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Insurer to bear cost : Ma_nnan
Repair work of DC-10
to take 3-4 month

State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism Abdul
Mannan yesterday informed the
House that repair work of the
ill- fated DC 10-30 aircralt of
Biman Ba Airlines,

Rule 300 of the Rules of
Procedure, the State Minister
said that the repair work of the
aircraft would take three to four
months and the cost would be
horne by the insurer as the air-

craft was insured on compre-

hensive terms.

Mannan said that the air-
craft on t from Jeddah to
Dhaka while landing at Dhaka
at about 7.04 am on May 18
last in inclement weather over-
shot the edge of the runway by
about 1350 feet and got :llzik
in muddy soil. Capt. Azizu
was the commander of the
flight. |

He said there were 12 crew
in the flight and 123 passen-
gers inchuding three women and
four children. The cabin crew
on duty very efficiently man-
aged to disembark all the pas-

sengers by emergency exit
within forty-five seconds of the
accident. -

He said that the 6-member
inquiry committee set up im-
mediately after the accident
headed by member, operation
of CAAB, had already taken in-
terviews of the crew of the flight
and taken the flight recorder
and the black-box of the flight
into their possession. Later the
committee was with
the inclusion of the Flight
Engineer, Technical of Biman,
and representative of Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Authority.

The statement over, Awami
League member Sheikh Faziul
Karim Selim objected to the
formation of the inquiry com-
mittee alleging that the inclu-
sion of Director, Flight Opera-
tion of Biman in the committee
was not logical as he observed
that the Flight Operation
Directorate of Biman was an
accused party in the accident.

He said that the members of
the Standing Committee was
not consulted when the inquiry
committee was formed.
Similarly they were informed
about the accident four days
after the accident.

Opposition returns
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Tucsday night.

Prof Chowdhury also in-
formed the House that the gov-
ernment, comply with the
opposition demand, had de-
cided to withdraw the
scriptwriter of the controversial
television round-up on the JS
proceedings.

He also said that from now
on, the privilege committee of
Parliament will meet from time
to time to resolve any problem
affecting the relations between
the treasury and opposition
benches.

The Deputy Leader hoped
that the House could now con-
centrate on discussing prob-
lems affecting the national in-
Lerests. .

Samad Azad, acting Leader
of the Opposition, observed that
the understanding would con-
tribute to resolving the national
problems in the House.

Mizanur Rahman Chow- .

dhury of the JP hoped that the
electronic media would, from
now on, equally cover the
political activities of all the par-
ties of the country.

The stalemate in the JS was
created Monday morming when
the Awami League-led opposi-
tion including the Jatiya Party
staged a walk out protesting a
controversial television report
on Sunday's Parliament pro-
ceedings.

Later, they decided to boy-
cott the JS until the concerned

* :itﬂ: mﬂsiti{m ad also

demanded suspension of the
BTV roundup until the issue
was resolved.

The special -privilege
committee of Parliament
comprising senior leaders of

different pariiamentary groups
and particF: met Tuesday night
and after a five-hour long
discussion reached a
consensus on withdrawing the
concerned script writer. They
also agreed that the
programme would remain
suspended until another
competent replacement was

found.

The committee members
examined the text of the script
in question. However, the script
writer— Shawkat Mahmood of
the Dainik Dinkal—was not
called to explain his position.

The privilege cemmittee
members who were present in
Tuesday night's meeting
included Majid-ul-Haque
(representing the Leader of the

. House), chief whip Khandaker

Delwar Hossain, State Minister
for Law Barrister Aminul
Haque, Sajeda Chowdhury
(representing the Leader of the
Opposition), Tofael Ahmed of
the AL, Mafiur Rahman Nizami
of the Jamaat and Shahjahan
Siraj of the Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dal (JSD). The Law Minister
and the information Minister
were also present at the
meeting on special invitation ol
the Speaker, head of the
committee.

Meanwhile, senior leaders of
the opposition, meeting for a
while yesterday morning to
decide its course ol action
following the boycott, felt that
there was no bar to return to
the House since the demands
had been met.

Later, the leaders of both
benches met in the Speaker's
chamber to formalise the
understanding teached the

previous night.

New bu
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the annual development pro-
gramme (ADP) remains largely
dependent on foreign aid.

Whatever had been shown in
the revenue budget's accounts,
the symptom of having an ag-
gregate deficit is a chronic phe-
nomenon of the budget charac-
teristics. However, the deficit
was reduced from nine per cent
of the GDP in 1981-82 to 7.1
per cent in 1991-92.
Rationalising the ADP expendi-
ture and marked improvement
in revenue earnings through
structural changes of the taxa-
tion system contributed to
bridging the gap between ex-
penditure and earnings.

