DHAKA MONDAY, JUNE 14, 1993

- Dhaka Day by Day
A Child's World

by Nilratan Halder
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Born free but

She has the luxury of having iwo namws, both
famous in their own right, onc - a central char-
acter of 1lomer's llliad; and the other, of contem-
porary Bangladesh Politics. The little girl from a

-

remote village in Kurigram has nothing else

common with her more illustrious pecress.
Indeed Helen and Hasina are two names too
heavy for this emaciated girl to carry. The incon-

ities in her nanies have been amply betrayed

the very look she wears. Even the chronic

food-deficient area she hails [rom has left a mark
of its own on her in the most typical manner.
Bewildered and lost in this affluent metropo-
lis, this our Helen or Hasina has known for the
first ime what it feels like being miles away from
her poor but dear parents and brothers and sis-
ters. The prospect of getting enough quality food

to eat has brought her to this capital of many
opportunities, but for the time being she and her

parents have settled for her for the job of a
house-maid. Tender and innocent, the girl could
not think of a better placc for her work than in
the residence of one of her relatives, a carcer
woman, who works in a government office,

So far so good. But the problem begun the

very first day the girl was left alone in the flat
girl who has never

locked from outside. For a
scen even a district town, this is the ultimate

isolation from human soctety. The shock of being
confined within the four walls was toe much for

the hapless little girl. She cried her heart out.

The confinement and banishment have together
ring for this [rail, tender
soul. Perhaps the memories of her village life -
no matter how much deprived and destitute that
may be — came crowding to make her situatjon

proved loo

even more pathetic.

Evidently, nefther the woman has been
sensitive to the psychic nced of ithe lttle
soul although she might have been mindful only

USIS Worldnet
Dialogue June 16

The United States Informa-

.« Photo :

. gelic, they are wiser loo.

Concern sends
relief for flood

i

Bt
.....

?;'Q%égb

to the biological need of the poor girl. The help-
lessness of this girl, sarprisingly, has not drawn
attention of many of the residents of the four-
storey flat. But one who is more scnsitive than
others find oneself in an equally, like the girl,
helpless situation. Such a person is most likely
to be misunderstood and his/her praying atti-
tude will not be well rececived. After all the
woman who has hired the girl has not yet tor-
tured the little one for her misdemeanor.
Compared to the brutal treatment and bizarre
atrocities meted out to maid servants and boy
servants, hers is not a very cruel working envi-
ronment. That is however the conventional view.

Beyond such skin-deep observations, there is
a mental crisis for each and every human being.
Born free, th¢ human child is alterwards
chained everywhcre at each of his/her step. In
the natural surrounding, childhood {s a most
divine thing to happen to the human species.
But this has been marred by existing incquali-
tics, injustice and exploitation by some in soci-
ety. So Helen's name will ring hollow, Hasina s
will smack of mockery. The fear of being lonely
and removed from the surroundings she has
known since her birth is as painful as of the un-
timely separation from her mother's umbilical
chord.

Rare are the people who can appreciate this
inescapable mental mooring: and still rarer are
the people who would volunteer to go through
the sacrifices necessary for attempting to correct
this human and secial defect. Children are an-

Tnhmﬁ new better than
us. The guestion of banning child labour is not
the issue here we can reasonably do justice to:
what however we can do is to give a little more
compassion and understanding for these little
members of our socicty at no extra cost on our
family budgct,

Dhaka Sangbadpatra
Hawkers Bahumukhi
Co-op Society

Metropolitan

Objective journalism to
fight social evils urged

By Staff Correspondent

The Speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad Shaikh Razzaque Al
yesterday called for objective
journalism coupled with re-
sponsibility by the mediamen of
the country for improving the
social values.

“The journalists should use
their mighty pen fearlessly
while being objective to remove
all social evils,” he said.

The Speaker was inaugurat-
ing a seminar on "Media Coope-
ration in South Asia — Pros-
pects of Cooperation” at the
Press Institute of Bangladesh
(PIB) in the city yesterday.

Presided over by Chairman,
PIB Gazi Shamsur Rahman, the
seminar was also addressed by
special guest Barrister Motnul

Hussein, Chairman, South
Asian Working Journalists
Coordination Council, Reazu-
ddin Ahmed, Bangladesh Fed-
eral Union of Journalists
(BFUJ) Secretary General
Amanullah Kabir and PIB
Director General Dr Tawhidul
Anwar,

Speaking on the role of
newsmen in consolidating
democtacy in the country, the
Speaker suggested that the
journalists thromgh their inves-
tigative reports should unveil
wrong doings in an objective
manner.

Editors and senior journal-
ists took part in the discussions

at the working sessions of the
seminar.
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tion Scrvice (USIS) in Dhaka

will hold a televised Worldnet

Dialogue on "Judicial Reform”

Wednesday (June 18] evening,
UNB.

