DHAKA MONDAY, JUNE 7,

1993

24 hours strike 1n
West Bengal today

CALCUTTA, June 8: The
Marxist government of India's
West Bengal vowed today to
crush a strike called by opposi-
tion parties over violence that
followed village and municipal
elections in the eastern state,
reports Reuter.

The nationally ruling
Congress Party and the Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) called separate 24-
hour strikes, starting at dawn
on Monday, to protest inst
what they called violence per-
petrated by the leftist rulers.

Since the elections, at the
end of May, 46 people have
been killed. According to party
officials, 21 belonged to the
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPM), which rules
West Bengal, and 25 were
* Congress members,

Strikes in West Bengal fre-
quently result in violence and
the prospect was for more on

Monday.

"The government will ensure
normal life on Monday. If any-
one tries to stop movement ol
public transport, the law will
take i{ts own course,”
Buddhadeb Bhattacharya, the
state's Information Minister,
told reporters.

Buses are a favourite target
of Indian agitation. They are
frequently stoned and set afire.

CPM oflicials added to the
fear of violence,

"Our workers will be out on
the streets to ensure that the
sirike is folled,” said Sailen
Dasgupta, a senior CPM official.

"If anyone tries to forcibly
prevent people from coming to
offices, our workers will cer-
tainly intervene and ff it leads to
a clash it will be inevitable,” he
said.

Congress and the BJP have
exempted essential services

from the strike call.

David Koresh buried

TYLER (Texas), June 6:
Branch Davidian Cult leaders
David Koresh was buried in gn
unmarked grave during a quiet
ceremony attended by only four
relatives on May 27, a relative of
Koresh said on Saturday, re-
ports Reuter.

Koresh was buried in the
Morial Park Cemetery, about
193 kilometres (120 miles)
northwest of Waco, Texas, the
family member said. He died in
the April 19 fire that killed at
least 70 members, including
children, at the Cult's com-
pound near Waco.

The Houston Chronicle re-
ported on Saturday that four
family members attended the
ceremony, prayed quietly and
read Biblical passages at the
grave side of Koresh.

No clergy attended the fu-
neral, Koresh's mother Bonnie
Haldeman told the newspaper.

"There were no clergy there.”
Haldeman said. "David would

not have wanted a traditional
luneral.”
. Other relatives who attended
the ceremony Includqd Halde-
man's husband ‘Koresh's
brother Ro Hnrw:l! of Waco,
and his maternal grandmother
Erline Clark of Chandler, Texas.
Clark would only confirm
that Koresh, who believed he
was Jesus Christ and led the
ofl-shot of the seventh-day ad-
ventists, had been buried but
declined further comment.

Authorities said Koresh died
of a gunshot wound to the head
sometime during the blaze that
engulfed the Cult compound to
end the 51-day standoffl with
federal authorities.

The blaze started a few ho-
urs aflter the FBI mn-rlrj
the compound with tanks
injecting tear gas inside.

Authorities have not yet
ruled whether Koresh commit-
ted suicide.
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Velasquez sworn in: scator Ramon

Velasquez was sworn in as Venezuela's interim president
Saturday to serve out the last nine months of suspended
president Carls Andres Perez's term, AFP reports from Caracas.

Congressional Speaker Luis Enrique Oherto administered
Velasquez s nath, and placed the red, blue and yellow presiden-

tial sash over his shoulder.

Hours earlicr, Congress chose Velasquez, a well-known jour-
nalist, historian and political insider, in a secret ballot by 206

votes out of a

possible total of 280.

Independent MP Reinaldo Cervind, a last-minute candidate,

obtained 1] votes.

Sudan denies Libyan claim :
Sudan denied Saturday a Libyan clatm

allowed a Libyan plane

carrying pllgrims to cross its airspace in violation of UN
sanctions, AP reports from Khartoum.

