Discuss MOU with WB on

jute in JS: Menon

Workers' DPa Genceral
Rashed Khan Menon
mp demanded full

Menon said, as per the latest
u reached between
the t and the Weorld
Bank, it that at least
nine mnﬂtpuhhcﬂ-

biggest jute mills including
jiluuld be drastically

reduced and 17 to 18 mills
would be handed over to private
OWNCTS. .
Menon said that it was
stated in the memoran-
dum that “the workers of the
mills, to be closed, will be re-
trenched, the machinery will be
sold out in auction and the un-
sold machinery will be disposed

Hc.::r.uut under the un-
derstanding 20,000 jute mills
workers would have to be re-
trenched by December next
ycar. Besides the government
shares in private mill would be
withdrawn, he added.

Bitterly disapproving the

mm:lum Menon termed it

clear conspiracy to hand over
u: Bangladesh jute market to
India at the direcuvu of the
World Bank."

Menon said that if the mem-
orandum was implemented the
existing 850 of the head
office of the esh Jute
Mills Corporation (BJMC) would
be reduced to 100 only in the
month of June 1996 and the
number of looms in the public
sector would be reduced from
15.713 to 3,965. Under the
memorandum the workers of
jute mills would be kept outside
the minimum wages dcclared by
th¢ government for indusirial
workcers in this year. The

Owada will also

lose civil rights

TOKYO, June 8: Ex-diplomat
Masako Owada will not only
lose her family name and per-
sonal freedom but also her ba-
sic civic rights when she weds
crown Prince Naruhito on

will be struck from the Owada
m registry and entered in-
s in Naruhito's imperial
registry as "Crown Princess
Masako "

Without the family rcgistry,
or "Koscki™ , she cannot vole or
enjoy other civic rights. She
can bring defamation suits lo
the court only through the
Prime Minister,

But Masako will no longer
pay taxcs other than those she
owes on her income as a ju-
nior diplomat at the foreign
ministry, a job she gave up in
January to marry Naruhito.

Her ncw passport will de-
scribe her occupation as “H 1-
H (Her Imperial Highness)
Crown Princess”.

Newspapers said she would
retain her driver’'s licence and
the white Toyota she used for
commuting. However, she
would be allowed to drive only
within the grounds of the
Akasaka Palace, the residence
of the newly weds.

salarics of the jute mill workers
would be determined on the ba-
sis of productivity and paying
capacity of individual mills as
well as competition in the inter-
national market, he pointed
oul.

Menon already that in reach-
ing this memorandum with the
World Bank, the government
not only kept the countrymen
and the Jatiya Sangsad in dark
but also "deectved them.”

The number (wo sub-com-
mittee of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on public
accounts clearly recommended
that there was no altermative to
the expansion of the jute indus-
try in industrialising the coun-
try but the government, show-
ing disrcspect to this recom
mendation, has finalised the
memorandum with the World
Bank.

In reply to a question,
Menon refuted the statement of
the government that the na-
tional exchequer had to bear
the burden of a loss of Taka
1,500 crore annually in the jute
sector. Rather, he said, the
country could fetch a net profit
of Taka 4,500 crore it adequate
mcasures were laken which
various labour organisations
including his party had been
demanding for a long time.

Replying to another question
Menon said that he had con-
crete information that some jute
mills were being handed over to
non- Bnngaltcu in the namec of

"management.”
Two bills placed
inJS

Two amendment bills includ-
ing the Protection and Conscrv-
atinn of Fish [Amendment) Bill,
1993 for disposal of forfcited
fixed engine and current nct
were introduced in the Jatiya
Sangsad ycsterday, rcports
[3SS.

Fishecries and Livestock
Minister Abdullah al Noman in-
troduced the Protection and
Conscrvation of Fish [Amen-
dment) Bill, 1993, while the
Minister of State for iLaw and
Justice Affairs introduced the
Narcotics Control [Amen-dment)
[3ill, 1993 in the abscnce of the

lHome Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury

The objects and reasons, ol |

the Protection and Conscrvation

of Fish (Amendment) Bill 1993
said thc eriginal act ol 1950

only provded the provision for
disposal of forfcited fishes but
not for the disposal of forfeited
fixed engine or any othef con-
trivance including current nets,

Bringing nccessary amend-
ments, the minister pro
that the forfeited fishing imple-
ments including current ncts
should be disposed of cither
through burning or through
auction sale.

