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Rebels want global
arms ban on Myanmar

WASHINGTON, June 10:
The head of a rebel coalition
urged President Bill Clinton on
Wednesday to implement a US
Senate resolution seeking a
global arms embargo and trade
sanctions against the military
government in Myanmar, re-
ports Reuter.

General Bo Mya. Prosudieni
of the National Council of he
Union Myanmar, said the rul
ing military junta had no inten
tion of honouring the results of
May 1990 elections that the
generals Jost by a landslide.

“The situation in Myanmar
is dire. It is time of action,” he
told reporters at the national
press club.

The sense of the Senate
resolution, sponsored hy New
York democrat Daniel Maoyni-
han, urged Clinton to pruss the
UN Sceurity Council to adopt

BLIEFLY

an arms embargo and olher
sanctions against the junta,
known as the Siale Law and
Ordcer Restoration Council.
The resolution passed by
the US Senate on May 27, dc-
mands the releasc [rom housc
arrest of Aung Sun Suu Kyi,
head ol the party that won 80
per cent of the vote in the
1990 clections, and winner of
the 199] Nobel peace prize. It
also calls for the transfer of
power to the election winners.

Bo Mya, 65, commards
ethnic Karen insurgents, onc
of the many indigenous mi-
norities battling the junta un-
der the council banner also
part of the group are Myanmar
siudents and Buddhist monks
who led pro-democracy demo-
nstrations that were crushed
by the military in 1988,

Li Pen%i

recovered fro
spokesman said

yesterday, reports AFP from

mll: Chinese Premier Li Peng has
fliness and will begin public duties alter
being out of view for nearly two months, a government .

Befing

"Prime Minister Li Peng is doing very well with his recovery,”

ministry

receive Prime Minister Mahathir.”
Mahathir Mohamad is due here Sunday

man Wu Jianmin said, he will personally

Malaysian Prime Minister
for a nine-day visit.

The 65-year-old Li was believed to have suflfered a heart at-

Ltack, Chlncu sources said.

IU in Tottenham starts soon:

The Islamic Universi
the first batch of stu

in Tottenham will soon open its doors for
ts, according to press reports in Jeddah

quoting dispatches from London,

reports [INA from London.

The University's rector, Sheikh Mohammed Kamal told the

Saudi daily Al-Madina newspaper that at the be
versity will start by teaching secondary stage o

ing the uni-
education plus

English language to prepare its students for unfversity educa-

tion.

He also said the university will organize intensive courses lo

teach English

in addition to the other subjects de

cided by the British government.

Sheikh Kamal said the university

will teach the Islamic syl-

labus which includes the Arabic language, Holy Quran, Hadith,

Tafsir, Tawheed and Creed.

Israel raids Palestinian camp :
Isracli helicopter gunships fired two rockets into a Pal{'stmian
refugee camp in South Lebanon on Wednesday night, sccurity
sources and witnesses said, Reuter reports from Sidon.

They said two helicopters, flying low over the Meditcrrancan
under the cover of darkness, fired the rockets at Ain cl-Hilweh
camp on the outskirts of the port of Sidon, 40 km (25 milcs)

south of Beirut.

There was no immediate word on casualtics and the attacked
target was not Immediately identified.

Smoke billowed over the shanty town as Palestinian gucrillas
and Lebancse army soldiers opened heavy machincgun firc on
the attacking helicopters. but none of the aircralt were hit, they

said.

Tamil rebels kill 3 cops :

Japan asks Iran to avoid

major military build-up

TOKYO, June 10: Japan, in
resuming s official yen loan to
Iran afler 18 ycars last month,
urged Tehran Lo avoid a major
military build-up that would

threaten. neighbouring coun
trics, a newspaper said
Wednesday, reports AFP,

The Asahi Shimbun said

Japan made the request both
verbally and fn writing on May

29, telling Iran it may
"reconsider” its aid policy i
Tehran was Lo expand its mili-
tary sharply.

The Japanesc government
has bricfed the United States
of these measures, the daily
said.

Japanese Forcign Ministry
officials were not immediately
available for comment on the

report.
The United States has re-

portedly asked its allics not 1o
provide economic aid to lran,
which has allegedly been build-
ing up its military capabilitics.

Japan cxchanged diplomatic
notes with Iran in Tehran on
May 29 to provide 38.6 billion
yen (361 million dollars) for a
hydro clectric power plant
project.

