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A Professional Excuse

'Bibishahebs® do not like a maid with brat,
they hate the kid that batter household stufl.

Attending her Lhree-year-old girl, Sufia ex-
plains why she does not work as a maid but begs
in the city parks. "When will | look after my
Sharmeen?’ she flings the question to shield
herself from the [act that there are jobs without
‘bibishahebs'. "Sharmeen was quite fair”, says
twenties and con-
tinues,’ the scorching heat of the sun has tanned  plo
her.” People who come to this park love my child,
some of them have cven presented her with some

the young mother in her carly

dresses, Sufia informs.

Around the wrist of the scantily clad woman
there are three or [our stale floral garlands. The
faded fragrance of the ‘bakulmala’ hardly can at-
tract a customer. Yet, she always approaches as
a sales-woman and then resorts to begging.
len even
‘bakulmala’ — costing a Taka cach— is not suf-
ficient enough to meet her demands. “Food or no
food, | must pay my house rent. | gol to manage
Tk 300 for the house rent.” The skinny woman
sounds desperate. Sulfa shares with a woman
working in a garment's factory a small room (n
Khilgaon. The total rent of the room is Tk 600
which both women pay cqually. '1 have power
supply and gas for cooking at home.” "A ripple of

She knows selling

proud smile erosses her face.’

'I was marrfed to a ickshawpullir when | was
only 19 years old but was divorced only alter six
months. ‘Sufia recalls, ‘My husband, Taj Mian

by Shamsad Mortuza

Y
.

from me

twenty

Before marri

beat me on Lhe second day of our marriage and
soon [ came to know that he is a drug addict.
Ile sold all our lurniture to pay for drugs.’

age. | used to work as a maid al
a residence of a lJawyer at Malibagh; my employcr
arranged my wedding and gave me a gold chain
and a gold ring at my wedding. Taj Mian,
snatched my ornamcnts one day
severely—later with the help of my former em-

beating me

yer | charged him and scnt him to jail. I've
heard that he married six times getting out of
the jail, he even tried to take my kid away
he's such a
surprisingly every now and then Sufia uses
English words,
Me and my

'‘characterless,”

elder sister were stolen from our
home village at Comilla. My
a garment [actory
clerk, 'But she cannol tolerate me because of my
profession. It's a profession alright, | beg pity
[rom others, at least I'm independent and I'm not
selling my body,” Sufia confused with the dignity
ol her profcssion.

But one thing she refuses to admit is the fact
that she has to use her child 1o get money from
pcople. Sharmeen never stops crying, she cries
and cries until her mother is given the alm. Even
at such an carly
harsh world outside .. and you must strive to get
what you deserve. So Sharmecn cries Lo gel -
sympathy of others,”
moncy for her mother.

sister now works in
and is married lo an office-

the kid has realised it is a

Sharmecen cries lo get

Drive out Serbs, Croats from
Bosnia, WMUF urges UN

Leaders of the World Muslim
Unity Forum (WMUF) yesterday
urged the United Nations to
immediately lift the arms em-
bargo fromm Bosnia-Herzegovina
and take steps to expel the
Serbian and Croatian occupa-
tion forces from there, reports
[1SS.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, they said the arms
ban Imposed by the United
N wons on Bosnia-Herzegovina
was in fact helping the Serbian
and Croatian forces to kill inno-
cent Muslims rampantly in the
newly independent Muslim
state in Europe.

Forum leaders former Ju-
stice Abdur Rahman Chou-
dhury, M A Mohatmein, Alhaj
Dr All Asgar, Selina Majumder,
Nainunnahar and Jahangir

Alam Khan addressed the press
conference,

They referred to the atroct-
ties on Muslims in Bosnia-
lerzegovina, Kashmir, Palesti-
ne, Myanmar and other places
in the world and said the
Muslims were being subjected
to unabated torture including
killing and rape in view of the
absence of protection from the
United Nations. The forum
leaders alleged that the UN
Security Council was wasting
time in discussion on Bosnia
while hundreds of Muslims
including children and women
were being killed everyday in
the former Yugoslavian pro-
vince.

Justice Choudhury said the
anti-Muslim lobbies were oul to
uproot the Muslims [rom

Europe and other Muslim mi-
nority countries including India
in the name of "ethnic cleans-
ing,” which was a new world In
world dictionary.

Anniversary of
Prof Safdar's

death today

The first death annfversary
of eminent educationist Profe-
ssor Safdar Alf will be cbhserved
today (Tuesday), says a press
release.

On this occasion a milad
mahfil will be held at his own
residence at 'Manoshi, 92,
Central Bashabo after Asr

prnaﬂ:n today.
latives, friends, colleagues
are requested to attend.

|

460 family courts

In country,
JS told

There are 460 family courls
in the country and 27.026 fam-
ily cases were disposed of in
these courts from January |,
‘91 till May 31, '93 | reports
UNDB.

