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Russia, Ukraine to hold
talks on Black Sea Fleet

MOSCOW, May 3 | :President
Boris Yeltsin will meet with
Ukrainian President Leonid
Kravchuk "sooner or later” to
discuss the growing dispute
over the Black Sea Fleet, a
spokesman said Monday, re-
ports AP.

But Yeltsin aide Anatoly
Krasikov indicated there was no
rush. Kravchuk, appearing on
commonwealth television
Sunday night, said he wanted
to meet with Yeltsin as soon as
possible.

"I would like to have this
problem solved peacefully in the
interest of the Black Sea Fleet,
in the interests of Sevastopol, in
the interests of Ukraine and in
the interests of Russia”,
Kravchuk said.

Last week, the tug-of-war
over one of the former Soviet
navy's crown jewels intensified,
with three-quarters of the [leet
‘ships raising Russia's St.
Andrew's flag in defiance of

Ukraine,

Ukraine on Friday formally
protesied to Russia about the
[lag revolt and called on Yeltsin
and Kravchuk to settle the dis-
pute in a meeting, Eo'l‘lhrly in
mid-June. Kravchuk repeated
that appeal Sunday night.

“Sooner or later it will take
place”, Krasikov told The
Associated Press, "But is should
first be prepared by both sides.”

Ukraine and Russia have
jostled over the fleet since the
Soviet collapse in 1991.Yeltsin
and Kravchuk agreed last year
to assume dual control from the
Commonwealth of Independent
States. That cooled the dispute
while the sides worked on a di-
vision agreement to be finished
by 1995,

But talks broke down in
May, leading to new revolts.
Officers have declared a pay
strike to protest salary gaps be-
tween Russian and Ukrainian
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French official in Pakistan: m.

Secretary General of France's Foreign Ministry arrived Sunday

in Pakistan for regular policy

talks between the two countries, a

diplomatic source said, reports AFP from [slamabad.
Serge Boidevaix is to meet Monday with his Pakistani coun-
terpart, Akram Zaki, for talks on & broad range of international

and regional concerns.

The situation*in neighbouring India-controlled Kashmir,

KABUL, May 31: Maverick
guerillas battled Defence
Ministry forces in a battered
summer resort outside Kabul
today while the capital cele-
brated the holy Eid-ul-Azha,
reports Reuter.

A day after rockets killed
two people shopping at a Kabul
flour market, President Burh-
anuddin Rabbani worshipped
at the mosque in the pre-
sidential palace that he has
occupied since last June.

On Sunday the mainly
Shi'ite Hezb-1-Wahdat guerillas
fought troops loyal to the
Islamic governmerit that took
power when the communists
fell in April 1992, breaking a
fragile week-old ceasefire.
Howeyer, the capital was quiet
lnd._-uy and people relaxed as

group battles

they prepared to slaughter
sheep and goals to celebrate
the festival after the fighting
moved out to the town ol
Paghman, a few miles west of
Kabul.

Rabbani recounted to his
congregation the story of the
Prophet Ibrahim (RA), saying
his faith had been so great he
was prepared to sacrifice his
only son for God. As he
preached, Defence Ministry
soldiers armed with Kala-
shnikov assault rifles took up
positions on the surrounding
roofs.

More than 6,000 people
have been killed in the city
since the guerillas took power,
including 1,000 in factional

International

Truce shattered as Wahdat (gprresreses
Afghan troops

Wahdat,
matya
fighters, was battling Defencc
Ministry forces in Paghman.

The television news broad-
cast what it called a 'fraternal
greeting’ from Rabbani to his
arch-rival Prime Minister-des-
ignate Gulbuddin Hekmatyar
and said he was welcome in

the capital whenever he
wanted.
Hekmatyar has yet to keep a

pledge to enter Kabul 'within
days' after the quarreling lead-
ers called a permanent cease-
fire following three weeks of
talks in the eastern city ol
Jalalabad on May 20.

The rival claimants 1o
power also agreed on a new
cabinet and a formula to col-
lect heavy weaponry and to
create an environment for
elections in September.

Officials said the Hezb-I-

allied with liek-
r's radical Hezb-1-Islami

The former summer retreat
for Kabul's kings is now
devastated by 14 years of civil
war.

