Political storm in UK
over influx of Asians

LONDON, May 30: The
of Britain's wartime
leader Winaston Churchill whi-
pped up a political storm on
Sat with claims that a
'relentless flow' of Asian fmmi-
gration threatened the British
way of life, reports Reuter.

The Conservative politician
and namesake of the wartime
Prime Minister said in a speech
on Friday the doors should be
shut on immigrants from the
indian Subcontinent.

it was one of the most con-
troversial speeches since mav-
erick Conservative Enoch Powell
predicted in 1968 that a blood-
bath would result from mass
immigration. The address
caused a public outery.

Home Secretary (Interfor Mi-
nister] Michael Howard
dismissed Churchill's com-
ments on Saturday. "l condemn
any intervention which could
have the effect of damaging
race relations,” he told British

Broadcasting Co tion radio.
Opposition r MP Keith
Vaz urged Prime Minister John

Major to condemn Churchill's
‘provocative, ill-conceived and
foolish statement.” Black Con-
scrvative MP Niranjan Deva said
he was shocked and dis-
appointed’ by Churchill's com-
menis.

Deva said he admired
Churchill's grandfather who
had 'fought against Nazism so
that the British way of life
could be protected and to do
that he had the support ol
many hundreds of thousands of
indian troops who fought in
both world wars’

In his speech, Churchill said
‘We must call a halt to the re-
lentless flow of immigrants to
this country, from the
Indian Subcontinent.’ He also
claimed northern cities such as
Leeds and Bradford were more
than 80 per cent immigrant.

But the Home Office said
most immigration sto some
years ago and that lewer than
150 people a week arrtved now
in Britain from the Indian
Subcontinent, mostly to join
their families.

Churchill, also speaking to
the BBC on Saturday, dengled
his remarks were inflammatory
or that he had exaggerated the
percen of Muslims living in
the mul'f;fﬂnghnd

Churchill, whose grandfather
led the World War Two battle
against Germany's Adolf Hitler,
poured scorn in his speech on
the vision painted recently by
Prime Minister John Major of
Britain in the future.

‘He promises us that 50
years on from now spinsters will

still be cycling to communion |

on Sunday mornings — more
ltke the Muezzin will be calling
Allah's’ [aithful to the high street
mosque,’ Churchill told a meet-
ing in northern England.
Churchill’'s speech coincided

with a trend towards tighter |

immigration laws in Europe di-
rected against workers and
refugees from the Third World

and Eastern Europe. Germany

decided on Thursday to revoke |

fts liberal asylum laws, leading
to angry scenes between 10,000
demonstrators and police.

Amimmcpt of new DG

BIDS employees to stop
work from tomorrow

By Nurul Kabir

The Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS) is
facing a crisis over the ap-
pointment of its new Director
General (DG).

Researchers and other stall
of the institution, a statutory
body, have decided to stop
work from tomorrow, June 1|,
unless the rnment re-
scinds the nt of Dr
Latifur Reza as the new DG,

All the seminars previously
scheduled by the BIDS for next
month have also been can-
celled.

The appointment of Dr
Latifur Reza, a teacher of the
Economics t of the
Dhaka , was made on
May 22. Planning Minister
Zahiruddin Khan, ex-officio
chairman of the board of
trustees of the BIDS, an-
nounced the appointment fol-
lowing a 'controversial' meet-
ing of the board on that day.

According to the research
institution's charter, a 14-
member board of trustees
comprising representatives
from the Planning, Finance
and Education ministries, the

Bangladesh Bank, the
Un ‘Grants Commission,
the Bangladesh Rural

Development Board (BRDB),
the BIDS and a nominee of the
President is the appointing
authority of the top executive
of the nisation. Almost all
the s members, both re-
searchers and employees, re-
jected the appointment im-
mediately after the announce-
ment was made by the
Minister.

