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City needs better

just set in.

days, we
rain that

Merally flooded many areas of

the city, submerging a number
dozens of

and filling up of the low lands
have been responsible for much
of today's water logging and
unsafe disposal of drain water.

In the past there were canals
crisscrossing the city which
helped to dispose rain wa-
ter.There were also many ponds
dotting this city that helped
conserve the rain and flood wa-
ter for the lean season and less-
ened the pressure of excess wa-
ter in the monsoon. Gone are
the days when the Dholai Khal

alone served the entire old part

by ASM Nurunnabi

and some of the new areas of
the city. It 1s sheer neglect
coupled with short-sightedness
of different bodies concerned in
the planning of the that has
hastened the canals' disappear-
ance. Besides, the capital lacks
effective storm sewerage that
causes minifloods after a heavy
shower. On the other hand,
poor maintenance of smaller
drains also contributed to the
over-all malfunction of the
drainage system. Real estate
businessmen have also a
part in creating the m. No
supervision and monitoring
system could be developed so
far to bring a halt to the
practices of the real estate
businessmen. This is, however,
too much to expect specially
when the city planners do not
appear to have a

picture in their minds of the
city of the future.

However, some re-
portedly being en up by
Dhaka WASA are yet to bear
fruit to the full. Since 1989, the
WASA took over the responsibil-
ity of improving the drainage
system of the city. According to
WASA sources, the drainage
network of the city covers an
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Strike disrupts

LONDON, June 4: A strike
by baggage handlers and cabin
crew at British Airways dis-
rupted thousands of travelers
Friday, and the carrier was
facing the potential of even
greater turbulence with labour
this summer, reports AP,

The 17,000 members of the
Transport and General Workers
Union who struck at midnight
said they had accepted the
COmMPpany's assurances over pay
and job security as "a basis to
work on in the future.”

But they turned down the
‘undon leadership's request that
they terminate the 24-hour
strike during the day. Even
though British Airways and the
strikers seemed to have reached
a more conciliatory stance, the
carrier's pilots announced dur-
ing the night that they had au-
thorised a strike and would
make greater demands.

"We didn't enter into this
lightly,” said Chris Darke, gen-
eral secretary of the British Air
Line Pllots Association, which
represents more than 2,500
British Airways pflots.

As British Airways sought to

'3 more skinhead
suspects held

BONN, June 4: German po-
lice have arrested three more
skinhead suspects in connec-
tion with the Solingen arson
attack which killed five Turks
at the weekend, security offi-
cials said today, reports
Reuter.

The officials said federal
prosecutor Alexander Von
Stahl told a closed- door par-
liamentary committee meet-
ing that three active right-
wing extremists had been ar-
rested on suspicion of setting
fire to the Turks' house on

Saturday.

BA travellers

salvage what it could of Friday's
flight schedule — including

some canceled service to the
United States — union officials
said its battle with pilots would
be far more complicated than
that with other workers.

Morming Sun
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for three days from June 1 to
3.

The guard said that two
young men on the plea of mak-
ing an emergency telephone
call, entered the office at
around 10 pm Thursday and
went to the computer section
on the first floor where they
smashed equipment.

Three more persons forced
their way into the office with
lethal weapons and continued
destructive activities, before
leaving at around 11 pm, the
guard added.

The armed men had re-
portedly tied up the guard in a
room.

Editor and publisher of the
ncwspaper Anwarul Islam
Bobby has lodged a case with
Motijheel police over the inci-
dent but police are yet to make
any arrests.

The Moming Sun office had
come under another attack in
January, 1991.

The editor and publisher of
the newspaper, in a statement
last night, said, "The Morning
Sun has become an eyesore of
those who do not like the
newspaper..We will not bow
down to any pressure, intimi-
dation and hooliganism...and
the newspaper will uphold the
banner of objective journal-
ism.”