It was the f[irst official
Japanese loan to [ran since
1976 when Tokyo suspended
economic aid to the Middle
East country following its revo-
lution and war with Iraq.

Reuter adds from
Luzembourg: U.S Scerctary of
State Warren Christopher on
Wednesday oflered 1o share in-
telligenece data with westlern

allies in an atlempl to per-

suade them (o pul cconomic
pressure on Iran to abandon

its programme ol nuclear,
chemical and biological arms.

The Europecan Community
meeling Christopher in
Luxembourg, agrnct.r to study
the problem, officials said.

Christopher wld a news con-
ference with EC officials  that
non-proliferation 'was the
“most important issue of the
1990s."

" We nced to concentrate
acltion to deal strongly and
crcatively with dangerous
states thal arce contributing to
tensions in areas le the
Middlc East,” he said.

" The most worrisome of
these countrics, the one
Europe can most directory in-
Muence, is Iran. 1 suggested
the European Community that
we need a ::ﬂﬂccti'.rt. policy of
containment?

UNOSOM Pakistani soldier watches over some Somali men who were captured in
Mogadishu as they were armed with guns Wednesday. The tension between Pakistanis and
Somalis is very high after 23 Pakistanis were killed during the last weekend in fightings

with Somali gunmen.

—AFP/UNB photo

scparatist rebels attacked a police post in northwest Shri
Lanka, killing three men and wounding two, police said
Thursday, Reuter reports from Colombo.

The rebels crossed a lagoon to attack police bunkers on
Wednesday night, officials said.

The rebels have fought for the past decade for a separate
state for minority Tamils.

11 shot dead in Punjab : civen peopic

were shot dead by Punjab militants in three villages of
Lakhmipur Kheri district Wednesday night, PT1 reports from

Lucknow .

Militants first struck in village Rahipara killing six people;

reports said

They then shot dead three persons in Kharana and two in

Chaturtpur villages.

Mondale US envoy to Japan :

Former vice president Walter Monidale has accepted an offer ln
scrve as the next US ambassador to Japan, an administration

official said W

. AFP reports from Washington.

The official said the White House planned to anmounce the

appointment later in Lhe day.
Mondale, 65, who has

since an unsuccessful run for the

law in his native Minnesota
ncy in 1984, would

replace outgoing ambassador Micheal Armacost.

The White House was eager lo appoint a new ambassador
bejore the summit of the Group of Seven (G7) industrialised
countries in Tokyo from July 7 10 9,

Azhar to increase scholarahign:

Azhar has decided 1o increase its scholarships 1o students

various partis of the Islamic world to 1,000 during

academic year according

the next

o the needs and requirements of cach

Islamic country, reports IINA from Cairo.

The Azhar will particularly

increasc the scholarships

granied lo the students from the Islamic republic in Central
Asia and the former Sovict Union.
This was stated by the rector of Azhar Sheikh Jad Al-Hag Alf

Jad Al-Haq during a meeting recently

in Cairo with the gradu-

ates of the 20th session of Imams and preachers from a number

of Islamic countries.

The Azhar decided 1o supply cach of the graduates with an

Islamiic

Mbrary conlaining a number of fmportant Islamic books

io take home and distribute among mosques so as 10 benefit as

many pcople as possibic there.

UK to allow
dual passport

for HK citizens |

HONG KONG, Junc 10: The
British government is 1o allow
Hong Kong citizens to hold dual
British passports to ecnable
them to travel freely in the run-
up to China's takeover in 1997,
it was reporied today. says AFP.

Press said Briitain
had the instsicncoe that
the internationally recognized
British Dependent Terrilories
Citizen [(BDTC) be re-
placed before handover by
the new PBritish National
Overseas (BNO| versson

British Home
hael Howard

Funcinpec wins Cambodian
polls, certifies UN

PHNOM PENH, June 10:
The United Nations certified
Tursday that the royalist op-
position Funcinpec Parly won
lasl month's Cambodian elec-
tions by a 7.25 percentage
point margin, and that the poll
was “frce and fair,” reports
AFP. :

Funcinpce won 45.47 per
cent of the vote, compared to
38.22 garnered by Lhe gov-
ernment's Cambodian People's
Party (CPP), UN Transitional
Authorily in Cambodia (UNTA-
C) chicf Yasushi Akashi annou-
nced during a meeting of the
Supreme National Council
(SNC).

