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Indian tijOOIl:'")S East Jerusalem not negotiable: Tel Aviv USdmﬂvle for
accuseda o wider role in
US 51des with Israel: Palestinians | peacckeeping Off the Record

human rights
abuse

PARIS, June 18 An interna
tional human rights organisa-
tion Thursday accused Indian
security forces of routine hu-
man rights abuses in the
northern Indian state of
Kashmir, reports AFP,

In its report, based on eye-
witness accounts, the Interna-
tiongl Federation for the
Rights of Man (FIDH] sadd, "all
civillans suspected of ter
rorism or helping lerrorists
were subjected Lo ‘rouline
torture and cruel or degrading
treatment’ in Indian army in
lerrogation centres in
Kashmir,"

The cases were rescarched
by an FIDH group which visited
Pakistan and Pakistani-con-
trolled "Azad Kashmir® in
April.

FIDH President Danicl
Jacoby told a news conference
that the Indian authorities pre-
vented the delegation from vis-
iting Indian-controlled Jammu
and Kashmir.

joined

WASHINGTON, June
Palestintan accused the Unit-:d
States Thursday siding with
Israel in Middle East peace
talks and fatling to kcep their
promises on the question of
Jerusalem, reporis AFP.

Deputy chiefl of the Pales-
tinian delegation Sacb Erakat
faulted Washington for "refu-
sing to get involved in the
basic {ssues” such as the [uture
of Jerusalem:.

He also said that Washing-
ton was backing off on
implementation of UN Security
Council Resolution 242, which
calls for Israel to withdraw
from the occupied territories.

Washington "no longer
considers itself bound by ver-
bal and written promises of
the previous administration
including written assurances
to Palestinians at the begin-
ning of the peace process and
on the basis of which we
the peace process,”
Erakat said.

A letter from the United

States dated October 18, 1991
said Washington did no!l rec-
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nians Thursday began their seventh month stranded

between Lebanesc and Isracli army lines, charging that the
world had forgotten them, AFP reports from Lebanon.

"We don't expect anything more from anybody, not from
our so-called Arab brothers who betrayed us, nor the negotia-
tors [at the Arab-lsracli peacc talks) in Washington," said
their spokesman, Abdel Aziz Rantissi.

"Our faie was not even discussed during the previous

round of
talks in

peace talks,”

he said, relerring to the ninth round of
ay. "The whole world has forgotten us.”

ril M
Nor dicr they expect anything from the 10th round of talks

that opened on Tuesday.

Woman killed in Lebanon blast: a

PLO officer was badly wounded and a woman was killed when
a bomb she handed to him wrapped as a gift in a chocolate
box blew up in a South Lebanon refugec camp Thursday

sccurity
Ali Iskandar,

sources said, Reuter reports from Lebanon.
an officer with the Palestine Liberation

Organisation’'s (PLO} mainstream Fatah group, his wife and
son were sounded by the blast at his doorstep in Rashidiyeh
camp near the port city of Tyre, the sources said.

The woman's body was scverely mutilated. She was identi-

fied only as Umm Ali.

The sources could not confirm immediately if the attack

was linked to an 18-month-old power struggle

between Fatah

and the radical Fatah Revolutionary Council (FRC).

16 Palestinians hurt in clashes:

Sixteen Palestinians suffercd bullet wounds Thursday in

.elashes with Israell soldiers in the occupied

GCaza Strip,

Palestinian sources said, AFP reports from Jerusalem.

Most were hit in the Shatti and Jabalya refugee camps and

in incidents in the town of Gaza, the sources said.

According

to the same source the Isracll army maintained
a curfcw on the Nusseirt camp for the third day running to

ognize lsracl's annexalion of
East Jerusalem and urged all
parlies to abstain from unilal-
eral acts that could jncrease
tensions and cause the negoti-
ations to fall.

