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HIS Institution has en-
hanced the image Bang-
ladesh to a credibic ex-

tent in the World ol
Technology. A brilliant product
of this institution Dr. F R Khan
has gone a long way to uphold
the of this institution.
Other prospective students
who have engaged their en-
dowments for the remarkable
in technology, both at

and abroad, have eventu-

ally lostered the traditional
pride of this institution. Today,
those of you who have gra-
duated from this institution, |
hepe, will devole your

expericnce and creativity with

a view to glorifying yourselves
and the credentials of this
institution, giving your endea-
vours a tolal success.

Washing a happy

Entering from a century
into another is indeed a re-
markable change.

We, the fortunate guarters
created inviolable impedi-
ments for the country's com-
mon mass and your mission
should be directed to combat
this widening gap with firm
commitment. You are the in-
heritors of modern technolog-
ical concepts and it is needless
to mention that the potential
of your anticipations to take a

realistic form is far greater
than others.

Common People's Strength
is the Main Power
Every human being is gifted
with inborn qualities, regard-
less of his socio-economic sta-
tus. The wider a society ide-
alises and patronises the latent
talents of its individuals, the
greater its power and
strength.
The Government policies,
lations, working proce-
dures and national priorities of
our country are not at all pro-
grammed for the flourishment
of its people.
We are currently running
such ts, in the name of

common people that those in
act, serve our sell interests.
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of vague institutional
, 8o that those remain
in the grip of the fortunate

few like wus.
Bangladesh — not a poor
human resources
We regard Bangladesh as a

country, For this reason,
we don’t feel guilty and hold

in the name of poverty alle-
viation, what we have accom-
so far is- running
"Destitute Mother's Projects’
or "Food for Work
". Now- a-days it
mﬁmhmlﬂrd that some peo-
ple have prescribed "Food
Stamp Projects”. None of these
are poverty alleviation projects
in its true sense. To be less
skeptical, these are in fact

ourselves responsible for what
is going on around us. This is

nothing but a lame excuse to
avoid responsibility. Our atti-

Earlter, we have pre.

many papcrs, developed
elaborate plans, but efleetive
steps have not yet been initi-
ated to make It a success. As a
result, being very rich in hu-
man resources, the people of
our country have so far re-
mained poor.

Where is the one

lakh crore?

During the past 21 years,
we have received 24 billion
dollars from donors. This
amount has been allocated for
numerous projects, bringing
no benefit. Al . each of
the projects has predicted fan-
tastic profiles at the prelimi-
Nary stage.

We have not yet learnt what
was the final outcome of these
million-dollar projects, but we
do know that the consultants
ol these projects have received
a huge share as fees. They have
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We regard Bangladesh as a

poor country. For this reason,
we don't feel guilty and hold
ourselves responsible for what
is going on around us. This is
nothing but a lame excuse to
avoid responsibility. Our atti-
tude seems that the country is
in such a deplorable condition
because our forefathers have
not strived much or nature has
not gifted us with valuable as-

- e

offered consultancy with

higher firinge Dbenefits in
Bangladesh at the expenses of
Bangladesh.

But the condition of common
mass have been neglected
from the very inception.

The consultants and the
implementing bodies of these
projects have tactfully con-
vinced us that evolves
gradually, and that we are to be
patient. For progress, we need
growth. To produce steam in
the boiler of growth, a lot of
fuel is required to heat up the
furnace. The r are still
coping with their miserable
situation. They are still show-
ing signs of patience. In spite
of their increasing E:\r:rty.
they are 'praying for the boiler

‘of economic progression to

produce steam. Even alter
Burning of bilion dollar fucl
during the past 21 years, no
steam has come from ii.
People are now skeptical ol
the very existence of the boiler
at the top of the furnace. Or
has the fuel fallen into fur-
nace?

