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Status of Black Sea Fleet

Ukraine calls for urgent
talks with Russia

KIEV, May 29: Ukraine
Friday called for urgent talks
with Russia on the status of the
Black Sea Fleet and warned
continuation of the apparent
defections of fleet vessels to
Russia could have unforseeable
consequences, reports AFP.

In a note sent by Ukrainian
Deputy Foreign Minister Boris

Next round of
ME talks
in June

WASHINGTON, May 29:
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher Friday announced
the next round of bilateral
Mideast peace talks would be-
gin in Washington in June, re-

ports AFP.

The Secretary said tn an in-
terview on Cable News
Network television (CNN) that
some of the Arab and Israeli
delegates would be asked to

arrive ahead of the bilateral

negotiations.

He did not give a date for
the talks or elaborate further.

The last round of talks
ended -in mid-May with no re-
ports of progress and no date
set for the next session. Arab
delegates are to hold a coordi-
nating meeting in Amman,
Jordan, on June 6.

The United States recently
invited a Palestinian delegation
to Washington to discuss a
joint declaration of principles
with Israel on the peace plan.
Chiel Palestinian negotiator
Faisal Hussein dccepted the
invitation Thursday.

Tarasyuk to the Russian
Ambassador in Kiev, Leonid
Smolyakov, Ukraine said the
growing number of vessels
hoisting the St Andrew's flag of
Russian violated existing ac-
cords,

"This torpedos eventual
agreements on the division of
the fleet and does not con-
tribute to the creation of
Ukrainian and Russian navies
on the basis of this fleet,” the
note stated.

Ukraine called for talks to
be organized as soon as possi-
ble between Ukrainian and
Russian officials and for a
meeting to be set up soon be-
tween Presidents Leonid
Kravchuk of Ukraine and Boris
Yeltsin of Russia.

Under agreements signed
last year, the fleet has been
operating on a "mixed" basis
with a joint Russian-Ukrainian
command structure, joint
crews and joint logistical sup-
port for the fleet,

The Ukrainian request
came as 22 more vessels, in-
cluding 11 research boats and
11 rescue boats, hoisted the St
Andrew's flag Friday, Itar-Tass
news agency reported.

The latest "defections”
brought the total number of
fleet support vessels that have
ratsed the Russian flag since
May 18 w 20.

So far no large warships
have raised the Russian flag.

Fleet officers have said the
flag-changing was organized as
an act of protest by seamen
against the uncertain status of
the fleet, the unsolved prob-
lems of citizenship for seamen

and low salaries for sailors and
officers.

from Paris.

during World War Two.
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Mikhail Gorbachev in Paris :

Former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev arrived in Paris on
Friday on a [ive-day visit during which he will accompany
Prcaidept Francois Mitterrand on the French leader's annual
pilgrimage to his wartime resistance hideout, reports Reuter

Mitterrand and Gorbachev had lunch together Saturday.
Today, they will visit the mediaeval abbey of Cluny and climb a
hill at Solutre, in Burgundy, where Mitterrand sought refuge

Mitterrand climbs the hill every year, inviting only close
[riends to join in the excursion.
Gorbachev, the guest of an advertising firm, was welcomed at

by the Foreign Ministry's head of protocol. He was
accompanied by his wife Rafsa.
He is to appear on several television shows.

FIOOdB CIRim 4 in I.:al'l.ka . At least four

people were drowned in floods caused

rains that

dozens of houses and left thousands of people homeless or
marooned in southern Shri Lanka, officials said Saturday, AFP

reports from Colombo.

With the onset of the soulthwest monsoon, heavy rains
flooded villages in southern Galle, Matara, Ratnapura and

Kalutara where na
from their homes, o

workers to transport

boats Friday rescued some 8,000 families
jals said.

Most roads were impassable making

to those maroconed in their homes and

it difficult for relief

even to flood victims at some reliel centres, an official from the
Social Services Department said.

