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Clinton Turns a Brighter Shade of Green

A Seeciui Gemini Report
by Kevin J Kelley from Washington

Campaigners for a greener environment may finally have the United States a
an ally. A year ago at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, then president
George Bush angered environmentaltsts and governments around the world by

RESIDENT Clinton has

brought America back

into step with the rest
of the world on environmental
protection. Thal asscssment by
Fred Krupp, head of the non-
governmental Environmental
Defence Fund in Washington,
is now widely shared by eco-
activists in the United States.

Their satisfaction stems
mainly from a specch by
Clinton on April 21, Earth Day,
announcing a sharp reversal of
policics espouscd by
Republican president Geo
Bush. Clinton pledged that the
US would sign a treaty proteet-
ing endangcred specics and
cut emissfons ol gascs that
contribute to the global warm-
ing, or greenhouse effect.

Bush refused to take either
step at last year's Earth
Summit in Brazil. He argued
that the treaty to preserve bio-
diversity would infringe the
patent rights — and profits —
of US companies producing
medicines and other products
[rom plant and animal specics.

Committing the US to spe-
cific reductions in greenhouse
gas emissions over a sct period
of time would be too costly for
many of the nation’s indus-
trics, Bush maintained. HHis
stance caused the US to be re-
garded as something of a
pariah at the Earth Summit.
Many countrics in Europe as
well as in developing countries
eriticised Washington for ob-
structing cflorts to [oster in-
ternational cooperation on the
environment.

A significant US shift may
also be occurring on another
point of global contention. The
Clinton administration is sig-
nalling an open-minded ap-
proach to current talks in
Geneva on an extension of the
1987 Treaty on Tropical
Timber.

Bush had balked at sugges-
ttons by Malaysia and other
Third World timber exporters
that the agreement should be
expanded to include forests in
the temperate and sub-Arctic
climate zones. Such an
amendment would bind the US
and most other industrialised
countirics to trecaty provisions
aimed at encouraging forest
conscryation.

Clinlon’s represcntatives at
the Gencva talks, due to re-
sume in late June, have not in-
dicated support for Malaysia's
position, but they have ne re-
allirmed Bush's strong opposi-
Lion.

Despite these  develop-
ments, some cnvironmental-
ists arc not yet convinced that
Clinton will restore the US to a
position of global leadership on

refusing concessions on issues like prolecting endangered species

and

reducing gas emissions. Now, President Bill Clinton has announced a sharp
policy reversal. But, reports Gemini News Service, he is still a long way from

pleasing all.

environmental protection.
Like Bush, though to a
lesscr degree, Clinton is wary
of taking any initiative that
might be criticised as dctri-
moental to US corporale inter-
cst. Many limes during his
presidency, Bush contradicted
his own claim to being an envi-
ronmentalist by siding with
businecss lobbyists’ objections

mcntalists to look on 1the
President with some suspicion
In the interest ol creating jobs
in that comparatively poor
southcr state, Clinton some-
times took actions that an-
gered Arkansas environmental
Ists.

It was Albert Gore's vice
presidential candidacy that
mainly accounted [or the

One year after
the Earth Summit

Just a year ago more than 100
heads of government sttended
what was grandly dubbed the Earth
Summit its aim was to produce a

global strategy to protect the
environment.

It was adjudged a mixed
success, but If nothing eise It
highlighted woridwide the plight
facing mankind If ind!viduais as
well as governments did not take
firm action.

l"“ﬂ“ﬂl“
what has actuaily happened?

to pollution control measurces.

Important figurcs in the
Clinton administration, inchud-
ing Treasury Secrctary Lloyd
Bentsen, exhibit  similar pro-
business inclinations. And they
arc clearly able to influence
Clinton, who has promised lo
make ' US ‘econemmic growlh’ his
highest priority.

Clinton's record during his
12 years as governor of
Arkansas also causes environ-

strong support cnvironmental-
fsts gave last ycar 1o the
Democrats’ national campaign.
Gore was an early champion of
efforts lo lessen the green-
house eflcet.

He is regarded as much
more dcoply commitled to on-
vironmental cauyses that
Clinton. In fact, some grecns
say Clinton did not go [ar
cnough in reversing Bush's
policics on the bio-diversity

Lreaty and on greenhouse gas
cmissions.

