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Benazir accuses Sharif
of harassment

ISLAMABAD, June 17: Pa-
kistani opposition leader
Benazir Bhutto accused Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif's gov-
ernment on Wednesday of ha-
rassing her and her followers
despite its avowed commit-
ment to political rapproche-
ment, reports Reuter,

In a speech to parliament
she called on the beleaguered
government to reach a quick
settlement on political issues
with opposition parties before
it was too late.

Bhutto, opening the
National Assembly (lower
house) debate on the budget
for fiscal 1993-94, said the
telephones of her and her fam-
ily were bugged, she was under
surveillance by the govern
ment’s intelligence burcau and
her mail was being censored.

‘Shame, shame,®™ cried
deputies of her Peoples
Democratic Alliance (PDA)

when she levelled the charges
a day after opposition and
governmenl negotiators re-
ported progress in reconcilia-
tion talks.

Sharif initiated the talks
after the Supreme Court re-
stored his government last
month, 39 days after he was
summarily sacked by
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan

No government comment
was immediately available.

‘It does not bode well for
the democratic credentials of a
born-again democratic regime
to keep lhe leader and
members of the opposition
under tabs,” Bhutto said.

She said Sharifs govern-
ment was continuing what she
called “political and economic
persecution” of the opposition,
citing special courts that have
been hearing charges against
her and several of her close
aides for nearly three years.

These trials were initiated
after Ishaq Khan sacked
Bhutto as premier in August
1990 aficr just 20 months in

office and ordered [resh clec
tons, which Sharif won.

PDA representatives do
mandéd mid-term elections in
October in talks on Tuesday
with the government, which
appeared to roll back [rom its
longtime opposition to polls
before the expiry of its five-
year term in late 1995,

Bhutto said her three-point
formula for a solution to pre-
sent disputes comprised for-
mation of a national govern-
ment of all parties, introduc-
tion of constitutional reforms
and immediate fresh elcctions

under that constitutional pack- -

age.

“There is no other way for-
ward.”

She advised Sharil's gov-
ernment 1o act before the
cuphoria of his court victory
in his power struggle with
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan
died down.

*Act now, act before it is
too late, to build democracy,
the rule of law, a just and egali-
tarian society,” she said.

Since the May 26 Supreme
Court restoration of his gov-
ernment, Sharif has faced hos-
tile governments in all four
provinces.

“What stability, what
strength can a beleaguered
federal government give to
Pakistan when its writ does
not run beyond Islamabad?”
Bhutto asked.

“Let us both together,
harbingers of a new genera-
tion, think of the national in-
terest,” she told Sharif. "Let us
put the country first.”

Sharif needs Bhutto's sup-
port to obtain the two-thirds
majority needed {n parliament
to amend the constitution and
curb the President's power 1o
dissolve parliament.

Bhutto's representatives
said on Tuesday they wanted
the government to announce a
date for elections before the
two sides discussed constitu-
tional and electoral reforms.

US House body report
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the state of democracy in
Bangladesh” mentioned that
(it} *salutes the people of
Bangladesh for their success in
bringing democracy to their
country.” However, it observed
*that democratic institutions
in Bangladesh are still fragile
and vulnerable.”

The committee members
wished the people of
Banglagesh ‘“well in their
quest for a-stable democracy”
and said it is “prepared to
support requests that would
help promote the objective.”

Besides its concern about
political pluralism, human
rights and economic develop-
ment in Bangladesh, the House
Subcommittee showed its in-
terest in the plight of the ap-
proximately 2,50,000 "Roh-
ingya refugees who had fled
into Bangladesh seeking to
escape persecution by the
military regime in Burma.”

The report noted that
“Bangladesh has been remark-
ably hospitable to the
Rohingyas, despite the strain
this has placed on scarce
Bangladeshi resources:” It
went on 1o mcoention that
“Unfortunately, credible re¢-
ports surfaced last year indi-
cating that the Bangladeshis
were coercing some refugees
to return to Burma, and had
denied UN personnel [free ac-
cess to Rohingya  refugee
camps, in violation of earlicr
Bangladeshi pledges.”