The staff, in a meet-
ing held last Thursday, re-
jected both the eligibility of D
Reza and the manner of his

appointment.

in the mccur:i some to
researchers felt t the lplf
pointment was "a result of bu-
reaucratic interference and co-
terie manipulation of a vested
quarter.”

They alleged that contrary
to conventions, the BIDS rep-
resentatives in the trustee
board was not consulted about
the appointment.

Dr Reza's opponents believe
that the appointment would af-
fect the credibility of the BIDS,
a national-level autonomous re-
scarch organisation with repu-
tation at home and abroad.

"We won't accept Dr Reza, a
man with no proven research
capacity or personnel man-
agement skill, as the top exec-
utive of the BIDS, especially
when eligible candidates like
Abu Abdullah and Wahiduddin
Mahmud were there,” three
influential BIDS economists
sald while talking to this
correspondent Saturday after-
noon. _

Wahiduddin Mahmud is a
professor of the Economics
Department of the Dhaka
University and Abu Abdullah is
the President's nominee in the
trustee board.

Y &, i
requcs anony-
mity, said yesterday that uﬂ,
planned work suspension wo-
uld affect the government's

Development Bank (ADB), Wor-
id Bank (WB), United Nations
Development Programme

(UNDP) and the European
Community (EC) because the
signing of some accords with
these organisations were pen-
ding the completion of a few
BIDS research reports, due in
June.

The resecarchers are now
secking intervention by the
Prime Minister's office to re-
sist,ywhat they described as on
::lmn:lnra.l move to undermine

e
ally famous organisation.”

Meanwhile, Planning Minis-
ter Zahiruddin Khan, while
talking to this correspondent
Saturday night, observed that
the appointment of Dr. Latifur
Rcﬂth t::. pl;rfecﬂy consistent
wi rules provided by the
BIDS charter. o

“The trustee board the ap-
pointing authority and Dr Reza
enjoys the confidence of ma-
jority of the board members,”
the minister said. -

Commenting on the threat
of a work stoppage, the minis-
ter said this would be unbe-
coming for a national-level re-
search organisations.
Meanwhile, Dr Latifur Reza
himsell told this correspon-
dent that he hoped to join his
new office by the second week
of June.

The researchers, in support
of their opposition to the ap-
pointment of Dr. Reza said that
a board meeting held last
January had formed a four-
member committee to select
a name to replace the acting
DG M R Khan.

The committee, comprising
Kamaluddin Chowdhury of the
Planning Commission, Kholi-
quzzaman of the BIDS, Wabhi-
uddin Mahmud and Shamsul
Hoque of the University Grants
Commission, had unanimously
nominated Abu Abdullah as the
next DG. '

Kholiquzzaman told this

. correspondent that the com-

mittee, however, could not
quite place the name before
the board because the meet-
ing was abruptly cancelled by
its chairman, the Planning
Minister only 24 hours before
it was scheduled to meet on
March 3.

Meanwhile, Kamaluddin
Chowdhury, convener of the
committee, retired from ser-
vice and Harun-ur-Rashid, Sec-
retary of the Planning Minis-
try, replaced him. Reportedly,
the Planning Secretary disag-
reed with the nomination of
Abu Abdullah.

Incidentally, former DG
Mahbub Hossain, on the eve of
his departure from the bids,
also proposed the name of Abu
Abdullah for the post. But the
Planning Minister reportedly
ignored the recommendation
and appointed M R Khan as
the acting DG. M R Khan faced
a vote of no-confidence of the

researchers two months ago |

because he reportedly “fatled
to mobilise a single new re-
search contract with the
donors.”

The chairman of the board.
at its meeting May 22, set up a
fresh selection committee to
deliberate for half an hour on
the nomination and, following
the committee’'s failure to
reach a consensus, the Plan-
ning Minister announced the

name of Dr, Latifur Reza as the
new DG,

of the internation- _
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1,50,000 for this sacrificial bull, the

cattle market in the city yesterday. There were no takers.

