Chess playoff

meet from June 4
Sports Reporter

the recently concluded World
Championship of chess for
Zone Eleven, held in Isfahan,
Iran, will be held at the chess
room of the National Sports
Council from June 4 to 11.

Niaz Murshed of Bangladesh
while Varguese Koshy and
Dibeyundu Barua of India
formed the triumvirate of
champions in the meet, held
in the lranian city as each of
them finished with eight
pofnts from the eleven round
mect

The three players will play
each other twice to decide the
mantlke of the champion who
will go to play inter-zonal meet
scheduled to be held iIn
Switzerland some time in July
this year

Gate receipts of
DMFA Cup

Sports Reporter

Dhaka Metropolis Football
Association (DMFA) earned
gate receipts amounting to
Taka 34,27,255 from the re-
cently concluded DMFA Cup.
Retntroduced after a lapse of
cight years the mect held first
in 1984, was successfully
completed on May 29 with 23
icams taking part in the fray.

Mohammedan Sporting
Club emerged as the champi-
ons beating arch-rivals Abahani
Krira Chakra by the odd goal in
the [tve in a long-drawn-out fi-
ndl to retain the cup they won
jointly with Brothers Union
way back in 1984,

The highest single day's
turn over was realised in the
final of the tournament with
Taka 6.22,925 coming from
the Abahani-Mohammedan
match.

Besides, the 23,200 gallery
tickets and 745 VIP tickets
were also sold on the day.

DMFA will get Taka 50,000
from BTV for its live coverage
of Saturday's final

Meanwhile, DMFA has de-
cided to give cash awards
worth Taka 5,000 to the offi-
¢1als who were engaged in su-
pervision of Saturday's match.
Referee S M Mansoor would
receive Taka 2,000 while two
lincsmen, Muzaffar Hossain
and Mahmudul Huq, and the
4th referee will get Taka 1000

each

Hockey league

resumes June 9

Sports Reporter

The Green Delta First Di-
visicn hockey league will remain
suspended until June B on
account of the holy Eid-ul-Azha.

Abahani Krira Chakra, last
vars runners-up who are atop
1He peints table jointly with
agch-rivals Mohammedans with
1’3 points apiece from six mat-
cties, will face Bachelors Spor-
ting Club on June 9, the date
fixed for the resumption of the
hockey league.

Div II cricket

qualifiers

Sports Reporter

A superb all-round perfor-
mance by Rubel steered Tuhin
Smriti Sangsad to a seven
wicket wvictory over Ankur
Cricketers in the Second
Diviston cricket qualifying tour-
nament at the Dhanmondi
‘Elrjrktl Stadium (West) yester-
ay,

Tuhin Smriti Sangsad asked
Ankur Cricketers to use the
piteh first after winning the
toss.

Ankur Cricketers accumu-
lated 114 for the loss of nine
wickets from their quota of 25
overs with Sohel topscoring
with 26

Subir and Andolon con-
tributed 18 and 15 respectively.

For Tuhin Smriti Sangsad
Rubel was the most successful
bowler claiming two wickets for
only nine runs. Gias and Palash
also rounded up two wickets
each at the cost of 23 and 26
respectively.

Chasing 115 to win Tuhin
Smriti Sangsad, aided by a

nt undefeated 58 from
Rubel.. reached the victory tar-
get losing only three wickets
with five balls to spare.

Ruble's 65-ball innhings fea-
tured seven hits to the fence. He
was followed by Dablu with 18
not out.

For Ankur Cricketers Sohel

{a?aghu g{.g?_lt two wickets giving

\ runs.

In the other engagement of
the day, a fierce spell of bowling
by Mehmud helped Maghbazar
Kishalaya register a four-wicket
victory over Kagozitola Social
Club at the Jagannath Hall
ground of the Dhaka Unfversity.

Sent in to bat first, Kago-
ritola Social Club made 103 in
26.3 overs.

Prodip topscored with 38
while Russel made 21,

Mehmud picked up four
wickets for 16 runs in his three-
over spell while Himel and
Mukul took two wickets each.

In reply, Akram's fine bowl-
ing® went in vain when
Maghbazar reached the target
in 24.1 overs losing six wickets.

For the winners Zilani and
Mukul remained unbeaten on
24 and 1B respectively.

Akram captured four wickets
for 26 runs while Jafru took two
wickets for 24.