However, the
Subcommittee stated that it
“is pleased to receive more
recent reports indicating that
the Bangladeshis have stopped
forcible returns and are allow-
ing officials representing the
UN High Commissioner for
Refugees more access to the
camps.”

The report lauded the May
1993 agreement between
Bangladesh and the UN gov-
erning access to refugee
transit eamps and called upon
the government of Bangladesh
to continue “its cooperation
with UNHCR and other relief
agencies in an eflort to allevi-
ate some of the hardships
faced by these unfortunate
refugees.” The Subcommitiee
members supported a gener-
ous US contribution to the UN
Rohingya reliefl effort.

The Subcommitiee
took nale of an
signed bciween
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agreement
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and India "to repatriate thou-
sands of Chakma tribes people
who fled their homes in the
early 1980s to escape fighting
by Shanti Bahini rebels seck-
ing autonomy for the Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts bordering
India and Burma’.

The Subcommittee stlated
that it joins with the (US] ex-
ecutive branch ®in urging that
this 20-year-old insurgency be
settled by peaceful negotia-
tion". It mentioned that it was
“pleased to note (that] a dia-
logue between Dhaka and the
Shanti Bahini appears to be
underway”, and added that the
(committee] members “will
continue to monitor reports of
human rights violations by ei-
ther the Shanti Bahini or the
government in the Hill
Tracts.”

Khaleda meets
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Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

will chair the meeting which will
be followed by the parliamen-
tary party meeting on Saturday.

Today's meeting will be the
second major assemblage in six
months since the ruling party
held an extended central work-
ing committee meeting in
January.

Party stalwarts, failing to
read the mind of the PM, specu-
lated that the chairperson
would deliver an important
speech cautioning the MPs and
ministers like Nurul Huda who
have alrcady rafsed some con-
troversies.

"It will be an open [loor to
discuss organisational and
other party affairs,” one party
MP said.

e also said the winding-up
speech of the chalrperson as
Leader of the House on the
budget debate later this month
and issues like the long-pend-
ing National Council of the
party may also feature in to-
day's discussions.

BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukder told The
Daily Star last night: "No spe-
cific resolution will be adopted
after the meeting because there
is no agenda.”

He said the meeting would
be limited to organisational fis-
sues.

He refuted speculation that
the meeting was convened
ahead of a possible cabinet
shakc—up.
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Marine Lieutenant General Henry C Stackpole, Comma
and Commanding General, Fl

Begum Khaleda Zia at her office

-

nder of US Marine Forces Pacific
eet Marine Forces Pacific, yesterday called on Prime Minister

— PID photo

Changes In

administration
By Staff Correspondent

A few more transfers and
appointments under different
ministries were announced
yesterday.

Under the new arrange-
ment, Saifur Rahman who was
an Officer on Special Duty
(OSD) in the Ministry ol
Establishment has been ap-
pointed the Director General
(DG) of the Bureau of Anti-
Corruption, according to a Pl
handout.

Toulig-e-Elahi Chowdhury,
Bir Bikram, OSD in the
Establishment Ministry has
been appointed the Secretary
of the Food Ministry.

Additional Secretary Fazlur
Rahman, OSD in the
Establishment Ministry, has
been given additional charges
of the Ministry of llealth and
Family Planning.

Joint Secretary of the
Finance Ministry Sohel Ahmed
Chowdhury has been made the
Managing Director of the

- House Building Finance
Corporation.
Brigadier Kazi Mahmud

[lossain psc has been ap-
pointed the Chairman of the
Khulna Development Authority.

DC-10 pilot
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The source said that the
ZIA's control tower tape would
be cross checked with that of
the 'black box' in which the
conversation between the
Dhaka control and the pilot was
also recorded.

The decoding of the black
box' would make it clear under
what circumstances Captain
Azizullah made the risky land-
ing of the aircraft on a flight
from Jeddah on May 18.

Some 135 passengers and
crew survived unhurt while the
aircraft sustained major struc-
tural damage during the land-
ing.

