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Human Rights in India

The move by the Government of India to set up a
high-powered panel to probe the alleged human
r%l:um in the country's insurgency-hit states
has been long overdue. Although concerned groups
within the country have been vocal in demanding
such a mechanism, the present move coincides
with the publication of reports by regional and in-
ternational bodies on the excesses committed by
army, paramilitary and other agencies in the strife-
torn Kashmir, Mere, one must also note that, on
this score, there has been pressure on New Delhi
from Washington, as manifested by statements
made by a recent visitor to India, the US Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State, John Mallot.

A bill providing for the establishment of the
panel was placed ore the parliament early last
month. With little known about provisions incorpo-
rated in the proposed legislation, there were im-
mediate doubts as to how far the move would help
in curbing the excesses reported by the human
rights bodies. Now, with clarifications offered by
the authorities, there is some hope that the pro-
Eoscd panel might not be a toothless tiger. It will

old judicial authority and investigative powers.
This is, in principle, welcome. However, unless all
the provisions are known, one cannot applaud New
Delhi's move — yet.

At this stage, a number of questions must be
faced. The establishment of the panel for which a
bill is now lying before the parliament may take
weeks before it comes into being and becomes op-
erational. Then, what is the certainty that it will
have a smooth passage? Since it does concern the
situation in Kashmir, the opposition BJP would not
certainly miss the opportunity of turning the de-
bate on the bill into a tirade against the govern-
ment. While this goes on the floor of the House of
the Parliament, more and more civilian Kashmiris
will continue to suffer through torture and abuses,

more often than not, without commit politi-
cal crimes, see their homes burnt and their lives
shattered. While they go through this ordeal, it will

be no consolation to them that a bill is lying before
the parliament, awai its passage to become law.

Does New Delhi need a new mechanism whic
we certainly welcome, to put a stop to blatant ex-
cesses committed by army and paramilitary forces,
excesses which have eamned for India international
condemnation? Aren't there strong enough provi-
sions in the existing system to put a curb on viola-
tion of rights of individuals? Is there no such thing
as discipline in the army or in paramilitary forces
which prevents these government agencies from
committing atrocities? In the ultimate analysis,
isn't it all a question of a political commitment on
the part of the authorities in New Delhi and

ar that even militants — whether they are up
in arms or just shouting slogans — must be treated
in a civilised manner, fferhapﬁ taken into custody
without being tertured and tried under the due
process of law?

When this commitment is lac , even a high-
powered panel with judicial power can do little to
change the scenario. The panel cannot function as
a.peace-kee force. It can, we assume, mmgcslil'

ate complaints. But how many militants in

shmir or in Assam may risk the displeasure of

the army by coming forward to criticise the be-
haviour of government agencies?

New Delhi should have no doubt in its mind
where the answer to the tragedy of Kashmir lies. If
it is in its firm commitment to put a curb on
abuses of human rights, it also involves a sincere

search on the part of the government.of Narasimha
Rao for a political sclution. The longer it takes Rao

to find the solution, the harder it will be for New
Delhi to convince the outside world, not to mention
the concerned groups within India, that there won't
be any more blood flowing through what was once
the beautiful valley of Kashmir.

World Environment Day

A Jot is known today about the environmental
hazards that mankind faces. Yet, not enough has
been done to create the type of mass awareness
and trigger massive social action needed to prevent
severe and permanent damage to some of the most
important elements of environment that are
essential for our survival.

We must understand, and in the most unam-
biguous of terms, that of all the struggles that hu-
manity ever faced, the struggle to preserve the
environment is the most critical. It encompasses
every aspect of our social and individual existence.

According to the World Bank Report of 1992, one
third of the world's population have inadequate
sanitation and about 1 billion live without safe
drinking water., About 1.3 billion people are

d to unsafe conditions caused by smoke and
soot while 300 to 700 million women and children
sufler from indoor air pollution and cooking fires.

The world's population is now %rgudng at 1.7 per
cent a year. During the period 1990-2030 there will
be an additional 3.7 billion people. Ninety per cent
of this growth will occur in the developing
countries. Asia will account for 2 billion of this new
growth.