But the Phnom Penh gov-
crnment announced immedi-
alcly that it did not recognize
the result, and that the cre-
ation of the new government

‘free and fatr manner,”

depends on the resolution of
what it called "massive elec-
toral irrcgularities.”

Akashi already dismisscd the
government’s claim ol such ir-
rcgularitics Wednesday, and
reiterated his position to the
SNC, which groups Cambodia’s
main factions.

“l am now prepared to an-
nounce on behalfl of the
Scegretary General that the lat-
est stage of the election pro-
cess has been performed in a
he told
the council.

“The result | have { an-
nounced early and accuralely
reflects the will of the
Cambodian people and must be
respected,” he said.

The Buddhist Liberal Demo-
cratic Party ol former Prime
Minister Son Sann received.
just 3. El per cent of the vote,

Akashi said,

A statemcent read by Phnom
Penh Prime Minister Hun Sen
said his government could not
recognize the result of the UN-
organized poll, but that it
would send its elected mem-
bers to the first meeting of the
constitucnt assembly Monday
to begin work on a new const-
tution.

“But the adoption of the
new constitution and the
creation of the new govern-
menl will be dependent upon
the satisfactory resolution of
the allegations of massive elec-
toral frregularities,” Hun Sen
said.

“Until the many outstanding
fssucs concerning the clection
are resolved, the current gov-
rrnm:nl will stay in place,” he

US backs Japan, FRG for SC seat

NEW YORK, Junc 10: The
Uniled States ambassador to
the United Nations said
Washinglon sup Japan
and Germany's E:d for a ::r
manenl Sccurity Council seat
and would spell out its pro-
posals at the end of the month,
reporis Reuter.

Madeleine Albright, In a
spcech to the Foreign Policy
Association late on Tuesday,
also said the United States
would recommend an inspec-
lor general's office Lo uct
audits and investigate abuses in
the United Nations bureau-
Cracy.

On Security Council reform,
she said the Clinton adminis-
lralion, In contrast to its pre-

decessors, “believes both
Japan and Germany should be
made permanent members of
the Security Council,” accord-
ing to a text of her address.

But she said proposals o
expand council membership
should not “'sacrifice the
council’s new-found effective-
NCss.

Albright said the United
Slatcs would prepare a
“detailed response™ at the end
of the month to Secretary
General Boutros Boutros
Ghall's request for views on
expanding the council.

Of the council's 15 members
only five — the United States,
Russia, China, Britain and
France — have permanent

scats. which permit them to
block any action with a veto.

Germany and Japan feel they
are cntitled to seat while
Third World countries have ar-
gucd for years that the council
is. dominated by the wealthy
nations and should be ex-
panded to include such -
lous states as India, Brazil and
Nigeria.

Until now, the United Staics
his ignored these calls, which
would need a change in the
U.N charter and may open a
Pandora’'s box on other mea-
SUNes.

France and Britain could

veto any proposals that would
deprive them of a council seat.

|

Delhi’s N -plan
passing thru’
a ‘dark phase’

NEW DELHI, June 10: Indi-
a's nuclear programme is
passing through a “dark pha-
sc,” because of the embargo
clamped on exports of various
cquipment by the United States
and Europe, nuclear scientists
said Wednesday, reports AFP.

Indian purchases of crucial
items required for nuclear re-
scarch have been hit by the
cmbargo imposed after the Gulf
war, the Press Trust of India (
PTl) quoted A.N Prasad,
Director of the Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre [(BARC), as
saying in Bombay.

“The embargo by the Intern-
ational weapons community fs
one of the steps in their stepp-
ng up of intrusive inspection
capabilities as they do not trust
even NPT signatories alter the

experience with Iran and Iraq,”
Prasad said.

Rocket hit kills
5 in Kabul

ISLAMABAD, June 10: At
lcast five people died when
rockets and heavy weapon fire
hil parts of Kabul Wednesday,
the state-run Radio Kabul said,
eports AFP.

The broadcast, monitored
hcre, said as many as 37 rocket
and artillery shells landed in
residential areas of the city,
adding that the attack came
[rom southwest of the capital.

On Sunday, some 10 mor-
tars were fired into Kabul injur-
ing four people.

A shaky ccasefire has been

in force alter Mujahideen par-
tics signed an agreement in the
castern Afghan city of Jalalabad
on May 20,

Under the accord President

Burhanuddin Rabbani's main

Commander Ahmed Shah
Muasood agreed to step down as
defence minister,

A multi-party commission
under the president was as-
signed to run the defence min-
istry, but it has not so [ar
started functioning.