The President sald that the
US would attach an interprc
tive slatement to its signature
on the agreement covering
rarc and endangered specics
This proviso, developed in
consultation with business in-
lcrests, is intended to protect
the patent  rights of prival

Tﬂrlﬂ““h”
emissions of greenhouse gases
watered down UNGe! Dressurs from

enterprises:

While the interpretiyve
statement does not affeet the
actual conlents of the treaty, it
puts signatories on notice that

‘the US may contest require-

ment that US businesses re-
gard as unfair. That move
brought condcmnations from
groups critical of the bio-tech-
nology industry.

Sald Andrew Kimbrell, pol-
icy director of one such group:
“The Clinton industry pro-
posal, which undercuts inter-
national altempts to regulate
the creation and release of ge-
netically enginecred organ-
isms, i1s dangerously shorl-
sighted and scientifically
nafve.”

Other environmentalisls
voiced concern over Clinton's
failure to commit the US to
continued reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions be-
yond the year 2000. In his
Earth Day spcech, ithe
President said the relcasc of
such substances would be re-
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Moving Britain’s Water
byBﬁanlilmhlehm

ANALS, rivers, new

pipelines, reservoirs and

even desalination plants
are recefving active considerat-
jon as a means of providing the
parched areas and shrinking
aquifers in southern England
with more water.

As the environment of
southern Britain, despite heavy
rainfall in July and August, re-
mains desperately short of wa-
ter, engineers are examining
ways of moving the nation's
liquid assets from the wet north
to the drought-stricken south.

One of these is to use
Britain's 3200 km of inland wa-
terways — constructed largely
during the industrial revolution
to transport materials and
manuflactured goods where
there were few arterial roads —
to move water to where it is
needed.

Canals in addition to their
recreational functions, are al-
ready used to convey significant
quantities of water around the
country, particularly to indus-
trial consumers, and they earn
British Waterways £2.75 million
per annum (10 per cent of its
income). The canal system
stretches from Kendal in the
Lake District of northwest
England and Llangollen in
north Wales, through
of the industrial English mid
lands, eastwards to the Wash
and south to London, with links
wesl 1o the Severn Estuary and

the heart

east of the Thames Estuary.
Although much of the

' transfer of water takes place by

gravity, there is inevitably some
pumping. Even so it would ap-
pear to be quite feasible to ex-
pand and upgrade the network
to move water according to
need.

With an open system as op-
posed to sealed pipelines, losses
due to leaking lock gates, seep-
age into the ground and evapo-
E:sn are inevitable, but at

the system is in place.

"Our studies show that it
would be several times cheaper
to improve the channels of our
canals than bufld long-distance
pipelines, with running costs
scven times than a £20
000 million national water grid,
which would take 20 years to
construct,” maintains British
Waterways chairman David
Ingman.

The National Rivers
Authority (NRA) would need to
be involved as it would have to
grant licenses for river extrac-
tion prior to its introduction
into canal system. Next year
the authority will publish its
own plan, described as more
realistic.

Meanwhile, the NRA has al-
rcady embarked on scveral
studics, and a progress report
on water slorage and transfer

¥

Britain’s 3200 km system of canals may be one answer lo moving water from the north to the
drought-stricken south of England. [Photo courtesy of British Watenvays.)

strategy was recently published
by the Anglian water region.
The strategy includes: demand
management, further use of
river and ground-water, bulk
raw water transfers and addi-
tional storage reservoirs for
which public consultations will
take place in 1993.

Emotive Issue

Five major bulk water trans-
fers of River Trent water are be-
ing examined and there are

roposals for a new reservoir at
Great Bradley, southeast of
Cambridge, in eastern England.
This will entail the construction
of a 30-m-high earth embank-
ment dam in the upper reaches
of the River Stour.

Dams, however, are an emo-
tive i{ssue and it is estimated
that 54 properties could be afl-
fected, including five listed
buildings. Also road diversions
would be necessary and a full
Environmental Statement con-
taining an assessment of the
amenity, conservation and
recreational potential of the

roposal will be published be-
ore a decision is made,

Another reservoir study by
Thames Water, designed to alle-
viate some of the water shorl-
ages in the Thames Valley, is
being conducted southwest of
Abingdon, in southerm England.
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This new reservoir, i con-
structed, will be of the pump-
storage ., enabling water
to be impounded from the river
at times of peak flow and re-
leased after treatment into local
supply or back into the river
when the level drops unaccept-
ably low. It too could be linkcd
into the existing canal system.

