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For Better News
Exchange

The Information  Minister Barrister Nazmul

Huda has done well in calling for exchange of in-
formation between the Islamic Republic News

Agency (IRNA), the national wire service of Iran,
and its counterpart here the Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS). Whether the minister's plea
produced a concrete plan of action is still un-
known. We hope, it did and that we shall not only
know about it but also be in a position to help
with some specific proposals.

At this stage, our f[irst thought is to suggest to
the Information Minister to look at the two news
exchange arrangements that already exist, but
which, for a number of reasons, can hardly be re-
garded as fully operational. One, the Asia-Pacific
News Network (ANN). set up by the Organisation
of Asia-Pacific News Agencies (OANA) in 1981 in
Kuala Lumpur, links BSS with a dozen or more
other national news agencies in on-and-ofl daily
transmission. But it is yet to make any kind of
impact on the media scene, notwithstanding mil-
lions of dollars which have been poured into it to
make it viable. The other exchange arrangement,
known as ASIA VISION, serves as a grouping for
the electronic media, including Bangladesh
Television (BTV) and networks of most other
countries in this region.

We leave it to the Ministry of Information to
find out [rom our missions abroad how these two
networks, ANN and ASIA VISION, are serving the
interests of our country, especially when the gov-
ernment wants to emphasise the opportunities
offered by Bangladesh to foreign investors,

Seen from this context, the question facing the
authorities here is more of activating the existing
exchange arrangements than of setting up new
links, say. between Tehran and Dhaka. On this
score, we must also express our dismay over the
near-collapse of the Intermational Islamic News
Agency (lINA)} which, set up in the seventies,
never really got ofl the ground. The faflure of IINA
only proves that a news agency, national or re-
gional, cannot operate on the basis of rhetoric or
high-sounding declarations. It is, by and large, a
professional exercise.

The strength of a regional news exchange ar-
rangement essentially depends on the working of
national networks. This is also linked to the over-
all media development in Bangladesh, covering
such issues as the advertiising policy of the gov-
ernment as well as of the private sector and the
cost ol newsprint.

The modernisation of BSS is long overdue.
Unless the national news agency is given a new
lease of life, it will always remain at the receiving
end of foreign wire services, without being able to
send out its copy as its contribution to ANN,
Again. unless it provides improved service, its
persistent claim for raising its subscription from
revenue-scarce newspapers will carry little
weight.

True, whatever is done with BSS at any level,
the question of its operational autonomy cannot
be separated from its editorial independence.
However, it is still possible to draw up a master

plan for BSS that focuses on its efficiency, opera-

tional dependability and participation in regional
news exchange arrangements. We are sure, these
are matters of concern to the Information
Minister. What is important is to turn these con-
cerns into firm decisions.

Yangon's Delaying Tactic

On the face of it the refugee problem has not
reatly soured relations between Bangladesh and
yvanmar but deep down the process it has cer-

tainly betrayed the natural irritation. This is de-
spite the repeated assurances by the Yangon ad-
ministration. During his just-concluded visit, Home
Minister of Myanmar Lt Gen Mya Thin was found
not at all wanting in expressing good will and
friendship in the nicest possible terms. Highly
courteous, the visiting Home Minister was also op-
timistic that the Rohingya issue will be resolved
soon.

The Myanmar government may be really mean-
ing what it says but the delaying tactics it has so
far resorted to are weighing heavily on both the pa-
tience and the limited resources of Bangladesh.
Particularly galling is Yangon's reluctance — if not
outright refusal — to involve the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in the
repatriation process. It is fine words when one
with conviction that the two neighbou coun-
tries enjoying the best of relations are more than
able to settle the issues without third party's in-
volvement. It is also a lo time since the
Rohingyas arrived in Bangladesh in 1991. Shuttle
diplomacy between the two countries made it
possible for Bangladesh to convince the Myanmar
government that the problem needed the latter's
cooperation to be solved.