City cattle markets
look for buyers

By Staff Correspondent
With only two days left for

Eid-ul-Azha, the 17 temporary
cattle markets set up by the

Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
| were yet to do brisk business
yesterday.

Herds of cattle and goats
have been reaching these mar-

. kets from different rural arcas

of the country. Besides, large-
sized cattle [rom India were

| also up for sale in the markets.

Visiting some cattle mar-
kets, this correspondent found
the number of buyers smaller
than expected, although loud-
speakers were being used to
attract A

The. DCC recefved Tk 23.11
lakh for the Nayabazar market
while the bidding was about Tk
20 lakh for each of the other
markets.

Until yesterday the prices
of cattle did not exceed last
year's record. The price of a
small bull varied between Taka
4,000 to Tk 5,000 while a
medium sized one was avail-
able for Tk 7,000.

At the Gabtali market, a
record Tk 1.5 lakh was de-
manded for a big bull.

Sellers expected trading to
pick up Tuesday, the day be-
fore the Eid.

The 17 city markets are lo-
cated at Banani Chairmanbari,
Gabtali, Mohammadpur Saheed

. Park, Kamalapur-Mugdapara,

Jagannath Saha Balurmath,
Azampur Primary School,
Dhupkhola, Shaheed Faruk
Sarak, Jigatola-Hazaribagh,
Dhakeshwari, Nayabazar,
Golapbagh, Kawran Bazar,
Dhanmondi Club Ground,
Dayaganj Truck Stand,
Rahmatganj Sporting Club
Maidan, and the Postagola
Cremation ground.

Dhaka City Corporation has
not permitted setting up of any
cattle markets at Fulbaria and
Dholaikhal area — two tradi-
tional sites — this year, in view
of the heavy traffic jams these
markets create.

Body of young

woman found
By Staff Correspondent

A young woman was rapcd
and strangled at Luxmi Bazar
in the city early Sunday.

Sutrapur police recovered
the body of the victim from a
drain at Nandalal Dutta Lane
and arrested one person for al-
leged involvement in the
crime, said police.

The woman, aged nearly 30,
could not be identificd imme-
diately. Police sent her body to

the Mitford Hospital morguc
for autopsy.
A student of BA of Sheikh

Borhanuddin College, Rezaul

Karim Raju, arrested by po-

lice, was sent to the Dhaka
-ntral Jail Sunday.

auzan power plant

From Page 1 Col 7
keeping in mind that China
produces over 1.5 lakh mw of
power for its own consumption
and tl]:;:rtfur: had the neces-
sary skill and ability to uce
reliable tcchnnlug,? e :

A quick signing of a turnkey
contract with China would ale
save a mobilisalion cost by a
handsome amount, the ECNEC
felt.

"As the Chinese builders arc
already in Rauzan, and since
the necessary equipment is
also there, an early start to the
second phase would minimise
costs,” the sources explained,

The ECNEC also observed
that the demand of power in
the country was steadily in-
creasing and more power
plants were necded.

PDB sources, however, said
that implementation works for
the second phase at Rauzan
would not begin before 1995.

Meanwhile, a PDDB press re-
lease Saturday said that the
Rauzan plant, already in trial
run, is supplying 171 -mw
power to the national grid.

The PDB hopes that the
plant would begin commercial
operation anytime next
month.

The oflicial operation of the
first phase of the plant, would
enable the PDB to produce
1850-mw of electricity, slight-
ly more than the present

demand.
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poverty

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday ap-
pealed to the people to join her
party’s movement for a poverty-
iree Bangladesh by ensuring the
basic needs of the commonman,
reports UNB.

“We want to offer a ray of
hope to the frustrated people ...
We want to alleviate their mis-
ery, meet their mintmum re-
quirement,” she told a meeting
welcoming some 500 workers of
Jatiya Party who joined the
Awamni .

