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MACGURA
UP chairman
arrested
June 8 : Police arrested a
unfon parishad chairman of

Sadar thana for his alleged in-
volvement in kidnapping a
housewife on Saturday, rcports
UNBD.

Benzir Ahmed, chairman of
Atharakhada Union Parishad,
along with seven people raided
the housc of Kismat Ali at vil-
lage Niznanduali on May 1 and
kidnapped his wile Khushi
Begum (25} in broad day-light,
police said.

A casc was [lled with local
police, Bul the houscwife could
not be traced yet.

SIRAJGANJ

- Rail link
restored

June B: Rafl communication
vIu_Sirni]garq station which re-
maincd suspended from
Saturday was restored this
morning, official sources said,
reports UNB.

Rail communication came to
a halt following the deraflment
ol six boggics of the intercity
Padma Express train due o
~ faults in wheels at the Sirajganj
slation.

ComMmiILLA |
IntT training
course ends

June 8 : A three-weck long
international training course on
Poverty Focuscd Rural Develo-
pment for Asia-Pacific Common-
wealth countries concluded at
the Bangladesh Academy for
Rural Development (BARD),
recently, reports UNDB.

The course sponsored by
Commonwealth Fund [for
Technical Cooperation (CFTC)
was organiscd by BARD, says a
BARD prcss rcicasc.

A total of twenty
mid level officials from
Bangladesh, India, Malaysia,
Pakistan, Shri Lanka and
Western Samoa attended the
training course.,

The general objective of the
course was to equip the partici-
pants with knowledge and skill
of rural dcvelopment pro-

grammcs for poverty alleviation

in an cflective manncr.

Md Mahe Alam, Sccretary
Rural Development and Co-op-
erative Division [RDCD) chaired
the session and distributed cer-
tificatcs among the participants,

Dr Kshanada Mohan Das,
Director Gencral, M A Quddus,
Director (Rcscarch), M A
Chowdhury, Director (Training)

of BARD also addressced the
ooursc.

MYMENSINGH

Annual rally
of Ansar, VDP
held

June 8 . The annual rally of
Ansar and Village Defenee Party
(VDP) of Mymensingh district
was held at the local Public 1iall
premises reeently, reports 135S

The dircclor genceral,
Bangladcsh Ansar and VDD
Major General Sycd Badruz
zgaman was present as chief
guest on the occasion.

Presided over by AFM Matiur
Rahman, Deputy Commissioncr
of Mymcnsingh the rally was

among others by M A
Quascm, Deputy Direetor Ansar
and VDP, ccntral rone, A T
Ahmedul Haque Choudhury,
police super, Mymensingh, A K
M Mizanur Rahman, District
Adjutant of Ansar and VDI,
Narmul Haque Tara, commis-
sioncr, Mymcnsingh Poura-
shava, Abu Taher, unit leader
Bhaluka Thana Ansar and VDP
and Shirina Akhtar unit leader
Trishal Thana Ansar and VD{,

The chiefl gucst distributed
prizcs among the members of
Ansar and VDP for best perfor
mance in social welfare activi-
ties.

high and

NARAIL
~ 1500 attacked
by Chicken Pox

June 8 : About 1,500 pcopic
were attacked by Chicken Pox
which has broken out in an

rduu:hrmhﬁﬁ:tmm
the district, UNB.

Narail and pourashava
in Sadar thana are learnt to be

the worst afllccted arcas.

a number of
o e
the district are pouring into
thana health and

s’ for treatment. But
most of them went back 4
pointedly duc to lack of
care facilities, local said.
Chiildren of poor familics are
the worst suffercrs as most of
the parents can not ex-
penditures for their treatment.
Local people urged the con-
cerned authoritics to take nece-
essary sicps to check owut
spread of the discase.