Current expenditure as a
percentage of the GDP rose
from 5.6 per cent in 1981-92 to
a peak of 8.6 per cent in 1990-
91. On the other hand, devel-
opment ¢ fture declined
from ten per cent of the GDP to
6.3 per cent over the same pe-
riod.

The situation of overall bud-
get deficit over the last decade
has shown virtually no im-
provements. The deficit, which
was Taka 21.03 billion in FY-'81
is now estimated to be about
Taka 41.80 billion in FY-'92.

Net foreign [financing,
including grants, also kept on
increasing during the period

dget today

and stands at Taka 48.80
billion in FY-'92 from the figure
of 16.44 billion in FY-'81.

However, in contrast, net
domestic financing showed a
negative trend of growth. From
Taka 5.90 billion in FY-'B1, it
has now come down to Taka
7.10 billion on the negative
side.

The public sector corpora-
tions continued to remain in a
mess over the last decade. The
total profit in 1991-92 of seven
major sector corporations — the
Bangladesh Jute Mills Cor-
poration (BJMC), the Bang-
ladesh Textile Mills Corporation
(BTMC), the Bangladesh Sugar
and Food Industries Corpo-
ration (BSFIC], the Bangladesh
Steel and Engineering Cor-
poration (BSEC), the Bangla-
desh Chemical Industries
Corporation (BCIC), the Bang-
ladesh Forest Industries Deve-
lopment Corporation (BFIDC)
and the Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation (BPC) — was Taka
154.2 crore. Of this amount,
the BPC alone contributed Taka
618.2 crore while the BJMC
alone incurred a Taka 308.5
crore loss.

A special cabinet meeting is
scheduled at 1:30 pm today to
approve the 1993-984 budget for
it to be placed in Parliament.
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Reception

CHITTAGONG, June 9:
Bangladesh, still expecting the
return of Chakma refugees from
the camps located in Tripura
state of India, degided to keep
the reception centres open even
tomorrow though the scheduled
repatriation Tuesday fafled to

e off, officials said.

Talking to The Dalily Star
over telephone the Special
Affairs Secretary Nasrullah
Khan said "We have kept the
reccption camps open to receive
the Chakma refugees if they
come back as the bilateral
agreement with India on repa-
triation of tribesmen still stands
valid."

"Besides, talks with India

will continue to start the
slanned repatriation which has

.
S

l:ampa Hnrm_w ir]..-th—e -_nhtnnr tribal refugee

From Nurul Alam
run into trouble on the first
day,” Khan added with a note of
optimism.

The Deputy Commissioncer of
Khagrachhari Yar Mohammad
said “"We have not yet decided to
pack up our reception camps as
the repatriation agreement
made with India on June 1 still
exists and has not been can-
cclled.

"We have even received no
notice from the Indian side
about cancellation of our bilat-
eral agreement on repatriation,”
the Deputy Commissioner
added, saying "As per the
agreement we will keep our of-
ficials waiting tomorrow also at
Ramgarh and Tabalchhari re-
ceplion centres to receive the
Chakma rcfugees il they should

who crossed over to Bangladesh at the Ramgarh
reception camp although others refused to come back Tuesday seen talking to Secretary
Special Affairs Nasrullah Khan. DC Khagrachhari Yar Mohammad is in the middle.

Misalignment in particular can cause
up to 60% loss in tyre mileage.
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Farakka
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contentious f{ssue, the
Agriculture Minister said

esh does not want to
reach nt in a hurry
that might jeopardise the
country’s interest.

The present mment is
fully alert and will not allow
anyone to go for actions that
will go against the national in-
terest. he added.

Refuting the Awami League’'s
claim, Majid-ul-Haq said it was’
durthg the BNP government
that Bangladesh had reached

| an agreement with India for the

irst time in 1977 for sharing of

o | the Ganges water.

—Star photo by AKM Mohsin

camps for Chakma refugees
to be kept open

decide to come back.”

"Wc arc rcady in this con-
ncction and loday also | have
bricfed my people to remain
present in both the camps Lo-
morrow (o 1cvceive the re-
turnces,” Yar Mohammad
added.

As per agreement, the sec-
ond balch of Chakma refugees
is scheduled to return through
two reccplion centres on June
10 but [ailure in starting the
repalriation of the first batch
Tuesday has jeopardised the
prospects.

According to both Indian and
Bangladesh oflicials, the rcpa-
triation suffered a fresh set
back as the refugees declined to
come back until their 13-point
chartcr of demands were met.