England, May 30:
David Boon un-
derlined his repu-
tation as Austra-
| S—1 Ha's most depend-
able batsman In recentl yecars
with his third century in his
fourth first-class tour innings
on Saturday, reports Reuter,

Boon hit 123 and shared a
second -wicket partnership of
214 with opener Michael Slater
(91), driving the Australian s to
323 for three at the close on the
opening day of their three-day
match against Leicestershire.

Tasmanian Beon, who took
108 and 1086 ofl Worcpstershire
and made 27 against Somerset
in his only other first-class in-
nings, faced 227 balls and
struck 19 lours.

Slater's success — he blos-
somed after taking an hour to
score his first six runs — left
the identity of Mark Taylors
opening partner in next weeks
first Ashes Test at Old Traflord
unclear.

Matthew Hayden staked his
claim with burst of runs early

| on the tour and had the oppor-

tunity to secure his place when
he played in all three onec-day
internationals. But he scored
only 29, 19 and four, and
missed another chance here.
Left arm paceman Alan
Mullally, English-born bul
western Australian -raised, had
Hayden caught behind for two

in a lively new ball spell
Boon repaired the damage
handsomely with Slater, who
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DAVID BOON ... 123
emerged from his painstaking
start by hitting Mullally for
three successive fours.

Slater, whose innings of 203
balls contained a six and 10
fours. was in sight of his sec
ond century of the tour when
he fell to a sharp return catch

Vince Wells.
Captain Allan Border (42 not

out) and Steve Waugh, who
hammered an unbeaten 44
from B9 balls with six bound-
aries, shared an unbroken
fourth-wicket stand of 96
against an attack missing unfit
West Indian pace bowler
Winston Benjamin.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the first day
of the three-day match between
Leiwestershire and Australia on
Saturday.

AUSTRALIA: First innings

M Hayden ¢ Nixon b Mullally 2
M Slater ¢ and b Wells 91
D Boon ¢ Parsons b Wells 123
A Border not out 42
S Waugh not out 34
Extras. (b8, |b-3, W-8,
nb-4) 21
Total: (for three wickets) 323
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-218,

3-227

To bat: | Healy, B Julian, M
Hughes, S Warne, T May, C
McDermott.

Bowling: O M R W
Mullally 26 5 65 |
Parsons 2B 6 64 O
Wells 25 7 70 2
Plerson 23 6 B2 O
He rth 5 0 33 ©

CESTERSHIRE: N Dri-
ers, T.Bon, J Whitaker, I". Ro
binson, B Smith P. Hiepworth, V
Wells, P.Nixon, G. Parsons, A
Pierson, A Mullally.

BONN, May 30:
Werder Bremen
set up a nail-
biting German
Bundesliga finale
on Saturday, thu-
mping Hamburg 5-0 to take
over at the top from Bayern
Munich on a goal difference of
one, reports Reuter,

Bayern beat third-from-bot-
tom Bochum 3-1, but now have

. were rewarded with a big

Littbarski hits

headlines

TOKYO, May 30: Big head-
lines hailed German ace Plerre
Littbarski in Japan's Sunday
newspapers for inspiring an
underdog team from an
anonymous Tokyo suburb to
the top of the country's new
professional soccer league, re-
ports Reuters. ;

He scored one goal and
helped set up the other four in
Ichihara Jef United's 5-0
thrashing of Yokohama Mari-
nos, one of the pre-season title

[avourites.
“Ritte effect carries
ichihara ta fourth successive

win,” heatdlined the Asai
Shimbun, using the nickname
Littbarski has been be-
cause his name is rd for
Japanese to pronounce.

“All the goals started from
the feet of Littbarski,™ it said.
“His spirit has suffused and

transformed the team.”
The Nikkan Sports carried

a huge picture of Littbarski's
goal in the 82nd minute when
he curled a free-kick past an
eight-man wall. . "He orches-

trated the victory,” it said.

a goal difference of plus 29 to
Bremen's plus 30 with one
game remaining.

“There's no reason o go into
mourning.” said Bayern's trai-
ner Erich Ribbeck. "Let's just

see how Bremen handle the .

pressure.”
"We took all the risks and
win,”

said Bremen trainer Otto Reh-
hagel, who had a last-minute
goal from Austrian Audreas

llerzog to thank for moving into
first place.

Next week's climax means
the Bundesliga will go down to
the wire for the second year
running — no less than three
clubs had a title chance on the
last day of the 199]-92 season.

Bayern have one trump card
— they have scored nine goals
more than Bremen, potentially
decisive if the teams end level
on points and goal difference,

On paper, Bayern appear to

Bremen take over from Bayern

have the easfer final match,
away to 10th- Schalke.

