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PARIS, June 5:
Battling back like
a champion,
Stefi shook off a
slow start to end
the upset streak
of Mary Joe Fernandez and win
her third French Open title
Saturday, reports AP.

Fernandez seemed on her
way to erasing her reputation
as a talented also-ran by win-
ning her first Grand Slam
championship. But Graf hung
on until Fernandez tired, cut
down on her errors and pre-
vailed 4-6, 6-2, 6-4 in the two
hour, 30 minute final.

it was Gral's 12th Grand
Slam championship, and her
first here since winning back-
to-back titles in 1987-88.

Fernandez, the No. 5 seed,
had wupset third-seeded
Gabriela Sabatini and No 2
seed Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
to reach the final. She started
out strongly against the top-
seeded Graf, making fewer
mistakes, and mixing her
ground-strokes effectively with
drop shots.

A key phase came in the
sixth game of the second set,
with Fernandez serving to even
the score at 3-3. She saved six
‘break points, and thrge times
had game points of her own,
but Graf finally won a seventh
break to #ake a decisive 4-2
edge in the set after a game
that stretched for 19 minutes
and 22 points.

“It took a lot out of me
physically,” Femandez said.
“It was a long game and we
both fought very hard.., Maybe
“if I'd won it, I would have got-
ten my second wind back right
away.”

Though clearly tired by the
third set, Fernandez jumped
back into the lead, 2-0. But
Graf saved two break points,
one with an ace, to hold serve,
then broke back to level the
set at 2-2.

“It was close — a couple of
points here and there,”

Fernandez said when asked
the deciding factor in the
match. "Maybe experience —
she hung in there on the big
points. She knows how to play
them very well.”

In the men's final Sunday,
Jim Courfer goes for his third
straight crown against 10th-
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World number one Steffi Graf of Germany about to serve against Mary Joe Fernandez
in women'’s final of the French Open yesterday at Roland Garros. The German celebrated
her return to number one spot in ATP ranking by winning her 3rd French Open title.
—Star TV photo.

seceded Sergi Bruguera of

Spain. - _
Since winning here in
1988, Grafl has reached the fi-
nals three other times, losing
once in two sets and twice in
three sets. Monica Seles, ab-
sent this year while recovering
from a atahblng incident April
30. beat her last year, 6-2, 3-
6,10-8 in one of the best
French Open finals ever.

“This time [ turned it
around,” Graf said. “I'm very
happy."

Throughout the match,
many of the key points were
decided by errors, rather than
outright winning shots. Graf
made more mistakes in the
first set, 19 to 14, but by the
end Fernandez had 52 un-
forced errors to 48 for Graf.

Fernandez's tough route
through the field appeared to
take its toll. Her first six
matches had averaged one
hour, 55 minutes, compared to

one hour, seven minutes for
Gral.

Fernandez expressed satis-
faction at her breakthrough
here and said she would try to
build up her strength and en-
durance to play even better.

It was Grafs 73rd pro title,
compared to only three for
Fernandez. Her 12 Grand Slam
singles titles tie with Billie
Jean King for fifth on the ali-
time Grand Slam singles list.

Graf went irito the final with
a lifetime record of 10-0
against Fernandez, who had
not taken a set ofl of the
German until two weeks ago in
Berlin. Graf won that match 4-
6, 6-4, 6-3.

Fernandez was playing in
her third Grand Slam final.
She lost twice in the Australian
Open final, to Graf in 1990 and
Monica Seles in 19322.

Fernandez had revamped
her game over the t few

munths and has been playing Gimeno in 1972

Lauridsen set for world crown |

BIRMINGHAM,
England, June 5:
Denmark's Tho-
mas Stuer-Lauri-
dsen become

firm favourite for

the 'men‘'s world Badmiriton
title when he brushed aside
Olympic gold medalist Allan
Budi Kusuma 15-3, 15-9 in the
quarter-finals on Friday,
reports Reuter.

The 22-year-old Dane took
full revenge on the Indonestan
for his semifinal defeat at the
Barcelona Olympics which

consigned him to the bronze

Cuba, Brazil
going strong

BANGKOK, June 5:
Barcelona gold medalists Cuba
overpowered South Korea in
three straight sets, while Brazil
beat Russia, on the
of the second leg of the one mil-
Hon dollar women's world vol-
leyball Grand Prix here Friday,
reports AFP.

Cuba ran out 15-3, 15-2, 15-
9 winners, while the Brazilians
tamed Russia, stiver medalists
in the Olympics, 3-1, 11-15, 15
5 159, 15-3.