A
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PM : Education
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Begum Zia said the problem
of "drop outs” should be looked
into and the underprivileged
and poor children should be
brought under schooling to
make the primary education
pro a success.

She mentioned the govern-
ment's "Food for Education”
programme to encourage the
poor students in getting the
light of education.

The Prime Minister said new
institutions for higher education
are being set up to improve the
standard of education and
increase the opportunities for
higher studies. The government
is encouraging the private sec-
tor in this regard, she added,

"Education is a huge ar-
rangement, we welcome initia-
tives of individuals and non-
government organisations to
supplement government efforts
for the development of educa-
tion,” she said appreciating
their role.

Begum Zia termed as excep-
tional the observance of the last
Education Week which had
been observed up to the thana
level.

Expressing her solidarity
with some proposed reforms in
the education sector, she called
upon the educationists to play
their due role fTor the advance-
ment of education in the coun-
iry.
r‘lfThnr: Prime Minister also
stressed the need for eradicat-
ing terrorism and session jam
from the educational arena and
urged all, irrespective of party
affiliation, to make concerted
efforts to this end.

Education Minister Barrister
Jamiruddin Sircar, Education
Secretary Irshadul Huq and
Additional Secretary Khadcja
Azam also addressed the lunc-
tion attended by ministers,
MPs, educationists and senior

officials.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia givin away National Education Week 93 pﬁze to one of
\ the recipients at the Osmany Auditorium in the city yesterday.

— PID photo

Naruhito, Owada wed
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ing a mace, led by the chief
court ritualist.

Owada, a former diplomat,
was hel by two assistants as
she appeared before the sanc-
tuary wearing a 12-layered silk
kimono featuring a hexagonal
gardenia pattern on a green
background. The massive dress
weighed 14 kilograms (31
pounds) and dates from the
Heian era (794 to 1185).

Speaking in ancient
Japanese before his bowing
bride at the sacred alter of the
mythical sun-goddess
Amaterasu, Naruhito vowed the
couple would "cherish each
other and have everlasting af-
fection.”

After the brief ceremony, the
couple moved to an outer sanc-
tum to exchange cups of sake,
formally sealing the marriage.

Most of the officlal guests,
including members of the impe-
rial family, wore formal Western
dress for the ceremony which
took place in the palace garden.
The Prince's parents, Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
did not attend the ceremony but
were scheduled to meet formally
with the couple in the after-
noon.

The 29-year-old Owada be-
gan her last morning as a com-
moner two and a hall hours
earlier, bidding a final farewell
to her family before being
whisked off from the family
home for a purification cere-
mony.

Thousands of exciled well-
wishers braved steady rain and
waved Japanese flags as her
black Limousine swept past for
the 20-minute journey, escorted
by a dozen police cars and mo-
torcycles.

Owada, wearing a place blue
outfit with a matching hat, ar-
rived at the moated palace
shortly before 7.00 am (2200

GMT Tuesday), accompanied
by a lady-in-waiting.

Once inside, shielded from
the public view, her initiation
into the mysterious customs of
the imperial family began in
earnest with three hours of
elaborate wedding preparations
based on ancient Shinto rites.
After being purified with water
blessed by a priest, she
changed into her cumbersome
dress,

Security was extremely tight
with some 30,000 police mo-
bilised in and around Tokyo
Wednesday, which has been
declared a public holiday across

Japan.

Biswas, Khaleda

felicitate
Naruhito, Owada

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and the Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia have feliel-
tated the crown Prince Naruhito
of Japan and the bride Masako
Owada on the occasion of their
wedding yesterday, reports BSS.

Monsura Mohiuddin
chargesheeted

Monsura Mohiuddin, a
former MP in Ershad’'s parlia-
ment and wilfe of HG Mohifu-
ddin, former Permanent Repre-
sentative at the United Nations,
was chargesheeted yesterday in
a corruption case, reports UNB.

Special Tribunal Judge Zinat
Ara [ramed charge against her
in the case filed under the
Anti-Corruption Act for pos-
scssing Tk 52,256 lakh beyond
her known sources of income.

Monsura, 45, standing on

the dock, pleaded not guilly
when the charge was read out

to her.

He said no agreement was
signed with India by the
Awami League government
which claims that it realised
44,000 cusecs of Gan
for Bangladesh.

Earlier, acting Leader of the
Opposition in Parlament Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday offered
allout cooperation to the gov-
ernment in resolving the
Farakka problem threatening
the national economy.