Sutherland
GATT DG

GENEVA, June 10: Former
EC Commissioner Peter Suth-
crland who was appointed to
head the GATT on Wed
is"a ‘well-respected diplomat
known as a staunch supporter
ol [ree trade as well as an
advocate of European union,
reports AFP.

Irish-born Sutherland, 47,
was Commissioner for compe-
tition at the European Comm-

unity (EC) from 1985 to 1089,
As such, he was involved in the

deregulation of the afrline and
tekfummunimhnu industries

within EC member states that
had been extremely protective
of those two markets.

Earlier this year, Suther-
land also issued a report on
greater European trade unity
that had been commissioned
by the EC.

His nomination to become
Director General of the Gene-
ral Agreement on Tariff and
Trade (GATT) came after the
111 contracting parties to the
GATT reached a consensus on
his appoiniment, diplomatic
sources said.
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TOKYO: Newly wed Prince Naruhito (L) and Créewn
Princess Masako look through an album of impromptu

writings by friends at their residence in the Akasak Palace
after they rode in a 4.2 kilometer nm'cade Wednesday. .

—-AFPHJNBphda

Honourable Miss Masako

TOKYO: Former diplomat and commoner Masako Owada be-

came not only a Japanese Crown Princess but an "honourable
Miss Masako” her marriage to Crown Prince Naruhito
on Wednesday, reports AFP.
- Japanese media have referred to Owada as "Masako-San"
ever since her :ngagmcm to the Prince was announced in
January, adopting standard Japanese honorific for both
men and women, either martied or unmniud

But they immediately switched to "Masako-Sama” after the

. using the more polite form which effectively pults
"honourable” in front of the title. '

Although "Sama"” is often used as a sign of respect, it is by no
means limited to the Japanese ?‘mlyurarhtucrag——-
shopkcepers often use this'form to address customers. But re-
peated use can be viewed as sarcasm.

Although some newscasters who had become accustomed to
using

Wednesday, bigger mistakes were made.

I am innocent, she is culpnt

JOHANNESBURG: A
woman convicted with Winnie
Mandela on kidnap and as-

sault charges went to jail on
Wednesday, declaring her in-
nocence and saying Mrs
Mandela was the real culprit,
reporis Reuter. :
Xolisaw Falati went to a §
police station in Soweto to |
begin the two-year jail sen-
tence imposed in May 1991 for
her part in the kidnap and as- |
sault of four black youths in
the black -
Mrs Mandela, l:cn'vlcmd on |
similar charges, had her six- |
year jail term set aside by an |
appeal court last week. The

court a 15,000 rand 8 e

Falati told a news confer- l: 8L W ’ra Py
ence before for that ¥% .. <54 - LY
Mrs Mandela's orders. 'I'!cplmmy, shé has mioricy, that's'
why I'm going to jail and she's free,” Falati said. "I'm innocent....

Shcutht:culprft. My hands are clean.”

It’s harder for US cfuldren

WASHINGTON: Eight in every 10 Americans believe it w'lll be

“harder for their children to achieve the American dream of good

life, though only 17 per cent say they have done so, a Gallup
Poll released said, reports Xinhua

The poll found B0 per cent Americans say thosc who are
children today will have a harder time achieving the American
dream. A goal Americans generally connect with having a job
they like, owning a home and sending their children to a good
college.

The survey, conducted by Gallup for the CNBC Cable
Network, found most Americans worried about a number of ob-
stacles that could keep them from achieying the American
dream.

The poll showed that 72 per cent Americans were
‘extremely” or "very" worried about rising taxes, 71 per cent
were equally worried about the cost of education amfc
cent, about hic iliness.

It also found 62 per cent of Americans were s worried
about pension cuts by the Government or their employers, 61
per cent, about cuts in employee benefits and 58 per cent,
about losing their jobs.

Among those polled, only 17 per cent said, "they had
achieved the American’s dream.” Though 68 per cent said, “they
had some hope or expectation of achieving it, less than hall be-
lieved they had a better chance than their parents had.”

The poll, taken by phone May 21-23 with a random sample
of 602 adults, has an error margin of plus or minus 4 percent-
age points.

Deficiency causes low IQ

MANILA: Hundreds of thousands of Filipino infants with low
Intelligence Quoients (1Q) are born every year due to fodine de-
ficiency in the national diet, the Philippine Health Department
said here Thursday, reports AFP.

lmmwammw-mﬂmm
here on "Our children's low intelligence is caused
not by poverty but by a serfous micronutrient mllrlutr!lhn
called lodine Disorder (IDD),” a said.