Hasina said the Awami
League has initiated pragmatic
planning to combat the scourge
ol poverty and make the nation
sclf-reliant, as dreamt by

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.
Criticising the rule of the

| past 17 years, the Leader of the

Opposition said that the post-
75 regimes, which grabbed
power with lofty slogans, had
[ailed to bring about any
meaningful changes in the
condition of the masses.

Corruption, favouritism,
politicisation and misappropri-
ation of foretgn aid had not only
destroyed the national economy
but also aggravated the people's
sufferings, she said.

Hasina said the present BNP
government had also failed to
give any guidelines to salvage
the economy from stagnation as
well as to resolve problems at
domestic and international lev-
els.

Recalling the ‘cheap slogans
and tall assurances' by the
ruling party before the last
Parliament Election, the Awami
League chief said the present
reality is that people are to buy
a hilsa fish in exc of two

maunds of paddy.

Join movement against
: Hasina

She also referred to the un-
bridied price-hike of essentials,
deprivation of the farmers of
just prices for their produce and
termination of workers and
employees by the government.

Hasina recalled that once the
BNP government of President
Justice Abdus Sattar had dis-
missed his cabinet on charges
of corruption against some
ministers,

The ministers of the present
government are also indulging
in corruption and abuse of
power to make their own for-
tune, leaving the people unfed
and unemployed,’ she alleged.

Retfterating the Awami
League s new economic pro-
grammes, Hasina said fresh
conspiracies were being
hatched against her party by
different agencies «in their bid
to thwart its struggle for the
wellare of the people.

Welcoming the newcomers to
her party, she asked the old
and the new members to work
together for revitalising the

party for the cause of the
downtrodden.

Presided over by Dhaka City
Awami League President
Mohammad Hanif, the mceting
was also addressed by Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury, MP, Zillur
ikahman, Mofazzal Hossain
~huwdury Maya and Tipu
Munshi. )

Awami League sources said
more than 500 workers of the
Dhaka City Jatiya Party, led by
fts Labour Secretary and former
ward commissioner Wakiluddin,
expressed their confidence in
the leadership of Sheikh
Hasina and formally joined the
Awami League at its central of-
fice yesterday.

Clinton greets
Muslims on Eid

President Bill Clinton of the
United States yesterday said
that his country would con-
tinue to work closely with the
Islamic world to advance the
goals of peace, stability and
social justice, reports BSS.

In an Eid-ul-Azha message,
released by the United States
Information Service in Dhaka,
President Clinton congratu-
lated the Muslim Americans as
well as Muslims all over the
world on this holy occasion.

“The Eid serves as a re-
minder of the shared religious
roots that millions of Chris-
tians and Jewish Americans
share with the Muslim world —
roots that reach back to the
prophet Abraham,” said
President Clinton. He also
pointed out that the Islamic
scholars and thinkers had
contributed greatly to the
advancement of world
civilisation, as they do today.

The US President also
stated that the people of his

country and those ol the
Muslim lands share aspirations
which provide a [irm founda-
tion for future cooperation,
understanding and respect.

Five killed
in mishaps
By DMCH Correspondent

Five persons were killed in
scparate mishaps in the city
and its suburbs Sunday.

Paresh Chandra Hawlader,;
40, a construction worker, fell
from the roof of a building in
Bangshal at 8,30 am. He was
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where the
doctors on duty declared him
dead. |

At Baridhara, Gulshan, a
truck employee slipped from
the moving vehicle and died
on his arrival at the DMCH at
around 5.30. The viclim was
identified as Main, 25.

Another person died at
North Goran in the evening.
The 35-year-old electrician,
Mangal, was electrocuted
while fixing faulty circuits.

Road mishaps claimed the
lives of two unidentified per-
sons at Narayanganj and Savar.

A man of 60 was crushed
under the wheels of a bus at
around noon on the Dhaka-
Aricha highway, while at
Rupganj. in Narayangan{ dis-
trict, a young man, in his 30s,
was killed by a specding
minibus.