9 Kaﬁh!'lﬁl'i I'Ebi-'.'lﬂ killﬁd . Nine Muslim

gucrillas were Rilled in continuing violence in Kashmir, where a

shutdown called

to protest

"atrocities” by sccurity forces

paralyzed the ctty of Srinagar Friday, police sald, reports AFP

from Srinagar.

Army troops shot dead three of the militants during an oper-

ation in central Badgam district overnight Thursday, Kashmir
Police Chief ﬂuhﬂru:lrr Singh Bedi said in the state's summer

capital.

Bedi told reporters that three other guerillas died in internal
fighting, while three more died elsewhere in the troubled north-

ern state late Thursday.
Mecanwhile,
Srinagar to fofl a

police camped an indefinite curfew in parts of
planncd demonstration by

the outlawed

Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Frent (JKLF) to protest the
continued detention of its Chicl Mohammed Yasin Malik.

Malaysia may buLUS fighters :

The US Defence Department noti

Con on Friday lhll

Malaysta is considering buying 18 F/A- 18D I'i,ghu:f planes with
missiles and ammunition for 1.6 billion dollars, report Reuter

from Washingion

“This potential ﬂ.,ﬂl"ff‘ﬂ"it'nl' would contribute to the foreign

policy and national security of the Unfted States by helping to
improve the security of a friendly country,” it said.

it said the planes would not affect the basic military balance

in Southeast Asia
McDonnell Douglas Corp

would manufacture the planes and

50 harpoon missiles for the sale, the Pentagon said.

Tigers kill 5 Lankan troops: s

Lankan Tamil rebels killed five soldiers
eastern Batticaloa district early Satu

ing a in the
y morning, a military

spokesman saikd, Reuter reports from Colombo. He said about

20 soidiers were protecting the village, near

where rebels

operate, when they were attacked. The rebels. fighting for a
homeland in the north and cast, did not enter the village, he
said. One guerilla was confirmed killed in the attack.

China executes
28 highway
robbers

BEWING, May 29 The au
thorities in the east-central
Chinese provinee of Henan
have executed 28 highway rob
bers who terrorized travellers
and raped and killed mo
torists, an official newspaper
reported, says AFP

The Zhengrhou intermedi
ale peopic's court sentenced
23 criminals to death in trials
heid May 13 to 18 the Henan

| news said in its Monday

tion, recejved here today

Another seven robbers were

awarded suspended death ser
tenecs and nine given life

seniences. The criminals
some of them armed with
knives, looted drivers ard pas

‘@ers of money and valuables
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Serbs launch artillery attack on Sarajevo

NATO to prowde air cover

for ‘s

BRUSSELS, May 29: NATO
members agreed on Frida)r that
alliance warplanes could be
used to defend Muslim havens
in Bosnia and told their mili-
tary planers to investigate the
options, alliance sources said,
reports Reuter.

Ambassadors fromsthe 16
North  Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) nations
also agreed new measures to
make a NATO-led naval adri-
atic blockade of the former
Yugoslavia more eflective.

A NATO spokesman said
the envoys discussed a contro-
versial new western policy, in-
cluding how safe arcas might
be defended with troops and
air power.

He said NATO would con-
sider any request from the
United Nations for further

help in former Yugoslavia but
thal allies remained commit-

ted to finding a political set-
tlement to the war along the
lines of an international peace

NATO defence ministers
reached a similar agreement
earlier this week, but France —
a major player in Bosnia, with
some 5,000 troops on the
ground — was not present al
that meeting. France was rep-
resented at Friday's meeting.

Diplomats said there was
broad agreement that NATO
could provide air cover for the
safe areas, since allied fighters
are already enforcing a United
Hatians no-fly zone over

AP [rom Sarajcvo says : An
agreement to demilirize
Sarajevo was stalled as rebel
Serbs launched their heaviest
attack in nearly three weeks

and the Serb commander
skipped talks on the pact.

Bosnian Serb Gen. Ratko
Mladic apparently did not at-
tend the talks because of a
battle in Goradze, 2B miles |
45 milimeters) southeast of
the capital.

More than 1,000 shells hit
government positions around
Goradze within two hours, ac-
cording to a report on Sarajevo
radio. It could not be indepen-
dently confirmed.