Unique System

But it is not only the south
of England that is carefully ex-
amining and managing its water
resources. In the north, the
Yorshire Water Grid, a unique
system of resources, reservoirs,
treatment works and pipelines,

supplies 1365 million
litres/day.

The Yorkshire Grid is not a
new idea, having been initiated

‘In the 1960s to link the sup-

plies of Sheflield, Barnsley,
Rotherham and Leeds, with
water being drawn from the
Derwent river. But it has been
progressively expanded and, in
drought periods, reduced
groundwater abstraction pre-
vents the drying up of rivers as
has happened in southern
England.

Ultimate Answer

Finally, even desalination is
under consideration as a seri-
ous option. So bad was the
problem this summer that a re-
verse osmosis (RO) plant was
installed in the Isles of Seilly, off
the southwest coast of England,
in July under the direction of
consultants Pell Frischmann
Water, and some mainland wa-
ler companies also investigated
installing plants to utilise the
sca water surrounding Britain.

South West Water, which
supplies Axminster, in east
Decvon, southwest England,
from boreholes depleted by four
ycars of low rainfall, examined
the possibility of installing an
RO plant to remove the salt.

[3ut the ultimate answer may
lic in reducing consumption by
the introduction of metering —
a sensitive issue — and the re-
duction of leakages from mains.
Both these proposals are ex-
pensive, as are some of the
iransfer schemes, and as the
costs would ultimately have to
be passed on to the consumer
they may not be put into effect
in the immediate future.

However, on the Isle of
Wight, off the south coast of
England, the home of Britain's
largest metering experiment,
consumption has fallen by up to

20 per cenl since meters were
introduced.
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duced 1o their 1990 levels by
the end ol this decade

Government offlicials then
sought to allay concerns by
suggesting that restrictions on
the output of the global -warm-
ing gascs could not suddenly
be rescinded after the turn of
the century

[3ut environmenlalists are
siil] waiting to sce what
Clintan stipulates later this
vear in a specific plan for com-
bating the greenhouse effect.
Refore his Earth Day pro-
nouncements, Clinton had
distresscd many greens by
appearing to surrender in his
administration's first big con-
frontation with interests op-
poscd to an environmental inf-
tialhve

The President initially said
he would fncorporate into his
budgel proposal an increase in
the fees charged for private

Treaty on torests dropped Decause of
Therd World oppositon

Norih's ind pledpes 10 preserve

sxpeciabons

x Earth Chaner fased o address many

x- imphcations of North-gominated global
economic sysiem for development and

environmant Nl GisCussed

mining. timbering an animal-
graring on government-owned
lands in the western United
States. The aim was to Hmit
activitics thal damage [ragile
ceosystems while also raising
revenuces that might be used

for other environmental pro-
Erammcs,

US scnators representing
western  statcs howled in
protest at the proposed fce
hikes. And Clinton then
dropped the plan because he
was fearful of losing key wvotes
in Congress for his overall
ceonomic package. The admin-
istration says it will still prcss
for the higher fces in separate
legislation.

The Clinton administtation
acknowledged the validity of
thesc conecerns by indtcating
that # many dcvise ncw and
stricter stqndarda for the in-
cincrators during the 1B
months that the moratorium is
duc 1o remain in eflfect,

OR a country which is
already grappling with

I problems ol wides:
pread poverty, increasing
population, lack of resources,

weakness and many others,
there are enough reasons to be

global climate change which is

of global warming and ozone
depietion. Global warming will
have serious negative tmpact
on Bangladesh e g the sea-
level rise which will cause not
only
disruption to social life. A one
metire seca-level rise would
inundate 15-17 per cent of the
total area of Bangladesh,
particularly affecting the low
lying floodplain and coastal
areas. This would imply loss in
agricultural produection,
industrial output, forest area,
fisheries, tourtsm.

While sea-level rise (s a
global issue and therelore, the
responsibility has to be shared
also by the international com-

munity. Bangladesh can not
avoid its role in managing and

tackling fts own environmental
problems. Continuing deple-

tion of forests, timber, crop-
land, discharge of industrial,

aid dependence, instflutional

worried about the impact of

going to show up in the form

economic loss but also

domestic, agricultural wastes
and pollutants into the envi-
ronment, increased vehicular
pollution, unregulated use of
pesticides etc. have serious
implication for not only the
environment but also for the
development of the country
because the economy cannot
be delinked from the envi-
ronment. Environmentalists
talk about sustainable devel-
opment which emphasizes the
integration of environment and
economy.