Initially, however, Yangon did everything not to
recognise the problem. Its reluctance to allow
UNHCR supervision and even its resentatives’
entrance into that country for an on-the-spot moni-
toring of the refugees’ exodus is not an event of the
distant past. Now that the process of repatriation
started, it has hit several stumbling blocks in vari-
ous forms and at different times. Only 2,500
Rohm?a Refugees have returned home and rest of
the 265,000 are still awaiting their turn. For
months the repatriation has been stopped for rea-
sons not so clear to anybodly other than the receiv-
ing authority. This, after all, is no way of strength-
ening bilateral ties.

Now the question is, what the Myanmar govern-
ment has to lose if UNHCR were involved in the
Rohingya repatriation. Nothing. But it continues to
keep the question at bay and for the same reason
it is stalling the process in breach of the agreement
reached between the two countries. What is the

option then for Bangladesh? It has a{%eﬂ a memo-
randum of understanding with the CHR to In-

volve the organisation in the Eroccss. Whether the

nice words are part of the de .ymg tactics or they
just expose the weakness of diplomacy of the
Bangladesh side will soon become clear. g:.lt about
one thing we can be sure that Yangon should not
be allowed to buy any more time. Relentless diplo-

matic pressure should be sustained to make it see
the Bangladesh point of view on the issue.

three years after par-
titlon. | was nine years
old. We lived in Purana Paltan

I T was 1960, lesa than

{ area of Dhaka and in those

days, it used to be one of the
nicest residential localities of

through the neighbourhood. It
had grassy banks with trees
and boats would ply in summer.

During 1960s, everything chan-
that | eannot

of my childhood any longer. |
feel like a stranger at a place
where | gathered the most
cherished memories of my early
life. It is all gone forever.

But it is not the physical

less and tragic change of the

human environment — soaked
in blood and tears. It was the
recurrence of Hindu-Musim ri-
ots in 1950. There were many
Hindu families living in Purana
Paltan; the inhabitants
of the area. In fact, they had
made beautiful Purana Paltan
into what it was at that time.
On the fateful day of the riot, |
saw the butcher located next to
Bijon Bari (I do not know fif
Bijon Bari still exists) rushing
down Purana Paltan lane with a

big knife in his t hand.
My Ether persuad him to
calm down. He o — after

all he was a good fellow. It was

and still is the deliberate propa-

and rumour mongering

that induce Pl:nplc to commit
unwanted ‘i~'=nce.

| was too you to be « di-

rect witness to the brutality of

!

FTER a nap and a cig-

arette at his desk,

Valery Maroutian, head
surgeon at the Stepanakert
military hospital, went down to
the operating theatre. It was a
routine to remove a bullet
from Lhe side of a Karabakhi
fighter wounded at the front
line. The task completed,
there was time for another
quick cigarette before moving
on to the next tion.

Since February, when the
Karabakh Self-Defence Force
went on the offensive in their
war against Azerbafjan, some
300 injured soldiers have been
admitted to this one hospital
each month. Whereas previ-
ously the casualties were
mostly civilian victims of Azeri
bombing and shelling, now
they are almost exclusively
military.

The intense fighting of re-
cent months has been suc-
ceeded by renewed hopes of a
ceasefire in Nagorno Karabakh.,
Talks are being held within
the f[ramework of the
Conlerence on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE)
and it seems at last that peace
may be in view.

The Karabakh Self-Defence
Force has given an assurance
that it will pull out of the
Kelbajar area of Azerbaifjan,
which it occupied after a major
offensive in March. However,
Karabakh forces have also been
preparing for an Azeri counter-
attack Iin south eastern

Karabakh and, despite a lull, -
. fighting has continued during

the peace process.

The war i{in Nagorno
(Mountainous} Karabakh is not
the only conflict in the former
Soviet republics of the
Caucasus — Georgia is also be-
sct by separatist strife — but it
is the biggest. It is estimated
that the Azeris are deploying
some 30,000 troops in the
campaign while Karabakh's
forces amount to about 8,000,
Both sides are using Soviet-
made heavy artillery, though
Azerbaijan has a t ad-
vantage in firepower. The
Azeris also have fighter aircraft
and helicopter gunships.