No-tobacco Day

From Page 1 ol 8

cerned and conscious individ-
uals lo come forward to help
encourage the people in giving
up tobacco-habit to protect
public health and environ-
ment.

“There is no alternative to
abandoning tobacco to prevent
the tobacco-related deadly dis-
cases,” she said in a message
on the occasion.

Awami League president
and Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina called for for-
mulating comprehensive pro-
grammes to ensure public
health by making the no-to-
baeco campaign a success.

In her message on the oc-
casion, Hasina said anti-smok-
ing campaign had assumed the
dimension of a social move-
ment following the worldwide
quit-tobacco movement,

Adhunik, a national cam-
paign against tobacco and

smoking, has taken up an elab-
orate programme to observe
the day.

At 7:30 am on the day,
Adhunik has called for an as-
sembly at its central office at
63 Central Road wherefrom it
will lead a procession that will
parade the city streets.

Al 10:30, Adhunik will hold
a mecting at the National Press
Club with the media to discuss
how to strengthen the national
anti-smoking campaign.

Similar programmes have
been planned by Adhunik's 74
branches across the country.

The United Nations Infor-
mation Centre [UNIC)} and
Dhaka Ahsania Mission will
organise jointly a discussion
meeting at the centre
premises here on the day at 5
prt.

Deputy Leader of House Prof
A 3 M Badruddoza Choudhury

will attend the meeting as
chiel guest,
Editorial on Page 4

|

from Mitford
hospital: 3 held

Police yesterday arrested
three people and recovered
arms and ammunition from a
room at Mitford Hospital, re-
ports UNB.

Acting on a tip-off, Kotwali
police raided a room behind
the emergency department of
the hospital at the early hours
of yesterday and recovered a
pistol, one cut-rifle and six
rounds of ammunition, police
said.
The arrested persons are
Mostafa Zaman, son of an em-
ployee of the hospital, Satfur
Rahman Towfiq and Md Mantu
Mollah.

A case under arms act has
been filed with Kotwali thana

Meanwhile, Mirpur police
Saturday evening arrested a
man and recovered a pistol
from his possession at Gabtali
bus terminal.

Country without

President?

Is the country going without
a President?

The question is being dis-
cussed in political circles as
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas is now on a Hajj pil-
grimage to Saudi Arabia, re-
ports UNB.

"l do not know anything,~™
said Speaker Sheikh Razzak Ali
who, under the Constitution, is
to function as acting President
in the absence of the
President.

Article 54 of the Constitu-
tion provides : Il a vacancy
occurs {n the office of Presi-
dent or if the President is
unable to discharge the func-
tions ol his oflice on account of
absence, iliness or any other
cause the Speaker shall dis-
charge those functions until a
President is elected or until
the President resumes the
lunctions of his office, as the
case may be.

"Actually there was no
communication with me ... nei-
ther the government nor the
President House informed me
anything about it", the Speaker
told UNB when he was
reached in Khulna over tcle-
phone last night.

"It has to be officially com-
municated or notified,” he
said.

President Biswas left Dhaka
for Saud{ Arabia on May 26 and
is expected to return on June
8.

CPB contradicts

news item

By Staff Correspondent

General Secretary of the
Communist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB) Nurul Islam Nahid, in a
statement Sunday, contradicted
a news {tem published in a sec-
tion of newspapers aboul the
source of income and property
of the party.

He termed the news as
“false, fabricated and motivated”
and said this was done to create
confusion among the people
and party activists.

Nahid said when the date of
conference of the party was
shifted twice with a view to
finding out a formula for
upholding unity despite differ-
cnces among party leaders,
such news items would affect
the process. '

He also drew the attention of
responsible quarters and the
people towards this 'unholy
move.'

Pak political crisis
From Page 1 Col 5

National Assembly, but suf-
fered a setback on Saturday
when the Punjab legislature
was dissolved.