Taking part in the Parlia-
ment discussions on the
problem caused by the Farakka
barrage over the Ganges, he
urged the government to initiate
pragmatic steps to settle the
long-standing water-sharing is-
sue with India.

“The Bangladesh economy
will be ruined if the problem of
water sharing of 54 common
rivers, including the Ganges, is
not solved immediately,” Azad
told the House.

Referring to various sugges-
tions, including one for raising
the issue to international fora
or construction of alternate
Ganges barrage to press India
for a solution, the Deputy
Opposition leader said these
steps would not help solve the
problem.

"Don’t try to find a solution
in fantasy, seek a solution in
reality”, Azad said, adding de-
spite tall talks, the post-75 gov-
ernment failed to resolve the
problem.

He recalled the Awami
League's initiatives since 1950
for a solution of the water
problem and said the Banga-
banhu government could bring
44,000 cusec of water during

ges waler

the lean period for the country.

The succeeding mment
got 34,000 cusec of water with
a guarantee of BO percent flow
of the Ganges for the country
during dry season. But during
the Ershad government, the
guarantee clause was dropped
from the Ganges water sharing
agreement with India, Azad
said.

He criticised the present
government for failing to solve
the problem with India. The is-
sue should be resolved in the
spirit of SAARC, but the "go-
vernment has failed,” he said.

Azad, however, suggested
united endeavours by the gov-
ernment and the opposition to
discuss the issue with a positive
outlook in the greater national
interest and work out a solu-
tion.

He also suggested that par-
liament could adopt a unani-
mous resohution or form a par-
liamentary committee under
rule 316 of the Rules of
Procedure to work out a for-

mula for resolving the problem.
"Let's have a resolution in

Parliament... the country nceds
a solution of the problem. We'll
extend our allout support to
government initiatives," Azad
concluded amidst applause.

As many 29 members from
both benches took part in the
discussion on the subject.

AL-led opposition
renews call to

ban Jamaat, Shibir

An all-party meecting yester-
day renewed the call to build up
united movement against anti-
liberation elements and de-
manded ban on the politics of
communal forces, including
Jamaat-Shibir, reports UNB.

The meeting at the Awami
League office with Awami
League presidium member
Abdul Mannan in the chair, ex-
pressed concern at the coun-
try's law and order as well as
the overall condition.

A resolution of the meeting
said that the anti-liberation
Jamaat-Shibir clique, backed
ruling BNP, continued their at-
tacks on pro-liberation forces.

Alleged terrorist
leader killed
in Jessore

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, June 9: The
leader of an alleged terrorist or-
ganisation was killed by armed
men in broad daylight at Morali,
2 km from the town today.

Witnesses said, Abdur
Rashid, the alleged head of the
"Rashid group” of Chanpara
was killed by gunmen around
noon today.
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Delhi announces steps to
restore normalcy in Kashmir

NEW DELHI, June 9: The centre today announced a series of
measures aimed at restoring normalcy in the trouble torn
Jammu and Kashmir and help bring the silent majority opposed
to militancy, into the national mainstream, reports PT1.

Muslim troops ordered to
stop fighting Croats

SARAJEVO, June 9 The

new commander of Bosnias

Muslim-led army, Rasim Delic, today ordered his forces to im-
mediately stop fighting Croats in the Travnik region. Sarajevo

Radio reported, says Reuter.

—_Noé_dramat
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will be around Tk. 7.500 crore
Many believe that this sub
stantial shortfall accounts in
Jarge part for the stimulus that
the economy is missing. In ad-
dition to this, the credibility of
the economic |iberalisation
measures included in the last
two budgets in the eyes ol the
business community is also
bd%g‘qucutiumd.

e World Bank and other
major donors believe that pri-
vate investment could have in:
creased and contributed to
higher growth if the government
was able to send strong and
consistent signals about its
commitment to private seclor

_development.

Given Bangladesh's depen-
dence on foreign aid, the 1993-
94 budget will definitely atte mpt
to address donors’ concern

| about ADP implementation and

private sector confidence. Even
though the medium-term plan
called for an investment outlay
of Tk. 10,500 crore for 1993-84,
the ADP for this year will be
around Tk. 9,500 crore for it to

Memo to PM

Krishak Dal

demands cut
In prices of
agri products

Jatiyatabadi Krisak Dal,
peasant wing of the ruling BNP
yesterday demanded reduction
of the prices of fertilizers, pest-
cides and other agricultural in-
puts to help the farmers grow
more food, reports BSS.

The demand was made in a
memorandum to Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia by the
members of a delegation of the
Krisak Dal.