An enclave of ethnic
Armmenians, Karabakh became a
pawn in the geo-politics of
World War One and the early
years of the Soviet Union. After
being part of Armenia for more
than two millenia, the region
was carved out arbi from

Sir, It is one's our discre-
tion which cadre he Ashe would
prefer to join. A person may

give first preflerence to
Customs Service while another
to Administration Cadre or
Audit & Aé¢counts Cadre/
Taxation Cadre. And for our
easy understanding let us
think that every person those
have given first preference to
the Cadres enumerated above
has been selected for the re-
spective Cadre. We know that
every Cadre has its own line
posts, say, for instance, in case
of Customs Cadre the highest
line post is Member-Customs,
in case of Administration
Cadre the equivalent highest
line post is Divisional Commi-
ssioner and in case of Audit &
Accounts Cadre the equivalent
is Controller General of Accou-
nts and in case of Taxation
Cadre, Member-Taxes.

From the above description
it is evident that none ol the
posts in the Central Secre-
tariat from Deputy Secretary to
Secretary fs the line post of
any particular Cadre.

The Secretariat is the prin-
cipal centre for macro-level
policy making monitoring and
evaluation. So the role of junior

Communal Violence and Continued

Poverty: An Individual Perception

communal violence. Obviously,
| was grounded — well within
the limited confines of the
house and did not dare to step
out of the front door. Yet | per-
ceived violence deep inside my
heart when our Hindu neigh-
bours, at least 50 of them,
sought prnt::m in nurh:ou;;
spent t, in fact t

Tn':;{ ETn}murl.ml‘:d thereafter
they left, first for refugee camps
and then across the border to
another country. Very few of
them ever returned, even for a
short visit, since they carried
with them stains of blood and
taste of tears.

Terror

At that time, | did not find
their departure to be of any
particular importance, leaving
thetr ancestral home back in
Dhaka, since we ourselves had
come from Jalpaiguri in late
1947. However, the most vivid
memory that still persists, in
fact burns, within me is that of
the terror stricken eyes of
Paresh and Hiren, the two boys
of my age from the locality. On
that brutal day, they came to
our place secking shelter for the
evening. For the first time |
came to know what {s tcrror in
real life; same as the horror
movic | saw the week bolore at
the Britannia cinema, demol
ished few years later to make

way for Bangabandhu Avenue
ol today

[ could percetve the devaslal
ing consequence of communal
violence in those two kids like
me. "What have they done?” |
asked my father. "Nothing,” he
replied, “their only fault it that
they were born in this wretched
country.” He was utterly dis-
usted and hurled abuses at

th Gandhi and Jinnah — |
distinctly remember.

It was long time back. The
images of terror strickon
Paresh and 1iren are dormiani
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forget the pains and sorrows of
life. But it seems that in the
subcontinent, we wanl to chal
lenge God's will and that in the
name of religion, renew the
reign of terror and force the in
nocent to sufler. It is utterly in
human, senseless — to say the
least.

The young Muslim boys
peering through the glass-pancs
of the Bombay Madrasah wcre
exactly same as Paresh and
FHiren, 40 years back, staring at
the street [rom llouse, No
2D/12 Purina Paltan Land
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deep within the inner reaches ol
my conscience. It was only the
other day, alter long 40 years,
that the same terror image sud-
denly flashed back in all fts
morbid details when | saw in
the newspaper the picture of
three young boys exactly like
Paresh/Hiren peering through
the closed shutters of a
Madrasah in the riot torn city of
Bombay

Forty ycars later, the same
terror still persists. [t is said
that within our mind and body
there is a unigue mechanism to