Artillery .and sniper fire hit
Sarajevo, the capital , on

Friday.

The fighting in Sarajevo and
towns north of the capital was
some of the heaviest since a
May 9 cease-fire was signed by
ethnic Serb and Muslimeled
government forces.

The Bosnian government
commander, GCen. Seler

Halilovic, and the chiel of
Bosnian Croat forces, Gen.
Milivoj Petkovic, signed an
agreement at Sarajevo’'s air-
port on the withdrawal of
heavy weapons around the city.
But the vast majority of such
guns are controlled by Mladic,
who has commanded the 13-
month-old siege of Sarajcvo.
The accord has no chance of
success without his consent.

afe areas’ 1n Bosnla

ple
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supposed to stop civilians trying to flee Sarajevo. About 100
people try to leave the besieged city through Sarajevo's
airport every night crossing the front line. — AFP/UNB photo

J apan won't demand return
of Kuriles in G-7 summiut

TOKYO, May 29: Japan, un-
der pressure to improve rela-
tions with Moscow, will not
push its demands for the return
of four Russian-held islands at
this year's Group of Seven (G-7)
summit meeting, news reports
said today, says Reuter.

Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa told parliament on
Friday he was content that the
territorial dispute was raised at
last year's Munich summit ol
leaders of seven leading indus-
trial powers.

"Our country s stance was
clearly presented in the political

declaration at the aummit last
r in Munich, so it's not nec-
essary to do it again,” he quoted
as saying by The Daily Nihon
Kcizal Shimbun and other pa-

pcrs.
Miyazawa's remark is the

Clinton's approval

rating slides
further

NEW YORK., May 29: The
latest Newsweek poll shows
that President Bill Clinton's
approval rating has fallen to 36
per cent, the lowest point
since he took office in January,
the weekly saidd on Friday, re
ports Reuter.

His standing in a similar
poll at the end of April was 46
per cent and, less than two
weeks after his inauguration,
stood at 51 per cent

The latest poll was con-
ducted May 26-27, just before
Clinton's budget victory in the
house. It found that 53 per
cent of the 750 respondents
did not think Congress should
pass the economic package as
proposed by the President.

In addition, only 31 per
cent approved of the way

Clinton was handling the
cconomy.
Newsweck said 56 per cent

of those questioned thought
Clinton was losing touch with
the concerns of average
Americans and 49 per cent
thought he lacked the ability 1o
deal with the problems [acing
his administration

The poll, which appears in
the June 7 issue. had a margin
of error of plus or minus four

percentage poinis.

latest signal that Japan, this
year's host for the annual G-7
summit meeting, is easing its
policy toward Russia and its
President Boris Yeltsin.

For several years, Japanese
leaders have used the summit
as a venue to rally international
support for their country's
claims to the islands, which lie
northeast of Japan's northern-
moslt Hokkaido island.

UUS pressure {s seen as a

major factor for the I;‘Joliqr shifl, .

Earlier this week, President
Bill Clinton wrote to Miyazawa
urging Japan to donate 500
million dollar to a US proposed
scheme to provide 4 billion dol-
lar to bhelp privatise Russia's
state industries, Kyodo news
agency said.

The United States would
match Japan's pledge, whilc

LLONDON, May 29: A major-
ity ol British ple want to
scc a cut in the public contri-
bution to the cost of the
monarchy, and most people
think the Queen is "too glum,”

s 4

Queen Elizat.h
an ICM Poll for the Guardian

newspaper showed today, re-
poris AFP

The survey, published ahead
ol next Wednesday's 40th an-
niversary ol the coronation,
showed that 50 per ecent of
those questioned wanted to

UK people want cut in
cost of monarchy

Britain, France, Germany and
Italy would be to pro-
vide a total 1 billion dollar, it
said. The remaining 2 billion
dollar would be raised through

international funding institu-
tions.
Under heavy pressure from

Washington, Japan pledged 1.8
billion dollar in aid for Russia.