The objects and rcasons of
the Narcotics Contrel (Amende
ment) Bill, 1993-are aimed at
making the minister in-charge
of home affairs the chairman of
Narcotics Control Board.

The objects and reasons of
the bill said that the amend-
ment was necessary for appro-
priate cnforcement of the
Narcotics Control ActL

192 Rohingyas

.20 home

COX'S BAZAR, Junc 8: One
hundred and ninety two Rohin-
gya rcfugees comprising 48 fa-
milies returned home through
three transit camps at Teknal
here today reports BSS.

With Lhia 655th batch of

repatriation, the total number | B

of repatriated
stands at 26,569.

persons now

Japan's Crown Prince
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The rites at the sanctuary
will include apprising the
Imperial ancestors of the inten-
tion to , the Rite of the
Wedding in which Naruhito and
Owada exchange marriage
vows, apprising the Imperial
ancestors of the wedding and

the Rite of Audience in which
the newlyweds report their
ma to Emperor Akthito
and Empress Michiko.

The couple will then proceed
to share their first meal together
as part of the ceremony and
finally celebrating rice cakes
will be offered to the Crown
Prince and Princess.
~ The invited guests at the
wedding will be scated in a
makeshift canvass-covered qua-
riers in the en of Kashi-
kodokoro Palace, from where
they will only get a glimpse of
the Crown Prince and Owada as
they enter and leave. the

The Crown Prince and the
Princess-to-be will arrive al the
at 10am and once in-
side the inner sanctum, they
will proceed to the later on their
knees.,
The 15-minute ceremony s
shrouded in mystery. It 1s not
revealed in order to preserve its

dignity,

according to the
Imperial Houschold Agency.

The Crown Prince will be
dressed in the style of eighth
century rulers whilc Owada will
don a 13kg multilaycred ki-
mono. The Emperor and the
Empress will not be present at
the wedding but will receive the
newlyweds after the wedding
rites arc completed,

The couple will then lecave
the Palace in a eeremonial mo-
torcade along a 4.5 km route
through the city for their resi-
dence, the Akasaka Palace.

Mcanwhile, Tokyo police
launched one of the biggest se-
curity opcrations in the city,
assigning some 30,000 mcn to
security duties related to the
Imperial wedding,

The public ceremonies,
which will include six banquets
spread over three days starting
on June 15 and in which 2,700
guests will be invited, will be
paid out of the .national trea-
sury, with 286 million yecn
having been sct aside for the
various expenses.

Hojo Nakajima said the
marriage vow cercmony is
based on the tradition of the
Imperial Houschold, which is
based on the 1910 law, which
in turn {s based on ancient
Japanese practices.
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near Osmani Uddyan in the city yesterday. Sitting on the dais (from left)

Home Secretary Azimuddin Ahmed, Home Minister Abdul Matin Chowdhury and Inspector
General of Police ASM Sahjahan.
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Flood situation worsens

in Sylhet, Moulvibazar

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, June 8: With the
risc of water in all the local
rivers and onrush of water from
the hilly arcas across the border
the flood situation has deterio-
rated further in the Sylhet dis-
trict, during the last 24 hours.

Al least 80,000 peo
become marooned in the dis-
tricL.

Twentynine unions in five
thanas of the district been
badly aflected. All the roads in
Sultanpur, Zakiganj, Kholac-
hhara and Borosri in Zakiganj
have been submerged. Watcr is
rushing into the villages thro-
ugh at least 10 breaches at 9
points of the Kushiyara dyke in
Zakiganj. People have started
moving to safcr places.

District oflicials today visited
some allected areas in Zakiganj.
No flood shelter has yet been
opencd. Seven metric tonnes of
wheat have been sanctioned for
the allected people in Zakiganij.

The low-lying areas of Jainta
and Nijpat unions under
Jaintapur thana have been in-
undated by the hilly waters, At
least 75 per cent of the standing
Aush and Aman paddy in eight
unions of Gowainghat thana
have been inundated.