Hezb-1-Wahdat has accused
Defence Ministry forces of
opening fire first.

Machinegun fire and ar-
tillery rounds echoed around
parts of the city and tracer
bullet lit up the sky late on
Sunday. Some guerilla factions
said their men were celebrat-
ing the start of Eid-ul-Azha and
were not fighting.

The ceasefire has been
punctuated from the start by
minor skirmishes.

fighting last month.

where a violenl campaign is underway to segede India’s only
Muslim-majority state, disarmament and ways of increasing
stability in Asia will be on the agenda. Zaki said as he welcomed
the French oflicial.

Boidevaix is sel to meet senate president Wasim Sajjad, but
will not see President Ghulam Ishag Khan or Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, who are locked in an inc¢reasingly bitter power

_struggle.

Israel, Libya begin secret talks :

Isracl and zibya have begun secret contacts, Police Minister
Moshe Shahal told Israeli radio on Monday, reports AFP from

Jerusalem.

"We have established secret contacts with this country

and

when the situation is right | suppose we shall make them

b

public,” he said.

e hoped that the visit b;f

192 Libyan pilgrims to holy sitcs

in Jerusalem will help improve relations.
"We have nothing against Libya," Shahal said.

The two countrics are officially

in a state of war and Israeli

leaders have repeatedly accused Libya of being used as a base

for terrorist organisations.

Li Peng resting: chinese prime Minsster L

Peng is resting on doctor's orders and getting better, Foreign
Minister Qian Qichen was quoted as saying Monday reports

Reuter [rom Tokyo

Kyodo News Service quoted Qian as telling former Japanese
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu during a meeting in Tokyo
"l met him before | came to Japan. On doctors nrd{*ru he has
" been laking thing'quietly Me is devoting himsclf to treating his
fliness. He is continuing to get better.”
Qtan is on an oflicial visit to Japan.
I.§ has not appeared in public for more than a month.

16 die in Rwanda

grenade blast:

Sixteen people were killed and at least 125 others injured when
two grenades exploded in a small market-tewn in western
Rwanda on Sunday, state radio reported, says Reuter from

Nairobi.

The radio, monitored in Nairobi by the British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC), said the government had launched an in-
quiry into the attack at Kirambo village tn the western
Cyangugu district bordering Zaire.

No group has so far claimed responsibility for the attack.

The tiny central African state has for two years been fighting

a rebellion by

the Rwandan Patriotic Front which has devas-

taled the economy and left thousands homeless.

Quake l‘OCkS Chile: An earthquake rocked

the central eoast of Chile Sunday, bul caused no injures or
damage, authorities reported, says AP [rom Santiago.

The Seismological Institute said the tremor hit at 4:30 pm
(2030 CMT) and measured 4 5 on the Richter scale. [ts epicen:
ter was ofl the coast of Zapallar, a resort 220 kilometers (135

miles) north of Santiago.

Asian govts prefer power
to human rights: Amnesty

HONG KONG, May 31: Asian
governments seem more pre-
occupied with preserving their
power than protecting the
rights of their people, Amnesty
International declared here
today, reports AFP,

"Human rights must not be
sacrificed for economic and
commercial gain in Asian
couniries,” Amnesty s Asia
Pactfic grouping said in a press

statement that followed a
weekend meeting in Hong
Kong.

The meeting. attended by
delegates from 15 countries
and territories, was held to
CXpPress Concern over atlempls
by some Asian governments to
undermine internationally
recognised standards for hu-

man rights.

It took place ahead of the
United Nations world confer-
ence on human rights in
Vienna on June 14-25.

The group said a declara-
tion made by Asian countries
in Bangkok last March at a re-
gional preparatory mecting for
the Vienna conference showed
that governments were "more
concerned aboutl prolecting
themselves against so-called
outside interference in their
external affairs than taking a
constructive position on im-
proving the climate for human
rights within their countries.”

"Among the Asian countrics
represented in the Bangkok
conference were those where
countless cases of prisoners of

conscience languish in prison”

said

A protester with a placard depicting a military tank inside
an eye while demonstrating in front of the Chinese de facto
consulate in Hong Kong Sunday. Nearly 5,000 activists
marched on the Xinhua news agency building to mark the
fourth, anniversary of ;the bloody ‘suppressions of, the
Tienanmen Square pro-democracy movement in Betjing.-

— AFP/UNB photo

ROK police raid 2
varsity campuses:
44 arrested

SEOUL, May 31: South
Korean police today carried
out a predawn raid on two uni-
versity campuses, detaining 44
alleged student radicals and
seizing enough firebombs to fill
four trucks, police said, re-
ports AFP.