Bremen, strength is at
home where they have only
dropped three points all season,
travel to seventh-placed VFB
Stuttgart, the reigning champi-
ons.

Bremen have bad memories
of Stuttgart, who beat them on
the last day of the 1985-86 sea-
son to de them of the title,

The Northerners struggled
initially against local rivals
itamburg, and needed 34 min-
utes to take control with
Herzog's first goal. Two goals
from New Zealander Wynton
Rufer, one from Stefan Kohn
and Herzog's last-minute effort

wrapped things up.

Bayern, who trip up
badly at home last week, losing
4-2 to Karlsruhe, regained their
nerve against lowly Bochum.

dominated with goals
from Mehmet School, national
skipper Lothar Matthaeus and
defender Christian Ziege, cele-
brating his first call-up to the
national squad for the World
Cup warm-up tournament in
the United States.

But they may live to regret
not making more of a 3-0 hall-
time lead, and conceding a 73rd
minute tonsolation goal to lowly
Bochum.

Eintracht Frankfurt ensured
they would join Dortmund in
the UEFA Cup next season,
with a 3-0 victory over Kaise-
rslautern.

At the bottom, Saarbruecken
and Bayer Uerdingen con-
demned themselves to relega-
tion with a 1-4 home defeat to
Stuttga
Dynamo Dresden respectively.

rt and a 1-1 draw at |

e Sport
Boon asserts his reliability

A

| Aussies squecze
past Kiwis

AUCKLAND, New Zealand,
May 30: Striker Graham
Arnolds goal in the 59th minute
Sunday gave Australia a 1-0
win over New Zealand in the
first Oceania Group World Cup

qualifying match, reports AP.

The second match will be
played next Sunday in Mcl
bourne, Australia

The winner of the series play
Canada in the next round of
qualifying for the 1994 World
Cup in the United States.

| could see Carl Veart had
the ball and wok a gamble he
would cross wide, said Arnold.
It came in at the far side of the
goal leaving me with an casy
shot. Amold scored his previous
goal for Australia four years
ago. It was the first World Cup
win in Auckland over New
Zealand in six matches, and
Australlan coach Eddie Tho-
mson promised the Australians
would be [ar better for the
return leg

The match provided drama
for both sides including a dis-
puted goal and a high number

of stoppages — 55 — f[rom
Swedish referee Bo Karlasson.

Australia lost Frank Farina
through injury in the first half
and New Zealand had striker
Fred de Jong sent off in the
second half.

In addition, New Zecaland ex-
pects to lose striker Billy Wright
for the Melbourme match be-
cause of two yellow cards in in-
ternationals.

Thomson started with Farina
and Armold as strikers but did
nol anticipate a disorganised
defence as the Australians
floundered against the wind at
Nt. Smart Stadium and a de-
termined New Zealand,

De Jong was the first to
shoot for goal when he slotted a
Cert Evans pass just wide of the
posts in the opening minutes
while Arnold missed with
aheader a few minutes later,

Unruly fans go

on a rampage

WARSAW, Poland, May 30:
Police say one man was killed
and more than a dozen per-
sons injured in violence re-
lated to Saturday's Poland-
England World Cup soccer
qualifier in the southern city of
Chorzow, reports AP.

A Polish fan died from loss
of blood after being stabbed
with a knife in a brawl with a
fellow Poland supporter. The
incident occurred hours before
kickofl on a tram going to the
stadium, according to Pawl
Bacia, a local police officer on
duty.

The nationalities and condi-
tions ol those injured were not
immediately known. They
were hurt in street fights
Saturday afternoon and night.

Windows were broken dur-
ing a short stone-fight in front
of the
the British fans were staying.

During the match, that
ended in a 1-1 tie, police in
riot gear had to remove mis-
behaving Polish fans who were

1h'rmw'1ng sticks at each other.

Katowice hotel, where

1993

A WIMBLEDONESQUE SIGHT: It rarely rains at Roland Garros but spectators were resorted
to umbrellas when steady drizzle disrupted yesterday's proceedings of the French Open twice.

— Star TV photo

Wright sparés England blush

CHORZOW, Po-
land, May 30: lan
Wright scored his
first goal in Eng-
land colors seven
minutes from ti-

75.‘\

-7

me Saturday to force a -1

World Cup tie with Poland
from a game his team should
have lost, reports AP.

Darfusz Adamczyk fired Po-
land ahead in the 34th minute
but co-striker Marek Lesniak
missed two easier chances as
England's defence was caught
out by swift Polish counter
attacks.