MADARIPUR

Number of

divorces
increased

June 8 : The number of di-
vorcees has inercased fn an
alarming ratc inmost of the ru-
ral arcgs of the district, said a
survey rcporl, says UNI3,

According to the survey con-
ducted by some local social wel-
fare activists, more than 10,000
marriages were scvered during
the last five ycars in four
thanas of the distriet,

They attributed the high
trend of divorce due to dowry,
poverty, polygamy and immoral
activitics. Moreover, high ‘fecs
for registration which the
guardians can not allord, dete-
riorating the situation.

On the otherhand, due to
non-rcgistration of marriages,
these poor women arce being, de-
prived of being protected by the
rulcs of law.

Successive marriage without
the permission of the first wife
is also reporied from remole ar-
cas,

Local people urged the gov-
ernmenl to take stern action
against polygamy and c¢nsurce
registration of marriages al a
nominal fee to save poor rural
women,

SUNAMGANJ

Youngman
killed

Junc¢ 8 : A youngman was
killed al Shologhar area in the
town Saturday over a trifle mat-
ter. Police and witnesses said
one Jishu, 22, picked up quar-
rel with his neighbour Arahi-
ndu, 25, for hiding an umbrclla
l_nc‘ al onc stlage Ptabbc:d him
with

i pailr scissors.
Arabindu quﬂunﬂ‘ud to his
injurics in Sadar llospital. A
casc was registered with police
in this connection, reports UNB.

SATKHIRA
4 killed in
separate events

. June 8 : Four people were
killed in separate incidents in
the district in the last week, po-
lice said here Monday, reports
UNB.

Once Rafsuddin of Kashibari
in Kaliganj thana was struck by
lightning while saying Magrcb
prayers at Bamuner Ghar on
Fricday.

Jeher Alf Garzl (40) of Parulia
village in Debhata died on the
spot when a distraught cow at-
tacked him.

IHasanurzaman (12} son of
Salam of Chachal in Kaligan|
and Monirul (10) of Shya-

mnagar died of unnatural
deaths,

Anothcr message f(rom
Comilla adds : A middle aged

man of Nazrul Avenue in the
town allcgedly commitied sui-
cide following a lamily feud

RANGAMATI
27 Takh saplings

for distribution

June B : The local Forest
Dircctoralc has started distri-
butfon of about 27 lakh

sapiings among the intcrested
people of greater Chittagong
districts in order to contain eco-
logical balance and to encour-
age aflorestation, reports UNB.
Of thosc, Chittagong il
Tracts South Division will dis-
tribute 5 Jlakh, Rangamali
fhoom control division — 2
lakh, Chittagong forest division
— 9 lakh, Cox's Bazar forest
division — 4 lakh and 3 forest
divisions of Bundarban district
wil distribule over 4 lakh

saplings to implement the pro-

Eramimc.

The saplings made ready for
distribution from the diflfcrent
murserics of the Forest Dirce-
torate which included both
fruit-bearing and timber irees,
offictal sources said.

BRAHMANBARIA

PDB realises

Tk 1 crore as

arrear bills

From Our Correspondent

June 8§ ; 'ower Devwelopment
Board [I'MI3) has realised Lhe
arrear clectric bill amounting
about Taka one crore from dil-
ferent paris of the district and
disconnccted more than one
thousand clectric connections.

The arrear bills ecollected
from Sadar thana Taka 58 lakh,
from Sarail thana Taka 5 lakh
75 thousand, Nabinagar Taka 6
lakh 30 thousand, Akhaura
Taka 7 lakh 75 thousand and
from Ashuganj Taka 18 lakh.
While more than one thousand
clectric connection has been
disconnected for not paying the
electric bill

The disconnccted Bnes are al
Sadar thana 75 lincs, Ashugang
300, Serafl 250, Nabinagar 280
and at Akhaura (hana 400
clectric incs dsconnorted

A group of girls playing and at the same time keeping eyes on the cows grazing aside.
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Tk 3 cr road construction
project on in Sylhet

From Qur Correspoadent

SYLHET, June B: Works on
the construction of Derai
Madanpur Road is going on in
full swing,

When contacted, an oflicial
source informed this corre-
spondent that, a total of about
Taka 3 crore would be t in
completing the works of the
project. The works includes,
carth filling, construction of
culverts and carpetting. The
works Is expected to be
completed by the month of July
next, the source added,

When completed the road
would benefit to one and a half
lakh people of Derai and Shulla
thanas of Sunamganj district,
the source said.