To explain the complicated
terms and theories of eco-
nomics, the economists have
compared growth to the
spring tide. According to

m, when it comes, SWery-

ng wilkfleat on it. Both the
rich and poor will rush for-
ward. The Dingee boats of the
poor will move alongside with
the fast and fancy speedboats
of the rich.

The things that the
‘enthusiastic’ economists do
not try to understand is that ,

the poverty-stricken people do -

not possess any seris of cco-

...........
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tude seems that the country is
in such a deplorable condition
because our [orefathers have
not strived much or nature has
not gifted us with valuable as-
sSels.

We should not state our-
selves as a 'Poor Country’,
rather, to be precise, we
should state The country is

failling to explore human re-
sources’.

budget is not simply a

number-game concern-

ing collection and all-
ocation of funds. Such numbers
can bc‘ﬁrpaldul only when
they reflect certain purposes
in terms of promoting certain
kinds of economic and social
activities and restraining
others. The purposes should,
in turn, be derived f[rom
national goals, ideally set
through a process anchored on
the prevailing socio-economic
realities and shaped by
people's needs and aspirations.
Although a budget (revenue
budget and annual develo-
pment programme - ADP) is
for onpe year, it must be so
p as to be a building
block for

a process towards
realizing those national goals.
in Bangladesh, two overriding
goals are sustainable econfomic
growth and poverty alleviation.

. Indeed, it 18 now well known
that while growth is important
for poverty alleviation ft is not
a sufficlent condition. Two ba-
sic concerns underpinning
the sustal question are
protection of the natural base
of the economy (environment)
with a view to ensuring the

economy's sound growth at
present and in future and an

equitable distribution of

growth taking place for an
orderly progress of society.

nomic buoya to keep It;m-
selves afloat. g

And il this tidal flow ever
comes, it will simply drown

the people in greater numbers.

We Are Not Sincere About
P tv Alleviati

We cannot trace any other
landscape in the globe where
the density of poverty is higher
than Bangladesh. Wherever or
whenever we get the opportu-
nity, we keep on surmonising
the need of poverty alleviation.
But contrary to our words, we

Both are very complex and
contentious issues.

The guiding canons of the
currently ruling paradigm of
market economy are privatiza-
tion. The forthcoming budget
will surely be formulated
within that framework, and
will contain proposals to carry
the process further. One will
have to wait until the budget is
unfolded to know the pro-
posed pace and dimensions of
the process and how will the
proposals impact on the na-
tional goals indicated above.

No doubt those who have
faith that market forces are
the best means of solving so-
cio-economic problems will
find the budget as proposed
admirable. Also, party political
adherents and sympathizers
will no doubt support it, often
as a matter of course. On the
other hand, those who are
concerned that market forces
may further strengthen the
hands of the already strong
economic actors, and put the
mitigation of mass poverty and
unemployment in the back
scal may have many questions
to ask. Politicians belonging to
opposition parties and sympa-
thizers of those parties will no
doubt find the budget unac-
ceptable, again not infre-
quently as a matter of course.

In reality, the budget pro-

Let the
People
March

are never sincere with our el
forts in this regard. Had we
been so, then we would never
vacillate to give a second
thought to focus on poverty al-
leviation as our main objective
for the development.

In the name of poverty alle-
viatjon, what we have accom-
plished so far is running
"Destitute Mother's Projects”
or "Food for Work Progra-
mmes”. Now- a-days it has
been heard that some people
have prescribed "Food Stamp
Projects”. None ol these are
poverty alleviation projects in
its true sense. To be less
skeptical, these are in fact
"Poverty Nurturing Projects .