Statc Minister for Law, Ju-
stice and Parllamentary Affairs
Barrister Aminul Huq informed
this in the parlament yesterday
replylng to a question from
Shah Md Rafiqul Bari Chou-
dhury of Jatiya Party.

Replying to another question
from Rahmat All of Awami
League, the minister said there
arc 475 registry offices in the
country and 7,000 deeds (dalil)
are being registered in these of-
fices each year.

The government is actively
considering setting up of [ive
more registry offices at five
places in five districts of the
country, he added,

Responding to a question
from Mirza Azam of Awami
League Aminul Huq said the
government has decided to meet
up some of the demands placed
by the engineers, agriculturists
and doctors. The government is
reviewing rest of their demands,
he added.

The minister, replying to
another question from Advocate
Abdul Matin Khasru of Awami
League, said 52,288 cases were
pending for trial in the high
court division of the Supreme
Court till April 30, '92 and

56.07 per cent cases were dis-
posed ofl in the year 1992,

Norwegian team
visits NIMR

A four-member delegation
from Norwegian Assoctfation for
Mentally Retarded (NFPU)
headed by Harald Rohmen vis
ited the National institute for
Mentally Retarded (NIMR) at
Eskaton Garden here yesterday,
reports BSS,

Other members ol the dele-
gation are Ms Anny B Sven-
dsen, Pal Skogmo and Karl
Johan Hannes.

The delegation had a mcel-
ing with DP Barua, President ol
the Society for Care and
Education of Mentally Retarded.
Bangladesh (SCEMRB) and dis-
cussed programmes being im-
plemented with the [nancial
support of NFPU.

Other offlice-bearers of the
SCEMRB including Dr Lutlur
Rahman, first Vice-President,
Profl G W H Chowdhury, third
Vice President and Dr Gayasu-
ddin Mollah, Secretary Gencral
also took part in the discussion,

During a week-long stay in
Dhaka, the NFPU delegation will
evaluate vocational training
programmes of the mentally
retarded, possibilitics of their
job opportunities with future
plans for rehabilitation, work ol
the national team of profession-
als- and development ol pro-
grammes in the Chittagong di-

visional catchment area among

other things
BTV
Tuesday
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5-10 News in Bangla

5-256 [Eso Para Shikhi

5-556 TV debate

6-30 Open University

7-05 Sangeeta

B8-00 News in Bangla

8-30 Drama serial : Kothayo
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10-30 Film : ENG

11-30 Khabar/The News

11-456 Closing
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rama titled 'Kusumer Swapna' presented by the artistes of B
Ballet Troup at the Shilpakala Academy auditorium in the city yesterday.
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Losses of public sector

engineering mounting

Industries Minister Shamsul
Islam Khan yesterday under-
scored the need for assimilation
and innovation of latest tech-
nology and developing com-
mercial attitude for making the
public sector engineering enter-
prises of the country profitable,
reports BSS.

The losses of the public sec-
tor engineering enterprises were
mounting day by day, he said,
adding low productivity, inelli-
ciency and mismanagement
were the main factors for the
continuous losses ol the enter-
prises.

The minister was addressing
as the chiel guest a seminar on
"Programmes and prospects of
public sector engineering enter-
prises of Bangladesh™ organ-
ised by the Technical Activities,
Seminar and Conlerence Co-
mmittee for Mechanical Engi-
nee Institute of Engineers,

Bangladesh (IEB) with its
resident Prof. Anwar Hossain in
the chair.
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Weather

Engr. AM Syed Hamed,
former Director of Bangladesh
Steel and Engineering Corpora-
tion, presented the kcy-note
paper at the seminar.,

The Indusiries Minister
urged the engincers and tech-
nocrats to chalk out specific
programme to make the en-
terprises profitable,

Hamed in his key-note paper
recommended formulation of
policy towards increased manu-
facturing activities within the
countiry particulatly to the en-
gineering indusiries,

He called for introduction of
commercial rules and practices
instead of government rules to
run the enterprises.

Dr Engr. Rapiquddin Ah-
med, lormer Chairman of Bang-
ladesh Chemical Industries
Corporation, economist Dr, Kazi
Khaliquzzaman Ahmed. Prof.
Golum Mohiuddin of Industrial
Production Engineering Depart-
ment of BUET and Engr M A
K Azad, honorary general sec-
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Temperature may rise

By Staff Corréepondent

Weather forecast valid for the next 24 hours commencing 6

am today (Tucsday] says, rain or thundershowers accom

panied

by temporary gusty wind may occur at a few places over

Chittagong, Khulna and Barisal and the regions of Faridpur and
weather is likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky

elsewhere over the country.

The Met oflice forccasts, day temperature s likely to fall by
one to two degree Celsfus over the coastal districts and likely to
rise by one to two degree Celsius elsewhere over the country.

The Mel olfiec adds, rainfall activitics are likely to increase

within two days.

The country’'s highest temperature of 35.5 degree Celsius
was recorded in Dinajpur yesterday and the lowest 22.3 degree

wis recorded in Feni.