Moulvibazar -

Meanwhile, our Moulvibazar
Corrcspondent reports: Fresh
the Manu river

cygibankment on Monday night

ple have -

have worsencd the flood situa-
tion in the district.

The Moulvibazar town pro-
tection embankment is still un-
der serious threat as the river
Manu was flowing 1.41 metre
above the danger level. Cracks
have appearcd in the town
tection wall and the water o l'.hl:
river has started entering the
town.

The flash flood in the dis-
trict took a eritical turn engulf-
ing [resh arcas of five more
unions under two thanas. The

Manu kment was washed
away at Dhew Passa village

necar the district town this
morning. With these, 27 out of
67 unions of all the six thanas
have now gone under water.
Waltcr is rushing in through 12
breaches of the Manu embank-

ment al Sadar, Rajangar and

Kulauma thanas.
Thousands of s people with

their belongings have taken
shelter on [loed protection
dams under the open sky and

arc waiting for relief and res-
Cuc.

Road communications ol the
district town with all the thanas
except Srimongal remained dis-
rupted, The Kewla bridge and
the Longurpul bridge on the
Kulaura-Moulvibazar road arc
under 8 to 10 fect water while
different portion ol roads on the
Moulvibazar-Kulaura, Kulaura-
Juri and Moulvibazar-Shams-
hl rnagar arc inunﬂnlt‘d
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PM: Police hq
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derlined the need for reforma-
tion and recasting of profcs-
sional training of the police to
make them fit for successhul
discharging of dutics.

The Prime Minister said the
government was putting in its
efforts to make the police force
well organised and equipped.
The expansion and recasting
of police force was under the
active consideration of the gov-
ernment, she said.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment had taken up construc-
tion work of residential bufld-
ings for the police officials and
cmployes. Besides establishing
the headquarters, initiatives
had also been taken up to sct
up police lines in the new dis-
tricts she said and hoped that
the members of the police
would be more active in main-
taining law and order by utilis-
ing all the opportunitics avail-
ablc to them and would be able
to make the life of the citizens
more sale by suppressing
crimes with fron hand remain-
ing above all fears.

The Prime Minister said as a
law enforeing agency, the police
had to mainfain neculrality
while cnforcing laws for the
greater interest of maintaining
social discipline. “There is no
scope for indiflference and neg-
ligence,” she said, and added it
should bc always looked into
that the innocents rmust not be
harassed.

Begum Zia also unveiled the
p!nqur. n'l' [hr.' building.
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0ﬂ" t:lala of India and Bangladesh held a clmed-dmr meetmg at angarh yesterday after the

ex

MOSCOW, June 8: Parlia-
mentary er Ruslan Kha-
sbulatov threatened today to
call an emergency session of
parliament to quash attémpts
by President Boris Yeltsin to
draft a new fundamental law at
a constitutional conference, re-

ports AFP.
"We won't sit just here with
our arms ," Khasbulatov

said in an interview with the
pro-communist newspaper
Pravda as the conference en-
tered its second day of work™n
commissions.

"We have ways of neutralis-
ing many ‘shakhrais™, the
Speaker said, referring to
Deputy Prime Minister Sergel
Shakhrai, anthor of the draft
constitution proposed by Yeltsin

first batch of Chakma refugees refused to return home (top) and a security gua
the Ramgarh refugees r&ceptmn EEI'I"IP

and serving as the basis of the
confcrence.

Khasbulatov on Saturday
stormed out of the Kremlin hall
in protest over Yeltsin's tight
control of the agenda set for the

conlerence called to draft a new

posi{-Soviet constitution for
Russia.

The Speaker walked up to
the podium following Yeltsin's
opening address and demanded
to address delegates but he was
shouted down by fcipants
who disapproved of his behav-
for.