New executives

A new executive committee

of the Haniman Homieeo
Mcdical Association was formed
in the general meeting of the or-
ganisation recently with
Nripendra Chandra Devnath,
president in charge in the chair.
The new committee was formed

with Dr Ranadhir Paul and Dr

Namor All as its pruid:ni and
secretary respectively for thc!
term- 1992-93.

ahm“PDBmen,
villagers clash::

Three persons were ifdured
in a clash between the -
ces of Pewer Development
Board (PDB) and villagers at a
village under Beanibazar thana
recently.

According to t.h-e reports, on
the day of incident, when a

transformer in the electric line
at village Suptala caught [ire,
local people informed the PDB
employees of the matter. But
they did not pay heed to it. Aflter
about two hours, a group of
PDB men went to the village,
they had exchange of hot words
and at one stage they clashed.

Shelimur Rahman, a SSC
examinee and two employees of
PDB were injured. They were
taken to the hospital.

A case in this connection
had been registered with the

police.

Vast area of land lying unutilized

Cultivation may fetch Tk, 200 cr

JESSORE, June 8: Crops
worth Taka two hundred crore
may be produced annually if all
the fallow arable lands in ten
districts of Khulna Division are
brought under cultivation said

an export on agriculture.

According to a dctailed in-
formation total such land in
these arcas is seventyfive thou-
sand acres. Thirtyfive thousand
acres oult of the total is arable.
It s learnt a sizeable amount
money can also be earncd
through cultivating shnaln and
saline land.

A source said that a total of

thirtythree lakh, twentytwo
thousand one hundred fiftyeight

acres of land have been brought

under cultivation while the ac-

tual land available for cultiva-

From Our Correspondent,

tion is slightly over fiftyfive lakh
ninety thousand eight hundred
twenlynine acres.

At present, the total of [allow
arable land {s thirtyfive thou-
sand acres, the source said.

According to unoflicial re-
ports the exact quantity of such
land is much higher than the
figure released. This vast tract
of land is lying without any use
of cultivation for reasons more
than one. It could not be known
exactly if any step at all has
cven been taken by the govern-
ment or public for cultivation of
this land. When contacted a
source of Agriculture Extension
Department informed this cor-
respondents that process was in
progress to bring the entire land
under cultivation shortly.

If more than two crops arc

grown on these land an esti-
mated total production may ex-
cecd worth Taka two hundred
crore said a source. It is also
lecarnt that no culttvation is car-
ried on a vast tract of shoals
and saline land. In some cases,
it is cultivated but once a year

Cultivation of potato, peeper,

IRR1, boro, jute etc. is prospec-
tive on these land if done
through irrigation with full ap-

plication of modern know how
and technology. This venture is
found to yicld maximum income
covering deficit of food demand.
Concerned department should
brook no delay to come with a
massive p mme for cultiva-
tion of these shoals and saline
land on priority basis.

Barisal Airport will go into
operation by next year

BARISAL, June 8: The con-

struction work of the Barisal Air

rt is going on and cxpected to
ﬁ in operation by the end of
the next year.

It may be said that with the
complction of this atrport con-
struction a long felt desire of
people of this southemn region of
the country will be fulfilled.

According to the Civil
Aviation Authority, meantime a
five-year plan programme has
been chalkedout to make this
airport fit and usable for do-
mestic air service with AT air
cralt particularly.

About 20 crore taka has
been allocated for this project.
Of the total two crore Taka has
been n during this financial
year for earthfilling and expan-
sion work ol the extended run-
way upto three thousand fr-t

It may be mentioned that the
runway will be six thousand
feet long in total and 100 fect
widc.