Group Captain Nazmul Huq
Chowdhury, Director (Opera-
tion) of the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAAB] and Chair-
man of the probe body flew 1o
London Wednesday with the
'black box' for its decoding,

The committee would [i-
nalise its report after getting
the transcript of the ‘black box,
one Civil Aviation source said,
adding that submission of the
final report might be delayed by
two to three weeks. He did not
elaborate.

The committec was given
one moth's time to complete the
investigation. That deadline
expires June 20.

The source said that initial
findings point to pilot error.

Meanwhile, the manufactur-
ers of the DC-10, McDonnell
Douglas, have submitted a re-
port assessing the damage of
the aircraft which, they feel,
needs structural repairing, elec-
trical re-wiring, engine over-
hauling and other components
lesting.

The representlatives ol the
manufacturers who flew into
the capital immediately alter
the accident, left Dhaka last
week to consult their head-
quarters and to finalise the
damage assessment and
translate it into financial terms.

Engineers of Biman and
Alitalia were now continuing
with initial repair works at the
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returns
to Cambodia

PHNOM PENH, June 17:
Prince Norodom Chakrapong,
who led a secessionist move-
ment in the eastern provinces
before fleeing to*Vietnam, re-
turned to Cambodia

Russia, Ukraine agree to
split Black Sea Fleet

MOSCOW, June 17: Russia
and Ukraine agreed today to
speed up plans to divide the
3lack Sea Fleet of the former
Soviet Navy between them and
build their own naval forces in
the region, an official commu-
nique stated, reports AFP.

The agreement, signed by
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
and Ukrainian President Leonid
Kravchuk following one-day
summit talks north of Moscow,
stipulated that the Russian fleet
would remain based at the
Crimean port of Sevastopol and
‘'other parts of Ukraine'.

The communique said the
two leaders had signed the
agreement in’ principle and left
lower officials to work out de-
tails.

Under an accord reached
last summer, the fleet was to
have remained under joint
command until 1995 by which
time final plans for its division
were to have been ready.

The agreement reached by
Yeltsin and Kravchuk on divid-
ing the fleet is subject to ratifi-
cation by the parliaments of
both countries, the commu-

The fleet 'has been under
joint Russian-Ukrainian com-
mand since Yeltsin and
Kravchuk reached the agree-
ment at Yalta last August and
the immediate implications of
Thursday's accord for that
command structure were not
clear.

Today's summit came amid a
deepening crisis surrounding
the fleet after more than 200
fleet vessels last month hoisted
the Russian naval flag in
protest at conditions offered by

Kiev and in a sign of alleglance
with Russia.

The dispute over the power-
ful fleet has been a chief sore
point in relations between the
two states since the breakup of
the Soviet Unjon in 1991 and
has rckindled a dispute over
which country should control
the Crimea.

The communique also stated
that Yeltsin had to offer
Ukraine unspeci security
guarantees once its parliament
ratified the START-I nuclear
disarmament trea'v and the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty

(NPT).

(nigue stated.

Australian male beauty queen, Damian Taylor brushing

his hair prior to a television interview .in Australia
yesterday. Taylor has received unprecedented attention
from overseas media and model agencies caught up with
the idea of a man breaking through the female bastion of

beauty contests.

— AFP photo

Uphold human ri ghts_
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cept of the human rights and
present state of human rights
situations in different parts of
the world, said viclations ol
human rights are taking place
despite many a measure taken
up by the international com-
munity to prevent such viola-
lions.

He said human rights viola-
tions are taking place in dif-

ferent places sometlimes in -

small manner and sometimes
in a massive way.