He also called upon the
government to take measures

against the culprits and to en-

sure smooth functioning of all
newspapers in the country.
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area of 260 km. WASA, for im-
proving the drainage system,
took up a project with the
assistance from the Ja

government in 1991. The ’

ject, already complet in

January 1993, has involved the
installation of a pumping
station, a 47-metre long culvert,
a box culvert measuring B00-
metres on the Begunbari canal
and the excavation of 3.3 km

Kalyanpur canal. When the
project is fully commissioned, it
is claimed that the water
stagnation in much of the
north-castern parts of the city
will be eased.

Besides, with [inancial assis-
tance from the Asian Develo-

ment Bank (ADB), WASA has

gun re-excavation of a canal
in the western zone of the city
and construction of drainage
line in the first phase under the
"Dhaka Integrated Flood
Protection Project” from 1992
Under the project, due to be
completed in 1995-96, 21
canals measuring 78 km will be
re-excavated and 50 km under-
ground drainage lines will be
constructed. The project will
cost Taka 159 crore of which
the Asian Development Bank
will provide Tk 121 crore and
the balance 38 crore will be
available [rom local resources.
Already works of Tk 68.45 crore
reportedly have been completed.
The project, part of the greater
Dhaka flood control and
drainage scheme, looks set to
effectively deal with a perennial
problem faced by the city.

WASA said that in 1991-92,
it constructed 10 km under-
ground drainage line covering
parts in the east, centre and
west of the Dhaka city. Since
January, WASA has started
construction of 5 km under-
ground drainage line at Segu-
nbagicha, Mahakhali, Ibrahi-
mpur, Rajabazar, Kanthalb-
agan, Begunbari. The constr-
uction {s expected to be
completed in 1993-94,

WASA sources said that 140
km area of Dhaka west would
be brought under the drainage
system when the project is
completed.

Let us hope that with the
completion of the above pro-
jects, it may be possible to effect
substantial improvement in the
drainage system of the city,

Meanwhile, there should be
no let up in the realisation that
many urban facilitics in this
city are increasingly finding it
hard to endure the overwhelm-
ing pressure of the city popu-
lation. Observers feel that there
are some basic amenities that
warrant special emphasis and
which should remain above all
ditherings. The city's drainage
system is one of them.

Hasina blasts

anti-terrorism act

GOPALGANJ, June 4: Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina today charged
the government with corruption,
nepotism and politicising the

.administration, and said it had

enacted the anti-terrorism law
to suppress political opponents,
reports UNB.

+ "The present government has
enacted the anti-terrorism law
to prevent the opposition from
protesting its misdeeds ... It is
being used in suppressing the
dissenting voice,” she told a
workers' rally at Tungipara
here.

The Awami League president
alleged that her party leaders
and workers were being ha-
rassed with "false cases”. She
dubbed the law as a "terrorist
law" being used in snatching
fundamental rights of the peo-
ple.

She suggested at least one
school should be established in

“each village to spread education

throughout the country.
- Presided over by Tungipara
Awami League President Layek
Biswas, the rally was also ad-
dressed by Afsar Hossain, Amio
Kumar Sikder and Saiful Islam.
Earlier, on her arrival at
Tungipara in the morning,
Hasina visited the mazar of
Bangabandhu Sheitkh Mujibur
Rahman and placed wreaths
there. A milad mahfil was held
at the Tungipara mosque after

Zohr prayers.

Not enough cattle
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Cattle sellers said that the
overall supply of cattle was also
low this year because of fewer
smuggled cows from India.

Other sources said that the
crisis was created by some
manipulators and musclemen
who obstructed cattle traders
at some entry points into the
city demanding tolls.

Many city dwellers even
rushed to the suburbs of Tongi,
Zinjira and Fatulla in search of
animals but there, too, the sit-
uation was similar, buyers said.

However, fresh supply of
some animals which reached
the city early Wednesday
morning helped relieve the
frustrations of some buyers
who made their purchase well
after the Eid prayers.
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Prime Minister

m Khaleda Zia exchanging
corps at her Sugandha office on the occasion of Eid-ul Azha Wednesday.
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13 killed, 60 hurt in 4
road accidents

Thirteen persons were
killed and 60 others injured in
four road accidents in Dhaka
and Chittagong on Tuesday and
Wednesday, report agencies.

UNB from Savar reports, six
people, four of them of a
home-bound family, were
killed and 20 injured in three
accidents on the Dhaka-Aricha
highway on Tuesday, the day
before Eid-ul-Azha.

Police and witnesses said a
Dhaka-bound coach crushed an
auto-tempo near Ganashasthya
Kendra at 2:35 pm, killing four
members of a family and the
helper of the vehicle.

While speeding away after

killing the five, the coach tum-
bled into a roadside ditch, in-
juring five of its passengers.

The dead were identified as
Muhammad Mafizullah, 35, his
wife Asma Begum, 24, and
their daughters Meoushumi, 8,
and Jhuma, 6, and auto-tempo
helper Abdur ue,

The family was going home
at village Pulla in Dhamrai
thana from Savar to celebrate
Eid. :

Auto-te driver Raquib
was injured in the accident.

Another accident occurred
when a Dhaka-bound minibus
from Aricha skidded into a
wayside ditch near the PATC at
about 3.40 pm, killing a
teenaged girl and injuring nine
other passengers.

The victim was identified as
Farida, 14, who died on the
spot.

Five cattle traders were in-
jured when a truck, carrying
sacrificial animals, overturned
on the highway at Dhamrai at
around 4.30 pm.

Six of the people injured in
the accidents were shifted to
different hospitals in Dhaka in
critical condition after treat-
ment in local health com-
plexes. They were.named Sa-
lam, Rahim, Jabber, Shafiqul,
Mahmud and Rashid.

BSS from Chittagong adds:
Seven persons were killed,

Environment Day

From Page 1 Col 5

ation with the United Nations
Information Centre (UNIC] in
Dhaka has organised a seminar
al noon Saturday at the centre
premises to mark the day.

Deputy Leader of the House
Prof A Q M Badruddoza Chow-
dhury will attend the seminar
as chief guest. Former ESCAP
Executive Secretary S A M G
Kibria will also be present.

Dhaka Ahsania Mission and
the UNIC has jointly organised
a discussion meeting to be held
at the centre in the evening.
State Minister for Environment
and Forest, Fisheries and
Livestock Goyeshwar Chandra
Roy will be present at the meet-
ing as chief guest.

UNDP Assistant Resident
Representative Christine Spoe-

re] will speak as special guest,
The function will be presided
over by Professor Moliz Uddin
Ahmed.

United Nations Association
of Bangladesh (UNAB) in coop-
eration with UN Information
Centre in Dhaka will organise a
symposium at the centre audi-
tortum. Environment experl Dr
A M Sharafuddin will attend the
function as main speaker. UNDP
Deputy Resident Representative
Wolfgang Fischer will also sp-
eak on the occasion. The
meeting will be presided over by
Professor M Innas Alf.

The Bangladesh Society for
Conservation of Environment
(BSCE) will also bring out a
procession today.

Members of the society and
others will take part in the pro-
cession which will start at 7 am
from Shishu Park and will end
at Bangladesh Shishu Academy,

The BSCE has arranged an
essay contest and a discussion
meeling on the occasjon and
have also organised a tree plan-
tation programme in some edu-
cational institutions of the
country.

Earlier, the National Asso-
clation of UNESCO Club in
Bangladesh yesterday urged the
governmernt to publish the na-
tional environment policy fm-

mediately. Editorial on page 4

four of them on the spot, and
40 others injured when a pas-
senger bus fell from a bridge at
Barairhat under Mirersaraf
Thana, 25 miles from Chitta-
gong on Wednesday last.

According to Mirersarai po-
lice today, the accident oc-
curred in the afternoon of Eid-
day when the Shubhapur-
bound bus carrying 55 passen-
gers hit and broke a railing of
the Badamtali bridge and fell
into the water after the driver
lost control of the vehicle.

Four persons died on the
spot while the rest three suc-
cumbed to their injuries at
hospital. Of the injured, ten
persons were admitted to the
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital. Attending doctors
said that the condition of
Polash, aged 12, was critical.
Others were admitted to Fen
Sadar Hospital and Sitakunda
Hospital.

Only four of the dead wcrc
identified as Zahir Ahmed, 33,
Nurul Islam alias Ledu, 45,
Nani Gopal Sutradhar, 55, and
Shah Alam, 30.

The bodies were handed
over to relatives.

A district police officer,
when contacted, told BSS that
the unidentified bodies of the
three victims were brought to
the Andarkilla General Hospi-
tal for autopsy.

The driver and assistants of
the bus, however, managed to
flee, according to witnesscs,
Police salvaged the bus from
the ditch Thursday.

The time for‘
resurrection
up!

CALCUTTA, June 4: The
authorities here, after wait-
ing a month for the resur-
rection of an Indian spiri-
tual leader, are ready to
take action to dispose of his
decaying body, reports AFP.

Balak Brahmachari, who
headed the Hindu Sect San-
tan Dal (Group of Children),
died in a nursing home in
this eastern Indian metro-
polis on May 5 at the age
of 73.

Since then, his body has
been kept on ice in a glass
box at the group’'s head-
quarters here, in violation
of a local law requiring that
bodies be interred or cre-
mated within 24 hours of
death.

Thousands of followers
have converged on the sect
headquarters to catch a
glimpse of the "sleeping
Baba,"” who they claim could
come back to life anytime.

But the patience of the
West Bengal state govern-
ment with the Santan Dal,
which claims 70 million
devotees across India, ap-
pears to be running out.

State officials said they
have held a number of
meetings this week with
prominent local citizens to
discuss the cremation of
the Guru.

50 hurt as cops,
workers 1n
N'ganj clash

NARAYANGANJ, June 4: At
least 50 people, including
seven policemen, were injured
in a clash between the workers
of Ahmed Jutex and police in

Bandar area on Tuesday, re-

ports UNB. .
Three serfously injured

persons — Sarwar Hossain, a
provisional SI of Police, and
Azizul Huq (30) and Abul
Bashar (28), both workers of
Ahmed Jutex — were admitted
to the Narayanganj Hospital.
Police fired 39 rounds of
blank shots and five rounds of
rubber bullets during the five-
hour clash that started at
around eight in the morning.
Earlier, police baton-charged

. the agitating workers and also

lobbed 14 rounds of teargas

shell to disperse them.
Three workers were ar-

rested from the spot and taken

to Bandar thana.

e
-

L
.......

greetings with members of the diplomatic

— PID photo

Eid-ul-Azha
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perity of the country and soli-
darity and brotherhood of the
Muslim ummabh.

The national flags flew atop
all important public and private
buildings. The main thorough-
fares and road islands from the
Zia International Airport to
Bangabhaban were tastefully
decorated with national flags,
festoons and banners inscribed
with "Eid Mubarrak” both in
Bangla and Arabic.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia hosted a reception
on the occasfon at her Suga-
ndha office in the morning.

Ministers, Members of Par-
llament, leaders of different
political parties, high civil and
military officials, senior journal-
ists, businessmen, academi-
cians and elite of the city at
tended the reception.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
hosted a reception for the
diplomats at the same venue.

Heads of different foreign
missions and UN agencies and
their spouses attended the re-
ceplion.

Bangladesh Television and
Radio Bangladesh put up spe-
clal programmes highlighting
the significance of the holy Eid-
ul-Azha.

The national dailies brought
oul special supplements on the
occasion Tuesday as the three-
day newspaper holiday began
on Tuesday.

Improved diet was served to
the inmates of jails, hospitals

and vagrant homes on the occa-
sion.

The day was highlighted by
the sacrifice of animals and
distribution of sacrificial meat
to relations and destitute.

In Chittagong, the main Eid
congregation was held at
Jamiatul Falah Complex. Eid
congregations were also held in
different other places including
Laldighi Maidan and the sta-
dium.

In Rajshahi, the main Eid
congregation was held at
Shahmukdum Central Eidgah
where thousands of devotees of-
fered their Eid prayer braving
incessant rain.

In Khulna town, the main
Eid congregation was held at
Khulna Town Mosque.

Special prayers were offered
at all the Eid congregations for
pcace, progress and prosperity
of the nation.

Discussion on
draft Russian
constitution
today

MOSCOW, June 4: An as-
sembly which opens in
Moscow on Saturday to discuss
the draft of a new Russian
constitution will group around
700 delegates from Russia's 88
regions and leading social and
political organisations, reports
Reuter.

The assembly will open on
Saturday at 0700 GMT with a
full plenary session of all dele-
gates. President Boris Yeltsin
will outline his draft in an ad-
dress.

The assembly will then split
into its five constituent groups
to discuss his draft constitu-
tion article by article.

Yeltsin has mhade in clear
his draft must form the basis of
the new constitution but has
said he is prepared to com-
promise with a version pre-

by parliament. He {s un-
likely to welcome any ele-
ments of a third, pro-commu-
nist dralt, ~

Only a simple majority of
participants in each group is
needed to approve or reject
each article.

Yeltsin will chair plenary
sessions to review progress
while the five groups will be
controlled by his appointees.

The group have until June
12 to send suggested alterna-
tions to a special working
group which will then start
drafting the final version of the
consttution.

A final plenary meeting of
all delegates, which Yeltsin
will address, is due to meet on
June 16 to agree on the final

draft,
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The Midnight File

All parties to attend ME talks

AMMAN, June 4: A PLO official said today that all the Arab
parties to bilateral peace talks with Israel would take part in
the next round in Washingion. Saleh Ra'fat, a member of the
central committee of the Palestine Liberation Organisation

(PLO), speaking before Arab fo

reign ministers meet

to coor-

dinate in Amman on Sunday, said: "The Amman meeting will
discuss Arab coordination and strategy. .. the issue of whether
or not to go to the next round of talks is not on the agenda,

reports Reuter

$700 m US aid for Russia

WASHINGTON, June 4: US and Russian officials

the

first of several agreements Friday to provide 700 million dol-
lars worth of American food assistance to Russia. The pac

will provide 435 million dollars in credit to buy US farm
commodities under the "Food for Progress" programme and

66.5 million dellars in donated butter and wheat

The

remaining 200 millon dollars covers transportation costs,

4 killed as rival sects
clash in Peshawar

PESHAWAR, June 4: At least four people have died and 28
were injured in fighting between rival sects over the past two
days in a tribal area bordering Afghanistan, officials and
sources said today. A dispute over use of water from a moun-
tain rivulet triggered the fighting Wednesday amid celebra-
tions of the Muslims Eid festival, they said, reports AFP

reports AP.

HC judge revokes ban
on RSS, Bajrang Dal

NEW DELHI June 4: A judge
Friday lifted a six-month-old
ban on two Hindu fundamen-
talist groups accused of des-

| troying an ancient Muslim
' mosque and inciting nationwide

communal riots that killed
nearly 2,000 people, reports AP

But the judge, appointed by
the government to review the
ban on three Hindu extremist
groups, upheld it against the
World Hindu Council, which
has said that it wants to destroy

| two other histéric mosques in
| India.

The government was examin-
ing the ruling and deciding

whether to appeal it to a higher
court, said spokesman S P

| Taneja.

The order could undermine
the government's eflort to curb
Hindu-Muslim tensions and
stop India's largest opposition
party from gaining power by
promoting Hindu nationalism.

Justice P K Bahri, the High
Court judge tssued a 350-page
decision lifting the ban on the

' Rashirtya Swayamsevak Sangh

([RSS) and the Bajrang Dal,
saying there were insuf(licient
qunds to declare them unlaw-
ul.

The RSS is the oldest na-
tionwide Hindu fundamentalist
group in India, and it helped
found what is now the natjon's
top opposition group, the

Police, armed gang
exchange gunfire:
3 injured

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, June 4: Two
policemen and a 12-year old
boy received bullet injuries to-
day in the afternoon when a
group of armed hoodlums
clashed with the police near
Jhenidah Cadet College.

About 100 rounds of shots
were fired during the hour-
long gunfight.

Police arrested three mis-
creants — Tipu, Omar Farugq
and Amirul — from the spot.

The injured persons are
Zakir Hossain, Rafiqul Islam
and Sanjit, 12.

According to police, after
being tipped off they raided a
shop being used as a hideout
by an armed gang at Chandpara
near the Cadet College.

The armed men, numbering
about a dozen, apprehending
arrest opened fire at the ap-
proaching police personnel.

Police returned the fire
which resulted in the hour-
long gunfight and the subse-
quent injuries to the three.

Nabajug
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tional airport on May 18, All
the passengers and crew, for-
tunately, survived unhurt.

The aircraft was towed to
the hangar on May 25 and
since then Biman engineers
and foreign experts have becn
assessing the extent of damage
to the craft.

The Biman official said that
McDonnell Douglas would
submit a report on the extent
of damage by next Thursday
[June 10} and then the cost
estimate of repairs would be
finalised.

He said that the navigation
equipment of the aircraft were
also badly damaged.

The official said it may be
necessary to fly in some mod-
ern equipment and devices
from abroad for repair works.

Meanwhile, a seven-mem-
ber probe body headed by
Group Captain Nazmul Hug
Chowdhury, Member (Opera-
tion) of the Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh, was
waiting for the report of the
‘black box’ to make its final
report.

The committee, due to
submil its report by June 20,
has so far questioned and
recorded stalements of a num-
ber of officials concerned in-
cluding the grounded pilot
Captain Azizullah, his co-pilot
Captain Kaiser and the (light
engineer

Bharattya Janata Party, The
Bajrang Dal is a much smaller
Hindu militant group based in
northern India.

The ban on the three groups
was imposed by the government
on December 10, four days after
hordes of Hindu militants lev-
eled a 16th-century mosque in
the northern town of Ayodhya.
The three groups organized the
rally that led to the destruction.

it caused two months of
communal rfots in India, espe-
cially in Bombay, where BOO
people were killed, most of them
Muslims.

The ban prevented the three
groups from holding public
meetings, publishing newspa-
pers and staging rallies.

It was the third time the RSS
has been outlawed since 1948,
the year after India became in-
dependent from Britain.

Spy caught in
Australia

CANBERRA, June 4
Australia said today it had
caught a double agent operating
in its security services but
would not say for which foreign
power the spy was working, re-
ports Reuter.

The person, an employee of
the Australian Security Inte-
lligence Organisation [ASIO),
has been charged with stealing
documents "likely to be directly
or indirectly useful to a foreign
power,” Justice Minister
Duncan Kerr said.

“It will be alleged that there
was a systematic removal of
documentation from ASIO," he
said in a press statement.

Kerr later said in a radio in-
terview the police were still in-
vestigating and declined to
identify the country involved.

Police have laid 22 charges
against the accused, including
taking documents "prejudicial
to the safety of the commaon-
wealth [Australia),” they carry a
maximum of seven years' jail.

Chakma refugees
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repatriation on those weck
days, both sides will mutually
choose other convenient days.

The refugees, mainly Cha-
kma, Tripura and Marma, will
be received at: the Matiranga
and Tabalchhari reception
camps.

Meanwhile, the government
has allocated an amount of
Taka 2,22 crore for rehabilita-
tion of the tribal refugees, ofli-
cial sources said.

Of the amount, Taka five
thousand in cash will be given
to each family in addition to
six months' ration and free
medical [actlities,

ADP
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The ministries would also
take actions against those offi-
cials directly responsible for
particular projects if their pro-
jects fail to materialise.

The ECNEC had also de-
cided to take a more cautious
approach in appointing the
project directors because this
factor had been identified as a
major reason for slow imple-
menlation.

There also would not be any
part-time project directors for
the bigger projects,

Meanwhile, the government
has had to scale down its next
year's ADP to Tk 9750 crore
from the earlier amount of Tk
10500 crore as envi in
the three-year rollmg invest-
ment plan,

"We had all the domestic
and external resources to' keep
the development size up to the
projecited one,” the same
source said. "But we did not
want to make it too ambittous
Rather we want to gear up our
implementation activitics to
make a full utilization ol the
ADP."

However, sources pointed
out that some problems like
appointment of consultants by
the donors were no less re-
sponsible for preventing quick
implementation.



