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NEWS BRIEFS

Khaleda calls
on Biswas

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia paid a courtesy call
on President Abdur Rahman
Biswas, who returmmed home
after performing holy Hajj, at
Bangabhaban here yestcrday,
The Prime Minister passcd
somctime with the DPresident,
reports [3SS.

Prize distribution
of Edn Week today

The prize distribution cere-
mony of the Education Weck,
1993 will be held at the Osmani
Memortal Hall at 10 am today.
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia will distribute prizes among
the winners as chicl guest,

reporis UNB,

Dacoits swoop on

3 night coaches
MAGURA, Junc 8: Ten pas-
scngers were wounded when a
group of armed dacoits swoopcd
on three night coaches at Moght
on the Magura- road and
looted valuables worth about Tk

onc lakh on last Tuesday.
rcports UNI3.

British envoy

hosts reception

BBritish High Commissionecr
Sir Colin Immy and Lady Imray
hosted a rcception Tuesday
evening on the occasion of the
birthday of Quecen Elizabeth II.
The reception held at the High
Commission at Baridhara was
attended by Law, Justice and
Parlamentary Aflairs Minister
Mirza Golam Hafiz, Soecial
Welfare and Women Affairs
Minister Tariqul Islam, Deputy
Speaker Humayun Khan Panni,
Political’ leaders, MPs, members
of the diplomatic corps, senior
civil and military oflicials, jour-
nalists, profcssionals and elite
of the city, rcports UND.
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Repatriation of Chakmas

RAMGARH (Khagrachhari),
June B: The much-expected
repatriation of Chakma refu-
gees, now encamped
state of India. could not start
here today despite all pre-

parations by the governmenti to

reccive them.
DBangladesh and Indian offi-
cials said the Chakma refugcecs

refused to return to their home-
steads in the Chittagong Hill

Tracts (CHT) until the fu t
of their 13-point demands
placed earlier. These included,
in the main, a
their full security alter return,
involvement of the United
Nations, Amnesty International
and other world bodics in the
repatriation process, withdrawal
of all security forces [rom the
CHT, expulsion of Bengali set-
ticrs and proper rechabilitation
of the returnces.

As a result, the repatriation
process has again become un-
certain. Today it suffered a
fresh set-back following refusal
of the refugees to return under
a bilateral agreement with the

Indian government, sourccs
said.

in Tripura

guarantee of

again stalled

From Nurul Alam

A scnior information officer

of Tripura Amalendu Dutta,
who arrived here along with a
10-member Indian delegation at
12:30 pm today, told the jour-
nalists at the Ramgarh Rest
House that "the Chakma
refu declined to return be-
cause they don't feel they'd be
secure alter repatriation.

“Untfl the fulfilment of their
13-point demands the refugces
will not agree to come back
here,” Dutta added, as the
spokesman of the Indian dele-
gation.

The dclegation, headed by

the District Magistrate of South

Tripura Y P Singh, came here
along with a Bangladesh team
which had gone to the Indian

camp on the other side of the

100-yard wide Feni river that

scparates India and Bangladesh

at Ramgarh.
The Bangladesh side, led by

the Thana Nirbahi Officer of

Ramgarh Mohammad Syedul
Hoque, went to the Indian camp
to sce the preparations made by
them for sending back the
Chakmas. But the team re-

-mecting

turmed at 12:30 pm along with

the Indian dclegation while no

Indian delegation had a
closed-door with Bang-
ladesh officials including the
Sccretary on Special Affairs
Nasrullah Khan, Joint Secretary
of the Home Ministry M A
Mannan and Divisional Commi-
sstoner of Chittagong Moha-
mmad Omar Faruk. The
outcome ol the meecting could
not be known tmmediately,

However, when Lthe refupgees
did not come, a sense of frus.
tration was noticed on the
Bangladesh side among all the
people including high officials,
tribal lcaders, journalists and
members of public who
waited with enthusiasm and
patience for hours together. The
repatriation was scheduled to
begin from ninc this morning.

As per the agreemont
reached at the district-level
heiween India and
Bangladesh on June 1, 200
familics comprising 973 Chak-
ma refugees 'in the first batch
were expeeted to be repatriated

A WAIT IN VAIN: Officials, newsmen and relatives look eagerly across the Feni river for the r
Chakma refugees from the Indian state of Tripura at the Ramgarh reception camp Khagrachhar
patient vigil none of the refugees bothered to cross the 100-yard river into Bangladesh.

epatriation of the first batch of
, yesterday.Despite their keen,
—Star photo by AKM Mohsin

today through the Ramgarh
reception eentre. According to
India, there are 53,405 tribal

Dangladesh officials were
seen waiting with some sed
roscs to welcome the refugecs.
Arrangements for food and shel-
ter were also made. Some DDR

nnel and 60 wvoluniecers

also were deployed at this re-

tion centre to look afller the
ugecs on their return.

