suspended from Friday evening
because of bad weather.

SKOP

From Page 1 Col 5

held in the divisional head-
quarters between June 19-22.
An announcement of the
SKOP”'s fresh action pro-
gramme is likely later this
month.

A countrywide 72-hour
shutdown was enforced by the
industrial workers May 11-13
last to force implementation of
the accords signed by the gov-

ernment with the SKOP re-

garding different demands.
These include announcement
of the Wages and Productivity
Commission report and a na-
tional minimum wages for in-

dusirial workers.
A
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EC FMs meet Sunday to
discuss Bosnia issue

COPENHAGEN, June 18 : Denmark, current EC president,
loday called an emergency mecting of European Community
loreign ministers for Sunday to discuss the Bosnian civil war.
"The presidency finds it necessary to summon the 12 EC for-
cign ministers to an extraordinary meeting on Sunday
cvening to discuss the situation in former Yugoslavia before

the EC summit starts,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Koud
Ploughmann said, reporis Reuter.

Aideed starts clandestine
Yo | leasts

MOGADISHU, June 18: Fugitive warlord Mohamed Farah
Aideed has started clandestine radio broadcasts after United
Nations attacks drove him from his hcadquarters, Somali
sources said today. General Aideed, wanted by the UN for al-
legedly masterminding the killings of 23 Pakistanf peace-
kcepers, went on the air late Thursday after the latest and
biggest 'UN attack, in which ground forces were used for the

first time, reports AFP,

Move to check
smuggling of
aliens into US

WASHINGTON, June 18 :
President Bill Clinton today
launched an effort to combat
the smuggling of aliens into
the United States by organiscd
crime syndicates and nomin-
ated a new commissioner in
charge ol immigration control,
reports Reuler.

Speaking alter a spale of
dramatic incidents involving
hundrecds of mainly illegal
Chinese immigrants, Clinton
said, "With this plan, the Uni-
ted States signals its abho-
rrence of the trafficking in
human beings for profit and its
determination to combat this
illcgal activity,” according to a
White |louse statement.

Ctg landshide

From Page 1 Col 8
thana at 4 am today, police
added, saying that the hut of
the victims on the slope of the
hill collapsed. *

After the incident police
rushed to the spot and reco-
vered the bodies.

Mcanwhile, the Chittagong
Met Office here recorded 212
mm rainfall in the past 24
hours from 6 pm Thursday.
The rainfall, accompanied with
squally wind, continued una-
bated when this report was
being filed.

Rainwater inundated the
low-lying areas of the port city
including Chawkbazar, Katal-
gonj, Bakalia, Chaklal and

The rainfall today toially
paralysed normal life in the
city. Barring just one arrival
from Qhaka, flights remained
suspended at the airport.

The movement ol ships at
Chitlagong Port also remained
suspended today due to the

| heavy rainfall, offictals said.

Azeri President
flees capital

BAKU, June 18: Azerbatjan's
embattled President Abulfaz
Elchibey fled the capital of
Baku overnight before an ulti-
matum from rebel forces for
his resignation ran out,
Azerbaijani television reported
today, reports AFP.

The television report said
that Elchibey had not pre-
sented his resignation before
travelling to Nakichevan, an
Azeri enclave sandwiched be-
tween Armenia, Turkey and
lran.

Ejchibey left out of concern
for his personal safety and
those of civilians in Baku, the
report saild quoting the
Presidential press service.

MCCI chiet

From Page 1 Col 5
demands for industrial goods.

He also said thal the budget
had proposed to reduce dutics
on 2870 items, but Lhcse
items have not been identified,
thus creating some confusion
among thc industrialists. Hc
said il dulies are reduced on
finished products rather than
on raw materials, this would
hil the local industries.

"Local industries must gct
some reasonable advantages,”
the MCCI chief said.

He said the new budget is
also silent on refixation ol tarifl
values of imports, another
maltler on concern.

Rahman hailed the budget's
proposal for reducing cor-
porate tax by five per cent and

said more reducliopn was
needed to attract foreign

investments.

He, however, praised the
government's decision to
increase the ceiling of the
lower slab of income tax from
Tk 40.000 to Tk 50,000 and
the reduction of the rate by
five per cent on the upper slab
ol income tax.

