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An Unjust Society

About 52 thousand cases are lying pending
with the High Court. The r:ar 1990 opened with
about 35 thousand of such cases. In three years
the re has travelled much to the present in-

and extremely untenable position. Surely

this s no way to democracy. The way the |udi-

ctary has been made to be so hupcl:ul} stuck up

amounts to making the society unfit for democ-
from within and for a long time.

3 democracy be man's most elevated state of
collective being by enshrining the rights of the
individuals and ensuring equality between them —
this springs from a sense of justice. With justice
ta such a beal as is being meted out In
Ba desh — ‘litigation in the country's courlts
can take 10, 15 or even 20 years before a case is
finally heard, judgement is obtained, appeals are
exhausted and execution is finally levied” —
democracy stands little chance of gaining any

und in the life and practices of this society.

Of the three pillars of democracy the executive
or the administration is by tradition and political
compulsion and for sheer aggrandisement by the
bureaucrats is anti-democratic and would con-
tinue for long to be so. Our political endeavours
towards democracy are filled for the most part
with pretences. And power being wielded without
recourse to participation of the ater number
mauls democracy into a picture of horror. Ours is
as such a one-legged journey towards democracy
and the only leg working again is about-faced.

The point is why this should be so. Although
the question of justice has a direct and weighty
bearing on the quality of a society, the mecha-
nism of dispensation of the same is in no way as
complex as the organism called the soliety. We
need perhaps double the number of judges at the
High Court level than we have at present — 31.
W%u is preventing us from having that? Surely the
government, either as a matter of policy or of
politics, doesn't have anything against that?

Lack of enough courl rooms to do away with
the mountain of a backlog and keep pace with the
new cases racing in? Surely, the government
hasn't suddenly gone completely broke so much
so as not to be able to build about a hundred
rooms during the remainder of the year.

There are two other big things that must be
done before we can cope with the problem mean-
ingfully. Together with bolstering the number of
High gnurt judges we must have a proportional
increase in the strength of judiciary as a whole
and its altendln%phalanx of workers. If the govern-
ment decides that the situation cannot anymore
be parried and must be engaged as a matter of
national urgency — even such a large-scale
augmentation should pose no problem for the
state of Bangladesh. Would the bill be more daunt-

than say, that of raising a hefty force of new
lEel;oﬁln:tzrruc:rl What will the policemen do if courts
are not there to vet them and direct them?

The other big thing begging for long for action
may help ease the problem in a big way. There
must be a thorough re-examination of the legal

rocedure resulting in reforms aimed at shorten-
both number le and 1 of time re-
to reach justice to the greatest number.

But we can be sure that this is not going to ma-
terialise too soon. Even a casual glance over the
performances of successive governments ever
since the British quit the subcontinent would
clearly show the consistency of the niggardly
manner with which the ?xe}::uthre has tn:attdfth:

. The aspects ol the stale's power ol C
J‘?&Eﬁagnws 1lIl.urE*lu' mittingly wit ablg injections u?
money and manpower into the military, paramili-
tary and police organistions. With it grows the
strength of government's administrative person-
nel which is indicative of more control of the so-
ciety. But the one thing that can justify those in-
creasing loss of liberty — justice and the rule of
law— continues to be a lost cause. Bangladesh is
headed inexorably for an unjust society, if it has
already not become one. And even a short tenure
of triumph of the irrational and the socially un-
healthful can harm the temper of the society be-
yond remedy of a century of constant striving.

L -
War against Smoking
Of late anti-smoking campaign has gained some
round, no doubt about that. But the outsize dou-

le-standard too is no less prominent to distract
and even frustrate those who consider the habit a

curse for human civilization. Specially in coun-

tries like Bangladesh where smoking— in sharp
contrast to the declining trend as recorded in
the developed countries— is actually rising, the
observance of the No Tobacco Day reveals both
the inherent weakness of the message, its pro-
motion and reception by the target people and
therefore, more significantly, the neecr for a con-
sistent campaign against smoking.