The amounts of rainfall recorded during day time yesterday
across the country are: Comilla Bmm, Khepupara 3 and Cox's

Bazar below one mmi.

The sun scts today (Tuesday) at 6.47 pm and rises tomorrow

(Wednesday) at 5.11 am.

The maximum and the minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some of the major cities and towns of the country

yesterday were:
Cities/ Towns

Max
Dhaka 34.0
Chittagong 33.0
Rajshah 34.5
Khulna 33.4
[larisal 33.5
Cox s Bazar 33.0
Sylhct 351
[Mrnjpur 35.5

Temperature in
degree Celsius

Humidity in

percentage

Min 9am Bpm
27.4 72 69
25.2 B8O 74
25.5 75 67
26.5 78 73
26.2 78 70
25.0 77 B&
24.5 72 60
25.6 69 61

retary of the IEB, among others,
took part in the discussion.

I Milaraises
honesty of Capt
Ekramullah

By Staff Correspondent

William B Milam, the US
Ambassador to Bangladesh has
appreciated the sense of re-
sponsibilities and honesty of
ihe Chief Security Officer at
the Zia International Airport
Captain Ekramullha (retd),
Security Supervisor Ms. Ashral-
unessa [Allo) and Security
Opemmtor. ¢éébdul Barek Sikder
for the outstanding. services
they had provid for the

[ spouse of a U.S. Mission

oflicial, who was travelling from
Dhaka to Bangkok on May 28,
says a press release.

In a Letter of Appreciation
addressed to Air Commodore
Shamsher All, Chairman, Civil
Aviation Authority, the US
Ambassador stated that the
said traveller had left a hand-
bag containing valuable jew-
ellery af the Departure Lounge
of Zia International Afrport. To
her utter surprise, not finding
the bag on arrival at the
Bangkok Airport,she had con-
tacted the Bangladesh embassy
official there. An embassy offi-
cial responded immediately and
enquired about the nﬂnin&hug,
The Chiel Security Officer,
Captain Ekramullah, on duty at
that ime informed that the said
bag was found and kept intact.
On May 29, the embassy duty
officer met Captain Ekramullah
who had promptly returned the
bag.

Captain Ekramullha’s timely
response reflected highly on the
professionalism and integrity of
the Civil Aviation Security Staff,
the US Ambassador said.
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New Japanese
envoy meets

Chief Whip

The newly appointed Japa-
nese Ambassador in Bangia-
desh Shigeo Takenaka called on
Khondaker Delwar lossain,
Chiel Whip of the Jatiya San
gsad at the Sangsad Bhaban
yesterday, reports UNB.

Takenaka, during the dis-
cussion, appreciated the devel-
opment activities initiated by
the present government and ex-
pressed his happiness over the
industrial policy.

Rajshahi Board
HSC exam
begins June 17

RAJSHAHI, June 14: A total
of 80,721 students including
24,392 girls will appear in the
HSC examination '93 under
Rajshahi Secondary and Higher
Secondary Education Board
beginning on June 17, reports
BSS. '

Some 55, 310 students will
appear from humanities group,
15,872 students [rom science
group, 9,526 students from
commerce group and 13 from
home economics group.

The examination will be held
in 197 centres under the board.

Necessary arrangements ha-
ve been undertaken for peaceful
holding of the examination.
External invigilator teams have
been formed to supervise the
examination.

Workshop on
urban water
system begins

RAJSHAHI, June 14: A
three-day workshop on ‘Urban
water system surveillance in
Bangladesh’ with an aim to in-
novate system for supplying
pure drinking water in urban
arcas ol the country began at
Postal Academy auditorfum
here today, reports BSS.

Jointly sponsored by Public
Health Engineering Department
(DPHE) and WHO. the work
shop is being participated by
DPHE officials and officials of
Public Works Department of
Rajshahi, Khulna, Mymensingh
and Comilla.

Addressing the inaugural
secssion of the workshop as the
chiel guest, Rajshahi City
Mayor Mizanur Rahman Minu
said water supply in urban ar-

!

- cas is one of the essential re-

quirements in civic life. He said
the prevalling water supply
sysiem could netyaeg!t the con-
sumption need due to growing
urbanisation. Prdpef emphasis
had to be laid to supply pure
drinking water, he added.

The Mayor said in some ur-
ban areas underground water is
casily available while in some
areas underground water level
is so low that it is difficult to
lift water. He said due to ad-
verse eflect of the Farakka
Barrage, ground water level in
Rajshahi region has sharply
fallen.

% Happy Birthday %

to
Anika

From
Dadimona, Dadaji,
Dolly Apu, Ammu,
Abbu & Rafia
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113-116, OLD AIRPORT ROAD, TEJGAON, DMAKA-1215 PLOT # 3, CDA AVENUE, SHOLOSHAMAR C/A, CHITTAGONG

We like to think the world revolves around the new Pajero.
Actually, it's the other way around.
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