The balanced score cost
both teams a point and gave
them no promotion in their
group. England remain second
with 9 points for and 2 against,
P'oland keep their fourth posi-
tion with 8-1 result.

In the 34th minute Ada-
meczuk opened the score when
he out Sampdoria defe-
nder Des Walker and lobbed
the ball over the head of
England goalee Chris Woods.

Wright, who replaced
Cariton Palmer in the 70th
minute, equalized in the 83rd
minute with a first time shot

[rom a centre by Australian- -

born left back Tony Dorigo.

He hit strong and fast at
Poland's goalee Jaroslaw Bako,
who half blocked the shot but
could not stop of going in.

Wright had not scored in
ces for

eight previous appearan

1 England although he top

scored in the English Premier
League last season with 30
goals for two-time cup winner
Arsenal.

A few minutes earlier pure
chance prevented Wright from
scoring, when Bako let one of
his powerful shots slip out of
his hands, but then caught it

| right before the goal line.

Dako saved a number of
close-up shots and penalty
kicks, some by s most
creative player Paul Gascoigne.

Poland's coach Andrzej
Strejlau, visfbly dissatisfied,
said after the game he had to
accept the result of the
"dramatic play.”

“We made one mistake that
ended In a loss of a goal,”" he
said.

The uneven but riveting

SR

game in this southern
accompanied by trouble from a
few hundred among Poland's
supporters who were seen
throwing sticks at each other.

city was

Police in riot gear intervened

during both halves and re-
The game was not

and both teams received he-

arty support from some 55,000

fans, including some 4,000

English fans, who were not
involved in the violence.

England’s miseries continue : A review on Texaco series

by A M Chowdhury

4]
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England were li-
terally given a
'whitewash'’ by th-
eir oldest rivals
Australia, who li-
. fted the Texaco
Trophy 3-0 with an awful ease.
After their 'Asian Brown Wash
England must be having a
‘besmeared’ feeling and it will
take them quite some time to
wipe off the 'colours’ and be
their own self. The English-
men completely capitulated
and could drive very little
consolation from the just
concluded three-match series
of one-dayers, Their confi-
dence must have reached its
lowest ebb. Limitations of their
cricketing prowess have. been
exposed and it will not be easy
to make an upward push in the
near future in  order to

breathe and survive. Border &
Co cannot be expected to let

up the pressure in the forth-
coming series of six Tests.
This is what one could very
well read from the three
Texaco Trophy matches.

The weakness of E nd's
bowling was absolutely appar-
ent. In the second match at
Edgbaston, their bowlers could
not defend a:total of 277 and
once Mark Waugh and Allan
Border consolidated their
domination after initial setback
(3 for 95), they simply did not
have any answer. Australia
raced to 280 for 4 with 9 balls
to spare. In the first match at
Old Trafford, on a good batting
wicket, Australia amassed 258
for 9, which their bowlers suc-
cessfully defended: England
fell short by 4 runs. Finally, at
Lord’'s, Australia accumulated
230 for 5 on a wicket which
had some early life and, with
11 balls to spare, bowled
England out for 211, though at
one stage they were 96 for no
loss.

Among the English bowlers
Andrew Caddick's performan-
ce was impressive, He im-

proved with every malch: one
for 50, none for 43 and three
for 39 clearly show his gradual
progress. Even though, at the
moment, he is not hall as good
as Sir Richard Hadlee, whose
clone he is branded to be, he
proved himsell to be highly
promising and there is very lit-
tle doubt that he is going to be
a recognisable force in' the
coming encounters.

But the rest of the attack
looked fairly ordinary. Derek
Pringle has outlived his utility.
He even failed to do his con-
tainment job in the second

e

ALLAN BORDER

malch [0 for 63) and was
rightly dropped in the third.
Paul Jarvis (2 for 157) could
hardly pose any se¢rious prob-

" lem for the Aussic batsmen.

Chris Lewis (3 for 54 and 2 for
61) was ecffective but not
threatening and it was to
England's disadvantage that he
did not play in the last match
due to injury.

Richard Illingworth, the
only wvariation in the all
medium pace attack, bowled
well at Old Trafford (3 for 54)
and why he was dropped in
the next match only the wise
English selectors could possi-
bly explain. He was brought
back at Lord's and took | for
46, not too bad under the cir-
cumstances. Dominic Cork,

included in the second match
in place of Illingworth, could
only return O for 57, though
his figures at Lord's {0 for 24
in 9 overs) were impressive.
lHle was not allowed his full
quota for reasons best known
to Graham Gooch. Dermott
Reeve, brought in at Lord’s 1o
replace injured Chris Lewis,
could hardly make any differ-
ence.