We did not issue any such permission to Libyan aireraft,
Sudanese Foreign Minister Hussein Suliman Abu-Salih told a

hastily called news conference.
it was the first oflicial denial of the Li

an claim made

Thursday. No explanation was made for the de

Egyptian experts defuse 2 bombs:
E:peru defused two bombs discovered behind a police station
in Alexandria Saturday, a police official said, AP reports from

Alexandria,

Speaking on condition of anonymity,
were (n plastic bags wrapped by newspa-

Soviet-made bombs we
pers.

the official said the

They were believed planted by Muslim extremists mounting a
campaign against the secular government. More than 150 peo-
ple have been killed in escalated violence since 1992,

Shed collapse claims 14 in HK:

At least 14 people wrf killed and 16 others injured when a

tem

porary shed for construction workers collapsed in southern

China's Shenzhen city, press reports said yesterday, says AFP

from Hong Kong.
The 14 victims,

including
killed instantly late Friday when the buflding

two women, and a child, were

collapsed at a

construction site in Longhua county of Boaan district in China's

most prosperous special economic zone, bordering Hong Kong.
Five construction workers of the 16 injured were in serious

conditions.

The accident was blamed on a series of thunderstorms and
floods that resulted to the weakening of the foundation of the

Mon
began vot

olians start voting: mongians
yesterday in the country's first direct presidential

election, Reuter reports from Ulan Bator.

A total of 1,183,000 voters were eligible to cast ballots in
1,535 polling stations scatiered across this vast central Asian
state, which is still struggling with the economic turmofl that

has followed its decision o drop communism.
Political analysts expect the clection to produce a narrow vic-

tory for incumbent president Punsa

Ochirbat, who de-

feated from the ruling Mongolian People’'s Revolutionary Party
(MPRI™ and is running for an opposition coalition.

CM claims
normalcy
in Punjab
CHANDIGARH, June 6:
Restoration of a democratically
clected state ment and
local bodies in Punjab has led
to the restoration of complete
normaicy in the state within
onc year, the state Chief
Minister Beant Singh has said.
He said the grit and the
quest for peace shown by the
paupl:a[wr—dh:tpndlm
government in defeating the evil
designs of Pakistan in destroy-
ing Punjab
In a recent interview to PTI
after the Jalandhar Lok Sabha
elections, Beant Singh said
elections tndicated
that the people had rejected the
p- ities based on separatism

KABUL, June 6: Afghan
Prime Minister-designate Gu-
Ibuddin Hekmatyar held the
first meeting of his cabinet in
his fortified base south of Kabul
today, although most ministers
stayed away, a spokesman said,
reports Reuter.

Hekmatyar had originally
scheduled the meeting for
Saturday but postponed it after
only two ministers turned up
at the headquarters of his rad-
ical Hezb-i-Islami Party in
Charasyab, 20 km (12 miles)
[rom the war- devastated capi-
tal.

Hezb spokesman Qartb-ur-
Rehman Sayeed said eight
ministers, including Hekmat-
yar, out of the 2I]l-member
cabinet took part in Sunday's
meeting.

Some ministers are abroad
and others have not yet re-

turned from their home towns
after celebrating the Muslim
Eid-ul-Azha festival last week,

Sayeed said.

Political sources said most
ministers were absent because
of a lack of security or objec-
tions to holding the meeting
outside the capital at Char-
asyab, from where Hejgmatyar's
forces  have pounded the city
with artillery fire for months.

Cabinet discussions focused
on where to hold the next cab-
inet meeting, Sayeed said.

President Burhanuddin
Rabbani sent a delegation to
Charasyab today to ask
Hekmntj,rar to hold the meet-
ing in Kabul, presidential
spokesman Abdul Aziz Morad
said. .

Morad said the Prime
Minister and his cabinet, an-

International
Most ministers stay away from
Hekmatyar's cabinet meet

- é;lﬁmddin H&km-at}rar'—

nounced by the Islamic coali-
tion government on May 20 to
try to end bitter internal dif-

ferences, should first take the
oath of office in Kabul before
holding a meeting,

Hekmatyar said the cabinet
should meet first to decide
where he should be bipﬂd

After the cabinet was an-
nounced, Hekmatyar said he
would enter Kabul “within
days.” He has not set foot in
the capital since the guerillas
took , power f[rom the fallen
communist government 13
months ago for security rea-
sons,

More than 6,000 people
have been killed and a third of
Kabul's 1.5 million residents
have fled in the past 13
months of fratricidal battles
among the rival Mujahideen
parties, allies in the l4-year
insurgency against the former
Soviet -installed government.