The term sustainable devel-
opment, though not new, has
caught the attention ol policy-
makers, economists and gov-
ernments only recently, espe-
cially after the [amous report
"Our Common Future”,
Sustainable development, as
defined by the Brundtland
Commission, is a development
that meets the need of the
present without compromising
the abflity of future generations
to meet their own need. This
definition captures the issue of
intra-generational and inter-
generational equity since it
aims for maximizing social
welfare through productive ac-
tivities. The concept of sus-
tainable development is rather
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by Fahmida Akter

broad {n the sense that it Lakes
inlo account not only the op-
timality but also the survivality
of the economy. An economy
can survive, be optimal and be
sustainable only when it is en-
vironmentally riendly and re-
sponsible. An environmentally
responsible development
would suggest uses of natural
resources in a sustainable way
and protection of the envi-
ronment by avoiding a quick
and accelerated gains in the
short run which depletes the
resource use beyond regenera-
tion.

Natural resources In
Bangladesh have been used in

Natural resources in
Bangladesh have been
used in an unsustainable
way. Deforestation and
encroachment have been
quite significant. Actual
forest cover {n
Bangladesh (s approxi-
mately one million
hectare (ha) or only six
per cent of the total land
area, a reduction of
more than 50 per cenl
over the past 20 years.
As a result, Bangladesh

has less than 0.02 ha of

Jorest land per person.
one of the lowest such
rations in the world.

AN unsustainable way.
Deforestation and encroach-
ment have been quite signifi-
cant. Actual forest cover in
Bangladesh is approximately
one millon hectare [ha) or
only six per cent of the total
land area, a reduction of more
than 50 per cent over the past
20 years. As a result,
Bangladesh has less than 0.02
fia of forest land per person,
one of the lowest such rations
in the world, The decline from
0.035 ha per person in 1968-
69 is primarily the result of
increase in population and the
decrease in forest area.
Depletion of forests has impli-
cations in respect of soil ero-

" sion, climate change, biodiver-

sity, wildlile habitat. A total of
129 species of animals are
listed as threatened while 18
specics are already in extine-
tion. Though fisheries re-

sources of Bangladesh are
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Environment Key Issue for
Sustainable Development

among the richest in the
world, inland fisheries of the
country have been declining at
a steady rate since 1983 due 1o
Wtrﬂlh"ﬂ, pollution from
agricultural chemicals and in-
dustrial waste and flood con-
trol, irrigation and road con-
struction.

increased population puts
tremendous pressure on the
resources. There is less than
0.1 ha of arable land per per-
son. Of 13.8 milllon rural
households, 45 per cent have
less than 0.2 ha. According to
the 1983-84 census of agricul-
tural and Bve-stiock, about nine
per cent of all rural households
own no cultivable land and two
per cent have no access to a
homestead. Poor households in

the village are directly depen-
dent on natural resources
which results overuse and ul-

timately depletion of re-
SOurces.

In order to assure a sustain-
able development, poverty
should be addressed because
"Sustainable development re-
quires meeting the basic needs
of all and to all the
opportunity to fulfil thetr aspi-
rations for a better life, .... a
world in which poverty is en-

demic will always be prone to

eco and other catastro-
phes”.

Therefore, the development
strategy for Bangladesh should
be to control population in-
crease, alleviate and
improve natural resources
management at a time if the
development has to sustain.
Government should come up
with a policy which would en-

sure proper management ol all
resources and would prevent

degradation of the environ-
ment. People's awareness
about the consequences of en-
vironmental degradation has to

be created through educating
them on related issues. Non-

governmental organizations
can play important role in this
respect. Unless we are edu-
cated enough to understand
the inextricable link between
economic development and
improved natural resources

management we can not im-
plement a sustainable devel-

opment strategy.

'fMhRe writer ts d Résearch’
Associate at BIDS and at pre-
sent doing her PhD on
Environmental Economics at
University College, London.)

Protestor Says: We'll Stay
Till We Drown

N Thursday, Junc 10 a
O small squad of pcoplc

will take up position at
a cottage in Manibeli village, ten
kilometres upstrcam [rom
whcre the controversial Sardar
Sarovar Dam 1is being build
across the Narmada River in
India, and wait for thc waters to
rise,
They will be the first of many
scll-sacrificial teams of the Save
Narmada Movement (NBA) tak-
ing part in non-violent agitation
by letting dam waters drown
them when flooding takes place.