During first three ycars of
the said f[ive-ycar plan all nec-

essary works of the rumway will
be done while the rest of the
works for a fullfledged airport
will be completed by the next
two ycars,

Construction works of the
runway in [lirst three years
about 13 crore taka has been
allocated while the rest of the
amount will be spent by next
two years,

Shrimp cultivation

without licence

Another rcport adds: Shrimp
cultivation is being continued
without proper licence from the
concerned authorily in the
southern districts.

It is learnt that by now most

From Our Correspondent

of the shrimp projcets in the
southcern arcas of the country,
not less than five thousands
acres, have no proper licgnee
Thus government s loo frg
huge anmount of revenue from
this scctor.

On the othe: hand, owners
of the shrimp projeets alleged
that irrégularitics arc prevailing
for obtaining licence.

It may be mentioned thal
since the independence shrimp
cultivation was conducted on
commercial basis. Mostly rich
arc involved in this busincss.
Margin of profit is better than
the other business of the same
naturc. They are taking lease
from BO bighas to three thou-
sand bighas or more at a fixcd
rate [per bigha) for starting
shrimp projects.

Due to several problems

~=nerned authority introducced
Hednee sysiecim some ycars ago
as thc authority can control any
situation and at the same time
government can earn revenue.

Evcentually, according lo
some  shrimp cullivators, the
aulhority concerncd by Lhis
time has large numbcr of ad-

Body of girl

recovered

June 8: Kazipur Police under
Sirajganj district have recovercd
decomposed body of school girl
Marzina Khatun (14) from the
marshes of village Chalitla-
danga, recently.

Victim Marzina, daughter of
one Akim Uddin had been miss-
ing since May 2. On secrcl In-
formation, Police recovered the
decompose and scnt it to

sadar hospital for autopsy.

ministrative bottlenecks, irregu-
laritics and at the same time
corruptions that forced then
wiaosl reluctant in oblaining
proper licences.

Salinity hampers

cultivation of crops

Salinily has increased in the
diffcrent rivers and crop ficlds
in the southern region of the
country due to allegedly
Farakka-cffect and at the same
time use ol chemical fertilizers
at random, Thus the crop pro-
duction is being hampered and
decreasing at an alarming rate
in this region.

According to agricullure ex-
pers, 480 PPM salinity
is almost safe for normal crop
production in dillerent crop
lands of this region but this ra-

tio  has incrcased reaching
1000 'PM or more in some
places like Kalapara,
Patharghata and the arecas
where water flows of rivers de-
creased . i

Rampant use of chemical
fertilizers is also a factor for de-
cline in fertility particularly in
paddy lands in this southern
region.

According to a su con-
ducted by the Sotl Research and
Development Institute, for each
m.m. of ideal soil at least 76
microgram of nitrogen should
be present but there is only five
to 15 microgram of nitrogen in
each milimetre [m.m.) of sofl in
different areas of southern
districts. In the case of phos-
phorus there is seven to 12 mi-
crogram instead of 13 to 70 mi-
crogram, sulphur 18 to 62 mg
in the place of 756 mg and zinc
three to seven mg in the
of 18 mg in each m.m. of soil.

Farmers busy with weeding out in the paddy field.
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From Qur Correspondant

Junc B: Two officers of
Baghabari Milk Proccssing
Faclory were suspended for al-
lcged corruption.

Following complaint against
the two officers, a three member
cnquiry team visited the factory
of milk vita at Baghabati in
Shahzadpur thana and sus-
pended Nurul Islam and Abu
Bakker as the complaints
against them were primnrfl}r
proved.

Eye camp
held

A 3 weck-long eyc camp was
held at Chandaikona Unfon
Parishad office under the aus-
pices of Bangladcsh National
Socicty for he Blinds (BNSD),
Sirajgany.

A total of 35 palients. were
opcraied upon calaract and

about 500 eye paticnts were

given outdoor treatment,
Property worth
Tk 2 lakh gutted
Four houses and valuablcs
worth about Taka two lakh gut-
ted in a devastating fire incident

in village Purba Luxmikola un-
der Raigani thana.