The government, mean-
while, decided to take firm le-
gal action against those taking
part in violent demonstrations,
officials said, in the first such
move since President Kim
Young-Sam took office in
February.

Choi Hwan, a prosecution
officer in charge of public se-
curity, said charges would be
pressed against those taking
part in illegal violent protests
or those attempting to make
contact with North Korean
students.

Nearly 2,000 riot police
mounted the raid on student
union offices at Korea and
Yonsei University campuses
alter nearly 50,000 students
clashed with police In the
streets of Seoul Saturday.

The police detained 44 al-
leged dissidents, but they
failed to arrest Kim Jae- Yung,

' m {:}nﬁxrﬁﬂ:d t

Councils (Hanchongnyon), and
Kim Byong-Sam, Chairman of

the Hanchongnyon Fatherland
Unification Committtt on
charges of violating the na-
tfonal security law.

The dissident leaders were
wanted on charges of violating
the draconian security law for
allegedly holding illegal tele-
phone conversations with
North Korean students early
Saturday.

The search and arrest war-
rants were the first issued
against student activists since
President Kim took office in
February as the first civilian
president in three decades.

The demonstrations Satu-
rday turned violent after police
attacked unarmed students
marching through the streets
of Seoul, eyewitnesses said.
Later in the day, thousands of
students, now armed with
steel pipes, battled their way
into the neighbourhood of
former President Roh Tae-Woo
and Chun Doo-Hwan.

But thousands of police in
riot gear backed by armoured
cars firing tear gas blocked the
students from making a
"citizens' arrest” of the two,

hom lﬁey allegf ?rdcr Lthe
C wangju “crae WTI
which leflt 200 dissidents
dead.
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Turkish troops attack Kurdish
hideouts, kill 50 rebels

ANKARA, May 31: AT least
50 Kurdish rebels and three
Turkish soldiers were reported
killed on Sunday in attacks on
guerilla mountain hideouts in
c¢ast and southeast Turkey, re-
poris Reuter.

The security forces have
staged large scale search and
destroy operations against the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
since rebels shot dead 33 sol-
diers and two civillans last
Monday.

"These operations will con-
tinue until we completely up-
root the PKK,” Interior Minister

[smet Sezgin told reporters.
These are their last convulsions
and they will be Hniahcd off
within the law. .

State lrlwubn said the ca-
sualty toll fromn Sunday’s oper-
ations was likely to rise as
troops combed the region.

It said 15 PKK fighters were
killed in the Karacehennem
(black hell) region of Bingol
province. The television showed
food and cooking utensils left in
a wooded valley by guerillas
flecing helicopters and tmnps
firing ficld guns.

In Bitlis province, m:cuﬂty

sources said 25 PKK guerillas
and two soldiers were killed in
running battles after planes and
helicopters struck at the Celtikli
region, where the sources said
800 rebels were believed to be
operating.

Troops killed 10 PKK gueril-
las and captured seven others
in the Tendirek mountains in

the eastern province ol Agri,
provincial governor Ismet Metin
told reporters.

He said one soldier had been
killed in sporadic clashes with
PKK militants.

Sarawvn benunﬂ hnld up a banner readlng Dnrn t h-t th#m luﬂ us’ as thf}* purtmpate n thl'

Miss Sarajevo contest Saturday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Two executed in
China for selling
panda skins

BEIJING, May 31: Two
Chinese farmers were exe-
cuted on Sunday for sclling
skins of the endangered giant
panda, only about 1,000 of
which are still alive in the
wild, official news reports said
today, says Reuter.

The intermediate people's
court in the southern city of
Guanzhou sentenced Deng
Tianshun and Zhu Xiuying to
death for selling three giant
panda skins for huge profits
between April 1988 and May
1989, the official legal daily
said.

"The two criminals were
immediately taken to the exe-
cution grounds and shot,"” the
newspaper said.

In their first and most lu-
crative sale, the pair bought a
panda skin in central Sichuan
province for 3,500 yuan (US
615 dollar).