The Punjab, where 60 per

cent of Pakistan's 120 million
people live, has always been
Sharif's political powerbase.

Gohar Ayub, National
Assembly Speaker and Sharif
ally, dccused the President of
orchestrating the dissolution of
the provincial assembilies.

"l feel that the dissolution of
two provincial assemblies has
been done with the knowledge
of the President,” he told re-
porters commenting on the dis-
solution of Punjab and North
West Frontier Provincial
assemblies by their respective
FOVErnors.

"Whosocver is spearheading
this is destabilising the system
and treading a dangerous path,”
the Speaker satd, adding "the
political situation in the country
is confusing.”

In Benazir Bhutto's home
province ol Sindh, her left-
leaning Pakistan People's Party
has tabled a no-confidence mo-
tion against the Chiefl Minister
Muzzalar Hussein Shah.

Sharif’s reinstatement
dashed Ms BBhutto's dreams of a
political comeback. The former
prime minister and the first
woman to lead a modern
Muslim country had aligned
hersell with the President, who
33 months earlier had sacked
her government on roughly the
same charges as those he made
against Sharil.

Southwestern Baluchistan
Chief Minister Zulfigar Magsi,
who was elected to the post to-
day by the 43-member assem-
bly, said he would remain neu-
tral in the power struggle.

. and former
. Ahmed Siddiky, Dhaka City
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TOKYO, May 30: Japan and the United States have ag sed
to an all-out effort to stop further dollar declines, the
English-language Japan Times said on Sunday, quoting a
source in international meonectary circles. The source said on
Saturday that monetary authorities in the two countries had
agreed on conceried sales of yen for dollars to prop up the
US currency, according to the newspaper, reports Reuter.

Pak stock market drops

KARACHI., May 30: The Pakistan stock market
Sunday on news two provincial assemblifes had been dis-

solved, apparently rekindling the country's pol

itical crists

corporate source said. The country’'s premier Karachi Stock
Exchange [(KSE) dropped 9.26 points from Thursday's

1,171.25, reports AFP.

‘Materialisation of Zia’s
dream is the best tribute’

The nation can pay tribute
to the memory of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman best
by materialising his dream of a
self-rellant and prosperous

. This was observed
by speakers at a memorial
meeting yesterday mrkn;? the
12th death anniversary of the
leader, reports BSS.

Prime Minister and BNP
chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia was present at the meet-
ing, organised by the BNP cen-
tral committee Sunday after-
noon at the Shilpakala

auditorfum. BNP vice
chairman and Law Minister
Mirza Golam Hafiz presided.

The four-hour-long meeting
was also attended by Deputy
Leader of the Jatlya Sangsad
and BNP vice-chairman
Professor A Q M Badruddoja
Chowdhury, LGRD Minister
and BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukdar,
Communications Minister Oli
Ahmed, Energy Minister Dr
Khondaker Mosharrraf
[lossain, BNP vice-chairman
minister Tanvir

BNP president Meer Shawkat
Ali MP, BNP vice-chairman
Farida Rahman MP, former

chairman of the Public Service
Commission Professor
Eazuddin Ahmed. journalist
Gias Kamal Chowdhury,
Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal pres-
ident Fazlul Huq Mflan, Harls
Chowdhury, Jube Dal leader
Moazzem Hossain, Editor
Dainik Bangla Ahmed Humayun
and Sramik Dal leader Sanwar
All.

Law Minister Mirza Golam
afiz listed the salutary effects
of the programmes imple-
mented by the late President,
saying Zia will be remembered
by each and every Bangladeshi
for years to come as he had
won their hearts by his great
deeds.

“Zia is a spirit and Zia is
the name of an ideoclogy™, the
Law Minister said. He said
Shaheed President Zia he ¥ en-
tablished a well-knit syste.s
coordination between the & -
ministrative, legislative and
the judicial branches of the
state.