However, if the anti-smoking drive is some-
what marred by the ambivalence in the individual
character, social moves and government policy,
there are sincere people who have devoted them-
selves to the cause of eliminating the acquired
curse through imitation. Happily, their number
too is growing— no matter if their ability to estab-
lish a tobacco-free society as yet is very limited.
The most important task is to address the prob-
lem of attitudinal change. This is possible only
when people become reasonably conscious of their
health. But precious little is done to educate penle:
about the ways of maintaining a sound body.

The various debilitating effects and more seri-
ous es wrought by smoking are now clini-
cally proved and the ideal situation would have
been for all people to Eive up inhaling the poi-
sonous smoke. But it has been centuries since
this bad old habit is with human society. At a time
when the world has become so small— speakin
tnnhat;rms of u;{lnnnatinn txplnsiun—kithe task cﬁ

a world opinion against smoking may not
aftert;ﬁbc as impossible as it looks. Whﬁt is iuw-
ever the need of the time is to arrive at a collec-
tive decision on the production of and trade with
the questionable commodity. _

Here exactly lies the crux of the problem.
Business lobbies in league with political ones
overfurn the well-meaning legislative measures
aimed at curbln% the promotion of cigarettes and
bidis. As long as the manufacturers of this harmful
product are allowed to enjoy advertising and
sponsorship rights for radio commercials and
sports tournaments, the much-expected deter-
rence against smoking may never come into efy
fect. This year's theme, "Health Services: Our
Window to a Tobacco-free World” is a pointer to
the effort that must be organised to fight the
curse of smoking in an atmosphere of under-

standing and openness. Let the message be re-
ceived by all concerned.

T HE pace and level of co.
mmercial bank lending
to the small and cottage
industries sector seem to have
cmerged as a major arca of
concern in the formulation of
economic policy objectives
Small and cottage industries,
using indigenous raw material
and know-how, provide scope
for sell-employment. Such
indusiries offer higher oppor-
tunities for job creation in
relation to the capital invested.
Small enterprises can also
spearhead growth of rural
economy.

Ability of small enterprises to
foster growth and create jobs is
acknowledged in industrial
countries also. It is not surpris-
ing, therefore, that the new US
administration's economic
stimulus package includes a
component to encourage small
entrepreneurs. Faster economic
growth comes on the top of a
developing country’s policy pri-
orities. Promotion of small and
cottage industries has, thus,
come to be identified as a major
policy instrument in this coun-
try lor attaining the goal of
faster economic growth.

Government wanted banks

to come forward with funds to

promote the desired investment
in small and cottage industries
scctor. Bank's response was
lukewarm. Not that banks were
strapped for fundy to lend —
they just were none too keen Lo
expand their lending to this sec-
tor, It took a lot of prodding
from the ¢rvernment and the
central bann. 7 “~tually, the
central bank openea « new line
of long-term credit for the
banks to persuade them to lend
to this priority sector. We know
that, since then, there has been
a fairly substantial expansion in
bank credit to the small and
cottage Industries sector,
starting second half of 1992. In
this context, it should be noted
that as at the end of 1991, in-
dystry accounted for nearly 38
per cent of the total outstanding
bank advances in the country
— both on account of term
loans and working capital fi-
nancing. Trade financing consti-
tuted about 32 per cent of the
total. Other sectors, such as
agriculture (nearly 17 per cent)
[isheries; construction and
housing (about 5 per cent)
transport and communications
(about 1.5 per cent) energy, wa-
ter and sanitary service, storage
and other miscellaneous eco-

Banks should Help Small Industries,
with New Loan Scheme

nomic activities accounted for
the rest of the total ou

bank advances as at the end
199 1.