"It is our observation that
the more powerful is the viola-
tor the lesser is the action it
draws from world community
whereas the less powerful
draws almost all kinds of at-
tention and actions”, the

Foreign Minister said.
Rahman referred to so

many resolutions adopted by
the United Nations Gencral
Assembly, the Security Council
and other agencies and added
that pathetically the human
righls violations still go on.
"They are going on not far

from here — in the heart of
Europe, the Middle East, in
Africa and in many olther

places,” he said and noted with
extreme pain that somehow
the Muslims, whether minority
or majority, are victims of
worst human rights violations
in most cascs,

"They are even denied the
basic rights of sell-defence and
seilf-determination” the
Foreign Minister said, adding:

"Dual attitude and selectivity
on our parl must go lo make

human rights valucs universal
and scll-sustaining.”

Rahman said politicisation
of minor issues out of propor-
tions only trivialises the sacred
concept and values ol human
rights and called for giving up
such tendencies,

"Unjust and manipulative
use of command of the inter-
natlional languages, world press
and electronic media against
minor violators while treating
the major ones with kind-
gloves are cases of overkill, not
cure for the deeper malaise
that beset us”, he observed,

The Foreign Minister said
that the current world confer-
ence could not avoid such crit-

ical self —rcxarni nation and cor-
rection il 11 were o be sincerc

lo the purposes.

The Foreign Minister in
this context ,reiteriated
Bangladesh's commitment to
the principles of the charter of
the United Nations and hence
as its component in the valid
ity of the human rights princt
ples.,

‘1L is part ol our culture and
constitution — we have a func
libning democracy in  our
country with complete trans
parency of action”, he categor
fcally told the conference,

Rahman sald the govern
ment is fully accountable (o the
people and parliament with

. the press enjoying full freedom

and the opposition being as-
sertive.

s —

Four killed in
Ctg road
mishap

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, June 17:

Four people were killed and
eight others injured in a tragic
road mishap in front of
Rearuddin Bazar, located in the
heart of the city here lale
Wednesday night, police said.

Among the dead only one
person was identified as Abul
Kalam.

The injured persons, mostly
labourers, were admitted in the
Chittagong Medical Collcge
Hospital ,doctors said,

They are Abul Kasem, 20,
Md Zafar, 30, Mushtaque
Ahmed, 30, Abdul Hamid, 20,
Badshah Meah, 22, Md Amin
27, Mofazzal Nabi, 25, and
Aminul Haque, 40

According to police, the
driver of a bus — Chatta Mctro
Ba-02-0014 — suddenly lost
control while taking a turn at 2-
30 am and ran over some
labourers en in unloading
vegetables from a truck —
Chatta Metro Ta-02-0044 — in
front of Reazuddin Bazar.

Two persons died on the spot
while two others succumbed to
their injuries at the CMCH.

Immediately after the acci-
dent both the drivers of bus and
the truck fled the scene.

A case was filed in this con-
nection with Kotwali police.

Police still
hunting for

Akhtaruzzaman

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. June 17:
Police continued their hunt
here for Akhtaruzzaman
Chowdhury Babu, an accused in
the murder of businessman
Humayun Zahir, but could not
locate him yet.

A senior police official here
said, "We are making all out ef-
forts in collecting information
about Babu's whereabouts in a
bid to arrest him.”"

Meanwhile, sources said
that there has been a rumour
about Babu fleeing the country,
spread with the intention of
diverting the atiention of law
enforcing agencies.

Earlier, Kotwali thana po-
lice here raided the hill-top
residence of Babu at Sarson
Road and attached all movable
property.

The attachment was done
as per order issued by the
Court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate, Dhaka.

The court also issued the
warrant of arrest against
Akhtaruzzaman when he failed
to surrender to the court by
June 12 after cancellation ofl
his ad-interim bail.

Leadin businessman
Humayun Zahir was shot dead
at his Dhanmondi residence in
Dhaka on April 8.

60 killed
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in the direction of Aideed'’s resi-
dence. His militia is held re-
sponsible for the June 5 slaying
of 23 Pakistani peacekecpers.

Small arms fire rattled round
the ruined capital and reporter
said- battles were raging be-
tween UN forces and Somali
gunmen along the October 21
Road, where the Pakistanis
were ambushed.