Deputy Leader of the House
Professor A Q M Badruddoja
Chowdhury called upon the
party activists to take lessons
[rom the life of the Shaheed
President.

Zia's death anniversary

From Page | Col 7

Begum Zia also inaugurated
a blood donation programme
organised by the Zia Juba
Mancha at the mazar premiscs.

Later, she distributed food
at 22 centres among thousands
of destitute people in [ront of
the party central office and
other places in the city. Begum
Zia also distributed clothes
among poor women in the city.

The destitute were also fed
in all wards and thanas at the
initiative of city BNP.

Among the organisations
which placed wreaths at the
mazar were the BNP, Juba Dal,
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD),
DUCSU, Jatiyatabadi Sramik
Dal, Jatiyatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Sangstha (JASAS),
Zia Parishad, Zia Juba Mancha,
Jatiyatabadi Tanti Dal,
Bangladesh Nationalist Youth
Cooperative Society, Jatiya-
tabadi Mohila Dal, Jatiyatabadi
Swecchasebak Dal, Zia
Sangskritik Sangathan, Zia
Shishu-Kishore Sangathan. Zia
Academy, Jatiyatabadi Garm-
ents Sramik Dal, Zia Youth

Forum, Jatiyatabadi Jele Dal,.

Zia Gobesana Kendra, Janata
Bank Jatiyatabadi Officers
Kalyan Samity, Jatiyatabdi
Gobesana Parishad, Amra Ziar
Uttarsuri and Bhasanti Jatiya
Sangsad.

In the aflternoon, a discus-
sfon meeting was held at the
Shilpakala Academy auditorium
where central leaders of the
BNP spoke on the life, mis-
sion and contributions of Zia.

Besides, a number of minis-
ters addressed a series of dis-
cussion meetings in the city
and elsewhere tn the country.

" Home Minister Abdul Matin

Chowdhury addressed differ-
ent gatherings in Narayanganj
district in observance of the

Jute Minister A S M llannan
Shah distributed food among
the r in different thanas in
the city and addressed a serles

of meetings.

Commerce Minister M K
Anwar addressed a discussion
meeting organised by the Zia
Shishu-Kishore Sangathan in
the city.

Social Welfare and Women's
Affairs Minister Tariqul Islam,
Mayor Mirza Abbas and Strte
Minister for Social We'

Sarwari Rahman addres:
children’s gathering at’
Shishu Academy. '

In Chittagong, the ~fty '
of the BNP and its frir ' g
isations placed wreal..s .t
first mazar of Zia at Rangu:
in the morning. Beside
JASAS began a photo exhi’
tion on the life of Zia
Rahman at the Chittago:
Circuit House premises.

Zia Parishad units at Dhaka,
Rajshahi, Chittagong, Jahan-
girnagar, * Islamic and
Agricultural universities held
discussions yesterday.

The Khulna BNP organised
a discussfon meeting ai
Shaheed lladis Park in the
morning. Meeting over, a huge
mourning procession paraded
the main city streets. Other
front organisations also ob-
scrved the day.

Newspapers Sunday pub-
lished special articles on
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman highlighting his
achievements in various the-
atres of his life including the
l.iberation War and in the
country's politics.

Haj;

From Page 1 Col 7
condemned Riyadh for banning
an anti-US rally by Iranian pil-
grims in Makkah.

Saudi Arabia said on
Saturday it had banned all po-
litical rallies in the holy city to

protect the pilgrims and main-
lain security,

More than 400;00

ple were
killed in July 1987 in clashes

- between Saudi security forces

and Iranian pilgrims, when the
same event turned violent
leading to a break in ties b.
tween Tehran and Riyadh.
State-run Saudi Televisi
meanwhile today gave direc
coverage of the procession «
the white-clad pilgrims to
Mount Arafat, where tempera
tures soared to 40 degree!
Centigrade (104 Fahrenheit)
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