The Palestinians say the
Israclis have done just that by
closing off the occupied terri-
tories in March, isolating Easl
Jerusalem from the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip, and by con-
tinuing Jewish settlements in
the Arab part of Jerusalem,
crealing an irreversible fait ac-
complf,

The Palestinians never ac-
cepted Isracl's annexation of
East Jerusalem after the war in
1967 and have demanded that
Palestinian autonomy also ap-
ply to that area.

But the Israeli delegation
has refused to discuss the
question of Jerusalem belore
negotiations begin on the
permanent status of the occu-
pied territories, which would
happen during the third year
of autonomy.

Elyakim Rubistcin, head of
the Isracli team ncgotiating

with the Palestinians. reaf-
firmed Wednesday his gov
crnment s position that East
Jerusalem is Israeli territory
and, as such, is non-negotiable,

"Putting Jerusalem on the
ncgotiating table is the best
way to lorpedo (the matler)
since the positions of both
sides are incompatible.” an
Isracli officials told AFP.

Erakal agreed the chasm
was deep, but said the
Amcricas could help to close
the gap.

"The Americans say they
want to play a role of interme-
diary, not arbitrator, broker or
partner. They refuse to pres-
sure Israel to lift the blockade
in the occupied territories or
to bridge the gap between us."
Erakat said.

The United States is playing
a larger role in this round,
holding almost daily talks with
both the Israeli and Arab par-
ticipants,

The New York Times said
Thursday that by demanding
"that everything be put on the
table at the start, they

[(Palestinians) threaten o para-
lyze the talks."

On Wednesday during
Isracli-Syrian talks, Israel said
it would discuss demilitarizing
the Golan Heights if Syria
demilitarised certain regions
as part of an overall peace

agreement, an lsracli source
said.

Scerctary of State Warren
Christopher satd the United
Stales would also provide se-
curity guarantees for the Golan
Heights to help Israel and
Syria reach an agreement [or
the plateau that Israel seized
in the 1967 war.

“This is the question of the
day,” said Itamar Rabinovich,
the chiefl of the Israeli delega-
tion, who stressed that Isracl
could not depend on outside
guarantees for its security.

In a statemcnt released on
Thursday, Christopher said
that the United States "will be
devoting a great deal of re-

sources Lhis week and in lu-
ture months™ to reaching a

durable peace agreement.

carry out searches for wanted Palestinians activists.

Elsewhere four fire bombs were Lthrown at an Israci bus on
the outskirts of Nablus in the West Bank on Thursday evening.
Hut none was hurt, an Isracl military source said.

Frlncil Billy Hilly became Prime Minister of the Solomon

Islands aflter defeating former
Mamaloni in a secret parlamentary

prlmr minister
ballot Friday, the pacific

news agency Pacnews sald, AFP reports from Horlana.
Governor General Sir George Lepping announced the re-
sult outside the steps of parliament

e said the vole was
Hilly,

close, bul did not give figures.
46, will be sworn in at a public ceremony at the
Lawson Tama Stadium and is expecled 1o name his cabinet in

the next few days, Pacnews said.

US SIates Arafat: “The Uniled States on

Wednesday accused Palestine
Chairman Yasser Aralat of "unhelpful and polemical argument
says Reuter from Washington.

Reacting to Arafat's speech lo the United Nations world
conference on human rights in Vienna, State Department
said, with peace talks underwa
Washington, “now is the time for all parties to work
comprehensive peace settlement and avoid unhelpful and

on human rights "

spokesman Mike Mccurry

po arguments in international fora.”

In a written statement, Mccurry also said,
States objects strongly to Arafat’s charges of a double standard
to human rights.”
proud to be at the forefront of the struggle for
rights and will continue to exert efforts to promote

in fts policy with respect
"We are
human

human rights objectives.”

the United

Muslim states' ageeal to UN:

Islamic states urged the Unil

ations Thursday to

denounce "naked Serblan aggression,” in Bosnia Herzegovina

and it a UN arms e

so that Bosnian Muslims can

defend themselves, Reuter reports from Vienna.
A draft declaration circulated at the UN world conference

on human rights in Vienna

the 52 nation Organisation of

the Islamic Conference [OIC) called for "forceful” action by
the Su'unt‘y Council to stop the killing in Bosnia.
Following a dramatic appeal on Tuesday by Bosnian Forcign

Minister Haris Silajdzic, the Vienna meeting unanimously

adopted a resolution calling on the Security Council to

take

-tthnmmlhrpmphn{ﬂwhntgcdﬂulhm:mhwn{

Gorazde

The resolution made no mention of lifting the arms em-
bargo. as the Bosnian government has long demandod.