The challenge is to provide a decent livin
condition for all these people through a system o
development that produces more, and yet does not
damage the environment. Thus the notion of
sustainable development becomes the most im-

rtant concept of our times. Yet the experience

as been that our growth has come at a severe
cast to the environment — we polluted the air, the
water, the land as we produced more and more
goods and services. This must change. We have to
produce more for survival, but we must not destroy
the nature to do so.

We in Bangladesh must take up the environ-
mental question more seriously than ever before. It
must be incorporated as intrinsic part of every
asE}ect of our a}:{:)11 formulation, and not just be
added as an after thought. Population control, in
our case, must be the central point of our poverty
alleviation programme, which is the only sure way
of pmtcctjn% our environment. A view is often
expressed that we cannot afford the extra
resources necessary to invest in environment
protection. In fact the truth is, whatever is the cost
of protection of environment, it is incomparably
less than the real cost of its destruction. And for a
country like ours, where a very small land area has
to support the pressure of such high concentration
of population, keeping the ecological balance —
much of it already lost — is of critical importance.

This year's theme — Poverty and Environment:
B the Vicious Circle — in the correct
perspective of what we said earlier. Let today's
observation of the World Environment Day be the
starting of a new era of environment consciousness

in Bangladesh.
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A close neighbour is mo-
re important than a
distant relative. It is a
popular Russian proverb and
the truth of it is borne out by
recent developments in that
country. Located more than
4,000 miles from Moscow,
Vliadivostok and rest of Russian
f[ar east now consider thelr
destiny bound up with the
Pacific rim nations like Japan,
Korea, United States and China
rather than Europe or Russian
far west,

ASEAN countries, located
next to each other, similarly
consider clode neighbours very
important. Coming up next are
the three countries of
Indochina — their fate pro-
foundly linked to Thailand,
Singapore and rest of South-
east Asia. Through growing
trade volumes as well as
emerging growth triangles,
subregional economic coop-
eration among South-east
Asian countries is being rapidly
intensified. There are even
proposals to make ASEAN a
free trade area by the turn of
the century; while from battle-
field to the market place is the
immediate neighbour's
(Thailand) attitude towards
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.

The best example, though
hardly realised, is that of

Australia and New Zealand who
in the past used to pole vault

across Asia and trade with

Close Neighbour or Distant Relative

Europe, particularly Great
Britain. Those were, however,
the days of the British Raj and
Imperial preference. With the
advent of the European
Economic Community or EEC,
access of their butter and wool
into cousin's territories faced
increasing restrictions.
Finding no alternative, trade
with neighbours in Asia In-
creased enormously in the re-
cent past. Better late than
never — the realisation has
dawned upon Australia and
New Zealand that close neigh-
bours are far more important
than distant relatives.
Economic cooperation on a
subregional basis is therefore
bound to expand in the years
o come. North-east Asia as an
active economic group will
soon emerge inspite of the fact
that formal diplomatic rela-
tions have not yet been estab-
lished. But neighbourly exis-
tence cannot be dented and f
trade should flourish, let it be
so and let all involved prosper

together — inspite of what

happened in the past.
Geo-political ties
Geopolitical realitics arc

unalierable truths [t is com-
monscnse. Perhaps during the

cold war eriod. common-
sense was forced to be not so

common through nuclear de-

terrent.

In the world today, good
cconomics {s driving out bad
politics out of circulation. Asia,
after decades of ideological
turmolls has realised that it {s
economic growth that must
come first. The countries of
Asia to the east, south-east and
north of Bangladesh (except
Burma, next door)] have ac-
cepted economic growth as
the mainstay of foretgn policy

— =

ai Betfing. Some would most
probably be the case between
North and South Korea within
Lthe next few years.