The Indlan side, too, had
made some arrangements in-
cluding erceting tents on the
other side of the Feni river.
Thosc living on the Bangladesh
side of the river at Ramgarh
could see the arrangements
being made by the Indians and
the movement of BSF and other
administration personncl in-
volved with the repatriation.
DBut 11 came as quitc a sad sur-
prise when the refugees did not

to come back.

Similar arrangements for
repatriation were also made in
1987, and reception centres
opened, but  the rcfugees and
their leaders found some pre-
text not Lo relurn.
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The deadlock in the Jatiya
Sangsad following the opposi-
tion's boycott of Parliament pro-
ceedings from Sunday afternoon
is likely to end today. .

The ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) has met
the opposition demand [or
withdrawing the BTV scriptwri-
ter who allegedly distorted the
JS dings Sunday night.

A five-hour long meeting of
the Parliament’s Business Advi-
sory Committec ending at 1:00
am Wednesday resolved the
issue.

Law and Justice Minister
Mirza Golagy Hafiz, Information
Minis rmul Huda, Irri-
gation ter Majid-ul-toque,

Chief Whip Khandaker Dclwar
Hossain, Stale Minister for Law
Barrister Aminul [Haque, Tofacl
Ahmed and Sajeda Chowdhury
of the Awami League, Matiur

Rahman Nizami of the Jamaat, .

By Nurul Kabir

and Shahjahan Siraj of the
Jatiyva Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
were present.,

According to meeting sour-
ces, the ruling party repre-
scntatives suggested that the
TV round-up would remain
suspended until a new scrip-
twriter was sclected to replace
Shawkat Mahmood, the repor-
ter of the controversial progra-
mme,

The boycotting opposition,

however, meets this morning to

decide as to wherl they would
join Parliament proceedings ol
the budget sessfon, an opposi-
tion leader told The Star late
last night.

Earlicr, Speaker Shatkh
Razzak Ali deferred the discus-
sfon on “the adverse impact of
the Farakka Barrage in India on
the country's economy, ¢nvi-
ronment and public life" in the
House lollowing a request from

Opposition may join JS today

+ the boycotting opposition,

Discussion on the issuc was
initiated by Moulana Sakhawal
Hossain of the Jamaat in the
moming sitting of the Sangsad
with Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni in the chair. The
onc-and-a-half-hour sitting was
acjourned at noon to resumc at
4 pm.

When the [House resumed at
4:15 with Treasury Bench MP
Abu Yusuf Mhammad Khalilur
Rahman deliberating on the

_Farakka issue, Speaker Shaikh

Razzak Ali intervenced to inform

"the House that Abdus Samad

Azad, the acting lcader of the
opposition had sent a letier re-
questing the chair to defer the
discussion an the topic so that
they, too, could participate in
the deliberations. The Speaker
decided to entertain the opposi-
tion request.
Sce Page 12 Col 7

Another alleged
killer of

Zahir arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested one Moha-
mmad Kawsar Monday in
connection with the sensational
murder of leading businessman
Humayun Zahir killed in the
city in April.

Acting on a tip a special po-
lice force arrcsted Kawsar, onc
of the alleged murderers of
Humayun Zahir, from Fenc-
huganj under Sylhet district.

Zahir, a 48-year-old busi-
nessman, was shot dead in the
premises of his Dhanmondi res-
idence on April 8 by two
youngmen.

Fazlur. Rahman Tanmoy, an
accomplice of Kawsar, was
caught red handed by the local
people immediately after the
incident.

l.ater, police arrested one

Abdul Matin in connection with |

the murder.
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J-pnn'i-, Crown

Prince Naruhito an

his flancee Masako Ow

Japan's Crown Prince
weds today

From S Y Bakht
TOKYO. June 8: The wedding ceremony of Crown Prince

Naruhito and Masako Owada, a former foreign

service offi-

cer, Wednesday at the Imperial Sanctuary will be stecped
in traditional rites and rituals and somewhat shrouded in

my siery.