Some 3 Dl}ﬂ peaful marchern "Germans and foreigners living in Germany, join a ra]ly
against Xenophobia in central Hamburg Saturday, which was called by the Alliance of

Turkish Immigrants and the German Unions Alliance.

Y AFP/UNB photo

Hutchison's victory a tough
blow to Chinton

AUSTIN (Texas), June
Texas voters Saturday t‘lfl:‘l‘.l:d
Kay Bafley Hutchison as their
state's first woman member of
the US Senate, reports AFP.

She will serve out the re-
maining 1-1/2 years of
Democrat Lloyd Bentsen's
term. President Bill Clinton

tapped Bentsen for Treasury
Secre ,

Hutchison's victory in the
runofl election owver interim
Democratic senator Bob
Krueger means that both of the
state's Senate seats will be
held by Republicans for the
first time since 1875.

Her victory also boosts the
number of women in the US
Senate to a historic high of
seven out of 100 five
Democrats and two

Police action on

anti-Walesa rally

WARSAW, June 6: The inte-
rior minister Saturday defended
the use of force by police at a
right-wing protest against
President Lech Walesa and
warned he would not permit
law-breaking during the upcom-
ing c:mpnl;n for parliament,
reports AP

On F'rldny riot police used
batons and detained 14 people
after protesters assembled flle-
gally in Castle Square in the
agntre of Warsaw, rather than
at another plaza authorized by
city officials.

Police also scuffled with
some of the 3,000 people as
they marched on president's
residence shouting "Down with
Walesa,” "Thieves, thieves”™ and
some anti-Semitic slogans.

The protest was organized by
four small right-wing parties a
week after Walesa dissolved the
[requently deadlocked parlia-
ment called early elections
for 19. -

March later com-
plained that their constitutional
rights of freedom of speech and
assembly had been violated.

F&puhllcam

A pleased Republican Texas
Senator Phil Gramm called
Hutehison's win a blow
to m n I-"MM
Texas Ann Richards.

"If Bill Clinton and Ann
Richards can put a pretty fare
on this devastating defeat, they
ought to be morticians instead
of politicians,” Gramm said.

Hutchison, currently Texas
state treasurer, will narrow the
Democrats’ majority in the
Scnate to 56-44.

With 29 per cent of voting

ts reporting, Hutchison
ed Krueger 66.5 per cent to
33.5 per cent.

Reuter adds: The ptﬂplc of
Texas have spoken,’ Hutchison
sald in her acceptance speech
lo about 1,000 supporters.

Hutchison had promised if
elected to vote against
Clinton’'s deficit - reduction

w‘iﬂpar_ldqm&:'ﬂ
dollar-energy tax. '

She told supporters that
her election was a “death
knell’ for the energy tax and
said she will push to be sworn
into office in time to vote on
Clinton's economic plan.

Clinton did not carry Texas
in the November presidential
election and is unpopular in
the state because of the energy
tax and social policies per-
ceived as liberal.

Hutchison, 49, will take of-
fice after Ann Richards ap-
proves the election results,
which must be completed un-
der state law within seven days
of the elections.

BANGALORE (India), June
6: Some 600 paramilitary
troops headed into the south-
ern fungles on Saturday in pur-
suit of India's most notorious
outlaw, who has been able to
slip through the country's
largest police dragnet, reports
Reuter,

The men of the Border
Security Force (BSF) were
brought in after Koose
Muniswamy Veerappan, an
ivory poacher turned sandal-
wood smuggler, killed six po-
Heemen in an ambush last
month.

The ambush, by landmine
and small arms in the jungles
that stretch across Karnataka
state and iInto neighbouring
Tamil Nadu, copied one that
killed 22 policemen earlier
this year.