The four teams will play two
matches each over the next two
days here and three more
matches each in Australia from

June 11-13.
p consisting of

The other grou
the United States, China, Japan
and Germany is simul-
taneously in K Lumpur.
The best three teams from

each group will play in the
grand final from June 17-20 in

Hong Kong,

Stuer-Lauridsen played and
looked like a world champion
on Friday in front of an appre-
ciative audience at Birmin-

gham's national indoor arena.

He swept Into a 13-1 lead In
the first game with badminton
of the highest quality, defend-
ing when forced and smashing
superbly across court for a
series ol winners when the
chances arose.

Kusuma, without playing
badly, had no answer and lost
the game in' 14 minutes.

The Dane quickly went 10-1
and then 13-2 up in the sec-
ond game and a swift semifinal
slot seemed assured.

Then for the first time self-
doubt crept in as Kusuma
slowly clawed back to 13-5.
Stuer-Lauridsen made four er-
rors in a row and as Kusuma
hit his best patch, a fight back
looked possible.

But the Dane regained ser-
vice and claimed the victory
that was rightly his on the
night after 35 minutes when
Kusuma hit the final shuttle
just beyond the baseline.

With the departure of top
seced Heryanto Arbi of Indo-
nesia on Thursday, it s hard to

sece who can stop Stuer-

Lauridsen winning the title on
this form.

Stuer-Lauridsen’'s semifinal
opponent will be Indonesian
fifth seed Hermawan Susanto,
who disposed of unseeded
Swede Jens Olsson 15-9, 15-9.

Big-hitting Olsson had
beaten Arbi in Thursday's fifth
round with one of the fAnest

displays of his career, but he
failed markedly to reproduce
that form against Susanto who
can trouble the best on his day.

Olympic silver medalist Ardy
Wiranata beat Indonestan com-
patriot Fung Permadi 15-12,
15-12 to claim his semifinal

slot.
The top two women,
Olympic champion Susi

Susanti of Indonesia and de-
fending world title holder
Tang Jiuhong of China, both
survived major scares.

Susanti, Kusuma's fiancee,
dropped the first game to

South Korean fifth seed Lee
Heung-Soon but fought back to
reach the semifinals with a 2-
11, 11-3, 11-2 victory.

Tang trailed by irlgame and
B-4 to Indonesian
Sarwendah Kusumawardhani
but pulled herself together to
win 2-1]1, 11-8, 11-1.

l.ausanne to host
~ next World
Championships

BIRMINGHAM; England,
June 5: The Swiss city of
Lausanne will s the next
world badminton champi-
onships in May 1995, the
International Badminton
Federation announced on
Friday, reports Reuter.

The tournament and the
Sudirman Cup team event will
be held in the Malley Sports
Centre which has previously

hosted European figure skating
and gymnastics championships.

. Mary Joe Fernandez, who

it
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in the final with some inspired

tennis takes a break against Graf in the women’s final of French Open yesterday. St-fﬁ'

experience finally prevailed over Mary’s exuberance at Roland Garros.

— Star TV pheto.

ifth seed .

the best tennis of her career.
Her quarterfinal victory over
Sabatini, rallying from a 1-67,
1-5 deficit, was perhaps the
most memorable match of the
tournament.

Graf's semifinal victory over
Anke Huber allowed her to re-
claim the No. 1 ranking from
Seles, sidelined indefinitely af-

ter being stabbed by an obses-
sive Gral fan in Hamburg,

Germany.

Courier, winner of four
Grand Slams, has 4-O record
against Bruguera, including
thtee victories on clay and
straight-set victory at this
year's Australian Open. But
Bruguera has the best record
in the French Open this year,
losing only one set in six
matches.

Bruguera, 22, is the first
Spaniard in the men’'s final
here since Manuel Orantes

in 1974, and would be the
first to win since Andres

= Sport
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Marseille
In a mess

PARIS, June 5: The French
Football League (LNF] decided
to take legal proceedings
against European Cup winners
Olympique Marseille here on
Friday in response to last
month's bribery allegations, re-
ports AFP,

Marseille, who were crowned
French champions for a record
fifth time last week, were ac-
cused of illegally approaching
an opposition player prior to
their First Division match
against Valenciennes on May
20,

Valenciennes player Jacques
Glassman claims he received a
phone call from a Marseille gen-
eral manager Jean-Plerre
Bernes before the game, which
Valenciennes lost 1-0.

LNF president Noelle Grat
said legal proceedings would be
ne in arder to shine as
much light onto the aflair as
possible.

UEFA gets tough on
Madnd quintet

ZURICH, June 5: Five top
Athletico Madrid soccer stars
were banned for a total of 20
European Cup matches by
UEFA here on Friday alter a
major bust-up with a referee,
reports AFP.