Emergence of SAARC must
be viewed in this context of
rising economic regionalism.
India as the closest neighbour
is far more important to us as
well as rest of South Asia than
all the distant relatives that
mav exist elsewhere in the

world. We Hke it or not, this is
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WINDOW ON ASIA

The aspiralions are economis
— not political gains,
Consequently, enemies across
battle-lines of yesterday have
joined hands for promoting
trade and investment as well
as increased gross domestic
products through a rapid
sprint to catch up with devel-
oped countries of the world.
Thus we find that trade and
investment between China and
Tatwan arc expanding by leaps
and bounds although there
cannot be any formal political
recognition of each other
Money talks, and they dis-
cusscd trade matters recently

the fact of life. We must accoept
it and try Lo do our best.

And believe me, a lot can be
done. India s short of fer-
tiliser. Import of crude
petroleum, ofl products and
fertiliser account for as much
as 40 per cent of the total im-
port bill of India. Bangladesh
can sell atleast a billion dollar
worth of fertfliser and natural
gas to India. All our surplus tea
can be sold to India and
Pakistan. On the other hand,
wec can secure out require-
ments of cotton and sugar
from within the subcontinent
and in addition, develop our

steel and cement industries
bascd on imported iron ore
apd limestone from neighbour-
ing countries.

Volume of Trade

The present volume of
Bangladesh trade with SAARC
countrics is not only insignifi-
cant, il is hardly growing. In
fact in certain years, the trend
is downward. Only four per
cent of our exports reach the
ncighbours of the subcontinent
and less than ten percent of
impaorts are obtained from
them. It is so lttle that the
preferential trading arrange-
ment would tend to be an ex-
crcise in utter futility unless
irade volume is increased be-
yond marginal limits of today.

Among SAARC countries,
Pakistan is the biggest trade
partner of Bangladesh account-
ing for a major part of our ex-
port of tea and 17 per cent of
raw jute export. With India,
the balance of trade is grossly
in favour of India since our ex-
port earnings at 107 millon
taka during 1988-89 amounted
to only two per cent of our to-
tal import bill from India, not
counting the volumes coming
through smuggling from across
the border.

Il this is so, then how close
ncighbours would be more im-

portant than distant relatives?
No, we must go beyond the
present trade statistics and try
to look at the potentials of fu-
ture development which are
enormous. With India, trade
creating joint ventures can ex-
pand our exports by 100
times, if not more, within the
ncxt few years and it would
mean tremmendous gains to
both the neighbours. Export of
natural gas and fertiliser to-
gether would be more than the
total gross export earnings
from garments at present. In
fact India can easily emerge as
the biggest trade partner of
Bangladesh. There is no harm
in it. Is is a perfectly logical
development and the situation
would resemble existing pat-

terns of trade between Canada
and USA_

Gains to India would by no
means be small since India is
presently short of domestic
energy resources and supply of
natural gas would substantially
boost electricity generation in
northern states of India.

Therefore, the fact remains
that close neighbours are far
more important than distant
relatives. [t is already well es-
tablished among ASEAN coun-
tries as well as in East Asia and
is in the process of being es-
tablished in North-east Asia. In
casc of South Asta, we ought to

be eager to prove the point.

their distant cousins in
INCE after the inde-
S pendence of the coun-
try NGOs in Bangladesh
have been operating their
activities aiming at socio-
economic sustainable de-
velopment of the most disad-
vantaged community. NGOs
have evolved participatory de-
velopment approaches and
principles to meet the felt
needs and expectations of the
community. NGO activities are
based upon on-going develop-
ment experiences and at the
same time NGOs have been ini-
tiating and nurturing alterna-
tive sustainable development
with the objectives of facilitat-
ing socio-economic upliftment
of the community people. Thus
NGOs are assisting government
efforts for poverty alleviation
by involving new ways and
means for development and
replicating those even in the
most remote areas of the
country.
To facilitate people-ori-