In all, V ‘s ruthless
gang which includes a younger
brother, has killed 35 police-
men over the past three years.

Hundreds of police have
pursued a man who boasted
recently in his first media in-
terview that he could never be

| captured and that he kept the

head of one victim as a sou-
venir.

The May ambush brought in
to take over the hunt. Some
wives of policemen even
threatened self- immolation
unless the army was sum-
moned to catch the most-
wanted man in India.

The Karnataka state gov-
ernment was reluctant to
make such a move but it did
ask for men from the BSF. The
force’s formal job is guarding
India's frontiers but it spends
much of its time fghting in-
surgencies in places like

Kashmir, Punjab and Assam.

This is the first time the
paramilitary has been asked to
catch an outlaw.

Veerappan operates in the
Malemahdeshwar, a hill near
the Karnataka city ol Mysore,
where support in jungle vil-
lages has enabled him to elude
capture despite a huge price
on his head.

There is a reward for four
million rupees (13,000 US
dollars) for Veerappan's cap-
ture,

FB_SF hunt for Veerappan

Narayanan calls
off Lanka visit

COLOMBO, June 6: Indian
Vice-President K R Narayanan
has called off a scheduled visit
to Shri Lanka later this month
as Colombo scaled down a cer-
emony he was to attend, diplo-
matic sources here said today,

reports AFP, -
N anan was to substitute
President Shankar Dayal

Sharma who had. earlier ac-
cepted an invitation by his slain
Shri Lankan counterpart
Ranasinghe Premadasa to be
the chief guest at a ceremony
coinciding with his birthday on
June 23.

“The Indians decided to call
off the visit altogether because
Colombo was planning to very
low key ceremony to mark the
Gam Udawa (or villa# reawak-
ening) anniversary,” an official
source said.

Shri Lanka's new president

Dingiri Banda Wijetunga has al-

rcady banned the celebrations.

Freedom of
political parties
in Iran demanded

TEHRAN, June 6: A candi-
date running in lran's June 11
presidential election called
Saturday for freedom of
cal that are not o

banned authorities,
kA

Abdollah Jasbi, the Chan-
cellor of the Islamic Open Uni-
versity who is running against
three other candidates, inclu-
ding incumbent President Ali
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said
"freedom of political organiza-
tion" would help prevent the
creation of "political gangs' in
Iran.

Opposition parties in Iran,

i such-as the Liberation Move-

ment of Iran of former Prime

Minister Mehdi nnd
the Iranian People’s Party

tolerated by the t hut
not authoriz They have

called for a b-oymtt of the elec-
tion.

Mushahid made
second special
assistant to
Nawaz Sharif

ISLAMABAD, June 6:
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharfi has appointed a freclance
journalist as his second special
assistant with the rank of a fed-
eral minister, a spokesman for
the Prime Minister said yester-
day, reports Reuter.

Mushahid Hussain Sayed
will deal with special assign-
ments in political and foreign
aflairs and the media, the spok-
esman said,

Sayed is a former editor of
Islamabad's inde nt Eng-
lish- daily The Muslim
and has been a freelance writer
for the past few years.

Petroleum and Natural
Resources Minister Nisar All
Khan also holds the additional
office of a special assistant to
the Prime Minister, whose gov-
ernment was restored by the
Supreme Court 10 days ago, 39
days aller it was sacked by
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan

| on disputed charges of misrule.
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Guatemala returns
to democracy

GUATEMALA CITY, June 6:
Congress elected Guatemala's
human ts prosecutor as
president late Saturday, pro-
claiming a return to democratic
rule as it replaced Jorge
Serrano, who was ousted for
imposing one-man rule, reports
AP.

Cheering erupted as Ramiro
de Leon Carpio, the govern-
ment-appointed attorney gen-
eral for human rights, was cho-
sen after his only significant
challenger withdrew.

The vote count was 107 for
de Leon Carpilo, six abstentions
and two votes for other nomi-
nees.