One may legitimately ask:
Where are the bowlers who
could dismiss Australia twice
in a Test match to earn a vic-
tory for them? The introduc-
tion of Devon Malcolm may add
some pace to the attack, but
he could hardly be a match-
winner. Inclusion of Phil
Tufnell or lan Salisbury may
augment their spin depart-
ment, but could hardly become
decisive. Of course, 'horses for
courses' policy may bring some
success in varying English

conditions, as Neil Mallender
did the trick at Headingly last

summer against Pakistan.

. England's batting did enjoy
short tenures of prosperity in
the three matches, but its in-
consist was obvious. Grae-
me Hick started well with 85
off 102 balls at Old Trafford,
but withered away in the next
two (2&7). Robin Smith played
a thundering innings of 167
n.o. (off only 163 balls] at
Edgbaston, but in the other
two (9&6) could not stay long
enough. Alec Steyart did not
prosper in the first two
matches [22&0), but at Lord's
looked like paying the match-
winning innings of 74 and his
sweetly timed strokes were
real treat to eyes. Neil Fair-
brother, reputed to be a [ine
one-day player, scored 59, 23

" and 18, looked like launching

on, but fajled to bring each of
his innings to fruition. He was
out playing indiscreet shots.
Graham Thorpe (31, 36&22)
looked an impressive prospect
for Engle

But Graham Gooch was
England's main batting eni-
gma; his footwork was sluggish
and he struggled in all the
three innings. His 42 at Lord’s,
after 4 and 17 in the earlier
two, demonstrated his fighting
spirit, but could hardly erase

the question mark on his
utility in the team as a bats-

man, of course, in his current
form. England's fielding, once
a very strong point of their
cricketing prowess, to say the
least, was pathetic, With a

number of players having bad

arms their throwing was not at
all sharp, their backing up and
catching were poor. Graham
Thorpe, otherwise very good,
missed two chances in the
Lord's ntatch off the bowling of
Dermott Reeve. There were
lapses by other players too.
Graham Gooch's captaincy
left a lot to be desired. He did
not appear assertive and the
ageing out-of-form veteran,
having a long run of failures,
did not look like inspiring his
team. He was doing his job
more on a worked out routine
rather than showing any inge-
nious acumen. Right from the
beginning he was on the de-
fensive. Putting Australia in at
Old Jrafford under cloud
cover, he dispensed with the
slip after couple of overs and
saw at least two chances
travelling sale to the third
man.
Having to defend 277 at
Edgbaston he hardly went on
the offensive and chose con-
tainment as the cardinal point
of his policy. When Mark
Waugh and Allan Border were
going on fluently in a highly
professional way chasing the

fairly big total of 277, Graham *

Gooch was at his worst. Under
pressure his handling of the
bowling was rather routine
than imaginative. He was gMn?
his medium pacers turns o
two overs cach without any

plan and stralegy. iiis thinking

faculty was as sluggish as his
footwork.

It was Robin Smith's sheer
bad luck that he was on the
loosing side even though he
played the most glorious in-
nings in the three-match
series, In India last winter,
Graham Gooch displayed simi-
lar lack of imagination and
could not defend totals of 256
(in 50 overs) and 265 (in 48
overs) in the last two maitches
which allowed India to level
the one-day series,

Quite in contrast to the
English side of the story,

Australia deserved the 3-0
victory, having excelled in all
the departments of the game.
Their betting had fewer points
of weakness and their success-
ful chase of the big total of 277
and their compilation of 258
and 230 showed their profes-
sional approach and consis-
tency. Mark Taylor's 79 and
Mark Waugh's 56 at Ol
Tralford, Mark Waugh's 113
and Allan Border's undefeated
86 at Edgbaston, and Mark
Taylor's 57, David Boon's 73
and Damien Martyn's unbeaten
51 at Lord's laid the foundation
of their victories. Damien
Martyn's knock at Lord's was
highly impressive and it will
surely make him a strong con-
tender for a Test bérth,

Among the Australian
bowlers Craig McDermott was
highly consistent and bowled
with great control and venom.
His figures of seven for 102 at
14.57 apiece put up a clear
signal about the things to come
in the forthcoming Tests. Allan
Border got good support from
Merv Hughes, Tim May and
Steve Waugh, the last was the
usual threat towards the clos-
ing stages of each England in-
nings. Bendon Julian, once he
got over the debut-nervousness
(he was hit for 27 in his initial
three overs), bowled well to
end with three for 50 conced-
ing 23 in his last eight overs.
l{e looks to be a good prospect
for Australia in the Tests with
the natural left-hander's away
swingers. :

Australian fielding was su-
perb. They brought off a few
near-impossible catches to
turn the tide in their favour.
One may recall Mathew Hay-
den's brillilant catch which

dismissed Paul Jarvis at Lord's.
Their fast, flat and accurate
throws kept the English bats-
men always under pressure.