Chief Judge of the US Court
of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Abner Mikva and
Professor of Law at Georgetown
University in Washington Paul
Rothstein will discuss judicial
reform.

viclims
Concern has senl emergency
relief goods including chira. gur
and biscuits for distribution
among the flood affected peopic
in Hobigahj district. a Concern
press release said here yester-

day. reports BSS.

. A Concern assessmenl team
is now visiting Jokigonj thana
o assess the flood situation.

Monowara Hospital (Pvt) Ltd
Announces

Health Card Scheme
for the health conscious people.

HEALTH CARD

Since our inception in October 1990, we have aiways
been pioneer in offering state-of-the-art techniques,

services and facilties.

Now we are introducing a special Health Card Scheme
with the best of your heaith care in mind.

As a Card hoider you are amongst the privileged few who
not only enjoy the most modern facilities available with us
bul are also entitied 1o a number of exclusive benefits of

the scheme.
EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS

@ General health check up  including following
diagonostic tests at the time of issuing health card.

~ Blood grouping & Ah factor - TC, DC, Hb%, ESR

— Random bilood sugar -- Serum cholesterol -- HBsAg

- VDRL - Urine routine & microscopic examination

-~ Siool routine & microscopic examination

— X-Ray chest (P/A) - ECG,

® 10% special concession on all investigations
Pathological Radiological and Non-invasive (without

any upper limi).

® 10% special concession on room charges.
® Free consultation with our duty doclors al oul

patient department.

® Free accidemt insurance upto Tk. 50,000/= flor

each card holder.

All for Tk 2000/= (Per annum) for individual and
Th.3800/-(Per annum) for couple

T/

JALID

for details
Monowara Hospital (Pvt) Lrd.
54. SIDDESHWARI ROAD, DHAKA-1217

Phone: 400358, 400872, 402122, 412703

10 U~/
contact
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awarded Gold Medal

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Sangbadpatra
| lawkers Bahumukhi Coopera-
tive Socicty expressed gratitude
to Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia for awarding it Gold
Medal for being the leading
society in the
country, says a press release.

Begum Khaleda Zia pre-
sen the Gold Medal to the
society President A Hat Bhutyan
at a function at the Osmany
Memorial Hall Saturday.

The president and the gen-
eral secretary of the society,in a
statement, also expressed their
gratitude to LGRD and
Cooperative Minister Barrister
Abdus Salam Talukdar, Deputy
Minister A Hye, Secretary Mahe
Alam, Cooperative Regisirar
Azizul llagque Bhutyan, and
president of cooperative union
Salauddin, MP.

Govt permits 4
private varsities

The government has so far

| given pcrmission for setting up

four private universities in the
country, Education Minister
Barrister Zamiruddin Sircar

lold the Jatiya Sangsad yesler-
day, reporis BSS.

Replying to a question [rom
Mirza Azam (AL), the Education
Minister said these universitics
are North-South Universily,
Ceniral Woman Universily,
Independent University, and
Scicnee and Technical Univer-

sity, Chitlagong.
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Salam assures allout help to

better lot of slum dwellers

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder yesterday assured all
possible government assistance
to improve the living conditions
of the slum dwellers in various
cities and towns of the country,
reports BSS.

He was inaugurating a day-
long orientation workshop on
the slum development project
under Local Government
Engincering Directorale al the
Local Government auditorium
here at Agargaon.

Barrister Salam Talukder,
quoting surveys, said there were
about one crore people in the
country who live in the slums.

lle said the slum dwellers
were nearly 10 per cent of the

'country's population, of which

60 per cent live in various
slums of the Dhaka metropolis.
If the problems of the slum

lem.

Presided over by Sccretary ol
the Loral Government Division
Mushfiqur Rahman, the inau-
gural session of the workshop
was addressed, among others,
by Khulna city Mayor Sheikh
Taicbur Rahman, UNICEF ofli-
cial Dr. Delwar Ali Khan, Project
director of the slum develop-
ment project J R Choudhury,
Chief Engineer of LGRD Q |
Siddique, Dinajpur Paurashava
Chairman Mohsin All and
Barisal municipality Adminis-
trator Ahsan labib Kamal. A
number of paurashava Chair-
men and ward commissioners
from Dhaka, Rajshahi, Chitta-
gong and Khulna attended the
workshop.

Salam Talukder, who ex-

_plained government's uimgst

dwellers in Dhaka can be re- °

moved, the Minister said, the
country would be able to over-
come 60 per cent of the prob-

sincerity to mitigate the suller-
ings of the slum dwellers, ob-
served that government would
always want to see these prob-
Jems solved. But he pointed oul
that such a problem could not

be solved by any government
alone unless the task was
jointly approached by various
caonccerned quarters,

in this context, the Minister
underlined the importance of
involving the slum people in the
shum development projects. He
said without their active coop-
eration no such project could be
made successful.