Dhika.,

The purpose of religion is 1o
bring peace and harmony. Be it
any religion, the best in man
should flourish. We have chal-
lenged religion, all religions for
that matter, through viclence
and riots. The innocent victims
arc the manifestation of crema-
tion as well as burial of human-
ity. We are an anathema in the
last decade of the 20th century
when the gospel is economic
growth, progress in technology,
health, education and, above
all, banishment of poverty from

the face of the earth. Nation
after nation to the ecast of the
subcontinent are progressing at
6 to 9 per cent rates of growth
while we languish in our
cesspool of past anguish. nur

turing past animosities and
continuing blood-feuds

Owl Mentality

It is so unfortunate that we
consistently fail to see the Hght
of the day. We possess an
owlish mentality and prefer the
night to the day There are mul-
tiractal countries like Malaysia
who have brought about such
communal harmonies that pro-
gressing at sustained rates of
cconomic growth, they soon
should be catching up with the
developed countries in terms of
standards of living Already
majority of families own cars in
that country while majority of
South Asfans ride rickshaws
and bullock carts. We had a
Nobel laureate in Bengal when
there was hardly a single native
university graduate in Malaya
peninsula. Today, that country
has achieved almost universal
literacy while even to this day
we are a largely filiterate nation.
Along with brutalities of com-
munal viclence, these agonizing
facts of lile must be confronted
by all of us in the subcontinent.

Living within our insular
world of poverty and depriva:

David Orr writes from Stepanakert, Nagorno Karabakh

<« still the centre of a geographic tug-of-war
between Azerbaijan, with which it was integrated in 1921, and the Armenians in the
region, who want to be reunified with Armenia. Fighting has intensified in recent months.
Neither side is willing to make major concessions, and efforts to bring peace may proce

Nagorno Karabakh in the former Soviet C:i..

unsuccessful.

Nagorno Karabakh

grated into Soviet Azerbaijan.
Over the decades,
Azerbaijan has pursued a policy
of economic and social dis-
crimination against the
Armenians of Karabakh as well
as subjecting them to politi-
cally repressive measures.
Following Soviet refusals to
accede to Karabakhi demands
for reunification with Armenia
and aflter pogroms :against
Christian Armenians in Muslim
Azerbaijan in 1988, tensions in
Karabakh rose signilicantly.
Within months, the enclave's
Armenian population had
launched its armed struggle.
"The campaign is going well
for us, though the Azeris are
making serious attempts to re-
sist,” said Serjic Sarkissian,
chief of the Karabakh Seclf-
Delence Force. "Were pre-
pared to talk peace, but wc'll
continue fighting il the Azcris

officers as well as senior offi-
cers is very important in this
regard. Since the senior offi-
cers have to play very vital role
in formulating macro-level
policies and evaluation thereolf,
so these policy posts in differ-
ent ministries might be
manned by the most efficient
and brilliant oflicers of differ-
ent Cadre Services. No single
Cadre can claim that all of its
members, are brilliant in com-
parison to other Cadres, rather
every Cadre is hlessed with
some brilliant officers.
Thercfore, to bring those effi-
cient and brilliant officers in
policy making process there
must be a permanent system,
and Senior Service Pool
(consisting all posts from DS
to Secretary) deserves to be-
come that system. Under this
system, i any body wants to
become Member of SSP
he/she must go through an ex-
amination and this examina-
tion might be conducted by an
independent agency like the
PSC and here other things that
may be taken into considera-
tion are — ACR, academic at-
tainments, combined merit
order (prepared by the PSC),
honesty, sincerily, service
length, ele.

The prescnt gquola syslem
has already created a sense of

MONTE MELKONIAN

A Californian Armenian commanding Armenian
forces in South East Karabakh

won't recognise our right 1o
live as we want. Our main task
is to defend Karabakh and, al
the moment, the best means of
doing that is by defeating thc
enemy.”

The Karabakh Self Defence
Force took the military initja-
tive for the [irst time in the
five-year war, and by the end of
March captured a large area of
Azeri territory around the
town of Kelbajar. It cffectively
established a second corridor
between the enclave and
Armenia. Last May, il opened a
12-kilometre supply corridor
to Armenia running through
the former Azeri town of
Lachin.