World Environment Day : NGOs' Response

by Alo D' Rozario, Dipak Kumar Ghosh and Qazi Mahbubul Hasan

Communication.
Environmental degradation
and pauperization are inter-
related. Conservation and de-
velopment of environment dc-
pends on active participation
of the people in socio-eco-
nomic development process.
Mass awareness plays a vital
role to address environmental
degradation and to promote
environmental development.
Again, this mass awareness
should be accompanied by
workable polices and realistic
approach for combating pau-
perization. Since their incep-
tion NGOs have included envi-
ronmental activities in their
integrated development ap-
proach. Environment related
major activities of the NGOs
include: Social Forestry,

evaluation

At presen{ environmental
degradation and development
are the growing concern of the
world community. In the light
of that many polices and initia-
tives are being formulated in
the country both by the GO and
NGOs. And this is the high
time to ponder to what extent
these polices and initiatives
stand in favor of grassroots
people. Bangladesh is not that
much rich in natural re-
soyrces. Only a small section of
the population consumes max-
imum of those natural re-
sources. This happens due to
unjust social structure and lack
of accountability. This unjust
situation deceives the greater
part of the population to the
efforts of conservation and de-

tivitics.

— To mobilize existing local
resources, opportunity, expe-
ricnces so (hat appropriate
fmeasures can be taken up for
solution of environment re-
lated problems.

Since {ts formation the
Coalition has been extending
all its efforts towards environ-
mental development. Major
accomplishments of the
Coalition so far include: exten-
sion of assistance to the
Government in formulating
Forestry Master Plan, Thana
Alfforestation Project and
National Environment Manage-
ment Action Plan [(NEMAP]
which ensure GO-NGO colla-

boration in planning and
implementation of the
concerned projects; {nitiation
of dialogues among Govern-
ment, NGOs, Doneors and
people from all walks of life;
presentation of a position
paper to United Nations
Conlerence on Environmental
and Development (UNCED)
held in Rio focusing NGO's
perspective on policy and ac-
tion.

Despite different odds, ob-
stacles and constraints NGOs
have been vermturing their ef-
forts directly and indirectly for
environmental conservation
and development. At present
as many as 155 NGOs put sig-

nificant efforts in environment
related activities. The accom-
panying table displays informa-
tion of Social Forestry activi-

ties of major NGOs of the year
1992.

Considering the urgency
and gravity of the issue — envi-
ronment and development —
there is crying need for active
and sincere cooperation and
collaboration between GOs and
NGOs to meet people's needs,
aspiration and also for accel-
erating meaningful participa-
tion at all levels. In this regard
NGOs should allocate signifi-
cant percentage of their annual
budget for the promotion of
environmental development
agtivities. The 5th June World
Environment Day reminds us
of our responsibilities for sur-
vival of the present generation
and existence of the posterity.

| MAJOR NGOs WITH SOCIAL FORESTRY ACTIVITIES IN1992
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world is witnessing the

continued massacres in
Bosnia-Herzegovina with a
mute stance unparalleled in
recent history. By all counts
Bosnian Serbs are aggressors
against an internationally
recognised country: Bosnia-
Herze . A savage civi] war
in Bosnia-Herzegovina and
Croatia has brought death and
violence to Central Europe's
doorstep yet leaders in the
western capitals particularly
London, are reluctant to stop
genocide in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. But why there is
inaction on their part? Where
their conscience lies? Is it not
a slur on civilization? UN
peace keeping troops are
stationed in Bosnia-
Herzegovina; no-fly zone over
Bosnia has been declared and,
if attacked, UN troops could
open fire in self-defence. But
no action has so far been taken
against Serbs in spite of viola-
tion of ceasefire, time and
again, by them. Vance-Owen
plan backed by the Security
Council dividing Bosnia into
ten ¢thnic autonomous regions

Sir, Annonymous letters or
telephonic calls have saved the
lives of thousands of people all
over the world. They have also
saved milllons of state and
public property from total
ruination.

An annonymous letter
writer or a telephone caller is
in no way a "coward”. It 1s ob-
vious that the person who
seeks to remain nameless does
so to safeguard himself/herself
and the family members as
well as friends. Truly it is an
act of patriotism and love for
one's own soclety.