The wedding ceremony of Naruhito, 33, and Owada, 29, will
take place in the Impertal Palace sanctuary, called the
Kashikodokoro, housing a replica of the Sacred Mirror,
one of the three Imperial treasures that symbolises the

Japanese Imperial throne.

The sanctuary, dedicated to the Sun Goddess, is one ol the

people.
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Daughter of a diplomat and educated at Oxford and Harvard
universities, Owada gave up a promising diplomatic carcer

in January
officially announced.

when her engagement to the Crown Prince was

Naruhito, who graduated in history from Gakushuin University
and later received a Doctor of Civil Law by Diploma degree
from the Oxford University, [irst met Owada in October
1986 and finally won her hand in December last ycar.

In a brefing given to newsmen last week llojo Nakajima, the

vice-grand master of ceremonies at

the Imperial

Household Agency, said that the day's functions will in-
clude a series of religious rites and traditional rituals.

The Kashikodokoro Palace sanctuary comprises the inner-
most sanctum, the inner sanctum and the outer sanctum
and only the Empecror, Empress, Crown Prince and Crown
Princess are permitted to enter the innermost sanctum.

Nearly BOO guests, including royal family members, the
Owada family, government officials, members of the diplo-
matic corps and other foreign dignitaries have been in-

vited to the wedding ceremony.
See Page 12 Cal ]

New Hq bldg inaugurated

Earn people's confidence,
PM asks policemen

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia said in Dhaka yes-
terday that the police had to
expand its relationship with
the pcople to earn their confi-
dence, reports BSS,

Inaugurating the ncewly-
built police headquarters buil-
ding DBegum Zia said old
Lthoughts and concepts had be-
come outdated. The police had
to be the real friends of the
pcople, she said and suggested
regular mectings of the police
with the representative persons
of the society to establish g
close relationship with them.

The Prime Minister saild the
police could get active coopera-
tion of the pcople in curbing
criminal activities and ensure
their society-oriented rmle only

by earning the confidence of the
ITIELSSCS.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury, Home
Sceretary Azimuddin Ahmed
and Inspector General of Police
AEM Shahjahan.

The police headquarters
building has becn built at a
cost of Tk 8.10 crore on 4,10
acres of land. In the sccond
phase, a [iftcen-storied and a
three-storied building will be
consiructed on the land.

She said as the pattern of
criminal activities had chang-
cd with the change of time the
police had o acquaint {tsclf
with the modern information
and technical know-how to
curb crimes speedily, * You
have to kecp pace with the
changing socicty,” she said.

The PPrime Minister also un-

See Page 12 Col5

PHNOM PENH, June 8:
Cambodia’s newly elected con:

- stituent assembly will convene

for the first time on Monday
June 14, Phnom Poenh govern:

. ment officials said today, re-

ports AFP. -

However, Phnom Penh offi-
cials said they would not aban-
don their contest of UN-run
general  election resuits, whick
gave the opposition FUNCINPEC

t party a victory without
an absolute majority. |

Attendance does notl imply .

consent, the officials said. .
The Cambodian People's
Party (CPP) has said it will only

accept defeat if the result of the
election is certified by an inde-

e

non-UN inquiry |

Meanwhile, the UN transi-
tional authority in Cambodia
(UNTAC) urged Cambodian fac-
tions to negotiate their diller-
ences and move towards politi-
cal cooperation.

"UNTAC wishes to encourage

all parties to intensify negotia-
tions," spokesman Eric Falt
said, calling for a strong role for
Prince Norodom Sihanouk.

"We ... support his efforts
for national reconciliation. We
regard his leadership role as
key to a peacelul transition,”
Falt said.

Falt's comments followed a
meectin between Prince
Sihanouk, Phnom Penh Prime
Minister Hun Sen and govern-
ment Cambodian People's
Party (CPP) president Chea Sim

at the Royal Place, during
which they set the date for the
asscmbly's first gathering.

Sources said the three offi-
clals discussed a meeting ol
the Supreme National Council
(SNC), which groups the
country's warring [actions, to
be held Thursday.

Government spokesman
Khieu Kanharith, speaking of
the meeting with Prince Si-
hanouk, said, " he said we can
attend the first meeting of the
constituent assembly, and it
does not mean we have lo ac-
cept the result of the election,
but only to go along with the
prince.”

The United Nations said it
would accept the date decided
by Prince Sihanouk.