And Spanish club president
Jesus Gil was also banned for
six games alter the incident in
the Cup Winners' Cup semifinal
against Parma, who went on to
win the tournament.

Juan Rodriguez Herrera (six
matches), Bernd Schuster (five),
Pedro Renones (4), Antonio
Munoz (3) and Juan Vizeaino (2
matches) were all banned after
they jostled German referee
Aaron Schmidhuber after the
end of the second leg match on
April 22.

Madrid had three players
sent ofl — two alter the I’{
whistle — but still won the
match 1-0, only to go out on the
away goals rule after Parma had
won the first clash at Madrid 2-
1.

Italian club Juventus, who

mﬂtmhﬂuphy&hw
Borussia Dortmund, were also

19 was held up for six minutes,
by fireworks thrown [from the
crowd

Charro's 16th

PADUA, ltaly, June§:
Charro Mediclanum paced by
Australian star David Campese,

captured its 16th ltalian rugby

title defeating Benetton

Treviso 41-15 in a decisive

thyoll'l final of the national
ague, reports AP.

Campese, who made deci-
sive moves in Saturday's match
in this northern city, said after
victory it was his last game in
Italy following ten seasons with
Italtan clubs.

US fight back,

China roll on

KUALA LUMPUR, June b:
The United States team lived up
to its pledge to make a come-
back in the women's world vol-
leyball Grand Prix by whipping
Japan 3-0 in the second round
Friday while China beat
Germany by the same margin,
reports AFP.

The Americans, who finished
last at the Grand Prix's first
round in Seoul last Friday,
white-washed the Japanese 15-
7, 16-6, 15-13, in slightly more
than an hour,

China, meanwhile, had a
tougher outing with the gutsy
Germans who played with good
strategy and technique despite
losing 14-16, 17-14, 15-5 after
70 minutes of play.

US coach Taras Liskevych
said his players had been right
in believing that the Kuala
Lumpur round would set the
stage for their comeback into
the tournament.

“This is really good for our
moral and [ hope that the way
will be clear for us after thia
he said,

The Americans, who are

their second round bat-
tle in Kuala Lumpur with
China, Germany and Japan, are
hoping to outgun their arch-ri-
vals and tournament favourite
Cuba who are playing their sec-
ond round simultaneously in
Bangkok with South Korea,
Brazil and Russia.

The Grand Prix, which is the
richest women's volleyball tour-
nament ever, offers total prize-

money of one million US dol-

lars. :
( Y oungest ever k.

to do it

IRBID, Jordan, Juneb5:
Pakistan schoolboy Farooq Aziz
has made his World Cup debut
at 15 and could be the young-
est footballer ever to have
played in the competition,
reports Reuter.’

In the absence of official
records, Aziz must come close
after playing at 15 years four
months and 28 days in a quali-
fier against China in this
northern Jordanian town last
Saturday.

Winger Aziz has played in all
three of Pakistan's qualifying
matches here in the firsl
round of Asian qualifying Group
A

“| spotted him playing in a
school match in Lahore. He's
| got stamina and skill and he is
a bright prospeet for the fu-
ture,” Pakistan coach Muham-
mad Aslam said on¥Priday.

The shy Aziz said he was
enjoying competing in the
World Cup, especially as it
meant missing two weeks at
school. He is a form four pupil
at Lahore’'s Pakistan Railways
High School.

“I've been playing soccer
since the age of 10 and, God
willing, | can kecp going for a
long time yet,” he said.

It is unlikely Aziz will break
the record of Northern
Ireland’'s Norman Whiteside as
the youngest player to have
competed in the World Cup fi-
nals.

Pakistan have lost all three
of their opening qualifiers,
conceding 18 goals in the
process, and have almost no
chance of progressing to the
finals in the US next year.

Whiteside was 17 years 42
days old when he played
against Yugoslavia in the 1982
finals in Spain, beating the
record set by Brazil's Pele in
k_h: 1958 finals in Sweden.

Sp:m:qh clay- murtl EPPC‘JH]IEI Hergl-Eruguera hltsa dnuhle ﬁated barkhund dunng hu

French Open men’s singles semifinal against Ukrainian Andrei Medvedev at Roland
Garros on Friday. Bruguera set up a date with American Jim Courier in the final today

beating Medvedev 6-0, 6-4, 6-2.