Fortyfive delegates however
followed Khasbulatov's lead in
boycotting the conference while
onc scnior deputy, Oleg Rum-
yunlg:.l-v. said 100 delegates had
signtd a petition demanding

rd at

—ﬂ‘:tar phntns b}* hKM Mnhsm

,Khasbulatov threatens to quash
Yeltsin’s move

free debate on all drafts and not
just }'t: tsin's.

this confrontational atti-
tude is imposed on us further,
we will call the Congress and
rajse the question of holding a
referendum on - the three

drafts,” the Speaker said.
About 700 dclegates repre-

senting Russian regions, re-
publics, districts as well as par-

liament, political parties and
various intercst groups contin-

ued work in commission on

Tuesday and were scheduled to
hold a plenary meeting of the

conference on Thursday.
Khasbulatov on Wednesday

was also scheduled to address a
sessfon of the working parlia-
ment, the Supreme Soviet, on
his dramatic exit from the con-
ference.

| Transport strike

postponed
till Aug 7

Ba Sarak Partbahan
Sramik Federation has deferred
till August 7 the token trans-
port strike scheduled for June
16 after mecting with State
Minister for Communications
Fazlur Rahman, reports UNB.

The transport workers feder-
ation had earlier called the
sirike to press its five-point de-
mand.

A BRTA press rclease said
here yesterday the meeting,
held at the Minto Road official
residence of the State Minister
Monday evening, discussed the
demands of Lthe federation and
unimplemented aspects of the
last accord.

The government lnurﬂl
tmmediate steps to resolve the
federation demands and identd-
fed the demands which take
more time to implement. The
government sought two months
time to scttle the demands.

The meeting also discussed
the issucs of establishing legal
workers’ unions and lederations
at different tcrminals in Dhaka,
problems of fllegally captured
lasie’ unions, withdrawal of
cascs and warrants against the
lcaders of workers' unions and
occupied union oflices & differ-
cnt places ol the country, in-
cluding Aricha Ghat.

Sccretary of the Roads and
Road Transport Division, Chair-
man of h Road Trans-
port Authority and other ‘h’l%‘e
ofliclals were present in
mecting.

The federation side was rep-
rescnted by its president Wa-
ziuddin Khan, Vice President
Habibur Rahman Khan, Shah-
jahan Khan, MP M Ismail,
Shawkat Ali Anu, Yar Ahmed
and Shimul Biswas.

Heavy downpour
disrupts city

By Staff éurreupondent
first monsoon
annpnur ycnwr?'ay cvening

submerged many places of the
capital under knee decp

ol
water and paralysed life for
more than three hours.

The rainfall began at 4.10
pm after a hot humid day and
went on incessantly till 7.20
pm, bringing city life to a halt. A
drizzle, however, continued over
the city till late last night.

The Met Office, till 6 pm had
recorded a 47mm rainfall in the
cily — the highest recorded

[ stnce June 1, the month of the

onset of the monsoon.

Electricity supply was dis-
rupted in several parts of the
city and in some areas, inciud-
ing parts of Dhanmondi, it
wasn't restored until well after
midnight.

Meanwhile, the Met Office
Tuesday night forecast light to
moderate rain or thunder-
shower accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty winds at a fcw places
over the divisions of Chittagong,
IBarisal and Dhaka and at onc
or two places over the divisions
of Rajshahi and Khulna for the
next 24 hours.

50 injured as

buses collide
By Staff Correspondent

At least 50 people were iIn-
jured when a Dhaka bound bus
collided with another bus at
Aduria, Rupganj on the Dhaka-

Narshingdi highway Tuesday

noon.
[Both the buses skidded off
the highway and fell into the

adjoining ditches injuring 50
passcngers.,

Tariff anomalies
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Businessmen feel it should not

be more than Tk 1200 pcr ton.

Similarly, tarill value on
soda ash is 350 US dollars
which the businessmen recom-
mend should be 230 dollars; on
zinc oxide it {s 1500 dollars
while the recommended rate is
900 dollars.

The business community
also fcels that the corporate
tax should be 35 per cent at
the highest and not 50 per cent
as it is today. They noted that
corporate taxes in all the coun-
tries with booming economies
are lower than that of
Bangladesh. In the UK,
Thailand, China, Malaysia,
Singapore and the Philippines,
corporate taxes are between 30
and 35 per cenL.

also pointed out that
some of the policy decisions
concerning taxes are not being
implemented. They said export
earnings on some {tems were
supposed to be completely in-

mrﬁcuiﬁllq?ﬁeéamingn arc being
subjccted to fncome lax, they
alleged.