‘Cambodian constituent assembly sits Monday

Prince Norodom Ranariddh,
the son of Prince Sihanouk
and the head of the opposition
party FUNCINPEC which won
the election without an abso-
lute majority, was due to arrive
Wednesday to attend the SNC
mecting the following day,

Final elections results are to

_be announced on Wednesday.

With about 99 percent of the
vote counted, FUNCINPEC had
45.2 percent compared to the
CPP's 38.6. The percentages
were lkely to give FUNCINPEC
58 seats in the 120-membcer
assembly to the CPP's 51.

The remainder are likely to
go to the DBuddhist Liberal
Democratic Party (BLDP) of
former Prime Minister Son
Sann.

A

A demmﬂ:r;itmn in i'ar of Prince Sihanouk in Phnom

Penh yesterday.

e

— Star TV photo

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 4.00

e e —————— e

- o £ R SR [ e i £ B e

Incentives
for oil, gas
exploration

The cabinet yesterday z
proved the proposal of

Ministry of Energy and Minecral
Resources relating to the re-
moval of certain barriers to en-
courage foreign involvement in
exploration and development of
oil and gas in the country, re-
ports [ISS.

The approval was given al
the regular weekly mecting of
the cabinet held yesterday at
Bangabhaban with the Prime
Minisicr Begum Khaleda Zia in
the chadr.

The incentives to be given to
the foreign investors include,
among others, to allow Import
of machinery and materfals for
exploration, development and
production of ofl and gas free of
duty, withdrawal of the provi-
sion for payment of administer-
ing fee from the model produe-
tion sharing agreement and
fixing of price of gas at 75 per
cent of the fuel ofl price prova-
lent at the international market.

The cabinet rcviewed the
price and stock position of salt
and decided to import salt to
the extent of 4 lakh metric tons
to mect the deficiency of salt
production caused by recent
heavy rainfall. It directed the
Ministry of Commerce to ar-
range import of the tred
quantity of salt through the
Trading Corporation of Bangla-
desh (JCH) immediately.

Rocket hits Tokyo

PS ahead of
royal wedding

TOKYO, June & A rocket
suspected of being launched by
leftist radicals opposed to
Crown Prince Naruhito's wed-
ding hit a police station in the
Japanese capital late today, po-
lice said, reports AFP.

There were no immediate re-
portd of injurics.

The home-made rocket
smashed a window of the police
station in the residential area of

| Denenchodu tn Tokyo's Seagaya

Ward, they said.

Police said they suspected
the attack was carried out by
leftist radicals opposed to the
imperial system and to the
Crown Prince's wedding to
Masako Owada W !

None claimed responsibility
for the attack, but the
Revolutionary Workers' Party, a
leftist guerilla group, said re-
cently in handbills that it was
planning to stop the royal wed-
ding.

Govt urged to
remove tariff

anomalies
Star Report

The country’'s entrepreneurs
and business circle suggest
that the government should re-
move all anomalies in tarifl val-
ucs and make a realistic duty
structure for industries in the
1993-94 budget, to be placed in
the Jatiya Sangsad tomorrow.

They feel that the tarifl val-
ues on some imports are higher
than actual prices of the gogpds,
which is aflecting the manufac-
turing sector in the country.

They have already identified
28 items used as raw materials
in indusiries which have been
hit by higher tariff values.

These items are soda ash,
calelum carbonate, roller-bear-
ing, titanium-dioxide, zinc ox-
ide, insulaling varnishes, alu-
mintum chloride, sodium-bicar-
bonate, nitric acid, melamine
moulding compound and resin,
metallic pigments, citric acid,

acrylic polymers, polypropylene,

aluminium sheets, caustic
soda, graphite electrodes, lcad
oxide, lithophen, basic

chromium sulphate, carbon
siccl rod, sulpher, liquid gha-

cosc, wire nails, polystyrine, re-
rollable scraps, zinc iIngot,

and hydrochloric acid.

Some of these items have
tarill values almost twice their
real prices, business circles ob-
scrve. For example, titanfum-
dioxide has a tarill value of Tk
2300 per melric ton.

Sce Mage 12 Col 6

JP men damage 15
vehicles 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

At least 15 whicles parked
at the [3ijoy Nagar area in the

city were damaged when Jatiya

Party activists went on a ram-
page Tuesday morning.

Disgruniled JP supporters
brought out a procession pro-
testing the sentencing gy a
special court of party chiel for-
mer Prestdent Hussain Moha-
mmad Ershad and his wife
Raushan .

Police attempted to dis-
perse the activists. However, no
arresis were made.