Tilt in Favour of Large
Industries

What is important for the
present purpose is the fact that
although industrial sector as a
whole took up nearly 38 per
cent of total bank financing, the
share of small and cottage In-
dustries claimed only about 2.5
per cent of the total. These
numbers serve to fllustrate the
tit in favour of large and
medium scale industrics in
bank financing in the industrial
sector. The spurt in lending,
beginning mid-1992, to small
scale and cottage industries,
may have tmproved the access
of smaller enterprises lo bank
finance to some cxtent
However, 1t has to be kept in
mind that most ol these new
bank lendings to small scale
and cottage industries came
from the funds provided by the
central bank under the ncw
long-term credit line at rela-
tively cheap rates, given a
regime of steadily falling bank
rate. In other words, it remains
to be seen if the tmproved ac-
cess to bank finance secured by
smaller industrial firms, will be
sustained.

Bank everywhere have one
thing in common - they are rc-
luctant to lend to small bor-
rowers. For instance, a recent
report of the UK Ombudsman
for banking comments on the
difficulties faced by small en-
terprises in securing ready ac-
cess to commercial bank (inanc
ing. As mentioned earlier, in the
USA too, special measures have
to be adopted at times to ensure
smaller firms of ready access (o
finance.

Reasonis why banks in this
country are not keen on financ-
ing small scale manufacturing
activities are complex.
Entrepreneurs seeking Lo
establish new small ventures
are relatively unknown. They
also have less political influ-
ence. Banks can, therelore,
safcly ignore their clamour lor
funds. Even existing small en-
\erprises seldom maintain regu-

Emerging US

In a recent article, Prolessor
Rehman Sobhan comments on
the unfolding drama concerning
US opposition to a capital in-
crease for the Asian Develop-
ment Bank [(ADB]. In so doing,
he tries to explain the rationale
behind this policy, its consequ-
cnces and possible solutions.

As someone who has re-
cently spend three years in
Washington, DC lobbying the
US government and the World
Bank on development policy, |
would like to respond to and
elaborate on Professor Sobhan's
analysis. | do so not so much to
disagree with him, as | funda-
mentally share his views, nor to
defend the United States gov-
ernment, with which | have dis-
agreed on may occasions;
rather, | hope to provide a sub-
tler understanding of the varied
forces which have been shaping
US development policy for the
past several years and those
likely to do so in the foreseeable
future.

To review, the Asian Deve-
lopment Bank, based in Manila,
is secking a capital increase
which, if granted by its
shareholders, would allow it to
vastly expand its lending to
member states. The US as a
major shareholder, is not only
refusing to provide the neces-
sary resources for the capital
increase but is also attempling
to prevent other shareholders
from making up the dillerence
— for if they did so the US in-
fluence in the affairs of the ADB
would be compromised.

Professor Sobhan decries
this power play, arguing that it
is largely the result of three
forces : (1) residual US imperial
aspirations, {2) anti-loreign aid

Srebrenica —a
shame or our pride?

Sir, The failure of the UN,
the Islamic Ummah and in-
deed that of the entire world
community to prevent the
massacre of unarmed Muslims
by the Serbs in Srebrenica is
one of the most shameful
episodes of human history. But,
have we ever considered what
a heroic defence was put by
the Srchbrenican Muslims?

Srebrenica, a predomi-
nantly Muslim city in eastern
Bosnia, was surrounded and
completely cut off from the
outside world, by the besieging
Serbs. The beleaguered
Muslim defenders, armed with
little more than antique rifles,
were completely outgunned,
outnumbered and outmanoeu-
vred by the Serbs who were
armed to the teeth. Yet even
after three months of siege,
the will of the heroic Muslim
defenders was unbroken.
Without running water, with-
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lar and reliable accounts and,
ofcourse, have no track record.
Thus, banks perceive much
greater additional risks in fi-
nancing such investment pro-

ts. commercial banks' ca-
pability for project evaluation is
stifl in a rudimentary stage —
they would find it extremely dil-
ficult to judge the risk in fi-

nancing a new venture and,
even more so, il the p 't is
innovative, Banks also find it

much' léss profitable to finance
small scale and cottage indus-
tries as lending rats for this scc-
tor have had always been rela-
tively low. In short, greater risk
and uncertainty over a projects
viability, low profitability and
higher expenses, including in-
termediation cost for small