"My missfon at this time s to
save the nation of Guatemala,”
said de Leon Carpio, 51.

He pledged to unite a coun-

‘try convulsed by Serrano's

seizure of near-dictatorial pow-

ers May 25 and subsequent

ouster alter eight days of emer-
gency rule,

'l am a democrat who will
fight for liberty, but more than
anything 1 will not toletate vio-
lence or infustice,” said de Leon
Carpfo, whose office was sus-
pended under emergency rule.

Hundreds of people cheered
outside the Congress building
and set off firecrackers in cele-
bration. There were shouts of,
"Ramirol Ramirol”

De Leon Carpio led an earlier
congressional ballot for presi-
dent late Saturday, but fafled to
win enough votes to becaome
president. But his candidacy
was strengthened after the only
significant challeriger withdrew
from the race. ,

Arturo Herbruger Asturias,
the B -year-old president of the
country’s Supreme Election
Tribunal, said on television that
he felt de Leon Carpio was the
best choice.

The woman who has cervical
ectopy may spread AIDS

BERLIN: Woman infected with the virus that causes AIDS

may be more likely to infect their

partner {f they become

pregnant or take oral contraceptives, according to research
published in the journal of the American Medical Association,

reports Reuter.

The study, released on Saturday at an American medical
assocfation briefing ahead of the ninth international confer-
ence on AIDS, also found that if a woman had cervical ectopy
she may also infect her baby during childbirth.

Ectopy, a normal condition, causes the thin surface layer of

the cervix to become more e

xposed and wvulnerable. It also

may be associated with conditions that cause greater shed-

ding of cells containing

HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.

David Clemetson, of the University of Washington, Seattle
at the time 'of the study, and colleagues did research in
Kenya, using vaginal and cervical samples from 97 HIV-in-

women.

The women were recruited at the Nairobi City Commission
special treatment clinic between May 1988 and April 1990,
The women were HIV- positive but nonc had developed full-

blown AIDS.
Use of oral contraceptive

pills, pregnancy and cervical ec-

topy were all found to be linked with HIV shedding either in

the cervix or
The hi

cervical ectopy.

Sunday to rehearse tight sec-
curity measures ardered (o
avert -~ Extremist ?Iulcnrc
during Wednesday':
of Japan's Crown Prince to
Masako Owada,
Reuter.

After the formal ceremony
at the impeérial palace shrine,
Prince Naruhito, 33, and ex-
diplomat Owada, 29, are
scheduled to travel four km
(2.5 miles) through gity
streels by open car to their
new home at the Akasaka
Palace.

Last weekend, radical
leftist groups opposed 1o
Japan's imperial system thre-
atened an armed attack on
the procession.

At Sunday's dress re-
hearsal, a motorcade of black
cars flanked by white motor-
cycles slowly
route to be taken by the royal
couple.

Despite a light drizzle, po-
licemen lined the roadside
every four metres (13 feet).

cruised the .

ghest I:'H‘El of shedding was found in
women, followed by those taking the pill and then those with

Royal mhemal -

TOKYO: Thousands of po- —
lice took to Tokyo streects -

reports :

pregnant

,ﬂ'ln'L ,II'I;- S I_.'-ll-.

Police searched for possible explosives in the muddy wa-
lcn of the imperial palace moat, which runs along much ef

Atomﬂnn s route.

ut 30,000 police officers, many bussed in from other
parts of Japan, will be in the streets on the big day to guard

against incidents.

It makes her speechless

MONTPELIER: The Episcopal Church on Saturday clected
the first woman in the United States to the post of diocesan

bishop, reports AP.
Tm s

hless,” said the Rev Mary Adelia MclLeod alter
she was selected as bishop of Vermont in balloting by the

clergy and lay delegates of the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont.
Mcleod, rector of St John's Church in Charleston, W Vl,
said the election of a woman is important.

“But more, |

| think the Diocese of Vermont, in great prayer

and consideration and thought, were led by the Holy Spirit to
elect me. | think that because | just happen to be a woman is

incidental,” she added.