Regarding the recent move
to curb dishonesty, stealing of
government money, misman-
agement; safeguarding one's
due promotion or baring one's
undue benefits, etc anonymous
letters are recetved by au-
thorities concerned (conce-

Tragedy of Revenge Continues in Bosnia-Herzegovina
by Mohammad Amjad Hossain

did not receive approval of the
so-called Bosnian Serb parlia-
ment although their self-styled
leader Radovan Karadzic
signed the international peace
plan in Athens on the second
of May, 1993,

It may be recalled that
Bosnia-lerze na was recog-
nised immediately by EC and
the United States in April last
year as it seceded from the
former Yugoslavia through
countrywide referendum and
became a new country like
Croatia in the world map. But
Bosnian Serbs, who constitute
30% of the total population,
under obvious instruction and
guidance of die-hard national-
ist Milosevic of Serbia-
Montenegro, led a revolt
against emerging state of
Bosnia-Herzegovina. The mod-
erate Muslim-led government
of Alija Izetbegovic could not
comprehend the situation be-
cause of his miscalculation of
strategy. Similarly the west
faifled to 'shore up Sarajevo
against Serb threats even be-

fore the Republic was first
recognised last April', as stated
in an article in the Newsweek
of 10 May, 1993,

It may be recalled here that
with the departure of Josip

Broz Tito, who was a unifying

force, Yugoslavia bifurcated
into five new states: Serbia-
Montenegro, Croatia, Bosnia-

Herzegovina, Slovonia and
Maccdonia.

It is really a mystery that
Vance-Owen continue discus-
sion for political solution de-
spite the fact that Bosnian
Serbs continued to [lout
Security Council Resolutions
one aflter another and declared
openly their commitment in
favour of a greater Serbia. The
long-drawn process of negotia-
tions with Bosnian Serbs is
nothing but to allow them time
to grab as much territory as
possible by the process of
ethnic cleansing of majority
Muslims in Bosnia. Apart from

these, United Nations rescue
operation convoys are accused
of abetting the Serb objective
of ethnic cleansing by evacua-
tion from front Hne Bosnian
Muslim town of Srebrenica.
There is no doubt that Radovan
Karadzic along with Milosevic
is bent upon creating a Greater
Serbia. International law, gov-
erning sovereign borders,
trcatment of prisoners of war
and sale passage of civilians
from besicged Muslim domi-
nated areas by UN convoys has
in [act been flouted by Serb
troops time and again, without
any punishment being meted
out to Serbs.

There is no double standard
[or war crimes and crimes
against humanity. The standard
is uniform as declared by Chief
prosecutor Justice Jackson of
the United States Supreme
Court at the Nuremberg War
Crimes trial: "Il certain acts
and violations ol trcaties are

m

rming varfous departments of
diffcrent ministries). There is
no doubt that only 'a letter’ will
not put an end to everything.
The normal proceedings will
take and have been taking
place to find out the "truth”
before any action is taken by
the persons in charge. Yet
there are people who pretend
that they are unaware of all
these facts. And someone even
does not hesitate to call the
annonymous letter writers
cowards!

One should dare to involve
himself in the task of nation
building and write annonymous
letters to the concerned au-
thorities about {rregularities
that prevail at almost all levels
if he has any knowledge of
these misconducts. He can
rest his mind in peace as
proper investigations shall not
fail to follow. Besides, every
person shall also be given the

option to 'defend’ oneself
where his experience may
come to a lot of use and help
in getting genuine justice.

Nathasha Kamal
Bhojohari Shaha Street, Dhaka

Hapless farmers

Sir, As an agrarian country,
the whole economic structure
of Bangladesh is based upon
agriculture. Agriculture is
called the life-blood of her
cconomy. But the policy mak-
ers of our country scem Lo be
indifferent as to the growth of
this vital sector. They tend Lo
comparatively give leasl impor-
tance to the development of
agriculture and lay morc em
phasis on the industrial sector.
Hence they are found to make
various provisions in the na
tional planning as to the credit
and other facilities especially

e e e
for the industrialists. Seldom
do they make provisions of
such nature for the larmers
who are mostly the toil-worn
people of this country.