Thcy may not have long to
wait. Thec dam {s now 61 metres
high and Manibeli is bound to
become submerged under 10
metres of watcr as soon as the
monsoons hit the catchment
area in mid-June.

The Sardar Sarovar Dam will
be one of the world's largest.
When it reaches 163 mctres
above the deepest foundation it
will submerge 250 villages, the
homes and ficlds of around
70,000 tribal pcople and 11,000
hectares of forest.

Thousands of agitators of the
movement, led by Mchda
Patkar, the 1991 Swedish Right
to Livelihood Award winnecr,
scck to stop the dam. Patkar's
name has become synonymous

The Narmada dam project

with the environmental move-
ment in India.

Sardar Sarovar is being built
in Gujarat state, which will be
the main bencficiary of the irri-
gation scheme. The land and
forest to be flooded by the
reservoir would fall in the states
of Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh.

A Special Gemini Report

by Atiya Singh

One of the world's great environmenial issues
could soon come to a climax when teams of
people begin a Mahatma Gandhi-style peaceful
protest against one of the giant dams of the
Narmada Project. They say they will take up
posilion in a village and let the waters drown
them. Officials say that in the end " everyone will

run away."”

But the people’s resistance to the

dam, reports Gemini News Service, is posing
great problems.

While the government says

The main worry now s ahoul

the dam will end water shorl-
ages in Gujarat's drought-
stricken districts, the activists
and other critics belicve it will
prove to be the world's best de-
signed disaster.

When the World Bank bowed
out of the project alter a report
had found {t unjust and scri-
ously flawed, the government
said it would complcte the dam
from its own resourccs.
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On reading the report Lo the
World Bank pcople began to feel
that the dam was being pushed
through more by a vested lobby,
which stood to gain from the
destruction of forests and the
vacation of land by tribal pco-
ples and villagers, than for the
general good of the necdy peo

ple.

the use of forece to evict people
from the catchment arca. Even
before the World Bank withdrew
its aid, the government had
shown little regard for human
right, With the World Bank no
wonger around, activists fear the
aulhoritics will adept an cven
morc cavaller approach lo the
ovictions.

A foretaste of what could
happen in June came on April

4, whtn DBudhiben, a peasant
woman, was asleep in Antras
village, in Narmada valley Al
midright Guiarat officials aned

police hroke inlo her hutl and
aragged her 1o the poliee station
with other villagers

Nelghbour Nilanjan Dutta
sald  "On the way she was al
legedly sirfpped, beaten up and

cven raped. the humiliation
continued at the police station
and was repealed while she was
heing escoried to the DBaroda
central jail the next day.”

[ler crime: The police say
she was obsirucling the rescet-
tlement and rchabilitation work
ol those cvicted to make way [or
the dam. Sanjay Sangavai, of
the NI3A, said the incident was
the "first brulal attack on the
pcople of the Narmada valley
alter the termination of the
World Bank loan for the projeet.

The focus of the anti-dam
activists has becpgun shifling
from the environment to the vio-
lation of human rights, On
March 10, the UN Commission
on Human Rights (UNIIR)
unanimously condemned forced

¢ cvictfons, including those for

development projects, as a

"gross violalion of human
rights”
According toe Shobhana

Asthana, joint commissioner for
rescttlement and rehabilitation,
the government expects the
submergence of six villages this
year. She says: "We've resctilod
most of the familics from the
villages, save from Mantbeli and
a handlul of familics in Vadgam
village in Gujarat.” She denies
forcible cvictions and says: "The
fdea 18 to convince them about
cvacuation.”

Anti-dam activists say that
mosl people have been resettled
and rchabilitated on paper only.
In a poll held by the NIA,
22,523 families from 230 of the
248 aflected in Maharashira,
Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh,
have dceilded to stay put come
whal may.,

The biggest threat Lo the
dam 1s [inanecial. Neither the
stale nor the central govern-
ment (s i o position to allocate
large sunis, The dam is such a
prestige issuc, however, that
the povernment may refuse to
haek down or reconsider any 18
sud, including fts economic vi-
ability

Il gross human right abusecs
lake place or some people
drown themselves whoen the wa
ters submerge Mantbell, the
scenario could change drastd
ceally

Meantime, the authorities
arc playing down the signift
cance of the planned sit-in. Said
an oflicial: "Once the walcr
comes everyone will run away.”