After shipping it to
Guangzhou, they sold it to a
middleman for 55,000 yuan
(9,660 dollar) who sold it to
“law-breaking clements” in
Hong Kong for 150,000 yuan
(23.600 dollar), the oflicial le-
gal datly said today.

Two other sales through

similar channels brought in
lower profits before the two

were caught delivering their:

final skin at a Guangzhou secal-
carving shop in October, 1989,

The legal dafly said at least
three of the middlemen whe
helped the farmers negotiate
the deals had already been
scnienced, two of them to

prison terms of between 10-14
years.

200 Muslim
militands
held in Egypt

CAIRO, May 31: Egyptian
security forees on Sunday de-
tained nearly 200 Mushm mili-
tants in a bid o avert distur-
bances during Monday's |s!
amic feast of sacrifice, known
as Eid ul-Azha, police report-
ed, says AFP.

They said 170 people were
taken inte custody in the
Mecditerranean port city of
Alexandria on suspicion of be
longing to Musiim “extremist’
groups.

Another 23 suspeets and
individuals whe had been con-
victed in absentia were de
tained in the Al-Warak and
Ir- " mba districis of Catro as

s in Giza

It’s a windy day at Lwe-rpml Cathedral as the Pﬁﬁﬁ and

.......

Princess of Wales receive a salute after the Battle of the Atl-

antic Commemoration service Sunday.

— AFP/UNB phato

Imelda wants to be
mother to the nation

MANILA: Former Philippine First Lady Imelda Marcos has
had enough of politics and wants to be a "mother” to the na-

tion instecad, reports AFP.

Asked in a local television talk show whether she planmed
to run in senatorial elections in 1995, the widow of
dictator Ferdinand Marcos, said: "My natural role first as a
woman is to be a mother. | think | have had enough politics.”

She recalled the prominent role she played during her
husband's 20-year rule, saying: "Once a mother, always a
mother. | have been privileged to mether this country for two
decades and that's what | hope to do: Mother sectors and
groups that need miothering, Murturing and support.” :

She and her husband led to Hawati in 1986 after a pﬂpu.hr
revolt toppled them from power. Her husband died in exile.in
1989 but she was allowed to return to the Philippines in
1991 where she made an unsuccessful bid for the presidency
a year later, being beaten by ex-General Fidel Ramos.

Imelda is facing numerous civil and criminal suits accusing
her and other Marcos allies ol stealing billions of dollars from
government coffers during her husband’s rule. She served as
both governor of the capital and a member of her husband'’s

cabinet.

He ate‘nwre than

10,000 live snakes

BEIJING: A Chinese farmer has stunned his village by eat-
ing more than 10,000 live snakes, a newspaper reported, says

Reuter.

Li Hongzhong of Cuizhenbao village

in the northern

province ol Lianning, now 42, began cating snakes 21 years
ago and reportedly "leecls miserable” if he doesn't eat at least
one every day, according to an edtliﬂn of the Nanjing Daily

scen in Beijing Monday.

"When reporters got to his humt: to interview him, they
saw he was just eating a snake about 60 cm (24 inches) long,”

the newspaper said

“The snake's head was in his mouth and its body was twist-

ing violently.”

"He also eats rice apart from snakes, but very little,” the

Nanjing Dafly said.

“He likes 1o eat cold- blooded creatures.”

"Too much democracy leads
to homosexuality’

KUALA LUMPUR : Too much de

leads to homosex-

uality, moral decay, racial intolerance, economic decline and

single-parent families,

says Malaysian Prime Minister

Mahathir Mohamad, reports Reuter.

"We

... should not be the slave ol democracy,

" Mahathir told

a political gathering in Kuala Lumpur on Saturday, reported in

Sunday's newspapcrs.

He accused western countries of double standards and said
immigrants to these places and those who professed different
religious beliefs were discriminated against.

are controlled in the ghettos, oppressed, nnmtt:d

and even murdered.” he said.

Democracy had become a “religion” in the west and had
led to gross moral decay with widespread drug abuse wnd
homeosexuality and the growth of single parent [amilies. |

Western economies were also suffering because of a lax,

work ethic, he said.