Principal . Secretary to the
Prime Minister K M Rabbani
received the 12-point memo-
randum on behalfl of the Prime
Minister at her office.

The delegation was led by Mr
Shamsuzzaman Dudu, General
Secretary and Lokman FHoss-
ain Bhuiyan, organising secret-
ary of the Krisak Dal.

Police disperse
city JP rally

By Staff Correspondent

Police picked up four Jatiya
Party activists from the strect
near the Press Club in the capi-
tal Wednesday while dispersing
a rally of the party.

Jatiya Shechhashebak Party,
a front organisation’ of the
Jatiya Party [JP), brought out
the rally at 12.30 pm
Wednesday demanding immedi-
ate release of their leaders in-
cluding former president HM
Ershad.

Police batoncharged and ar-
rested some agitators from the

spot.

Jamuna Bridge
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the property, it said.

A high official at the
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge
Authority said the government
had-already agreed to raise the
amount of compensation moncy
as proposed by the World Bank.
But the Compensation Or-
1989
would have to be amended be-
fore executing the action plan,

he added.
Another official concerned

with the matter said the gov

ernment might pass an execu

tive order increasing the
amount of the 'compensation
money since promulgation of an
ordinance would take much
time to execute the resctitle

ment plan.

A total of Tk 60 crore would
be required to compensate the
JMB project affected people,
concerned sources said, adding
that 2105 acres of land had
been acquired out of the
planned 5681 acres of land

The 11-point action plan
was submitied to the World
Hank on March 31 for consid-
eration

ic changes

be consistent with the
Government's modest imple
mentation capability

While the government will
not be spending as much as ex
pected on investment, its effort
to raise more internal resources
will however continue. The
three-year long agreement with
the IMF that will expire this
June included a target ol in-
creasing revenue collection by
hall a percentage point ol the
GDPlestimated af 23.7 billion
dollars in 1991-92) every year.
If this target is adhered to, and
it is likely to be, the 1993-94
budget will include new mea
sures aimed at collecting
around Tk. 500 crore in addi-
tional revenue. A majority of
these new revenue measures
will relate to expansion in cov-
crage of the value added tax.

The addittional revenue will
ﬁ:;‘nﬁt the government more

bility with its retrenchment
programme for surplus public
sector enterprise employees and
to buy out the nationalised
commercial banks' bad debts
which is crippling the financial
scctor.

The most critical test of the
budget will be its success in
presenting the government's
economic policy in a manner
that inspires private sector con-
fidence. Of the three key eco-
nomic policy measures, namely,
import liberalisation, privatiza-
tion and deregulation of the fi-
nancial sector, the first has
faced the greatest degree of
suspicion from the private sec-
tor.

, There is a strong resistance
to opening up of Bangladesh's
industry to competition from
more mature economics. This
resistance will subside only if
the government is able to con-
vince the Bangladesh private
sector thal competition is good
for them and that the govern-
ment will help them reap the
benefit.

Today will show
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Industrialists, on the other
hand, have lots to be appre-
hensive about. What with the
ongoing import liberalisation
programme, another dose of
lowering of import duties «©on
finished goods, is not welcome
to all of them. They seem to be
particularly vocal— and rightly
so— at what they perceive as
tariff anomalies, imposition of
lower duties on raw materials
as compared to finished and
semi-finished goods. VAT re-
mains another area of concern
to many of them. They are argu-
ing against the present wide
application of tariff wvalue
mechanism for customs duty
assessment but are, at the
same tHme, opposing pre-ship-
ment inspection— a measure
that could obviate ‘the need for
imposition of tariff values.

As for anticipations, laking
clue from the government's
commitment to human re-
source development, general
cexpectations are Lhat more
money will be spent on arcas
such as education, health and
family planning. Some also
think that the need to create
and sustain a business-lriendly
environment might impel the
government to spend more
money on areas such as law
and order, power sector and
communications.

Admonitions abound— one
only needs to follow the tenor of
discussion at the varfous pre-
budget seminars, Plenty of
ideas have come up in these
seminars — ranging from calls
to cut expenditure in unproduc-
tive sectors, protection for do-
mestic industry, plcas for a vil-
lage-bascd economy— embrac-
ing a participalory process for
poverty alleviation, to calls for
evolving alternative reform
package, urging a [resh look
into soclo economic  1ssues.
And, we muist not forget the
donors, World Bank and the
IMF. They have tendered thelr
advice and are now waliting on
the sidelines— watching. |
would say it again, today will
show

The writer is a [ormer
Governor of the Bangladesh
Bank
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