The president of the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries ([(DCCIl), ATM
Waziullah, while talking to The
Daily Star, said unless the
government streamlines  its
taxation system, the country’s
industrialisation will continue
to sufler.

He said instead of aiming
for a short-term tax collection
target, the government should
seck long-term strategies by
helping the local industries.

He also pointed out that the
Jocal industries should be given
incentives as a large scction of
these have become sick duc to

" reasons beyond the control of

the entrepreneurs.
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Nusrat will lead Pak

team to Vienna confce

ISLAMABAD, June B: Opposition leader Benazir Bhutto's
mother will lead the Pakistani delegation to next week's United
Nations Human Rights comference In Vienna, a government

conirolled news

agency said today. The government had invited

Benazir BDhutto to head the delegation but she nominated
Nusrat Bhutto because of her pressing engagemenits at home,

the Associated Preas of Pakistan (AP said,

AFP.

11 killed as plane

crashes in Sudan

KHARTOUM, June 8: Flcven people, including five foreigners,
were killed when a plane on hire 1o a gold mining company
crashed in eastern Sudan on Monday, the official news agency

SUNA reported today.

The foreigners were listed as two

Frenchmen, a Canadian, a New Zealander and a Driton, reports

Heuter,
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Prol Badruddoza Chow
dhury, Dcputy Leader of the
House, took the floor at this
point to welcome the Spcaker's
decision. The deputy leader,
however, said that difference of
opinfon were not uncxpected in
a parliamentary dcmocracy and
scope should be there to narrow
down the diflcrences.

“But at times, the behaviour
of the opposition cxceeds all
limits, leaving the Treasury
Bench in a difficult situation to
make a compromisc,”™ Profl
Chowdhury regretted. He, how-
ever, admitted that the Treasury
Bench ttsell was not above mis-
takes.

The hall-an-hour evening
sitting of the House was ad-

journcd at 4:45 pm to resume
 at 10 this morning.

The morning scssion wit-
ncssed introduction of two bills
— the Protlection and Conscr-
vation of Fish (Amendment) B,
1993, and the Narcotics Control
(Amendment) Bill, 1993.

Besides, Matiur Rahman
Ntzami of the Jamaat-e-Islami,
Bangladesh urged the Treasury
Bench to take an initiative for
getting the boycotting opposi-
tion back in the House.

The opposition, on the other
hand, told newsmen yesterday
morning that “A congenial at-
mosphere for returning to the
House is yct to be created.”

Abdus Samad Azad, who
became acting Leader of the

Opposition in Parliament follo-
wing Sheikh Hasina’s departure
for Ausiria Monday, said that
the BTV script writer who dis-

tortcd the proceedings of the

. House Sunday night was yet to

be remowved.

“"And above all, the rulin
party has so [ar not contact
us to resolve the problem,”
Samad Azad said, adding “It
was the convention of parlia-
mentary democracy thal the
treasury bench come forward to
break any stalemate created in
the [louse.”

Referring to Monday's state-
ments of the Information
Minister in the louse, Samad
Azad said that {f the govern-
ment had decided to rule the

country the way it wanted, the
opposition could not remain a

silent spectator.

When Azad's attention was
drawn to the fact that the oppo-
sition demand for a suspension *
ol the Parliament round-up on
TV was virtually met — BTV
did not air the programme
Monday night — Tofael Ahmed
of the Awsimi Leaguc said, "We

Kurds announce
all-out war
against Turkey

BAR ELIAS (Lebanon), June
8: The head of Turkey's Kurdish
guerillas announced today all-
oul war against Turkcy aftcr a
bloody upsurge in their scpa-
ralist insurgency in the last
two weeks, reports Reuter,

Abdullah Ocalan, head of the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK),
told a news conference in east-
ern Lebanon's Bekaa valley the
gucrillas considered a unilateral
ceasefire they declared in March
had failed,

“There is a lot of tension now
and the situation in Turkey fis
hecading for a comprehensive
war,” Ocalan said.

"We will escalate resistance
operations. We have huge
prcparations and our
are great. We have mobilised
more than 10,000 of our fol-
lowers and we are going to
escalate the armed struggle.”