In the construction works,
the line of action of the Civil
Engineers have been highly
acclaimed. If we were serious
on poverty alleviation, we
would have followed their pro-
cedures. We would have re-ar-
ranged our schedule on
"Critical Path Method” and or-
ganised our management and
plans accordingly. We would
have totally engaged the tal-
ents, technics and endow-
ments and the organising ca-
pabilities of our entire nation.

usc modern technology within
their means, With the large
scale use of the Micro-Chip
computer and electronic tech
nology have changed the pre-
vious concepts in no time. |
Once, everybody pictured
and visualized the computer as
a threat in that it would push
people out of their employ-
ments. Whereas loday with the
use of micro-chips, computer

! came to
that Australia
deep interest In importing
"Neem plants” from
Bangladesh worth over Taka
30 lakh. They have proposed
to pay three US dollars per
Neem plant. They are collect-
ing milllons of Neem plants
[rom China al present.

The export of Nowers and
orchid is a flourtshing trade in

know
has shown

For the first time | experi-
enced that the people are
talking of the basic economic
issues, while doing their dail
household marketmg. For this

rand success | give a hi;;

and to the ‘importers o
Indian eggs. We had been
slapped and pushed from our
surroundings, but that could
not wake us from our slumber
and stagnation.

industry has become the major

sector to create employment
opportunities for the backward
nations having ample human
resources. A large number of
human resources can easily be
employed to assemble com-
puters, invent new pro

grammes and entry datas.

countries. Even the ex-
otic species of plant saplings
may be exported for creating a
beatific radiance. | have pon-

sOome

dered over the question why
Bangladesh fails to take this

houses at a reasonable price. |
hope that you know the pro-
cess of making quality burnt
bricks, 1o make the mud-built
huts more stable and to invent
roofing materials through
adding a layer on bamboo mats
that can be compared to the CI
sheets.

International Architecture
Award for the Construction of
Tk. 12000-houses

You may have heard GB re-
ceived the Aga Khan Archi-
tecture Award for this housing
programme and also for its
architectural design. This
award is highly acclaimed in
the world of architecture. The
world’'s most famous architects
sclect the worthy nominees for
this prize. Being an architect
of Bangladesh, you are surely

taking pride in this achie-

s Our thoughts

have taken the format of other
people’'s minds. The students
are acquiring bookish knowl-
edge in the universities, in-
stead of gaining the light of
cducation in true sense of the
term.

This tendency has becen in-
tensified due to our state pol-
icy. We are so much dependent

Professor Muhammad Yunus, the founder of the Grameen Bank, needs no introduction. He has captured the
world focus for his pioneering work with the credit system for the landless and poorest ot the poor. Recently, as

the convocation s

peaker, he delivered a speech at the Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology

(BUET), which has been highly acclaimed by a cross-section of the public. Forthright, original in approach, the
speech has sought to delve deep into the local potential instead of going by the prescribed recipes by the
international financial institutions and bodies whose assessments are” more often than not, either biased or simply
overlook the obtaining reality. Considering the importance of the speech, we felt tempted to publish the speech in
its entirety but for the space constraint.

The speech was in Bangla and its English translation was rendered by Rashed Mahmud Titumur.

We would have acquired-\rast

global experiences and devote
it to this purpose. We would
have proceeded with the pur-

pose of alleviating poverty by

detecting the percentage ol

progress achieved each year.
The Most Advanced
Technology is Within the
Reach of the Poorest People

Rapid progress is going on
regarding Science & Techno-
logy. Only within in 4-5
decades, the course of tech-
nology has totally changed.
When technology developed to
speed up production rate, its
tendency was to expand the
production unit and help
minimize the production cost.
Technology was suited to
large capital intensive invest-
ments.

Science & technology has
now reached such a stage that
proves f{avourable for the
countries that are lagging be-
hind in exploiting its human
resources. Physical technology
has totally diversified into a
new track of development al-
ter the concoction ol the
Micro-Chip. Every new innova-
tian has opened up the oppor-
tunity for common people to

There is another promising
scope for backward countries
in employing their large man
power effectively in another
arcna of technological devel

opment. This new innovation
is called bio-technology or bio-
engineering. Though it is also
the latest and top ranked
technology of the world, it can
be introduced into the poorest
countries of the Third World.
In this field the investment
cost is much lower. In the
method of bio-technology, by
the assistance of numerous
technicians, we not only can
get a bumper harvest of para-
site¢-free crops, but also ensure
the yields of [inest quality
Crops.

opportunity?