It was Tokyo's b t offer of
aid to Moscow in years and ap-

peared to mark a break with its

policy of refusing large-scale aid
until the territorial dispute is
resolved.

Moscow seized the four is-
lands — known in Russia as the
Southern Kuriles and in Japan
as the northern territories —
alter Stalin declared war on
Japan in the closing days of
World War Two in 1945,

cut the cost of royal palaces
and services.

An additional 14 percent
believed the royal family
should not recetve any public
money. The monarchy cur-
rently recetves 50 million
pounds (75 million dollars) a
year.

People aged between 18
and 34 were specially keen to
sce a slimline Scandinavian-
style monarchy.

An overwhelming 81 per
cent saild Queen Elizabeth Il
did a good job, but 64 cent
thought she often looked too
glum

As many as 79 per cent be-
lieved newspapers were wrong
lo publish transcripts of con-
versations allegedly involving
members of the royal family.
Only 17 per cent approved.

Even so, 39 per cent admit-
ted they read the transcripts,
including 36 per cent of those
who thought thtLEli:" were
wrong to publish

The su showed 57 per
cent said the royal f[amily
should set a moral example by
not having relationships out-

side marriage.

| and foreign
| published by President

Clinton liar,
opportunist,
says Iraqi
newspaper

BAGHDAD, May 29: U.S
President Bill Clinton is a liar,
an opportunist and knows
nothing about foreign affairs,
an Iraqi newspaper said today
in a stinging attack, reports
Reuter.

* Four months after his en-
trance to the White [ouse,
Clinton's lies increased dra-
matically both at the internal-
levels,” said Babel,

Saddam Hussein's son Uday.

It said Clinton was “stupid
in foreign policy” and added
that he had committed “a se-
ries of scandals in ministerial
appointments and matters re-
lated to homosexuals and

abortion.”

Lankan Freedom
Party to fight
presidential
election

COLOMBO, May 29: Shri
Lanka's main opposition party,
heartened by a strong showing
in this month's regional
council elections, is preparing
to flight the 1994 presidential
election, party officials said to-
day, reports Reuter.

They said opposition leader
Sirima Bandaranaike had ap-
pointed a committee on Friday
headed by her brother
Anuruddha Ratwatte to reor-
ganise the Shri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP) and exanrine
strategies to fight the election.

The election will be held
before December 1994 when
President Dingiri Banda
Wijetunga's term ends.
Wijetunga was appointed by
parliament after the death of
President Ranasinghe
Premadasa, killed by a suicide
bomber on May 1.

The SLFP, as part of the
pecople’'s alllance, put up a
tough fight against the ruling
United National Party in the

May 17 regional council elec-
tions.

Pilot allowed hostess to
take controls of Boeing

WASHINGTON: A
controls of a Boeing

pilot who allowed a hostess to take the
passenger plane while landing in

Philadelphia has been fired and had his licence revoked, the
Washington Post reported Saturday, says AFP,

USAir sacked Jon Swartzentruber for having allowed a host-
€ss to touch and rest her hands on the control of the aircraft
during the flight” from Tampa, Florida, on March 4, the paper

said.

The airline also fired the Boeing 737-400's co-pilot and the

hostess concerned.

The Federal Aviation Authority removed Swartzentruber's }i-
cence as FAA rules state that pilots may not allow anybody to

touch the controls.

The newspaper reported that the FAA launched an enquiry

after receiving a tip-ofl.

He survives
175-foot fall

PORTLAND: A man survived a leap from a 175-foot (52.5 me
tre) bridge Friday after rejecting pleas from police and a doctor
1o give life another chance, reports AP.

Travis Scott Batezel,

19, was pulled from the Willamette

River after jumping from the downtown Fremont Bridge. He
was uninjured, said Jan Cook, spokeswoman for Emanuel
Hospital and Health Centre, where Batezel was admitted for ob-
servation and a psychiatric examination.

"That's a long way down and | haven’'t heard of too many

people surviving that,”

said police Sgt Derrick Foxworth.

Batezel climbed over a railing on the lower deck of the ;
which carries northbound traffic over the river, shortly after

7:30 am.