In his presidentia! speech,
Mushfliqgur Rahman said that
the key role in the development
of shums was mainly vested on
the municipalities or the city
corporations and the govern-
ment could only cooperate with
their ventures. In this context,
he pointed out that the gowern-
ment would extend all possible
help to the municipal corpora-
tions in this regard,

Khulna City Corporation
Mayor Taicbur Rahman said
that under the rule of the pre-
sent government his city corpo-
ration was getling adcquate
fund for developmental projects.
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Hugh Brammer, a British scientist,
yesterday at the conclusion of a two-day
An hssessment of the effects on Bangladesh,” organised
(BUP). Also seen are: Richard Warrick (c) and Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman (right).

addressing a press conference at the Jatiya Press Club
workshop on "Greenhouse effects and climatic change:
by the Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad

— Star photo
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Refrigerators Wanted

One hundred refrigerators withdouble glass door
(front) having gross volume of atleast 250 litre
and effective volume of 230 litre, lighting display
at front with 15 W light. For details please contact:
SABINCO, Steel House (5th floor), Kawran Bazar,
 Dhaka, Phone: 815883-6. D-405

Obituary

Dewan Abdul Basir, aged 78, of Ita Dewan Bari,
Mansurnagar, Maulvi Bazar breathed his last on
11th June at 4:30 PM (Innalillahi-wa-inna illahi
rajiun). He was a retired Deputy Chief Inspector

of Explosives. His Qul Khani will be held at his
own Dhanmondi residence on Monday, 14th June
after Asr prayers. All friends, relatives and well-
wishers are requested to participate in the dua.
$-190

dvertising

xecutive

The largest advertising agency in
Bangladesh requires an Executive for its
Client Servicg operations,

‘Applicants (maleffemale) with a MBA
degree will be given preference. Strong
background in written and spoken
English is an essential qualification.
This is a hi-profil lpbwhludlm.
initiative, interpersonal skills and the

| Excellent terms and conditions await the
il fidat

Apply in confidence to GPO Box No. 501,
Dhaka-1000 by June 19, 1993.

More reactions on bmiget

Narayanganj Chamber ol
Commerce and Industry, while
praising the budget. exprussed
concern over what 1t deseribed
as abscnce of protective mea-
surcs for the local industrics
because of free import of vart-
ous items also made in the
country, reports BSS.

Rupall Bank Officers
Association in ils reaction con
gratulated the government for
the wellare oriented and pro
people budget.

Bangladesh Nagarik Adhikar
Parishad stressed the need for
reducing system loss in the
power sector so thal ultimately
power rates could be reduced. |t
also pointed out what it said,
the absence of budgetary allo-
cation for housing sector.

Among others, Zia Parishad,
Zia Health Foundation, Bang-
ladesh Muslim League, Bangla-
desh Krishak Sangram Samity .
Bangladesh Development
Forum, and Communist Party
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of Bangladesh expres
reactions on the budget.

mixed

Bangladesh Jute Mills
Association (BJMA) hailed the
budget saying it confirms the

rnment's commitment to
further deregulating and open-
ing up the economy with the
eventual aim of integration into

Lhe market.
MA agrees with the

Finance Ministry that much of
the jute sector reforms under-
taken by the previous regime
were based on short-term politi-
cal expediency rather than with
a view (o res long term fi-
nancial viability. The Finance
Minister in his budget speech
has referred to the jute sector
reforms that will be imple-
mented by the present govern-
ment and which includes i

nancial restructuring, downsiz

ing and rationalisation ol op

crations, privatisation, and
phasing out of BJC.
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Temperature may not change

By Staff Correspondent

Light or moderate rain or shower accompanied by temporary
gusty wind is likely to occur at many places over Khuina,

Barisal and Chittago

ng divisions and at one or two places over

Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions duging the next 24 hours com-
mencing 8 pm Sunday, Met oflice lorecasts.
Day temperature is likely to remain mainly unchanged dur-

ing the
The

riod over the country, it adds.
st temperature of the country

Sunday 36.7 degree

Celsius was recorded at Chuadanga and the lowest, 21.4 degree
Celstus was reported from Sylhet
The sun sets today (Monday) at 6-47 pm and rises tomorrow

(Tuesday) at 5,11 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in important cities and towns yesterday were:

Cities/Towns Temperature in Humidity in
degree Celstus percentage
3 Max Min Bam 6pm
Dhaka 31.4 24 .5 77 K8
Chittagong 32.0 22.5 83 76
Rajshaht 33.3 238 78 LX)
Khuilna 31.5 25.4 92 HH
Barisal 30.0 22.8 86 83
Cox's Bazar 31.0 23.5 80 L)
Sylhet 32.8 214 73 66
Mnajpur 32.6 24 4 73 67
[Rangpur 2.7 24 6 HO 64
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