start as the entreprencurs [afl
to put up adequate collateral 1o
gain access to bank financing.,
Collateral takes many forms
of assets — some serve the pur-
pose better than the others.
Usually [ixed assets, such as
lJand and real estate, come on
top in bankers’ list of preferred
types of collateral. se are
immobile, titles can not be
transferred easily without
bankers acquiescence and
usually appreciate in value over
time. Small-scale manufactur-
ing does not require installation
of relatively immobile heavy
machinery. In the case of small
scale and cottage indusitries,
thercfore, machinery and tools
of trade would not probably be
viewced by bankers as good col-

towards a
commercial bank's reluctance
to finance small enterprises.

Collaterals

To insulate themselves from

default, bankers have tradi-
tionally obtained collateral from

loeans. contribule

borrowers. However, as the
bankers llaison with the bor-
rower grows, a more stable form
ol association, usually termed
as banker customer relation-
ship, develops. The banker then
comes to rely increasingly on
the borrower's track record.
Thus, a borrow:r with good

track record — whi il " ¢
tensjon, also signals a sound fi-
nancial standing — may be

subjected to a lower collateral
requirement. The greater risk of
financing a small enterprise,
particularly a new venture, on
the other hand, leads to a stlf
and extensive collateral re-
quirement which the en-
trepreneur is unable to satisfy.
The bank seecs a dramatic in-
crcase in its risks where the
loan applicant is unable to fur-
nish suitable collateral. Thus,
in this country as eclsewhere,
small enterprises fail to make a

‘A RESPONSE TO

sentiment in gencral and anti-
multilateral aid in particular
and (3) fiscal constraints
caused by the huge US budget
deficit. He expresses particular
concern that this policy has
undergone no shift as the
Clinton Administration took

over from the previous one.

It is on these issues that |
would like to provide some clar-
ification. To begin with, the sen-
timent against making addi-
tional resources available to
multilateral lending agencics
such as the World Bank and
the ADB comes from at leasl
three groups who share little
else in common other than their
disdain for these institutions.
They include : (1) those in
Congress., the Administration
and the media concerned pri-
marily with the US budget
deficit: (2) the "America First”
movement which derides all
foreign aid, be it multilateral or
bilateral, as well as many of
America's other commitments
abroad (e. g., its participation in
NATO, peace-keeping, etc); (3)
activist groups concerned with
social justice and/or environ-
mental tion. ‘

It is the third group which
may be the most surprising to
those unfamiliar with develop-
ment politics in America. They
comprise a wide range of volun-
tary and non-profit agencies
ranging from huge environmen-
tal organisation to small church
and secular NGOs concerned
with humanitarian issues.
Some of these organisations
have field operations in the
Third World, while others do
not. Nonetheless, a growing

number of them in the United
States, as well as in

Canada

laleral. Inventories also would
probably rate as poor collateral
because their values fluctuate,
quality may deteriorate during
storage and, in any case, these
can be sold ofl quietly by the
borrower outside the bankers’
knowledge.

In point of fact, tough collat- |

eral requirements are often secn
in this country as the main im-
pediment to flow of finance to
small enterprises. Hopeful en-
trepreneurs are inclined to view
this as tyranny of the banks.
Authorities have often called for
. .,uve away [rom ’‘collateral
vunking to 'participatory ban-
king.” Well, conventional ban-
king does not lend itsell casily
to a risk/reward sharing mode
of operation. Nor should the
imperatives of adequate security
for bank lending be disputed.
However, even within the given
parameters, banks can try to
forge a closer, stable, long-term
relationship with their
customers in the small scale
and cottage industries seclor,
Such a relationship should
essentially be based on a per-
ceived need for responsible and

SOBHAN

bevelopment

prudent behaviour by both
sides of the financial transac-
tion. The borrower, on his side,
should provide the bank with
full access to his atcounts and

decision making process. The
bank, on its part, should

closer attention to the end—

use of the credit and appear to

the borrower as a stable and
le source of

Such a relationship would help

reduce banks’ risk in lending to

small enterprises substantially.