Rush-hour traffic backed up as police and a passing physi-

cian tried to get him to reconsider.

Beer floods
German roads

KAMEN (Germany): Around 60,000 litres of foaming beer
[looded a German motorway on Friday, blocking traffic between
Kamen and Hanover for an hour, police said, reports Reuter,

A lorry carrying beer struck a barrter after suffering a tyre
blow out and the boozy cargo spilt across the road. |

Before the fire brigade could siphon away

the beer, rain

washed away the hazardous alcohol, letting the speedy German

drivers resume their

journey. Germany's autobahns are the last
motorways in the western world without general speed limits.

Blasts, strike shake
Spain ahead of polls

MADRID, May 29: Three
bombings by an extreme left-
wing organization and a strike
wave shook Spain Friday 10
days before the general elec-
tions are to be held in the
country, reports Xinhua.

The terrorist group of
Grapos de Resistencia Anti-
fascista Primero de Octubre |
GRAPO) Friday claimed that it
planted bombs in the office
building of the Madrid election
comynission, an office butiding
of ‘the Partido 6 Secialiste
Obrero Espanol (PSOE), the
headquarters of the Partido
Popular (PP), and the head-
quarters of the EFE news

All the personal of the lour
organizalions were evacuatcd
immediately alter they rc
ceived phone calls from

GRAPO warning of the explo
sions. No one was killed or in
jured, and the damage done
was minor in the explosions
around noon in three of the
four places targeted.

The GRAPO has been
launching an urban guerilla
warfare in seven Spanish cilieg
since 1980s. It mostly chooses
financial economic and politi
cal institutions as its targets.
which it regards as the symbol

of the capitalist system.
Meanwhile. Iwzu Spanish

national trade unions — Union
General de Trabajadones and
Commissiones Obrearas — haw
launched two relay five day
and four-day strikes before the
June 6 elections.

Thirty thousand workers of
the glass industry also went
on strike yesterday

e

South Korea proposes
talks with North June 5

SEOUL, May 29: South
Korea accepted North Korea's
proposal Saturday for an ex-
change of presidential envoys
to discuss nuclear and other
issues and proposed that
working level talks be held on
June 5, reports AP,

The proposed South-North
contact would be the [irst
since the eighth round of in-
ter-Korea prime ministers’
talks in Pyongyang last
Scptember.

Seoul officials have indi
cated, however, that il North
Korea does not reverse its de
cision to drop out of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty by June 12, inter
Korean talks will be meaning
less.

“We cannot delay the prob-
lem of solving nuclear issues
considering its importance,
said Song Young-dae, one ol
the delegates to the working
level talks, on Saturday

“We will first solve nuclear

problems, and then will talk
with the North regarding
other issues,” he said.

South Korea is demanding
North Korea abide by an

agreed-upon pact calling for

UN asks Cambodian warring leaders to abide by poll results

PHNOM PENH, May 29: The
Chiel UN peacekeeper in
Cambodia declared today that
the country's first multi-party
election in decades was free and
fair and told warring leaders to
abide by the results, reports
Reuter

"I have no hesitation in
declaring that the conduct of
the election was free and fair,”
Yasushi Akashi told a meeting
of the all-laction Supreme
National Councfl [SNC)

The Rovalist Party, the
lcading opposition group, ple-
dged itselfl 1o honour the results
of the vote, but Phnom Penh
Prime Minister Hun Sen said he
wanted to see if the counting of
the ballots went as smoothly as
the vote itseilf

“We are awaiting the election
results with the hope that the

counting of votes would proceed
in strict conditions which
would allow all concerned par-
ties to satisfactorily accept the
vote,” he told the SNC.

His Cambodian People's
Party and the Royalist Party
Funcinpec are expected lo take
the llon’s share of voles.

Fears of serious violence
during six days of voting proved
unfounded but worries contin
ued that war might break out
again when elected leaders try
to form a government

The Khmer Rouge had
threatened to use violence to
disrupt the vote, saying the
clection was being used to fulfil
Vietnam's colonial ambitions
over Cambodia. However, in the
end the radical group sent fol
lowers to polling stations in
what diplomats called a desper

ate bid to take some credil
should the royalists defeat the
Phnom Penh governments
party.