According to the diocese, two women are suffragan — or

assistant —

bishops. They are the Rt Rev Barbara Harris of

Massachusetts, and the Rt Rev Jane Dixon of Washington.

MclLeod will be only

worldwide. The Vermont diocesc

the second female diocesan bishop

said Bishop Penelope

Jamieson of New Zealand is the [irst woman to head a d

cese.
The Bishop's

position has been vacant since Rebruary,

when the Ri Rev Daniel Lee Swenson retired.

Plan to turn moon into a power station for earth

NEW DELHI, June 6: Scientists
plan to harvest solar energy
on the lunar surface and
beam it to earth in a fantas-
tic proposal aimed at turn-
ing the moon into a glant
power station for earth, re-
ports PT1.

Under the thousands
of solar celis will capture
solar energy uninterrupted
on the moon and beam it to
receiving antennas on earth
where the energy will be
fed into power distribution
systems.

A group of scientists in the US
have set up a Lunar Solar
Power (LSP) coalition o
promote LSP-related stud-
jes, a report in the Space
Research Journal. "Earth-

r]

Space Review” said.

Power consumption on earth is
sct 1o double from 10,000
gigawatts in 1980 to 20,000
gigawatts by the year 2050.
LSP offers a maximum

power level five times
higher — 100,000 gi-
gawalts, the report said.

Some scientists believe only
Lunar Solar Power can pro-
vide the required amount of
energy in an alfordable
manner while avoiding the
environmental and ecologi-
cal damage of existing
power schemes.

The LSP concept has several

advantages over existing
energy options, including
bioreseurces, nuclear

power, conventional fossil

fuels and terrestrial solar
energy, according to the
"Earth- Space Review” ru-
port.
Solar energy can be provided
efficiently and salely at low
cost from solar power bases
on the moon, according to
the report written by space
and aeronautics experts
David Crisswell and Philip
Harris,
could establish a two-planet
economy between the earth
and the moon, solve earth's
impending natural energy
resources shortage, and act
as a stepping stone for
more exiensive space ex-
ploration,” they said.
The goal of LSP would be to
establish 20,000 gigawatts

L
It

capacity the year 2040,
Scicentists belleve a techno-
logical venture of this
nitude is likely 10 bene
through int{:mltinml pnr
ticipation.

The majority of the project in-
vestiment will be jor the
construction and mainte-
nance ol the antennas on
earth that will capture the
lunar- transmitted solar en-
ergy and convert them into
electric power.

The antennas are expected o
cost only 10 per cent per
unit capacity of a similarly
sized coal-fired electric
plant, Crisswell and Harris
said in their report.

Crisswell, Director of the
Institute of Space Systems

Operations at the University
ul' Houston, is one of the
developers of the LSP con-
cept. Harris is Associate
Fellow of the American
Institute of Acronautics and
Astronautics.

Analyses reveal that LSP re-
quires far less resources
and land than arrays on
earth where solar radiation
is irregular, interrupted by
clouds, seasons, and atmo-

re.

Lunar Solar Power Systems use
lunar resources to construct
large arrays ol solar collec-
tors on surface of the
moon. The project might
require establishing a lunar
base housing up to 4000 in-
habitants.

energy.

The solar energy will be con
verted into low intensity
microwave means that will
be brought to earth via a
network of reflector anten-
nas on the moon and
receiving antennas on earth.

!

Spain goes to
election

MADRID, June 6: Up to 30

million Spaniards began voting
this morming in general elec-

tions that could end a decade

of socialist government, re-
ports Reuter.
Polling stations opened at

0700 GMT and close at 1800
GMT. The first official resuilts
are due at 2030 GMT although
exit polls are expected at least
an hour earlier,

Opinfon pﬂ"ﬂ have t
Pelipe Gonazalez's Seeialf
Workers' Party (PSOE] neck
and neck with the right-wing
Popular Party (PP) country's
economic crisis has deepened,

Around 17 per cent of the
clectorate were still unde-
cided, when the last surveys
were published a week ago