Solomon

LLiberation Organisation

Former Japanese Finance Minister Isutomo Hata is surrounded by pnrters outside his
cdﬁcu on Thursday. Hata is a leader of dissident group from the Liberal Democratic Party
— AFP/UNB phut.n

VIENNA, June 18: My
shrugged off protests Thunda}'
against {its human rights
record and rejected any iInter-
ference in its internal affairs or
attempts to link the fssue to
development aid, reports AFP.

Foreign Minister U Ohn
Gyaw defended his country's
hardline views at the UN world
conference on human rights as
about 30 demonstrators stood
in the gallery wearing masks of
detained opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyl

Amnesty International ear-
Her reiterated its call for
Yangon to release Suu Kyi, a
Nobel Peace prize winner ar-
rested in 1989 by the
Myanmar junta that nullified
the opposition’s landslide win
in general elections.

But Ohn Gyaw rebuffed what
he called eflorts to impose
outside models of human
rights and said that such con-
cerns must be balanced with
the need of Myanmar and
other states to ensure stability
and economic development.

It is clear that any attempt
to use human rights to en-
croach on the essential domes-
tic jurisdiction of states and to
crode their sovereignty can
only result in confrontation
and spell chaos for the worid”,
he said.

The minister argued that
Myanmar was giving priority to
eradicating poverty as well as
developing its border areas
and national races. This, he
said, has allowed them for the
first time to enjoy full political

Myanmar opposes ]Jnkmg
human rights to aid

and civil rights.

He echoed the call of other
Asijan states al the two-week
conference here for industri-
alised nations to avoid double
standards and moves to use
human rights for political pur-
poses.

"Any attempt to Hnk devel-
opment assistance with human
rights is to debase those very
rights,” the chief Myanmar
diplomat said. "It bears to be
repeated that poverty is a ma-
jor obstacle preventing the full
employment of human rights.”

Asian states have been in
the forefront of resistance to
proposals to strengthen inter-
national policing of human
rights norms with measures
such as the appointment of a
UN Illigh Commissioner.
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Suharto appoints
45 members of
advisory body

JAKARTA, June 18: Indone-
sian President Suharto appoin-
ted today the 45 members of the
new Supreme Advisory Counetl
(DPA) which includes 12 former
Ministers, and several former
Governors and leading religious
lcaders, reports AFP.

The appointment of the
councils membership, whose
task is Lo reply to presidential
queries and submil proposals
or considerations to the
President on matters related to
the national interest, was made
by a presidential decree dated
and {ssued Friday.

"Membership is for a p-r.-rkrt:l
of five years ending 1998," said
U‘Itdt'rrﬂ: a copy of which was
obtained by AFP Friday.

The council will elect one
Chairman and four Vice
Chafrmen.

Fresh military strike
on LTTE positions

COLOMBO, June 18: Hun-
dreds of heavily-armed gov-
ermment troops backed by an
indefinite curfew advanced on
rebel positions in northern Shri
Lanka tudni following a fresh
military strike in the region, of-
firials satd, AFP.

However, t were no im-
mediate reports of fighting in
the Cheddikulam area in the
sprawling Vavuniya district
which is partly controlled by
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) guerillas, a mili-
tary spokesman said.

Troops launched the offen-
sive late Thursday a day after a
second batch of Tamil civilians
fled LTTE-held areas in
Cheddfkulam. Some 130 civil-
ians have crossed over to mili-
tary-dominated villages In
Vavuniya since Saturday.