Above all, Allan Border was
more positive in his approach.
Experienced as he is, he never
wavered under pressure. His
positive approach could be
seen in his field placements;
he was seen putting two slips,
a gully and a forward short leg,
even in the middle of an in-
nings, in order to put addi-
tional pressure on the new
batsmen.

On the whole, Australia out-
played England in the one-day
series and England's miseries,
which started last December,
continue to linger with them
and when the thrashing is
from their old rivals the
wounds go very deep into their
hearts. As England go into the,
battle for the Ashes things are
not looking that bright for
them.

Poland should have gone
ahcad in the first minute when
striker Marek Lesniak, undis-
turbed by the English defend-
ers, made a solo raid from the
centre of the field on Woods'
goal, but missed the right po#t
by inches

The samc striker missed
another chance carly In the
second half after a blunder by
Woods, who miskicked a clear
ance straight to him.

The tempo of the game
slumped, with each team try
ing to sound out the other's
tactics. It gained sudden mo-
mentum towards the end of
first hall after the goal for
Poland. The second hall was
lively, although chaotic at ti-
mes, with England Aghting lor
a scoring opportunity and
finally getting it

Gascoigne wore a [ace pro-
tector to shield a check bone
broken in the match against
Holland.

About 1,000 policemen
were dispatchfd acorss the
city to prevent fan misbe-
haviour after the match. Polish
television reported stone at-
tacks on Saturday on hotel
where the British fans were
staying.

In their next World Cup
matches England are playing
against Group 2 leaders Nor-
way Iin Oslo on Wednesday,
while Poland will face England
and Norway in September.

LINEUPS

POLAND: Jaroslaw Bako,
Piotr Czachowski, Roman Sz-
ewczyk, Marek Kozminski,
Andrzej Lesiak, Jerzy Brzeczek
(Marcin Jalocha, 82), Piotr
Swierczewski, Dariusz Ada-
mczuk, Jan Furtok, Roman
Kosecki, Marck Lesniak
(Kazimierz Wegrzy, 71).

ENGLAND : Chris Woods,
David Bardsley, Tony Dorigo,
Carlton Palmer (lan Wright,
70), Des Walker, Tony Adams,
David Platt, Paul Gascoigne
[ngcl Clugh, 82), Paul Inece,
Teddy Sheringham, John
Barnes.

Booked : Ince, Czachowski,
Kozminski, Bako.

Referee g Serge
Muhmenthaeler, Switzerland.

Ryan Giggs tops
L] .r L]
Tapie's list

MARSEILLE, May 30:
European Champions Cup win-
ners Olympique Marseille look
set to swoop for Manchester
United boy-wonder Ryan Giggs,
reports AFP.

Marseille, who clinched a
record fifth consecutive French
title by beating second-place
Paris St German 3-1 here on
Saturday, are ready to splash
out to stay at the top.

And president Bernard
Tapie, a known admirer of the
20-year-old Welsh international,
has hinted that Giggs is top of
his shopping list for next sea-
son.

"We will buy four new, high-
calibre players for next season,
one to partner Alen Boksic up
front and another to replace,
Sauzee in midfield,” said Tapie
after Saturday's triumph.

“The midfielder is a foreign

player, aged 20 and being billed
as the future Platini but | can't
reveal his name because noth-
ing has yet been sorted out.,”
added the Frenchman, mysteri-
ously.
., Giggs was a key figure in
Manchester United's first
league championship triumph
for 26 years and would be a
perfect replacement for inspira-
tional international midfielder
Sauzee, who is set to join Italian
club Atalanta.

Tapie is determined to con-
solidate his sides success after
they defeated AC Milan 1-0 in
Munich to clinch the first title
won by a French club in Europe
and he is expected to act fast to
replace any star names who
head for the exit.

He added: "Our prime objec-
tive will be to retain the

European Champions Cup.”