Mode of Financing for

Small Enterprises

A mode of bank financing for
small enterprises which would
be more responsive to the needs
of both lenders and borrowers,
will not emerge overnight.
Meanwhile, authorities will per-
haps continue to ask banks to
m a new approach as a

, based on devel-
o nt potential rather
tﬁ on security only. While
doing so, apart from bring!
about improvements in lega
and regulatory framework, the
authorities can help the banks
in other ways too, to reduce the
risk of lending to small enter-
prises. Building a better infor-
mation system for financiers
and investors is one such area
which calls for prior action.

Despite the provisions of the
current Industrial Policy for
buflding up a data base for in-
vestment, production and mar-
keting related activities, flow of
such information to the banks
remains awfully 1 uate.
Rather, flow of information from
officlal agencies charged with
monitoring investment is wvir-
tually nonexistent, in so [ar as
the banks are concerned. Some
banks have tried to build up
their own information system.
However, information they can
get on their own is usually seg-
mented, incomplete and rarely
timely. As it is, the task of de-
ciding if a project is viable or
not, is an extremely difficult ex-
ercise, Lack of adequate and
timely information on such cru-

‘ Alexander M Counts

and Europe, have grown [rus-
trated with their repeated and
largely ineffective attempts to
“reform” the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund
and the regional development
banks and are beginning to call
for suspension of funds for
these development financial
institutions (DFls). Each year,
more and more of these organi-
zations move [rom reform-
minded to neutral hostility to
open opposition to funding for
these agencies.

The reasons for their frustra-
tion are multiple. Some oppose
the DFls privatization/struc-
tural adjustment programme as
ideologically motivated, unde-

mocratic, inherently unjust and -

demonstratively ineffective.
Others cite the damage to the
environment, indigenous peo-

ples and the poor caused by the
DFI's project lending: often cited
examples include the Sardar
Sarovar dam project in India to
the Polonoroeste natural
resource management project in
Brazil. The former was con-
demned on social and environ-
mental grounds by an interna-

tional task force appointed by
the World Bank itself, and the
latter was admitted by the Bank
to have "resulted in unchecked
delorestation” which was espe-
cially harmful to the poor.

Still others, including David
Korten, a former consultant for
the US Agency for International
Development recently turned
dynamic activist (and founder of
the People-Centered Develop-
ment Forum), have argued that
these lending institutions must
not only be starved of new

resources but actually shut
down, as their loans and
adjustment policies have failed
miserably in bringing justly
shared and environmentally
sustainable development;
rather, they have created a
massive debt burden which is
now making repayment ol new
debis the driving force behind
new lending. -

The more politically sophisti-

cated of these activist groups

now find themselves in an un-
casy alliance with "America
First” and budget reduction
movements with whom they
have little else in common.
Moreover, some are concerned
that they may be souring their
relationships with more conser-
vative, reform-minded NGOs

and with their allies inside

DFls. Yet, more and more are
choosing increasingly aggressive
stances, often but not always
being pushed by their partner
organizations "in the Third
World.

Professor Sobhan decries the
lack of a shift after the US elec-
tion. Yet the change [rom the
Clinton to the Bush Adminis-
trations may, in fact, gurn out
to be significant. The, Bush
Administration favored capital
replenishment for the World
Bank and International
Monetary Fund (IMF} — which
ably pushed their structural
adjustment agenda — while
calling for cuts for UNICEF and
other UN organizations and
outright withholding for funds
from the UN Fund for
Population Activities [UNFPA).