The curfew imposed at dawn

Thursday was continued for a

second day today in operational

areas of Vavuniya and large

parts of neighbouring Mannar
disirict, the spokesman said,
adding he had no further de-
tafls.

The latest military assault
came six days after security
forces captured five rebel-held
villages in easterm Batticaloa
with few casualties. One soldier
and at least 12 LTTE rebels
were killed in that operation.

The LTTE is leading a violent
secessionist campaign in the
island's northeast for Shri
.anka's minority Tamils con-
centrated in the region.

Thousands have been killed
in the LTTE-jled independence

struggle.

WASHINGTON, June 18:
"President Bill Clinton's ad-
ministration s drafting new
criteria that would provide for
a much wider United States
military role in UN peacekeep-
ing operations,” the Washing-
ton Post said today, reports
Reuter.

It said "the proposed crite-
ria would allow US forces to
plan, train and participate in
any United Nations peacekeep-
ing operation that was justified
by general US interests.”

US participation is now
permitted only when its forces
are considered, essential 1o an

operation.

The Post guoted, "uniden-
tified officials as saying the
requirement had helped block
US forces [rom participations
in peacekeeping operations in
Cambodia, Lebanon, Kashmir

and Cyprus.”

"The new criteria are part
of a plan yet to be senl to
Clinton for approval,” the Post
said.

UN needs 1its

own military

LONDON, June 18: British
Foreign Secretary Douglas
Hurd said Thursday that the
United Nations needed its own
military and civilians stall to
oversee troop deployments,
reports AFP.

While recognising the UN's
cfforts in Cambodia, Somalia
and the former Yugoslavia he
said the organisation should bc
"Realistic about its capacities.”

"I believe the United
Nations has come to the stage
when the Secretary General
Boutros Boutros Ghali also
needs a general stafl, a core of
highly professional military
and civilian experts to act as
the organisation’'s nervous sys-
tem,” he said during the an-
nual banquet for foreign
diplomats in Britain.

Such a group would be re-
sponsible for planning and co-
ordinating rapid troop de-

ployment, he added.

Omar Abdel for
ouster of
Hosni Mubarak

JERSEY CITY (New Jersey),
June 18: An Egyptian Islamic
Leader Hving in the United
States since 1990 reiterated
Thursday his call for the over-
throw of Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak, reports AFP.

At a press confercnce at his
home near Jersey City(New
Jersey) Sheikh Omar Abdel
Rahman said, “The removal of
the Mubarak regime is a matter
that is a must in the Islamic
world ",

lie did not recommend vio-
lence.

Rahman, 55, and blind,
called on Washington to end its
support for the Egyptian
Government, saying, "America

ing to be held accountable
before the whole world”.

lle accused Egyptian
Authorities of torturing prison-
crs and Mubarak of lining his
pockets.

'Press Kuwait to
repeal death
sentences of

10 Palestinians’

CAIRO, June I8: ..Jnrdnn
urged the Arab League to
Kuwait into repealing ealh
sentences against 10
Palestinians convicted of col-
laborating with Iraq, sources
close to the League said
Thursday, reports AFP.

All the Palestinians hold
Jordanian passports.

Jordan gave the 2]1-member
Arab League a memorandums
saying that the Palestinians
were not given "the minimum
judicial guarantees required by
International law to ensure a
fair sentence,” one source said.

The Kuwaitli security court
on Saturday sentence to death
10 Palestinians convicted ol
collaborating during the 1990-
1981 Iraqi occupation ol
Kuwait.

WHO recommends reform in prisons to stop spread of AIDS

GENEVA, June 18: The Wor-
id Health Organtzation (WHO) is
recommending sweeping re-
forms in prisons in an effort 10
conirol, the spread of AIDS,
reports BSS.

Guidelines prepared on the
basis of a consultation orga
nized by WHO recommend
that condoms should be made
available io prisoners i any
possibility of sexual intercourse

needie-exchange pro-
grammes and providing bleach
to clean injecting equipment, f
such provisions are made for
the community at large

In all countries, prisons rep-
= ent a significant factor in
ransmission of HIV be-

cause there f8 a higher rate
among prisoners than among
the general population. The
consultation reviewed a survey
of 55 $ in 3] eountrics
carried out by the University
institute of Medicine in
Geneva for the WHO global

a significant amount of trans-

mission still occurs. Further-
more, the survey showed that
prisons vary widely when it
comes 1o backing up In-
ormation with preventive mea
sures such as the distribution
of condoms

The findings also revealed
that most of the prisons sur
veycd have no effective men
sures for preventing HIV trans-
mission through drug injecting
Nor do they have specific pro
grammes for women prisoncrs
even though thetr HIV rates are
ofien higher than those of men

“These important gaps are
specifically dealt with by our
new guideline, ™ says Dr Michac]
H Merson, Director of the
Global Programme on AIDS.
“They emphasize the link be
tween prisons and the world
outside. Individuals have (he
right to heailth care, including
preventive care, whether they
are incarcerated or not. If pris
oncrs have access to the same
eflective prevention methods
that are available outside

prison, this will benclit cvery-
one,”

To help prevent sexual
transmission in prisons, the
guidelines recommend that, as
well as providing information,
prison authorities or mecdical

services sheuld make condoms
avallable to prisoners if any

possibility of sexual contact
exists. At the same time, ag
gressive sexual behaviour such
as rape or the exploitation of
vuinerable prisoners should be
combated with adequate
stafling, surveillance and disct

plinary sanctions, as well as by
providing education. The
guidelines recommend that
more attention should be given

to prison health services in all
of the systems studied

To deal with the problem of

HIV transmission through drug
injecting. the guidelines rec
ommend  that in counirics
where bicach is available o in
jecting drug users in the com-
munity, the distribution of di
luted bleach should be allowed
in prisons housing Injecling
drug users. Also where clean
syringes and needles are avall
able to drug injectors outside
prisons, Lhe authorities should
consider supplying clean injoct
ing material to iInmales during
detention.

On the question of HIV test
ing. the guidelines stress that
confidential voluntary testing,
together with pre-test and post
test counselling, should be
avaflable when voluntary testing
and counselling is avallable in
the community, however, such

testing should only be allowed
with the informed consent &
the prisoner. Compulsory test-
ing would be “unethical, incl-
fective and discriminatory”,

Dr Merson says. "Many na-
tional AlIDS programmes are
making encouraging headway in
their efforts to prevent new
HIV infections and to provide
care to people with HIV or AIDS,
But these advances in the
community now need to be
matched by AIDS prevention
and care in prisons. Our new
guidelines take a realistic ap-
proach to what can and should
be done in prisons. I they are
used (o help formulate prison
policics, they can make a major
coniribution le slowing the
spread of HIV infection.”

Giggle clinic to cheer him up

LONDON: British Prime Minister John Major, whdse
popularity is at a record low, has turned to a gigp,]c rlirm to
cheer himself up, Britain's g A
Daily Mirror newspaper said
on Friday, reports Reuter.  °

’sychotherapist Robert = &
llolden told the paper that | 7§
Major's Personal Secretary ' 27~
had asked for detafls of his = &
clinic, which teaches people §E N
how to combat stress by
having a good laugh.

"Major could do with a | &
spell at one of laughter -
clinics,” Holden said. “He
comes across as completely ¢
humourless.” :

lis first advice for Major, | ¢
often dubbed as “grey” for "
his lack of charisma, would
be to try “transcendental
chuckling®™ — sitting cross-
legged in front of his wife
Norm and a mirror and
laughing for two minutes for
no reason whatsoever,

"We'll forgive a man
anything — body odour, a
criminal reecord — but never a
lack of sense of humour,” Holden said.

Folic acid can halve
congenital defects

LONDON: “A daily dose of Multivitamin tablets including
Folic Acid taken by women around the time of conception
could almost halve the rate of major congenital abnormalities
in babies,” a study published in the British Medical Journal
said on Friday, says Reuter.

Dr Andrew F Czetzel of the National Institute of Hygiene in
Budapest who conducted the controlled trial in Hungary said.
“the results could help prevent the cause of birth defects.”

"It is a major finding because it will be helpful in
preventing Neural Tube defects and congenital
abnormalitics,” he said in a tclephone interview.

Czeizel analysed 4,156 pregnant women who had been
given Multivitamins including Folic Acid, a form of vitamim
Hﬂ' or who had taken Placebos which have no physiologiesl
effect.

“The rate of major congenital abnormalities...? Was nearly
double in the group that received trace elements (Placebos)
compared with the group receiving Multivitamins,” the
British Medical Journal said in a statement about the report
on Flr-da}'

Abnormalities classed as major congenital defects include
Cleft Plate, absence of Kidneys and Down's syndrome.

“The rate of congenital abnormalities in the trace element
group (67 per 1,000 births) is close to the expected figure
for Hungary of 65 per 1,000 births,” the Journal said.

According to the study, Neural Tube defects, such as the
absence of the skull and brain and spina bipida in which part
of the spinal cord is exposed through a gap in the backbone,
could also be appreciably rcduced by giving Multivitamin

supplements. .
That’s a great tie

WASHINGTON: President Bill Clinton didn’t take the shirt
ofl a reporter’s back but he did take a Mickey Mouse tic {rom
a journalist after a news conference o1 Thursday, rtpuru
Reuter.

In this first jelevisgd give: T '
and-take with reporters
during the main evening
viewing hours in the United [

|
|
|

'1 .4;; r

States, Clinton admired the
garish, red and white tie
when he called on Reuter |
correspondent Gene Gibbons
for a question.

*That's a t tie”, the
President oa.lcf";mckhng. "1
just wish the American
people could see this tie”.

“Some people believe that
that's what the White Housc
press corps is all about, Mr
president. — Mickey Mouse,” |
the reporter joked. f

After the news conflerence
ended, Clinton returned o
the White House east room
wearing the tie.

*Gene [didn't take) the
shirt ofl his back, but at least
the tie off his neck. It's great contribulion o us,” the
President said.

Gibbons had given the necktie to White House npnlu::mn
Dee Dee Myers alter the press conference ended,

Clinton has been trying to patch up an uncasy r:luthmhip
with the media. The televised news conlference, his third in
four days, was part of a well-orchestrated public relatjons
campaign designed o redefine him and his record. :

RUSSIA: A young man dressed as a soldier, tries to pu

out a golden tooth from a skull near the town of Kaloge on
June 15. This man is part of a p trying to make money
out of exhuming remains o’ German soldiers HM .
during World War II. — AFP/UNB phote

Women be excluded

WASHINGTON: A Pentagon panel ha: recommended that
women be excluded from some ground war units in which
they now serve, despite a call by the US Defence Secretary for
more combat jobs for women, The Was! ington Post reported
on Friday, says Reuter.

It nidt}tlubpm:!n{lrﬂtﬂuyuﬂhcﬁwkmqmmh
carry out Les Aspin's policy had recommended that

women be excl from units that acceom :{ ground
combat units in war or have a high prcbability of becomding .

En'Fd in combat.
*If you adopted this, you wouldn't have women in Somalia, |
Hosni, the Persian Gulf, anywhere®, the newspaper quoted .

an unidentified officer as saying,
It said the recommendation was likely to be fevised before
the Military's final women-in-combat recommendations go to

:Em.htreﬂuchdm-rdﬂnﬂm esistance to Aspin’s

The subpanel, haired by Marine Licutenant Colone! Eugene
Brindle, mnde the recommendation »djecause of “foreed
intimacy and lack of privacy on the battiefield, traditional
western values of men feeling the responsibility to pretect
women (and) dysfunctional relationshipe.” the Post said.