Unconfirmed reports said the
convoy of tanks and armoured
personnel carriers was sur-
rounded by an angry mob as it
neared Aideed's residence,

Reporters watching from the
roof of a hotel in Central
Mogadishu saw the sky around
Afdeed’s residence glow orangt
from the flame of burning am-
munition. A house belonging to
one of Aideed's closest support-
ers, Ahmed Omar Jess, was on -

fire.

UN Special Representative
Jonathan Howe said he had or-
dered General Aideed's arrest
following UN investigations inlo
the deaths of 23 Pakistanis, al-
legedly killed by Aideed's militi-
amen, and the deaths of Somali
civillans allepedly used as hu-
man shields by Aidecd gunmen
during an altack on the
Pakistanis.

"General Aideed at this peint
is a threat to the safety of
Somalis and to the international
community and therefore he
must be detained,” Howe said

Aideed will be charged with
crimes against humanity, an
other UN spokesman said.

Aideed will also be charged
with conspiracy to carry oul
unpremeditated acts against UN
forces and incitement to vio
lence, said Joe Sills, spokesman
for UN Secretary General
Boutros Boutros-Ghalf

Afdeed would be treated de-

e eently, honestly and with jus
L lice, Sills added.

Muslims reject new
Serb-Croat peace plan

BONN. June 17° Bosnia's Muslim President, Altja
rejected a new Croat Serh peace plan for Bosnia and said

Loday

[ze the govic

it eould lead to fresh ethnic cleansing

{le was speaking to reporters alter meeting Cerman
Chancellor Helmut Kohl On Wednesday, representatives of the
Muslims Serb and Croatl foes agreed in Geneva on a plan that
raised the prospect of a three-day ethnic carve up of Bosnia, re-

ports Reuter.

16 Armenian troops killed
in clash with Azeris

. YEREVAN, June 17: At least 16 Armenian soldiers and civil-
jans have been killed and another 40 injured in fighting in the

past two days between Azerbaijani lroops and scparatist
Armenians in Nagorno- Karabakh, the enclave’'s milftary leaders

said today, reports AFP
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The BNP MP, cxpressing
concern over the low price of
agricultural products. sought
protection of the interests of
the [arming community.

He also criticised the impo:
sition of duties on book im
ports. The MP felt that this
duty should be withdrawn to
ensure modern education in
the country.

Thirty MPs from the
Treasury and Opposition
Benches took part in yester-
day's discussions spread over
two sittings.

Suranjit Sengupta of the
Ganatantri Party (GP) criti-
cised the Finance Minister for
liberalisation of the import

‘No developed country,
pleading for free markel
economy, should compromise
protection of their local prod-
ucts,’ Suranjit said, adding
that Bangladesh also had no al-
ternative but to protect its own
industrial products.

The GP leader felt that the
nation had been suffering from

poverty only because past gov-
| ernments had failed to utilise
the country's huge human re-
sources. lle proposed a na-
tional dialogue of the demo-
cratic political parties to find
ways and means of utilising the
human resources and thus al-
leviating poverty.

The GP MP also advised the
ruling BNP to build an effective
rapport with the opposition to
ensure political stability, which
he felt was very important for a
sound investment climate and
increased production.
| Begum Rabeya Chowdhury
of the Treasury Bench appreci-
ated the budget for its pro-
posed ‘food-for-education’ pro-
gramme, She felt that the
programme would check drop-
outs at the primary level.

The lady MP pleaded for in-
creasing allocation for all the

sectors meant for women.
Though women constituted
about fifty per cent of the
country's population they
| were still lagging behind in all
areas at the fag end of the 20th
century, she complained.

Road Division
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the preparatory work for the
JMB project against an alloca-
tion of Tk 12 crore for fiscal
1992-93. Progress in the work
during the year was, however,
estimated by the authorities at
53.50 per cent against 60.15
4 per cent expenditure of the al-
located fund.

About Tk 14 crore sanc-
tioned as project aid for the
Roads Development Project will
remain unutilised at the end of
the current financial year
against the total project aid of
Tk 114 crore, sources said. The
progress in implementing the
project was, however, officially
estimated al 66.41 per cent
The allocation for the project
was Tk 146 crore of which Tk
101.58 crore has been spent till
April.