This discrimination is duc
perhaps to the fact that the
people engaged in the promo-
tion of industries happen to be
more or less urban, educated,
well-organised and can always
exert some sorl of influence on
the policy makers as well as
the establishment. The farm-
ers of this country, on the
other hand, are in general
poor, filliterate, unorganised
and have hardly any say in the
planning of our economy and
the political affairs of the state
But then they have to looked
after, on priority, in the inter
est of the country itsell.

Nitin Roy,
Fakirerpool,

Dhalkee,

crimes, they are c¢rimes
whether the United Sitates
does them or whether
Germany does them."”

Much of the happenings in
Bosnia-Herzegovina is now a
matter of common knowledge.
These acts of barbarism by
Bosnian Serbs in collusion with
Serbia-Montenegro have been
condemned by responsible in-
ternational public opinion
throughout the last one year of
war as amounting to crimes
against humanity. Fundamental
human rights, as accepted in
international law and laid
down in international instru-
ments and proponent of hu-
man rights by the United
States ol America, continue to
apply fully in situations of
armed conflicts and have fur-
ther been reaffirmed as the
well-recognised principle of
immunity of the civilian popu-
lation from the military attack.
Here in Bosnia-Herzegovina
law of jungle prevails despite

the presence ol UN peace-
keeping forces. What a shame

indecced for the world body
which failed to take action
against secessionist Bosnian
Serbs! It is really irony of fate
that while Muslims are massa-
cred the world body 1s making
a farce by continuing their
‘discussion’ with jugglery of
words.

Bosnian Serb troops depend
heavily on the supply line from
ncighbouring Serbia. Serbian
army also joined them in fight-
ing against Bosnian Muslims.
Arms, ammunitions, tanks, fuel
and auxiliary equipment are
regularly supplied from Serbia
under the noses of UN peace-
kceping troops. On the other
hand, Muslim troops are {ll-
equipped with small arms and
tanks whereas UN embargo on
arms shipment to Bosnian
Muslims continues. Is it not
double standard being persued
by the world body?

Meanwhile, President Bill
Clinton had made an observa-
tion that he does not plan to
back out from the proposal of
arming Bosnian Muslims and
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HE so-called civilized bombing raids to halt the

Serbs. Time is running out. It
is not word but deed which
could save Muslims against
Serb aggressors. Economic

sanction alone against Serbia.
would not solve the problem.

For the sake of humanity, ac-

tion against Serbs must be
taken before the entire Muslim
race in Bosnia is annihilated.

If Israel could have a state
by the courtesy of the British
in the territory occupied for
centuries by the Muslims,
Muslims in Bosnia-Herzegovina
have their inalienable rights to
stay, as a matter of fact, as an
independent state. If neces-
sary, to avold further blood-
bath and conflict among the
ethnic Muslims, Serbs and
Croats in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
the world body and OIC jointly
should evolve a compromise
method to unarm and evacuate
Serbs and Croats from Bosnia-
Herzegovina to stay in Serbia-
Montenegro and Croaltia
peacefully while Bosnian
Muslims have to concede a
chunk of the territories to
both Serbs and Croats. Vance-
Owen plan, which has been re-
jected by Bosnfan Serbs
through a referendum, is a silly
one, devoid of reality, in view
of the centuries old animosity
among ethnic groups. Nor f{t
ensures safe havens for
Bosnian Muslims. Meanwhile,
negotiations should also be
concentrated on the return of
a large number of Croats living
i Serbia and Serbs in Croatia
to resettle them in Croatia and
Serbia. Meanwhile, Muslims in
the Kosovo province of Serbia
are having nightmares because
the Serbian secret police con-
tinues to operate equanimity.

If Kosovo became another
republic, Serbs insist, this
would be the prelude to seces-
sion which will not be accept-
able to them as they consider
Kosovo to be the cradle of
Serbian civilization. Therefore,
the solution lies with the unifi-
cation of Kosovo where great
majority are Albanian Muslims
with the Republic of Albania.
This could possibly be done by
holding plebiscite under the
auspices of the United Nations.