"We must applaud your his-

toric schievement,” Head of
State Prince Norodom Sihanouk

told Akashi as the SNC meeting
began.

Sthanouk endorsed a pro
posal by Akashi that the win
ning party or parties immed]i
alcly form an interim consulta
tive cabinet to represent the
people’'s will and help a peaceful
transition Lo democracy.

"We have to take into ac
count the decision, irreversible
of our people,” the Prince said

1 don't say the period lollow
ing the election and the procla
mation of the result of the elee
tion will be absolutely calm and
quiet,” he said. We might [ace

difficulties even in the military
field.

Four ethnic Viethamese were
killed and 10 injured when un-
known attackers threw a hand
grenade at people playing cards
in Kompot province in the
south. Shelling continued in
Siem Rea province in the north,
the Uni Nations said.

Akashi's declaration was a
necessary slep in making the
vote binding under the terms of
a peace (reaty the four
Cambodian factions signed in
1991, formally ending 13 years
of civil war.

I'he determination of the
clection as free and lair does
place a strict obligation on all
parties to abide by the people's
choice whatever it may be
Akashi said.

Nearly 90 per cent of regis

tered voters, 4.2 million people,
participated in the UN run elec-
tions. First results were ex-
pected to be announced later
today.

Some officials of the 22,000-
strong UN Transitienal Auth-
ority im Cambodia (UNTAC)
strongly objected to the publ-
ication ol preliminary results
and said the tally should be an-
nounced only after all ballots
are counted.

TPeople are acting as il peace
has returned and cverybody
loves each other,” one said. "But
its still a volatile situation
There could be bloodletting. ™

Akashi said Cambeodians
were able to go to the polls free
from the violence and intimida
titon that has brutalised
Cambodian political Iife for a
quarter century and continued

up to the eve of the vote

The United Nations said 200
people had been killed in politi
cal and ethnic violence in the 2
1 /2 months before the polling

“In our view when they voted
they did so without fear in an
atlmosphere of calm that was
almost completely free from vio
lence and intimidation,” Akashi
said. There was no significant
disruption of the polling.

Sthanouk said earlier the
huge voter turnout was an his-
toric defeat for the Khmer
Rouge., which put Cambodia
through a Maoist reign of terror

in the 1970s that killed a mil-
lfon people.

Sthanouk was made head ol
state by all four factions in
1991 when they chose him to
scrve as President of the SNC

inter-Korean nuclear inspec
tions in addition 1o interna
tional inspections.

North Korea's decision to
drop out ol nuclear controls
reinforced suspicion that the
hard-line Communist state is
dﬂtlnptnu nuclear weapons,

despite its deroals
Prime Minister Hwang In

sung said in a letter to his
northern counterpart. Kang
Song San, that southern dele
gates will meet those from the
north at the border village ol
Panmunjom on June 5.

Arson attack
leaves 4 dead

in Berlin

BERLIN, May 29 A [ire in
tentionally set in a residential
buildings entrance Saturday
killed four Turks — two women
and two children, all relatives —
and injured two children, in-
cluding a 7-month-old baby,
police said, reports AP

The fire was set in a
Turkish-owned building in
which only Turks lived, pelice
said.
Srebrenica to

run out of

waler soon

BRUSSELS, May 29 The be
sieged Muslim enclave of
Srebrenica in castern Bosnia
will run out ol water in a lew

days, putting the 25 000 inhab-

| itants of the town at risk ol an

epidemic, an international
medical charity said today, re
ports Reuter

"The few sources which exist
in the town will run dry in a few
days.” said the Hinissels based

Medicins Sans Fronliercs
(MSF), which has helped pro
vide water supplies to the town
from surrounding areas
‘Besides the risks of an epi:
demic, this shortage simply ag
gravates the desperate cond|
tions for the 25,000 inhabitanis
of the town,” MSF sald In a

¥ statement