What is the Role of Our
Technologists 7

Through a series of everits,

We are so much dependent on
donors that we no longer rely
on our own ideas. It seems that
we cannot even sneeze without
the permission of our foreign
donors. We are learning their
attitude, thinking in their way
and writing according to their
wish. What ever the donors

say, it is final and fully legal.

the world's technology is ad-
vancing towards making the
human resources more effec-
tive. Latest technology has be-
come easier to implement,
less expensive to invest and
more suited to the infrastruc-
ture. Against this auspicious
back ground, the work of our
technologists is apt to become
much more easier.

Wec suppose that as engi-
neers of Bangladesh you have
studied various techniques to
build a durable house for the
poor people at low cost, and
have thought to supply the ma-
terials to build the type of

on donors that we no longer
rely on our own idcas. [t seems
that we cannol even sneeze
without the permission of our
foreign donors. We are learn-
ing their attitude, thinking in
their way and writing accord-
ing to their wish. What ever
the donors say, it is final and
fully legal. To keep pace with
others all of our universities
are subject to this practisc,

Let me cite an example. We
have so far spent Tk 350 crore
on consultants to plan flood
control measures. Who will not
be tempted to be a party to
this costly paperwork?

Who are the Clhients of the

Technocrats?

Who are the clients? The
technocrats will study in order
to serve whom? To sell their

talents to the World Bank and

other donors? To advise the
central govt? To direct the vil-

lage administration? To sup-
port the fortunate quarters? Or
to serve the poor?

Before being employed, one
must need know one's dutics
to his employer. One has to set
his principles according to the
employers’' expectations. In
the obtaining circumstances, it

Budget 1993

Let There be an Open

by Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad

posals offered will neither be
unmixed good nor all bad
when judged objectively with
reference to prevailing socio-
economic conditions and the
urgency that is attached to
promotion of ecconomic
growth, poverty alleviation and
large-scale employment cre-
ation.

The tone and tcnor of the

these are the direet outcome
of the policy of establishing
frec market economy and the’
structural adjustment and
other programmes being im-
plemented to that end. It may
be expected that the budget
will spell a more vigorous pur-
suit ol the markel economy-fo-

tant is to manage the reserves
in a manner that international
confidence in the country's
cxternal cconomie relations is
nol croded and, at the same
time, surplus resources are put
to uses beneficial to the coun-
try. llere of course the ques-
tion is whether or not there is

is not absurd to mention that
the World Bank and other
donor fes are direcily
and theclients of our
technocrats. So, the technolo-
gisls are preparing themselves
accordingly and there is noth-
ing to be amazed at this out.
come

What Should You and Your
l‘rh_ﬁu-ll'l'w

Now you all are busy with

the planning for the [uture

, some of you will initiate
an action research amme
to devise a technology for the
community so that none re-
mains in starvation during the
period of Kartik Chaitra. |
guess you will dedicate your
own income and free hours for
the purpose.

Some of you might have
thought to run "Mechanical
Camps” in the Boro season like
your doctor [riends who run
"Eye clinics”™. You will do them
so that the engines do not step
in the season due to mechani-

Creating obstacle for le
seems tns be the sacred mpnf
the government.” If a citizen
has the idea that the function
of a government is to punish
the good and look after the
wrong-doers, it would not be
surprising. To break the law
seems to be the habitual right
of the government. Those who
function near the government
seem to have taken it for
granted similar is their right
also. The government seems

to be a huge oppressive ma-
chine to inflict more sufferings

to people.

cal failure. Others will direct
"Electrical Camps” for the irri-
gation pumps and industries so
that they remain active without
any electrical malfunctioning.

Like the "free clinies” of
your doctor [riends, you are
also planning on designing
houses, selecting building ma-
terials and advising the poor
on the building techniques
free of cost. In the slums and
villages, hope you will plan a
combined housing facilities
with sanitation, electricity,
drinking water, school and
health centre.

Some of you might havc
becn thinking that you will
open "Technical Advisory
Squad” in serious places and
make the technological devel-
opments accessible for all
Without neglecting canal exca-
vation, you are rather thinking
to prescribe methods so that

the programme brings pr s-
perity to all. Furthermore, you
desire tp draw a conclusion on
the condlict between eanal ox-
cavation and road carpeting
and sketch an elaborate plan
so that these two projects
complement each other. Some
may be thinking that during
the natural calamities, they
will send "Technical Squads”
to Lhe affected areas so that
the rehabilitation programme
gears up through building

houses, providing electricity
and power supply, construct-
ing the roads and establishing

communication [acilities.
Moreover, you may be thinking
ol alternative plans so that
these facilities cannot be dam-
aged so castly in future.

Indian Eggs
While talking about techno-
logical innovation cannot resist

mysell from, raising the issue .

of Indian eggs. This issue has
angered all of us. For the first

time I experienced that the
pcople are talking of the basic

&

Debate

it amounts 1o a donor coplifi-
cale in support of the eco-
nomic policy directions that
the povernment is pursuing. In
fact, the aid pipeline is of the
order of a huge 5.5 billion US
dollars and the annual aid uti-
lization is of the order of 1.5 —
1.8 billlon US dollars. The pro-
jected growth rate of some B
per cent is certainly welcome.

No doubt thase who have faith that market forces are the best means of solving socio-economic problems will
find the budget as proposed admirable. Also, party political adherents and sympathizers will no doubt support
it, often as a matter of course. On the other hand, those who are concerned that market forces may further
strengthen the hands of the already strong economic actors, and put the mitigation of mass poverty a;td
unemployment in the back seat may have many questions to ask. Politicians belonging to opposition parties
and sympathizers of those parties will no doubt find the budget unacceptable, again not infrequently as a

matter of course.

budget making this year will
likely be set with reference Lo
the hefty foreign exchange re-
serve of about 2 billion US dol-
lars, the rather unexpectedly
large foreign aid commitment
of 2.15 billion US dollars and
the Asian Development Bank
projection of a GDP growth
raic of about 5 per cent in the
current year, claiming that

cused goals and adjustments.

It is certainly betier to have
such a large foreign exchange
reserve than the vulnerability
that a precarious reserve posi-
tion spells. At the same time it
must be understood that for a
heavily aid dependent country
like Bangladesh, there is no
real benefit to be derived from
idle reserves. What is impor-

genuine demand for foreign
exchange. Although | do not
know the facts of the matter,
but demand should be a con-
straint in a country where ac-
celeration of economic growth
reqquires: increasing imports.
The commitment of the rather
large foreign aid this year is
surcly a big morale booster for
the government in as much as

“*One hopes that it materializes

and is not revised downward
later on. In any case, a weather
[avoured agricultural bumper
crop is a major reason for this
relatively high economie
growth rate. And one cannot
expect that weather will be
similarly bountiful every time.
Moreover, the collapse of food
grain prices in the wake of

bumpcr crop raises yc¢l an-
other contentious issuec that
niids to be addressed Lo slem

"o backlash and support further

agrcultural growth.

Moving on, naturally the
budget proposals, relating to

- hoth revenue collection and

expenditure (both on revenue
and development heads) allo-
cation, will imply burdens and
benelits and discrimination.

The question to ask here is:
how will those burdens and
benefits be shared and dis-
crimination endured? In a so-
cicty where the majority is ab-
so'utely poor and income dis-
iril ution is highly skewed, it
mus<t be ensured that the dis-
trit: ution of the burdens and
benefits and discriminatory
consequences alleviate rather
than accentuate poverty and
deprivation. At the same lime,
growth must accelerate to en-
large the total cake. The chal-
lenge is very intriguing for a
preciriously resource

couniry is entrapped in low
saving, low foreign aid dis-
bursement and low investment
syndrome. Add two other ma-
jor crises, viz large and rapidly
growing population and envi-
ronmental degradation, that
this country faces, the chal-
lenge compounds and becomes
absolutely mind boggling.
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ceonomic issues, while dning
thetr daily household market-
ing. For this grand success |
give a big hand to the tm-
porters of Indian eggs. We had
been slapped and pushed from
our surroundings. but that
could not wake us from owur

slumber and s tion. With
the tmport of eggs, we
for the first time discovered
wrinkles on our foreheads.

There should be an Alliance
among the Govt, Universities
& the Business Community:

We are o creale unity
among oursclves. We should
make an aldance among the
govi, business community and
the universities. We should
change the customs and mela-
tions. The govt should not s#
rigidly with an emperor like
gesture, the university teach-
ers should not remain as the
hypothetical thinkers, the

businesamen should not search
for quick fringe bencfits and

profits with glittering eyes
Each one of them should re
gard each other as friends and
devote Lheir intellect and in-

dustry together to combat
other's impediments. We
should enacl new laws to avoid

delaying and harassing peoph

Please assist in removing all

bottleneck

Creating obstacle for people
secems to be the sacred duty of
the "government.” Il a citizen
has the idca that the function
of a government is to punish
the good and look after the
wrong-doers, it would not be
surprising. To break the Jaw

sccms to be the habitual right
ol the government, Those who

lunction near the government
scem Lo have taken it for
granted similar ts their right
also, The government seems to
he a huge oppressive machine
to. inflict more sufferings to
people.

We are caught in our own

trap

e government should
implement, save spread and
preserve Lhis system. Thosc

‘wheo break the nule should not

be let off the hook. The gov-
ernment should be a source of
inspiration. The government
should be of a positive nature
not of a negative one.
Whureas, whoerever you go,
you will find patrioticc pcople,
among the politicians, gov-
ernment ermployecs, univkrsity
teachers, businessmen,

We dare put our own thoughts
and perspectives. Thus, the
knowledge that is supposed to
open our eyes and broaden our
minds, has in the long run, -
crippled our minds and made
us blind. Instead of our own
eyes, we are with the pro-
grammed eyes, being fully
aware of the consequences.
Our thoughts have taken the
format of other people's
minds. The students are ac-
quiring bookish knowledge in
the universities, instead of
gaining the light of education
in true sense of the term.

poor
couniry like Bangladesh. The

It is only the youth commu-
nity who can lift the living
standard of the have not to a
reasonable level.The lower
class have been stuck in the
mud and that mud can be

ssfull i
elimtnattﬁ:ll_n:;ﬁﬂf;; abﬁ(shi ng

their rights in nation building
policies and by providing them
with sufficient tools of modern
technology.

In this piece it is my inten-
tion to remind all concerned
that society faces a very difli-
cult situation. This demands
objectivity and sincerity from
those who have been entrusted
by the people and/or are being
paid by the people to manage
their affairs. The observed

competition in the Eulitifal
firmament of the couniry lor

scoring political points over
opponents through dema-
goguery and rhetoric are in
fact a cruel joke to thc poor
mass of the population. Issues
must be addressed by the po

litical parties with carefully
thought out policies and pro-
grammes, Others (various pro-
fessional groups, industrialists,
business community) who wish
to participate in the debate
must also come with concrete
policy suggestions and practi-
cal proposals with open mind
and without being prefudiced
by their professional or group
interests and keeping the real-
ittes facing the country firmly
in perspective.

Eﬂ sﬁfbntt be conducted
around forthcoming budget
and annual development pro-
gramme by people of different
persuasions with objectivity
and constructively as a consen-
sus building process on fun-
damental issues facing the na-
tion, shunning trivialities and

[rivolity.