Fire originated [rom the™

house ol Sckcndar Ali recently
[rom electric short circuit and
sprcad to the neighbouring
houscs. Four persons including
Sckendar Al were injured while
extinguishing lire.

Project faces
setback

June 8: Allocation 1o
Belkuchi protection project of
BWDDB is incrcased to Tk 80
lakh from Tk. 24 lakh. Due to
frequent change in estimate and
design, the project faces sct-
back.

Sirajganf Operation &
Maintenance (O&M)] Division of
Bangladesh Water Development
Board (BWDI) lLook wup a
scheme to protect Belkuchi
from the erosion of Jamuna at
the cost of Tk. 24 lakh. The
scheme included construction
of a 40 feet spar and dumping
of RCC boulders. Alterwards the
design and estimate was
changed and decision was
laken to conslruct seven spars
ol 100 feet each at the cost of
Tk. 4.5 crore. At last two spars
of 40 feet and dumping of
55,000 cft, of boulders were fi-
nalised at the cost of Tk 80
likh. The project was supposed
o be completed by 30 days.

Two uacoits
arrested in

Moulvibazar

From Qur Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR, Junhe 8 :
Two members of a gang of da-
coits were apprchended
Moulvibazar from a rick-
shaw necar C nighat Bridge
of the town recently.

The dacoits had prepared
themselves for committing da-

—| coity in a village of Rajnagar

thana area.

The dacoits were travelling
through Moulvibazar district
town on a rickshaw. On suspi-
cion. police challenged them
and later t were arrested.

Police also recovered two
p!pc[urll. four round of bullcts
and four mn from their
posscasion. A case has been
registered wltl'l the police.

Motor launch not
yet salvaged

June B8 Sunken motor

launch M L Sagarika not )‘tt
recovered and local peo Lu
ing to Nt the flifated nch

ten passengers were
missing. A large n of rel-
atives assembled in Sirajgan]
ghat.

[
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Acute shortage of medicine
in Barguna

BARGUNA, June 8: Scarcity

medicines in hospitals,
hcalth complexcs and health
centres has ‘become acute
causing immense sulferings to
people of the district, rcpons
UNB.

Out-door services ol most of .

the hospitals here have become
almost paralysed, local people
complained. They alleged that
doctors are reluctant to attend
the out-door patients due to the
shortage of medicines.

Everyday, thousands of pa-

tients from far flung areas of

the district are pouring into the
hospitals. Whﬂ:. many of them
go back withoutneccessary
medicare facilitics. Some of the
patients complained that most
common drugs including Dettol
or Savion are not even available
in rural health centres.
Usually, admitted

these health pomplexes and

ts of

hospitals are to procure
medicines from open-market.
On the other hand, some dis-
honest officials are reportedly
involved in selling of medicines
to open-markets from the stor-
age of the hospitals and health
complexes,

According to official sourecs,
about taka 2.5 lakh is sanc-
tioned annually for cach of the
hospital and Taka 30,000 for
cvery union health centre as
against the requirement of Taka
five lakh for the hospitals and
one lakh for the union health
ccnires to meel necessary ex-
penditures including purchas.

_ing of medicine and surgical in-

strumenits.

Local people urged the con-
cerned authorities to ensure
supply of medicines in thana
health complexcs and union
health sub-centres on emer-
gency basis and take steps lo
check pilferage of medicines.

Massive cultivation plan

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, June 8: A massive
prograrime has been taken up
to bring a total of 94 489
cctares of land under the cul-
tivation of Aush and Bona
Aman paddy under the
‘intensive summer crops culti-
valion programme’ in Sylhet
district during the current sea-
SOT.

Under the programme, the
target of paddy production had
been fixed at 1,14,069 metric
tonnes. It includes, 32,000
metric tonnes from the High
Yiclding Varieties [(HYV) of
Aush, 42 728°' metric tonnes
[rom the local varieties of Aush
and the rest 39,341 metric
tonnes from the Broadcast
Aman.

