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Power’ s Pariah Treatment

By Nilratan Halder

In this city of stark inequalilies. contradic-
tions and the opposite, skyscrapers and slums
arc no longer in dispute to discover themselves
as neighbours. Certainly, the amenities and
facilities in the form of public utilities vary —
much the same way the economic activilies in
their respective ambicnce take place. Yet some
spill-over benefits are supposed to give mutual
gains to the unequal neighbours. In a economic
venture, even the smallest cog is npt thought
to be indispensable.

However, some arcas in this ever-expanding
metropolis seem to have gone out of a few pub
lic utilities' reckon- "
ing. The Dhaka Elec-
tric. Supply Authd-
rity, the creation of
which generated eon-
ough heat and con
tradictions, pronij
sed so much for the
residents of this
city! But it nefther
started with a bang
nor ended with a
whimper: it has sim-
ply degenerated in
certain arcas —arcas
the DESA by now
has started ftrea-
ting like pariahs.
This metropolis is
divided into zones
and areas where
even public utilitics
must not be equally
gencrous o reach their benelits.

One such area, once ol the twins, covers a
large part of Mirpur starting from Agargaon
Taltola upto section 10. Power disruption has
become endemie Lo say the least. It is humanly
impossible to k#ep track of the discontinuation
of this essential utility service. Power, better
say energy, consumption is a measure of the
quality of life or of the development of a coun-
try, the wise of our times would readily agree.
If this is also true for a particular locality, the
inhabitants of the area in question should be
relegated to a position even the country's aver-
age energy consumption fligure would not be
willing to accommodatc. Q-

The pattern [if therv is any pattern at all) of
power disruption in the arca suffers [rom fir-
regularities to an alternate duplication with the
other of the twins, parts of Cantonment start-
ing from Kafrul in the south to Manikdi In the
north. Indeed the ingenuily of the power dis-

eas! side of the runway of the old airport is
lucky Lo enjoy the generosity of the DESA in
the cvening, the west of the runway, without
fail. will have to make do without electricity
and be fated to plunge in pitch darkness. If one
hopes against hope that the much sought after
power will be restored soon to facilitate the
viewing of a rare quality TV programme, the
agonising wail may never come to an end. The
cuphoric ecstasy in the eastern part however,
more often than not, will come to an abrupt
end.

The absence of the ubiquitous electrieity for
hours together in
the western part of
the hapless area is
thus suddenly ended
and the process
goes on and on until

the powcr-wielders
deeide that both
parls have had

cnough of the hide-
and-scck game and
now qualificd "to
have a simultancous
boon of their grace.
Funnily, {f the
residents of one part
is deprived of the
carly part of a TV
programme, Lhey
may be compensated
in a rather qucer
way through res-
torittion  of  power
supply jL’ before the eculhinination ull-‘m[he
Programime. The powernw al least, tannot be
bi.imed for outright discrimination of their
tr« atment. So considerate they arc that ncither
of the two localities have been allowed to have
a full viewing time.

Compared to this loss of TV programimes,
the loss of study to students and others is
howe¢ver considered colossal. Il electricity
takes its routinely leave, say at about eight at
night, it will not reappear before 10 pm and by
this time the mosquitoes are ready to make a
mincemeat of anyone staying outside a
mosguito net. So what is the option? Just go to
bed and start dozing. However, if the heal is
intolerable, one only tries to move about any-
thing one can lay one's hand on with the sole
purpose of keeping the body cool and the tiny
insects at bay,. Il the [anning is inconvenient,
the final cxercise one can resort to is cursing
the luck and praying for reappearance of the

tributionmen is unequalled. If the arca on the

Dhaka-Moscow
cultural exchange
programmes
discussed

The high-level officials of
the' Russian Federation and
Bangladesh met Thursday at
the conference room of the

of Cultural Affairs to
mutual cooperation
in the field of culture, educa-

tion, science, technology,
_ sports, and mass media, re-
ports BSS,

Ambassador of Russian Fe-
deration in Bangladesh E S
Shevchenko and Joint Secre-
tary of Cultural Ministry Md
Moslem AH led their re-
spective sides. The visiting
high officials of Russian Fedc-
ration including Ceunsecllor of
Cultural Relations of Foreign
Ministry P Laszovik and Cultural
and Foreign Ministry of
Bangladesh were present at
the meeting.

The meeting discussed in
details the signing of a cultural

precious power,

Downpour likely

By Staff Correspondent

Under the influerice of a land depression crossing over
Bangladesh, moderate rain or thunder shower accompanied
by gusty or squally wind will continue over most ol the places
of the country during the next 24 hours commmencing 6 am

today.

Day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged dur:

ing this period.

The Met office forecasts heavy downpour is likely at a few
places over Chittagong, Barisal and Dhaka divisions till 6 pm

today.