More than 300 dcaths have

. been reported since a PKK am-

bush killed 33 soldiers and two
civiians in Bingol provinee on
May 24 and broke a one-sided
truce declared by the PKK two
months carlier.

Ocalan warned that his
gucrillas would hit economic
and tourist targets inside
Turkey in what he said would
be a bloody summer.

“We are for a union within
the federal rule in Turkey. On
that basis we are always ready
for a political solution. Until
thn happens the armed strug-

gle MIFE escalated and lots of
blood could be spilled,” he
said.

The PKK chicf said eflorts to
mediate a peace by their Ku-
rdish leaders had ended and
they supported the PKK in its
decision for war.

More than 6, 100 people have
dicd In Turkey since the PKK
launched its struggle for an in-

| dependent state in 1984,

efforts-

' Opposition may join

were not communicated any-
thing abut the suspcnsion of
the programme by the Treasury
[3eneh.”™

He also said, “The opposition
demnanded the suspension order
from the Speaker because the
tound-up had belittled Par-
Hament ttsell

“When the decision comes
from the governmeni, it appears
that 1t is not the chair but the
government which decides the
fate of the controversics created
in the House, ™ Tofacl argued,
asseriing that it was an unac-

ceptable situation for the oppo-
sitton, especially in a parlia-
mentary democracy.,

The opposition press bricfing
was aticnded, among others,
by Manirul Haque Chowdhu
of the Jatiya Party, Mo
Yusufl of the Communist Party
of Bangladesh, Rashed Khan
Menon of the Workers' Party
and Suranjit' Sengupta of the
Ganotantri Pa

These leaders told
ncwsmen that this time t
wanted to resolve the problem

‘once for all”,
The stalemale was created

Monday following a controver-
sial projection of the Parliament
proceedings by the state-run
BTV on Sunday night.

The AL MPs accused the BTV
script writer of strong bias for
the ruling BNP and demanded
his immediatc removal.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al
rcferred the issue to Parlia-
ment's Privilege Commidttee and
asked it to prepare a report
within three days.

The opposition then de-
manded that the sus-
pend the round-up until the is-
suc was resolved. The Speaker,
however, did not entertain the

est.

But the situation worsened
when Information Minister
Barrister Nazmul Huda told the
Ilouse that since the BNP was
voted to power it would govern
the country according to its own
policics. A heated debate was

sparked ofl in the House, espe-
cially when the Information
Minister, claiming the electronic
media was government
erty, said that the BTV would be
run the way the government
wanted ft.

All opposition MPs sharply
reacted to the statement and
the opposition, barring the
Jamaat and the Islami Oikkya
Jole {10OJ), staged a noisy walk
oul. later announced that
they would not be back unless
the issuc was resolved.

Earlier, the Leader of the
Opposition had made an as-
persion regarding the speaker
that vitiated the situation.

Meanwhile, the BTV abstai-
ned from airing the Parliament
round -up since Monday.

The Speaker, meanwhile,
called a meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee of Parlia-
ment at 3 pm yestcrday to
review the agenda and orders of
the issues to be discussed in
the budget session, especially in
the prescnt situation.

the

Sources in the Parliament
sccretariat said that the meet-
ing was abandoned as Abdus
Samad Azad through a letter to
the Speaker, refused to attend
the meeting.

Committee members re
scnting the ruling party ant:r
Jamaat were present. Mohi-
uddin Ahmed of the Awami
League also was present at the
meeting venue.

OIC asks UN to
punish killers of
Pak peacekeepers

DUBAI Junc 8: The organi-
sation of the Islamic Conference
(OIC) urged the United Nations
today to punish the gunmcn
behind a weekend attack on
Pakistani peacckecpers ih Som-
alla, reports Reuter.

“This eriminal, premeditated
and unprovoked attack on UN
peacekeeping forees in Mogadis-
hu is a direct assault on the
authority of the United Nations
and an alfront to lhe intern-
ational community,” said an
OIC siatement.

Pakistan today flew home
the bodics of 23 soldicrs killed
in Lhe shootout with Somall
gunmen. UN offictals in Somalia
have accused warlord Mohamed
Farah Aldeed of erganising the
attack.

The OIC groups 5] sialcs
and organisations from the

Muslims world.