The Clinton Administration
appears to be more inclined to

Policy :

agree wilth the foreign aid ex-
perts in Congress, such as Rep
David Obey of Wisconsin and
Senator Patrick Leahy of
Vermont, who are willing to
withhold funds from the DFls
on budgetary, environmental
and social justice grounds while
simultaneously increasing
funds, in some cases dramati-
cally, for UNICEF, UNFPA and
other agencies. Bilaterally, the
trend will likely include more
aid for the Soviet Union, stag-
nating aid for the Middle East, a
continuation of drastic cuts in
military aid (Rep Obey pushed
through a 33% cut in military
assistance over the last two
years alone) and a continuation
of increases for certain humani-
tarian programmes, especially
those aimed at improving the
lives of children in light of US
commitment to following up the
World Summit for Children.
Thus, the blanket accusation

of the US being against multi-
lateralism is on somewhat
shaky ground. Rather, it is safer
to say that the support for (and
opposition to) multilateralism in
any Administration is shaped
by its ideological underpin-
nings. Under President Bush,
the multilateral policy of the US
supported massive privatization
and structural adjustment
while opposing family planning
and remaining largely disinter-

ested in serious humanitarian
efforts with the exception of
Somalia, The Clinton team is
shaping up just the opposite;
strong support for family plan-

ning, luke-warm support for
humanitarianism and hostility
to agencies which have shown
negligence regarding social jus-

tice and espectally environmen-

ct matiers a2s, trend in in-
v et in small scale and cot -
tage industrics in the country,
wWentification of the subisectors

ucts, cic. places the banks in
additional disadvantage in
asscssing if a project will su«
ceed. Regular flow of vital in
formation from the official
agencies concerned will place
the banks on surer grounds in
evaluating projects, reduce
risks and make them more
willing to finance smaller enter-
prises.

A loan guaraniee scheme for
bank credit to small scale and
cottage industrics could be a
major step to improve flow of [i-
nance to this sector. Such a
measure would significantly re-
duce the risk and expenses of
lending to smaller enterprisc
What is even more important in
the current scenario, is the fact
that the measure would provide
the banks will an opportunity o
secure [oans — atlcast a part of
it — by means other than cel-
lateral.

Loan Guarantee
Scheme

it is worthwhile to note here
that many industrial countries
are operating loan guaraniee
schemes for small firms. In our
case, the Bangladesh Banle
Order authorises the central
bank to use the resources of
one of fts statutory Funds —
the Industrial Credit Fund — to
finance a system of guarantees
to cover part of the loss a bank
may incur, in respect ol loans
extended to a new indugtrial
project of small or medium size.
In the past, the central bank
did operate loan guarantiee sys-
tems for credit to small scale
and cottage industries — with
mixed results. The main hazard
had been that access to loan

arantee facility tended to
make the banks careless on
loan supervision and recovery.

However, stiffer loan provision
ing requiremenis and closar su
pcrvision by the ecentral L.nk
have, hopefully, induced the
banks to be more prudent in
conducting their business.
PossiLilities of reviving the loan
guarantee lacility should be ex-
plored urgently in the interest ol
improving flow of finance to
small industrial enterpriscs.

AI—; Inside Look

tal integrity. Vice-President
Gore, in particular, is expected
to take a leading role in promol-
ing environmentalism in US de-
velopment policy.

Of course, the Administra-
tion will be forced to work with
Congress and various interest
groups in shaping these policies
and, considering the many
stripes of people concerned with
them, it will be a fluid situation
which may reflect the
contradictions within Congress,
the US NGO community and
the Administration itself on
relations with the Third World.
The events taking place in
Manila regarding the proposed
capital increase for the Asian
Development Bank, which is
seen — rightly or wrongly — as
simply the Asian equivalent of
the World Bank, is best seen in
this more subtle light. Those
hoping to influence and/or
respond to these events should
keep in mind the complexity of
the US policy-making apparatus
as well as its ability, at least at
the margins, to be influenced by
even the smallest NGOs if they
are well organized, articulate
and persistent in their lobbying
efforts.

The writer, currently on a
two-year fellowship with
Grameen Bank, was also a 1989
Fulbright Scholar at Grameen. A
graduate of Cornell Universiiy,
during 1990-1992 he was
legislative director of RESULTS,
an "anti-world hunger citizen's
movement based in the
Washingten, DC which aims at
influencing development policy.
RESULTS has chapters in
Canada, the United Kingdom,
Germany, Australia, Japan, the
USA and Russia
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oul any electricity, without any
means to confront the Serb
tanks and artillery, the people
of Srebrenica displayed unpar-
alleled gallantry and valour by
grimly holding on to the dity.