FMiyazawa defeated

From Page 1 Col 5
opposition and hand Miyizawa
a crushing defeat amid cheers
of "Banzai® in the chamber.

Socialist Party chief Sadao
Yamahana, thundering out the
no-confidence motion in the
wood -panclled Lower House,
charged Miyazawa with betray-
ing the trust of the people.

"He has betrayed the people
by promising political reform
and then refusing to allow par-
Hament to debate the issue.”

"The Prime Minister is a
Har.”

The loss iIs an imporiant
mark in the deeline of the LDP,
founded in 1955 as a coalition
of conservalive parties and in
unbroken power ever since. |t
could herald the development of
a true multi-party demoemcy in
Japan.

“It's lie the Berlin Wall com-
ing down for Japan,” said
Morihiro Hosokawa, who left
the LDP last year to found the
pro-reflorm Japan New [Party
LINP).

Politics will change because
of what happened Lloday.

LIN' Executive Counctl mem-
ber Rokuro Kato said the party
would face eleclions in late July
in a state of disarray.

“Whal this means is that the
party is split as it heads into
clertions,” said the former state
minisier, “We're going to fight
dividexd

The sciback casts a shadow
over Japan s preparations to
host the Group of Seven (G7)
summit in Tokye on July 7-9.

Only the fourth Prime
Minister Lo lose a confidence
vole, Miyvazawa will now groct
his summil peers as a lame
duck at a time when Japan's
allics arc looking Lo it to play a
weighticr global role.

“There 18 no doubt this will
aflfect the summil as well as
trade talks with the United
Stales,” Kato said.

Business leader Gaishi Hir-
atwa.head of the Japan Fede-
ration ol Economic Organisa-
tions, pointed the [inger of
blame al the ruling party.

“The ruling party has re
sponsibility for [atling to achieve
promised politieal reforms.” he
said on television. "I'm very
concermed and hope that politi
cal stability will be restored.”

The champions of reform are
expecied to reap the electoral
benclits at a time of widespread

public disgust with the scandal-
tainted ruling party.

Miyazawa reflused lo =ay
whether he thought the LDP
would be able to build on to its
Lower House majority. e did
indicate that the rcbels who
voted against him would be ex-
pelled.

"They re a big problem,” he
said,

IHosokawa's [ledgling JNP,
which won an unexpecled four
scats in Upper House polls last
year, was cxpected Lo pick up
many more in the coming Lower
House election, Kyodo ncews
agency predicted. Hosokawa
said he would field up to 60
candidatcs.

Other winners would include
followers of former Finance
Minister Tsutomu Hata, head of
the rebel LDP faction which
swung the vole against Miyaz-
awa. Kyodo added.

It was not clear if the 40-
plus llata faction lawmakers

wore ready to leave the LDP
immediately to form a new
party, Senior ruling party bar
ons warmed members before
Friday's vote that those voting
against Mivazawa would be ex
pelled

“This party has oullived iis
usefulness,” said one of the
rebels in a lelevised news con
ference. “We're ready 1o join a
new force.”

News of Japan's palitical
turmoil caused jitters on over

seas markels. The: yen [cll
sharply against the dollar dur
ing European lrading te 109

yen al 1515 GMT. compared fo
the Tokyo close of 107 40,

Ishaqg offers

From Page | Col 7

National Assembly was re-
stored,” Ishaq Khan added.

The president, whose five-
year term expires by the end of
the current year, said he did
not desire re-election nor “have
| tried to replace the Prime

Minister by mysell or anybody

clse.”

"These 18 no room for conflict
and clash between mysell and
the Prime Minister,” he added.

Ishaq Khan also indicated he
would not stand in the way of
an amendment in the constitu-
tion to restructure the balance
ol power between the centres of

poweT.
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INTEREST ON ELECTRICITY BILLS
ACCRUED DUE TO DELAY IN PAY- |

MENT, SHALL NOT BE EXEMPTED. |

PLEASE PAY YOUR ELECTRICITY BILL

IMMEDIATELY WITHOUT WAITING |

B g o - @ et M 9 it

FOR THE INTEREST TO INCREASE. |

DHAKA ELECTRIC SUPPLY
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