The collapse of the former Soviet Union had been hafled as

a democratic triumph but the reality was

genocide in the

former Yugoslavia and wars and mass killings in former Sowiet

republics.
"fin Malaysia) we acce
extreme as ... unlimited

Menchu urges OAS to help restore democracy in '(ﬁ}uatemala

GUATEMALA CITY, May 31:
Nobel laureate Rigoberta Men-
chu has called on the Orga
nization of American States to
help achieve a negotiated se
ttlement of Guatemala's poli-
tical crisis and restore demo-
cracy, reports AP.

The 1992 peace prize win
ner said late Sunday alter
meeting with a visiting OAS
delegation that opponents of
emergency rule want a "return
o constitutional government
through legal means™

Menchu, flanked by fellow
Quiche Indians in eolorful
highland dress, said she ex-
pected any steps taken by OAS
Secretary -General Joao Baena
Soares o apply international
pressure on the president

could prove influential.
Serrano last Tuesday dis-
solved Congress and the
Supreme Court, partially sus-
End:d the constitution and
gan ruling by decree.
Serrano, 48, has been an
outspoken supporter of
democracy in Central America.
But he accused the high court
and legislature of corruption,
and said he had to act as he
did because the country was
siiding Into ‘anarchy’ afler two
weeks of violent protests over
declining living standards
Haena Soares, who was to fly
to Washingion on Monday, said
his meetings with Serrane,
opposition leaders and others
would provided the basis for a
report to OAS joreign minis-

ters as they consider possible
next sleps.

The OAS chiel also met
with Defense Minister Jose
Garcia Samayoa, who has pro-
fessed allegiance to Serrano by
the Armed Forces a powerful
institution in a country with a
long history of military dicta-
torships. A

Samayoa said aflterward that
it was necessary to “search for
mechanisms that will help us
rapidly clear up the situation
and very quickly return to In
stitutionality”™ — ee simi -
lar comments Sérrane himself
has made.

Serrane announced only
hours after OAS delegates ar-
rived Saturday that he would
call all political parties 0 re

draft a constitution within 90
days, put it to a referendum
and hold clections for a new
legislature.

But the head of the ecoun
try's election tribunal, Arturo
Herbruger, reiteraled Sunday
after talks with Baena Soares
that no election could be
called legally without the tri-
bunal's approval.

"There (s just no way an
election can be legally justified
under the current suspension

of the C and large por
tions of the constflution”,
Her declared.

The College of Lawyers, a
national bar association, sug-
gested Serrano could be (ried
for his action. "The constitu-

tion indicatcs that anyone who
violates the country’s constitu
tionality should be processed”,
said s Iﬂdrr Carlos Reynoso.
The OAS, comprised of
North American, Latin Ame-
rican and Caribbean nations,
could decide to officially con
demn Serrano’'s moves and
issue diplomatic trade or other
sanctions against Guatemala.
The group’s permanent eoun-
cil a has issucd a resohu-
tion calling for immediate
restoration ol democratic rule.
A source close to the OAS,
whe speke on condition of
anonymity, said Bacna Soares

detected a new “sensitivity”™ on

Serrano's part to the poten-
tially damaging effects ol trade

and other sanctions.,

Guatemala, which relies
heavily on tourism and textile
exports to fuel its economy, al-
ready has lost dirs 50 million
in US aid and at least dirs 31

millon from the European
Community — and could see
preferential tarilfs removed.

ilut while Serrano said
Friday that those sanctions
were more “moral” than eco
nomic in nature, the seurce
said the government had
shifted its position.

"Alter our talks here with
the authoritics, we got the
pereeption that they are now
more conscious of the neces:
sity of not creating a breach
with the international com-
munity”, said the source with-
out elaboration.

democracy but we must not be too
m is dangerous,” Mahathir said.

3 bomb disposal
experts hurt
in Bombay

BOMBAY, May 31: Three
Bombay police bomb diaposal
experis were injured when
gunpowder from a bomb they
were trying to defuse caught
fire al a major Bombay railvey,
station today, police said,: re:
ports Reuter

Fhe bomb squad was
alerted alter two bombs were
discovered by employees of the
western railway near a ticket
booking counter at Churchgate
railway station in South
Bombay, police satd.

"Our men were burnt
slightly but there s neo -
lem now,” an officer al the city
iMI-“'I'"{' conirol room said.