The country's highest temperature yesterday of 28.5 dc-
gree Celsius was recorded in Teknafl and the lowest of at 22.2

degree was recorded in Chit
The country

experienced rainfall at most of the places

yesterday. Rainfall recorded during the day yesterday were:

Chit

Teknafl 54 mm,

ng 112 mm, Dhaka 66 mm. Khepu
Bogra 51 mm, Patuakhali 46 mim, Sandwip 45

para 63 mm,

mm, and Rajshahi 41 mm. Other places experienced rainfall

below 40 mm.

The sun sels today Saturday

at 6,48 pm and risecs

tomorrow (Sunday) at 5.11 am. The maximum amd the

minimum temperature and humidity

recorded in some of the

major cities and towns of the country yesterday were:

Work to set up
democratic
society : Speaker

The Speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad, Shatkh Razzaque Ali
yesterday underscored the
need for putting in concerted
efforts by all concerned to
solve basic national problems,
reports BSS,

He was speaking as chief
guest at the District Awards
Presentation Ceremony '93 of
Rotary Club at a city hotel, a
PID handout said.

The function, organised by
Rotary Club of Dhanmondi, was
presided over by District Go-
vernor Rotarian L K Siddique
MP.

Speaker ue Ali said
that this wa?zthz:lcat time to
take coordinated efforts by
voluntary organisations to work
for the well being of common
man. In this context, he high-
lighted the various activities of
Rotary Clubs throughout the
country to serve the humanity.
He urged all to work for the
establishment of democratic
society on a solid foundation.

Earlier, the Speaker dis-
tributed prizes among the
Rotarians for their activities in
various fields.

Pamtmg show
of nine artists
begins

A fortnightly exhibition of
painting and art works of nine
eminegt artists of the country
began Thursday at the
Shilpakala Academy Art Gallery
here, reports BSS.

National Prof Abdur Razzak
inaugurated the exhibition, ti-
tled 'Nine Modern Artists of
Bangladesh’ in which works ol
S M Sultan, Mohammad Kibria,
Aminul Islam, Murtaza Bashir,
Abdur Razzak, Quayum Chou-
dhury, Syed Jahangir, Debdas
Chakrabarty and Kazi Abdul
Basct are on display.

A bogk with the same litle,
'‘Nine Modern Artists of
Bangladesh,' was also pub-
lished on the occasion.

National Prof Razzak said
during the last 50 years artists
including Zainul Abedin had
played a significant role in en-
riching the national heritage.

o
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Emdad gcts top
Rotary Intl

award

Rtn Emdadul Huque, past
president of Rotary Club of
Dhaka was considered one of
dedicated and distinguished
Rotarians by the RI Board of
Directors which also decided
to honour him with the RI

Amir Khasru Mdhmud an MP of the ruhng party, speaking at a discussion on the hudget for
- 93-94 fiscal organised by the Bangladesh Economic Association at the Planning and Deve-
lopment Academy in the city yesterday. Also seen (from left) D'r Debapriya Bhattachariya,

Abdul Bayes, Prof Anisur Rahman and Rashed Khan Manun
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Joint efforts of males, females
vital for overall progress

"We need a broader socio-
« conomic agenda to translate
it into a strong political com-
mitment through democratic
process for achieving overall
progress of the country.”

This was observed at a sem-
inar here yesterday where the
speakers also stressed the
need for joint efforts of both
th+ sexes to reach the goal,
reports BSS,

The seminar on "Young
women in Bangladesh and
their life choices” organised by
the Socicly for International
Development (SID), Bangla-
desh chapler, was held at the
BIRDEM auditorium with its
President AT M Shamsul Huqg
in the chair.

Former uty Minisler for
Health Ms. Mabud Fatema
Kabir presented the keynote
paper. Prof Jahanara Huq and®
SID executive committee
members Syed Ali Kabir and
Dr. Quazi Khol Ah-
mad participated in the dis-
cussion.

Ms Mabud Fatema Kabir in
her paper said women were

used to be Lreated as assets in
a family even a few decades ago
but, at present, their position
was being devaluated and de-

graded in the family
In this respcct, she men-

tioned dowry, early marriage,
divorce, desertion, poligamy,
malc domination, less acgess

o jobs and schepls, scxual
ﬂhuar, prostitution, lack of
[reedom and lack of security as
main tr being faced by
the country’s womenfolk.

The former deputy ministcr
said women of very poor lami-
lies oflten enjoy more [recdom
and control over their lives
than those of higher incomc

groups.
"Freedom ¢f movement and

Expo,rt of shrimp
to USA on rise

Bangladesh's export of
shrimp and [rozen fish to the
United States has been rising
rapidly, reports BSS.

The Eastern Seafoods of
Dhaka has received an order
from the Farport International
of USA to export shrimp worth
10 milliun US dollars urgently.

choices are restricted in the
educated families because of
their social status while Lhose
of the middle class and poor
families are secking migration
and jobs due to the challenges
born out of the critical
dilemma they are facing,” she
said.