When contacted an official
source informed this corre-
spondent that, the area to be

brought under the programme
in different thanas is as follows:

Sylhct sadar — 2600 hectares °

High Yielding Varieties (1{YV) of
Aush, 6200 hectares ol local
variclics of Aush, and 5375
hectarcs of Broadeast Aman,
Gowainghat — 740 hectares of
HYVs ofl Aush, 5224 hectares ol
local varieties Aush and 6660
hectares of Broadcast Aman,
Balagan] — 2050 hectares of
HYVs of Aush, 4800 hectares of
local varieties of Aush, and
6040 hectares of Broadcast
Aman, Companyganj—220
hectares of HYV Aush, 1100
hectares of local varieties of
Aush and 1940 hectares of

Brondcast Aman. Biswanath —
2100 hectares of HYVs of Ansh,
4250 hectares of local varietics
of Aush, and 3560 hectares of
Broadcast Aman, Fenchuganj —
500 hectares of HYVs of Aush,
1720 hectarcs of local varfeties
of Aush, and 1100 hectares of
Broadcast Aman, Golapgan] —
2050 hectares of HYVs of Aush,
4780 hectares of local varictics
of Aush and 1150 hectares of
Broadcast Aman, Jaintapur —
630 hectares of HYVs of Aush,

3200 hectares of local varicties
of Aush and 1120 heetares of

Broadcast Aman, Kanaighat —
1560 hectares of HYVs of Aush,
4100 hectares of local varieties
and 3820 hectares of Broadcast
Aman, Jakigan] 2100
hectares of HYVs of Aush, 4150
hectares of local wvarieties of
Aush and 1410 hectares of
Broadcast Aman and
Beanibazar — 1450 hectares of
HYVs of Aush, 3200 hectares of
local vartetics of Aush and 3480
hectares of Broadcast Aman.

The source further informed
that, necessary steps were be-
ing taken to help the farmers
with different inputs. The differ-
ent commercial banks including
the Bangladesh Krishi Bank wAill
also disburse special loans
among the farmers of the 11
thanas, the source added.

The Agricultural Extension
Department have also taken dif-
ferent measures with a view to
making the whole programme a
success, the source said.

Town protection works
along river Kumar in
full swing in Faridpur

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, June B8 : A town
protcction work have becn
started by Bangladesh Water
Development Board (BWDI), al
the cost of taka 1.76 crorc to
save Faridpur town and {ts ad-
joining areas from the erosion of
river Kumar. The construction
ol modern protection work is
going on in full suing.

According to a source ol
Bangladesh Water Development
Yicard, Faridpur division so far
completed construction works
of 2600 feet of river banks for
protection. River Kumar is a
tributary of river Padma.

Of the total of 2600 fect of
protection arca, 400 feet covers
along the Ambikapur cremation

Body rec:ovcred

June 8: Railw Iiﬁ: re-
covered a dead m 6 Up
train of Sirajganj- lshurdi route
Saturday. Body of victim Golzer
Hossain (35) of Muladuli was
kept in a second class com-

artment No 3508. A case
E)dgr.‘d with GRP and body sent
to Sadar Hospital for autopsy.

site, another 400 f[ect cowvers
along the Ansaruddin ligh
School site to protect
Ambikapur raitlway bridge, 1200
fecl covers near new
Alimuzzman bridge, 100 feet
wide arca covers necar Ram
Mandir and finally feet of
river bank were constructed

ncar Shariafullah market.

JCD sweeps
college union

polls

From Qur Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Junc B:
Bangladesh J badi Chha-
tra Dal WJCD) sweplt majority
seats in the student union
electfon of Nabinagar Gov-
ernment Col of the distriet
ended peacefully recently.

Out of total 16 seats Chhatra
Dal won 13 seats with vice
president, general secretary and
assistant general secrelary
while Chhatra League
rest of the 3 seats.