"We don't want to take con-
trol of Azeri lerrilory,” said

===

frustration, resentment, dis-
may and disinterest among the
officers of different Cadres ex-
cepting BCS (Admin) Cadre.
Because, under this system, 65
per cent and 60 per cent posts
of Deputy Secretaries and
Joint Secretaries, respectively,
are reserved for BCS (Admin)
Cadre and only 10 per cent
and 20 per cent of these posts,
respectively, are reserved for
other 26 Cadres. Moreover, al-
though no quota was fixed for
the posts of Additional
Sceretaries and Secretaries,
more than 90 per cent that are
occupied by the Officers of BCS
(Admin) Cagre.

Therelore, taking into ae-
count the dismay and frustra-
tion which in turn lead to inefl-
fictency and disinterest on the
part of the prospective officers
of different Cadres, the pre-
sent government should rein-
troduce SSP and posts under
this Pool should be filled in by
the most efficient and merito-
rious officers of different
Cadres after qualifying in the
open competitive examination
which is to be conducted by
the PSC. In this context, we do
appreciate the government's
step to constitute a commit-
tee, headed by Mr Nurul Huda,
honourable State Minister,
Ministry of Establishment,

Sarkissian in his chart-strewn
command centre in
Stepanakert, the capital ol
Karabakh, "but we had to se-
cure our western flank and to
protect the Lachin corridor.
That was the reason for the
Kelbajar of offensive.”

Fierce [ighting next broke
oul in northern Karabakh at
the end of March and contin-
ued through April, with heavy
losses on both sides. The
Karabakhi militia now claims
to control BO per cent of the
Martakert region in north-
eastern Karabakh and much of
the Shaumian region in the
north.

Many of the villages taken
by Azeri forces last June are
once again in Armenian hands,
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which will look aflter the ser-
vices anomalies and we would
request the committee to anal-
yse the real situation that pre-
vails in respect of appoint-
ments in senior services and
hope that the committee
would look after the situation

neutrally and give a proper
guideline in this regard.

Md Saiful Islam
92/A, Sobhanbagh, Dhaka

Overbridge at Tejgaon

Sir, Due to location of a
truck station near Tejgaon rail
gate, pedestrians simply can-
not move from one side to an-
other, neither can other vehi-
cles — for lack of footpath and
passage. The problem was
brought to the notice of the
relevant authorities but no ac-
tion towards its solution has
yet been taken.

However, we like to pro-
pose that an overbridge should
be constructed from Farmgate
to Tejgaon "Satrasta”™ termi-
nus/crossroad. This may in-
volve a considerable expense
but would certainly ease the
problem to a greater extent,
and pay off in the process.

M A Mobin
Survey of Bangladesh, Dhaka

The Azeris still hold the
wheatllelds of eastern
Karabakh and parts of the
south around Hadrout. The
theatre of war has since
switched to south-easlein
Karabakh, beyond whose bor
ders Azerl forces began to
mass during April.

Though not officially at war
with Azerbatjan, Armenia is
supporting Karabakh's struggle
for sclf-determination.
Technical supplies and fuel are
being delivered to Karabakh via
the Lachin corridor and
Armenia continues to [eed the
enclave from its own much
depleted electricity supply
(Armenia’'s only power source,
a gas pipeline through Georgia,
is regularly blown up by Azecrd
commandos inside Georgia)l.

Fidathner, or frecdom
fightcrs, from Armenia and -the
scativred Armenian diaspora
also pour into Karabakh. They
arc men like Serap Serobian,
recently killed in battle. At his
carnation-strewn graveside
stood family members, among
them his son holding a photo-
graph of his hero father. Also
there was [ellow [ighter,
Telman Hakobian.

He said: "The situation in
Karabakh is very bad, but'were
going back to fight. There are
hundreds of volunteers and
we'll fight till Karabakh and
our‘vtluw Armenians are [ree.”

Flghting alongside the local
farmcrs in the trenches just
beyond Martouni in south east-
crn Karabakh are Armenians
from Iran, even Turkey,
Armcnia s traditional enemy.