The Health Department estimates that every year, 720,000 .
infants fall victim to this phenomenon, which wastes about 10
percentage points of an individual's 1Q, she added.

Tamil 1e
Famine occurs when people lose means of gettmg Jood| Teih e

NEW YORK, June 10: Econom-
ics Professor Amartya Sen
of Harvard University says
that famine occurs when a
substantial proportion of
the population loses the
mecans of obtaining food,

reporis 1PS.
“Such a loss can result from

cexchange rate between
goods and services sold and

1974
aceurred

duclion was at its st.

Famines can be by in-
crcasing the purchasing
power of those Ileast able
lo oblain food, he says,
adding this could be done
by public employment pro-
grammes.

Sen  believes there is a corre-
lation between the occur-
rence of famine and the ex-
istence of [ree press. “If
leaders must seek re-elec-
tion and the press is free o
report starvation and to
criticise policics, then the
rulers have an incentive to
takc preemptive action.”

He says this is why India,
which saw severe drops in
food supply in the 1960s
and 19708, has managed to
stave off famine. In contrast,

volumes of census data and
mortality rates spewed out
by government agencies
cvery year, but the phe-
nomenon of ‘missing wo-
men’ in population statisti-
cs had dark undertones.

According to Prol Sen who
says figures on the life and
death of people reveal
more about a nalion than

" traditfonal Income Indica
tors, thcre may be mon
than 60 milllon femalcs in
Asia who are ‘missing.’

Medical evidence says thal
given similar care, women
tend to outlive men. In
North America and Europe,
women outnumber men by
aboul five per cent.

In contrast, a 1992 census in
india showed only about 93
females for every 100
miales.

The 1992 United Nations re
port The World's Women'
also says countries with low
female ratios include
Afghanistan with 945 fw

every 100 males, Bangla-
desh, 94.1 per cent. Bhutan
with 83.3 per cent, Nepal
94 B per cent, Pakistan
92.1 per cent and Papua
New Guineca 92.8 per cont.

Sen says if the male-female ra
tios in China and India wore
compared Lo the ratio in
sub-Shaharan Africa, !
would appear that 44 mil
lion women in China and
37 millon in India are
‘missing’ from the offivial
population figurcs

“*The phenomenon of the
missing women reflects a
history of higher morality
for lemales and a staunch
anti-female blas in health
care and nutrition n them
countries,” Sen says

His studies of ital records
in Bombay and nutritional
healthcare in two villages in
West Hengal, in his native
India have confllrmed a wys
temie bias in favour ol
msbes.

But Sen says population data
also reveal other “secrels’,

which are hidden by tradi-
tional indicators ol income
and Gross National Product
[GNP).

“The assessment of cconomic
achievement in terms of lfe
and death .... can provide a
fuller understanding for
famine, healthcare a "s::-
ual fmequality as well as
p verty and macial inequdl-
fl: even in wealthy nations

wh as the Unlted States,”
| s,

The conventional measure of
prosperity based on income
and GNP often falls to as;
sess a nation s economic
well-being, the US based
cconomist writes in a re-
cent fssue of the Scientific
American ne,

Citizcns lmw- wealt hy
nation with a much higher
GNP per capita can have a
much lower lic expectancy
than those of a poorer na-
tion, he says.

For example, African-Amert-
cans generally have shorter
Hves than people in China

and the Indian state of
Kerala even though the in-
comes of African-Americans
cannol be adeguately under-
siood when they are
mcasurcd by the yardstick
of income,” says Sen.

The experience of the Indian
datc of Kerala, which has a
population ‘of 29 million,
also bucks the theory that |
poverlty  breeds high mor-
tality in developing coun-

iries.

to trade POWS

Keralans have a lower GNP
per capita than the national
average bul have a life ex-
peetancy of more than 70 |
years — more than that of
richer pations ke Saudi |
Arabia, Bra=zil and South
Africa.

“Such an ac ishment in
the face ol very low income

poverty
the expansion of public ed-
ucation, soctal epidemio-
| care, personal medi-
cal services and subsidised
nutrition,” Sen argues.

the term "Masako-San"™ had to correct themselves:

COLOMBO, June 10: Tamil
lutl"l“ll holding 38 Shri

—