Pref. Jahanara Huq ex-
pressed her satisfaction that
the womenlolk had been inte-

grated into the :development
process of the fourth five-year
plan.

She called for withdrawing
the quota system for women
on the job ficlds and observed
that competition in terms of
talents and merits should be
the criteria of putting oneself,
irrespective of sex, into the

posts of both job and labour
markets.
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Bangladeshis in
Vienna host

reception to FM

The Bangladesh scientists
and other professionals work-
ing with the IAEA UNIDO
_i;;‘ viennarhmtcd a reception

ursday for Foreign Minister
ASM Mzt.laﬂzur . now
in Vienna, according to a
message received here, re-

Esgurﬂgn Minister ex-
changed views with the expa-
triate Bangladeshis and en-
Auired about their welfare.

The Foreign Minister also
visited the exhibition and stall
set up by the Bangladeshi NGO
groups in the Austria Inter-
national Centre, Vienna.
Bc!gum Sigma Huda, wife of the
Information Minister, ex-
plained to Foreign Minister
the various aspects of the stall.
He appreciated the efforts of
the Bangladeshi NGO's repre-
sent the human rights is-

Bangladesh.

Rahman is in Vienna to at-
tend World Human Rightn
Conference.

The Foreign Minister llll
attended a mecting of the
Islamic foreign ministers here
which was held in the sideline
of the World Conference on
Human Rights. The issue of
barbaric violation of human

rights in Bosnia- Herzegovina

mcs?m" Minister made

an emphatic intervention sup-
porting the proposal for inser-

tion of special paragraph on
Bosnia-Herzegovina in the final
declaration of the World

| Conference on Human, Rights.

(1)

Dhaka-1000.

(ii) Representatives from the ICB

(iii)
(iv)

Representatives from the CCI
Representatives from the BUET (tocha:k the com puter software)

NOTICE TO APPLICANTS TO THE PUBLIC ISSUE

Oversubscription of the Public Issue was advised tifrough the English
and Vernacular dailies on 23rd April, 1993. As per the conditions of the
prospectus we applied to the Controller of Capital Issue (CCI) on 6 June
1993 for allotment of shares. The CCI instructed us to hold a lottery
| through the computer on 15 June 1993 in accordance with their explicit
instructions and software in the presence of :

Representatives from the Dhaka Stock Exchange

=
APEX FOOTWEAR LIMITED
Regd. Office : 65-66, Motijheel C/A !

This was done accordingly and the CCI has apprwad the llltﬂflul:ﬂlllful '
and unsuccessful applicants which has been sent to :

(i) Dhaka Stock Exchange '
i) ICB
(iii) Agrani Bank, Amin Court Branch, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka
(iv) IFIC Bank, Federation Branch, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka
(v) Banque Indosuez, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka
(vi) Standard Chartered Bank, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka
(vii) State Bank of India, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka.

Letters of Allotment are ready and may be collected from the registered
office of the company. After 18 July 1993 the letters of allotment will be
sent through ordinary mail at the risk of the applicants.

Refund warrants are also ready and may be cpllected from the registered
office of the company starting from 26th June, 1993. After 25th July,
1993 the refund warrants will be sent through ordinary mail at the risk

of the applicants.

exchange programme for the Cities /Towns Tcntpcrntjrt Humidity in Scrvice Above Self Award. U.Ahmed: Chairman. of
term 1993-66. The maticrs of degree Celsius Percentage Rin Emdad's honour is a
cultural delegation exchange, . Max Min 9am 6 pm greal achievemenl for the ro- ::E!E.:“;E;;:?::ﬂd:: E;H:hh: We take this thnmt!“m“mth‘“k‘uﬂ“ IPFhﬁIﬂtlfﬂ' their
cultural me exchange, Dhaka 26.8 25.2 93 95 lary movement ol Bangladesh eIk has rggelvcd the trust and confidence in t,hu company. |
scholarship programme in Chittagong 26.4 22.2 07 100 #~ no other Rotarfan in the | .. r‘nm tie: U8 ‘Dred on '
science and technology scc Rajshahi 25.8 246 100 95 past could earn such honour. June 11,1993 and hoped t By order of the Board
_tors, exchange the visit of Khuina 26.4 25.6 - - liis services include estab- | . black tiger headless . |
journalists and radio, TV pro- Barisal 26.6 23.8 100 07 lishment of a Rotary College at 'Ath;lE bnlicns lid led .n& Dhaka : Shib Shankar Chahahorty X
grammes and other relevant Cox's Bazar 28.0 25.0 07 092 Austagram, Nine Rolary Gndeetned shrtis 'P::ﬁh 10 D.M . lgth JIIIIE, 1993 Cmm,' Sum &
issues also came up for discus- Sylhet = 275 24.7 05 ] Primary Schools, Scven Eye million US dnllarapmth{n a few : V) |
stor. Dinajpur 26.6 24.8 96 290 and Dental camps. s )
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We like to think the world revolves around the new Pajero.
Actually, it's the other way around.
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