The progress on the Feeder
Road Development Project was
estimated at 61.20 per cent.

According to sources, Tk
48 85 crore was spent till April
30 against an alloeated fund of
Tk 68 crore for the project. An
additfonal Tk 3 crore will be re-
| quired to complete the work,
yet about Tk 10 crore allocateds
as project aid will remain
unutilised. the sources said

The performance relating o
the Road Rehabilitation and
Maintenance Project, which
was planned 1o be completed
in two phascs, has also report
edly been disappointing. Only
v the first F-hﬂ.."-i{‘ of the project will
{ have been completed by June
30. the end of the fiscal year

Total expenditure for the
project till April last was Tk
68 .03 crore against a grant of
Tk 132 BO crore. About Tk 25
| crore earmarked as project aid
| for the work will remain
unutilised against a total alle
cation of Tk 101 28 crore

Debate on budget

In the backdrop of the pre
sent social condition. ar-
rangement should be made so
that the women could get
loans for their various enter-
prises on easy terms and with-
out difficulty, she said.

She called for constructing
women's hostels al every dis-
trict headquarters.

The Jamaat MPs, taking
part in the general discussion,
felt that the proposed budgel's
provisions reflected a weak
economy. They pleaded for in-
trodud tion of, what they called,
an ‘Islamic’ economic system.

Party stalwarts
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protection™ to Harshad Mehta.

The police would ensure
that no harm came to Mechta
“from those who had set him
up to play their gameplan,”
Pawar, a senfor of the
ruling Congress {) Party and
one of two challengers for
Rao's position, said in Bombay.
He did net elaborate.

Mehta's brother, Ashwin,
said the broker was aware of
the dangers of taking on a
politician. '

The 71-year-old Prime
Minister has denied that he
had taken any money [rom
Mehta, who stun the coun-
try by swearing on Wed
that he had given Rao 10 mil-
llon rupees (333,333 dollars)
in November 1991 for political
patronage.

The Bombay stock broker is
the alleged kingpin of a 1.3

billion dollars bank swindle
carried out by a nexus pf
bankers and  brokers wgu

played the stock market with
money siphoned off in fraudu-
lent securities transactions.

Rao, who had hitherto en-
joyed a reputation for personal
honesty, described Mehta's
charge as a malicious and un-
founded lie as the opposition
across the political spectrum
quickly scized the opportunity
to demand his ouster.

The main opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP,
Indian People’'s Party) said Rao
had lost the moral authorily to
govern. The country cannot af-

ford a "scam-tainted Prime
Minister,” it said.
The centrists and the

communists agreed, in a rare
show of unity with the BJP,
and members of a parliamen-
tary committee probing the
scam said it should consider
summoning the Prime
Minister to testify.

[n another development,
Mchta's attorney reiterated to-
day that his client had bribed
Prime Mintster P V Narasimha
Rao, and urged federal investi-
gators to get to work immedi-
ately to uncover the truth.

Lawyer Ram Jethmalani said
Mehta had paid 10 million ru-
pecs to Rao November 1991,
and that the Premier had only
denied taking the money,
without commenting on his
meeting with the broker.

Jethmalani told the Central
Bureau of Investigation [CBI} in
a letter released in Bombay
that the Prime Minister should
be considered a suspect along
with scveral others, including
drivers of cars in which the
nioney was transporicd

¢t weather
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forced most people of stay in-
doors while traflic also became
thin on the city roads.

Traders said supply of
essential commodities to the
city markets from far-flung ar
cas suffered yesterday due to
inclement weather, leading to
a sudden price hike

However, the Chittagong
Met Office recorded a rainlall
of 53 mm in 12 hours from
600 am Thursday

Local Met Offtce socurces say
the low over the Bay will acti-
vitte (he monsoon resulting in
more heavy rain

Meanwhile, the maritime
ports of Chittagong, Coxs
Hazar and Mongla have been
advised to hoist local caution:
ary signal No 3