In unimaginable conditions,
the herolec defence of
Srebrenica by its Muslim de-
fenders shines like a beacon to
the world. Srebrenica was the
epitome of Bosnian defiance —
the utter refusal of the Muslim
to yield even an inch of their
lands to the Chetnik hordes.

Srebrenica was reduced to
rubble, men, women and inno-
cent children died like [lies,
but the resolve of the people
was unbroken — they would
rather die than surrender to
the Serbs. Even when their
ammunition ran Sut, the Hon-
hearted defenders kept fight-
ing with knives, with sticks,
even with their own bare
hands to prevent the rubble of
Srebrenica from falling into
Serb hands. Nobody lifted a

finger to help them, but they
fought on in impossible condi-
tions until the helpless UN, at
last, managed to organise an
honourable ceasefire for the
heroic defenders of Sreb-
renica, who laid down their
arms to Canadian UN troops.
Srebrenica, or rather what
remained of it, and its gallant
defenders remained in Muslim
hands under UN protection
and never fell to the Serbs. In
the annals of military history,
no defence could be more
heroic, no defiance more
glorious than that of the ill-
armed, untrained Muslim de-
fenders LI Srebrenica.

If I were a Serb, 1 would
have reason to fear. From the
rubble of Srebrenica may rise a
phoenix of Muslim vengeance
which will convert the dreams
ol the Chetnik hordes into
their worst nightmares.

Masud Sohatil
Mohammadpur, Dhaka
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Sylhet Division

Sir, It has been read in your
dafly on 11.5.93 that a high
level delegation met the Prime
Minister with a very legitimate
demand to make the greater
Sylhet district a new Division
comprising Suhamgonj, Habi-
gonj, Sylhet sadar and Moul-
vibazar districts. In past also
the same demand was put
forward for consideration by
the Chief Executives of the
country on many oCcCasions.

Greater Sylhet is a district
enriched with enormous natu-
ral resources. Besides, a large
section of its people Hving in
the UK, USA, Middle East and
other countries have been con-
tributing a considerable amo-
unt of foreign currency to the
country’'s exchequer for over
many decades. Tea, bamboo
and forest reserves, stone and
lime stone, gas, pulp and
paper, cement, fertilizer etc
are the major resources and

industries of the district.
Ninety per cent of the total tea

produced in the counitry is
from greater Sylhet. There is
also enough scopes (o attracl
tourists in the district.
Jalllong, Tamabil, Madhob-
kunda etc are the examples,
There is no other district
endowed with so much
resources and potentiality in
the country.

It is expected that with the
formation of a new Division a
general improvement of the
area will surely enhance the
economy to a great extent.

Motius Samad Chowdhury,
Assistant Manager,
Phultola Tea Estate, Sylhet

Spiritual monarchy?

Sir, The spiritual leader of
an Islamic sect has been
treated by Bangladesh with
honour equivalent to a visiling
head of a state.

Who (s entitled to such an
etiquette from the host gov
ernment, strictly concerning a
pucst of episcopal nature who

inherited the title Prince with
no visible kingdom, recalls the
facsimile ol appropriateness in
Bangladeshi diplomatic cour-
lesy.

If VVIP status of a dignitary
can be subject to scruliny,
then a poor state's balance
sheet deserves review by the
taxpaying volers as often as
possible.

Not to question a designa-
tion in a religious tenet, but to
justify the status and privilege
of a particular rank/position
with regard to the standard of
an establishment — state et
cetera — is what must be
unambiguous in this Space Age
civilization.

Within the divinity of an
Jmperial hicrarchy ol a spirt-
tual leadership, unlike the so
cio political setting, the posi-
tion privilege equation in the
interstate protocol should
come¢ up for re-evaluation in
the respective doctrine

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh



