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June 5 is the World Environment Day. The day's
theme for this year “Poverty and Environment:
| Breaking the Vicious Circle” is very appropriate
the third world countries
Bangladesh. We express our solidatity with the
theme announced by the United Nations.

In order 10 cope with the complex envirenmental
problems in Bangladesh, highest priority has
been accorded to improvement of the socio-
economic conditions of the commonman. In fact,
achieve sustainable
development by keeping majority of mankind in
poverty. We have always maintained in various
international for that a healthy environment
be achieved without
porverty. The issue was also highlighted in the
United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development held in Brazil last year. Poverty |
alleviation and provision of “Dal Bhat” (lentils
{ and rice) for all are thus the priority programmes
of our democratic Government. -

Let us join hands to make this programmg
successful and turn environmental protection
and development into a social movement. It is
our eames$ belief that the hopes and aspirations
of the developing countries will be fulfilled
through the implementation of Agenda-21 which
aims at creating a happy world.

| wish the programmes of World Environment

Govemment of The Peoples
Republic Of Bangladesh
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A) BACKGROUND: The wa-
ter pollution control pro-
gramme in Bangladesh first
came into being through a pro-
ject captioned “Environmental
Pollution Control Project” un-
der the jurisdiction of Public
Health Engineering Depart-
ment through “Water Pollution
Control Ordinance” promul-
gated in 1973, Afterwards, the
then government conceived
the necessity of the ecological
balance and promulgated
Environmental Pollution
Control Ordinance in 1977
under which “Environmental
Pollution Control Board™ and
“Environmental Pollution
Control Cell” were formed.

In 1982, Environmental

‘Poffution’ Control Cell and in

1985, Environmental Pollution
Control Project were relocated
in Tax Budget and under rec-
ommendation of the Admi-
nistrative Reforms Committee,
the aforesaid Cell and Project
were merged and thus the
Department of Environmental
Pollution Control was es-
tablished which was manned
by 70 manpower with four
divisional offices including
one head office. In 1989, it
was renamed as Department of

Environment which was
placed under the jurisdiction
of the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forest. Resultantly,
not only the pollution control
in particular, but also the
environmental maintenance
and management as a whole
came into the programme
schedule of this department
which has still been running
with its traditional manpower
set-up.

The headquarters is located

. in Dhaka. Besides, one office in

cach of the divisional head-
quarters of Dhaka, Chittagong
and Khulna and the other di-

visional office of Rajshahi divi-
sion located in Bogra are work-

ing at the ficld levels. There is
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRON

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT & FORESTS
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF

BANGLADESH

— Risalat Ahmed
Director General
Department of Environment

one laboratory in every divi-
sional offices in which ar-
rangements have been made te
examine parameter of water
and liquid refuses. The
Department recently collected
the device of examining the
quality of air and such pro-
grammes are now on.

B) PRESENT PROGRA-
MMES: The noteworthy pro-
grammes now this department
has undertaken with its
meagre manpower and sci-
entific device are:

1) Collection and extensive
analysis of samples regularly
collected from the significant
places for determining the
quality of surface water-flows,
underground water and
drinking water. .

2] To encourage or compel
the concerned bddies/
organisations to survey the
mills and factories, make
chemical analysis of the indus-
trial bi-products, determine
the polluting industries and
arrange to prevent pollution.

3) To release NOC on the
basis of proper investigation
and audit report on the appli-
cations submitted for new set-
up of industries.

4) To give opinions over
the environmental aspects of
various government develop-
ment projects.

5) To accept the complaints
about the environmental pollu-
tion and resolve the crisis on

* proper investigation.

6) To take action against
the vehicles releasing black
smoked and using high-sound-
ing whistles. i

7) To give registration to
the insecticides and keep in
co-ordination with the Plant
Prescrvation Department re-
garding the regular use of in-
secticides. '

8) Testing the quality of air.

9) To exchange information
about the environment with
the international organisations

like Unpited Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP),
South Asia Environment Pro-
gramme [(SASEP), IRPTC elc
and perform other scheduled
duties, .

10) To publi#h and propa-
gate pamphlets, books and
booklets and expedite other
programmes including meet-
ings, seminar, workshop,
training programme to gro
consciousness  about l‘g
healthy environments.

c) REMARKABLE SUCCESS:
The Department of Environ-
ment has been working with a
limited manpower set-up since
its inception. Inspite of that
following major successcs
were atlained:

1) The most nccessary
National Environmental Stan-
dards, Environmental Industry
Guide and Modified Environ-
mental Law have been drafted
outL i

2) To factilitate the en-
treprencurs, the department
has innovated an easy condi-
tioned application form for the
environmental clearance cer-
tificate which, under approval
ol the government, is now be-
ing used by the entrepreneurs.

3) The survey and rgcom-
mendations made to shift the
tanneries at Hazaribagh, out-
side Dhaka city are now under
active consideration of the
government.

4] In compliance with the
instruction and recommenda-
tion made by the Department,
both the public and private in-
dustries have now built up de-
vice to purify the refuse fully or
partially.

5) The Department has as-
sisted the government in fram-
ing decision to prevent estab-
lishing industries basing fm-

of dan us refuse.
poré] As reﬁ-?;lmendcd by the

Dcpartment, the government

has located particular areas in
Chittagong and Khulna for set-
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ting up ship breaking industry.

7) The Department with
the assistance of the Plant
Preservation Department has
been able to txert partial influ-
ence in seientific use of In-
secticides. As recommended
by the Department, registra-
tion of 14 types of harmful in-
secticides was nulled.

8] As a result of the fruitful
efforts made by the
Department. the government
has prohibited collection of
bang of natural insecticides,
processing and export till
September 1989 until further
order.

9) The governmental has
putl injunction on burning
wood in the brickfields as rec-
ommended in the survey re-
port made by the department
on burning wood in the brick-
field and fts impact on the en-
vironment.

10) The department pub-
lished a survey report on the
impact of Dhaka Dane on
Environment. Presently, five
more survey reports on the
same subject are awaiting im-
plementation.

11) Presently, the Depart-
ment has framed survey
reports on quality of water of
major rivers and research re-
ports on “"Green House Impact
in Bangladesh™ and "Environ-
mental Situation of Bang-
ladesh” and is going to publish
series of treatises on {) Land
use befitting environment, i)
Industrial Development befi-
tting environment, I} En-
vironmental Health, IV)
Environment Education etc.

12} The Department has so
far made surveys on a total of
6052 industrial units and de-
termined their pollution sta-
tus.
13) The Department has
collected and analysed 11,671
samples from the major rivers
of the country till today and
was able to set up a data bank,
on the bases of which pre-
pared an exhaustive survey re-
port.

14) The Department has
collected and examined the
germs of 4,675 samples of
&rinking water from hotels,

restaurants, residential houses
and other institutions till to-
day. Proper measures have also
been initiated on the basis of

the results of such experi-
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15) Until today, the De-
partment with the assistance
of the Police administration
has made survey on about
22,000 vehicles and cases have
been lodgéd against 14,308
faulty vehicles out of them.

16} Necessary programmes
have been undertaken by the
Department to resolve thro-

ugh investigations about 300

charges of environmental

pollution.

17) The Department has so
far given clearance to 312 in-
dustrial units to be set up envi-
ronmentally.

18) The Department has
undertaken experimental pro-
gramme on the quality of air in
the residential, commercial
and industrial areas of Dhaka
and Chittagong cities,
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