—AFP phntﬂ

PARIS, June 5:

3jorn Borg, lvan

Lendl, Mats

Wilander and two

of the Musketeers,

Henri Cochet and

Rene Lacoste,

hopes to add his name Sunday

to that impressive list of players

who have won at least three

French Open titles. To do that,

he will have to defeat Sergi

Bruguera, the No 10 seed from
Spain, reports AP.

Borg won a total of six
French Open titles, including
four.straight between 1978 and
1981. Cochet won four titles
and the others three, but never
consecultively.

Another French Open title
would give Courier his fifth
Grand Slam title before his
23rd birthday. He has also won
the Australian Open twice, in-
cluding this year. Borg had six
Grand Slam titles before turn-
ing 23.

Courier approaches the
game in the same, no -nonsense
style as Borg did. Like Borg,
Courier plays mostly from the
baseline, but he has a more
aggressive, hard-hitting style.
To hear him describe it,* win-
ning matches is just a job.

“It's just kind of like going to
work and clocking in,” Courler
said after beating Richard
Krajicek 6-1, 6-7, (2-7), 7-5, 6-
2, in the semifinals. Courier

goes into the final with a 20-

Jim Courier

match victory streak at the
French Open. Going back to
1991, Courier has won 32
straight clay-court matches in

JIM COURIER

tournament play, although he
lost on elay at the Olympics
and in a Davis Cup maich
Sweden.
Courier hasn't been as dom-

Canonlzatlon calls Courier

inant as he was last year when
he lost just one set on his way
to the title. This year, he has
dropped a set in each of his last
four matches.

But Courier remains a
strong favourite against
Bruguera, whom he has beaten
in straight sets in their four
previous meetings.

Bruguera's victims in the top
half of the draw included No 1
seed Pete Sampras and No 11
Andrei Medvedev.

*This is the first time he has
really performed up to his level
in this tournament,” Courier
said of Bruguera. "He is obvi-
ously very confident. He has
beaten Pete Sampras twice in
the last couple of weeks and he
has got to be feeling very good,”

"I definitely know that he
has got a to beat Jim,~
said Medvedev. "It could be a
great match, but pretty much
depends on the mental concen-
tration and luck.”

Krajicek's serve-and-volley
game posed little problems for
Courier. Now he faces a base-
line specialist in the 22-year-old
Bruguera, who won the title in
Monte Carlo this spring and
reached two other clay-court
finals.

Bruguera is the first
Spaniard to reach the French
Open final since Manuel
Orantes inl1974. The last
Spaniard to win the title was
Andres Gimeno in 1972.

—

Michael Jordan denies charges

CHICAGO, June 5: Chicago
Bulls superstar Michael Jordan
broke his silence on Friday to
deny allegations that he lost
upto 1.25 million dollar gam-
bling on golf games with a San
Diego businessman, reports
Reuter.

The allegations of Jordan's
gambling losses were made in a
book titled Michael and Me. Our
Gambling Addiction ... My Cry
for Help' by Richard Esquinas,
a San Diego businessman.

" have played goll with’

Richard Esquinas with wagers
made between us,” Jordan said
in a statement released through
the office of his agent David
Falk just before the Bulls
played the New York Knicks in
game six of the National
Basketball Association Eastern

Conference Championships.

Jordan said that while he
kept no records of the amount
that was wagered, "l can assure
you that the level of our wagers
was substantially less than the
preposterous amounts that
have been reported.”

Jordan had not spoken to
the media since last week fol-
lowing reports that he went to
an Atlantic city casino the night
before a playofl game against
the Knicks.

The book, to be published
later this month by a company
owned by Esquinas, was co-
written by Dave Distel, former
sports editor of the Los Angeles
Times San Diego edition.

In it Esquinas, who de-
scribed himself as a compulsive
gambler and friend of Jordan,
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alleges that in 1991 he won
1.25 million dollar gambling on
golfl with the Bulls superstar,

He said the figure was later
negotiated to 300,000 dollar two
thirds of which Jordan had
paid,

Esquinas, who said he wa-
gered hundreds of thousands of
dollars with Jordan during their
four-year relationship, said he
would not mind if the book
made money but that was not
his motive.

S Australia sail

MELBOURNE, June 5: Ruck-
rover Darren Jarman kicked
six goals Saturday as South
Australia scored a 12-point vic-
tory over Victoria in the State-
of-Origin Australian Rules foot-
ball match, reports AP
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: THE TASK OF Dm

ING A POPULAR BACK A KBEFOREMHON

HIS SHOULDERS.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: Dequlhw

TheC

letter stands for another. If you
equal O th:ou;hout the puzzle. Single letters, short

mmt Hmdmw

will
words and words using

locating vowels. Sduﬂun is

p is a substitution cipher

in which one
think that X equals O, it