"Objectively, the Azeris are

Uon, we eagerly promote a re-
strictive life-style of withdrawal

from the global mainstream and
ook fnward where the heavy
hands of our past historical
animosities come immediately
o the forefront. Consequently,
we find hatred in place of har-
morny and agonies of the van-
quished stemming out of
poverty. Always the political
vultures are waiting behind the
wings lo carve out thetr pound
of flesh well within the immedt-
ate short term at the cost of
what is good and human.
Molitics is the last resort of the
worst scoundrel — we have
proved it times without number
in this subcontinent

Paresh and Hiren, | do not
know where they are today. |
nmly hope and pray that they
have not passed on the expert-
cnee of terror fwhich is my
shame of Purana Paltan) to the
next generation. Inevitably it
would turm into hatred. Same is
true of the three young boys at
the Bombay Madrasah who will
not, | fervently pray as a fellow
Muslim, transmit their agonies
on to those who are yet unborn
so that violence and hatred
must not thrive in the subcon-
tinent.

In support of my hope and
prayer, | wish to furnish a sim-
ple argument: If one Europe
afler centuries of war could be a
reality today, why cant we at
least live in peace and harmony
in this subcontinent? Why must
we look only at the past? Let us
look forward to the future into
the next century and ensure a
better world for our children
and grand-children,

We Fight till We're Free,” Say Armenians

much stronger,” said Monte
Melkonian, a third generation
Californian Armenian now
commanding Karabakhi forces
in the Martount sector. "But
we've got the motivation. A lot
of the enemy are conscripts.
Our force is made up entirely
of volunteers "

From the [ront Hne can be
heard the increasingly insis
tent boom of Azeri artillery |5
kilometers te the south, It is
hard 1o believe Lhese men
coukl vithstand a strong Azert
attack Thetr unilorms are
ntasant workclothes and
Soviet army castofls.

Most of their guns and all
their heavy weapons have been
captured from the enemy. Yet
all around i1s evidence of their
successes. the tail plane of a
shot-down jet fighter and,
stranded in no-man's land, a
gutted Soviet tank, its turret
askew and its cannon tilting
skywards.

This is a cruel conflict in
which 3,000 have died and
countless thousands been
made homeless. Both sides
have been inflicting terrible
suffering on population centres
with the indiscriminate use of
long-range Grand maultiple
rockect-launchers and both
sides, according to the
International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC), are taking
civilian hostages.

Until last year, Stepanakert
was subject to daily shelling by
the Azeris, Though the town is
now securely in Armenian
hands, many people have fled
and half its buildings have been
razed or damaged,

In the latest peace initiative
Azerbafjan has so [ar given no
indication that it will accede to
demands for the self-determi-
nation of Karabakh. And
Armenia is unlikely ever to
abandon support for the lib-
cration struggle of the enclave.

— GEMINI NEWS

DAVID ORR is an Irish free-
lance journalist.
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Dhaka University to confer

picts the real picture of what
had happened on this historic
occasion.

One young teacher of the
university told me that on the
day of rehearsal it was so ar-
ranged that stafl members of
junior cadre would occupy the
gallery at the first floor of the

Curzon Hall. On the convoca-

announcement that seats for
all teachers have been ar-
ranged inside the main hall
and none needs to go upstairs,
Was this announcement moti-
vated /engineered? This should
be immediately looked into,
Who authorised the announcer
to make that announcement
which disrupted the entire
sitting plan much to the in-
convenience of senior staff
members and officials?

It's beyond me to under-
stand why adequate planning
was not made ahead of time,
True that on this occasion, the
university authority didn't get
enough time to make the
preparation but what about the

inaugural function on the oc-
casion of Diamond Jubilic cel

ebrations? The invitation 1o
this momentous evenl was ex
tended the previous day
through television and radio
Some distinguished guests
remarked that, "had 11 not
becn for love of the unfversity

\E short notice.”

honorary D Sc degree on Nobel
laureate Professor Salam, de-

tion day, as the procession was
getting ready there was a brief

DU : Poor Management

A S Islam

Mr S M Ali's commentary of
the special convocation of

Another most interesting
thing with us is that we [orget
our inconveniences as soon as
we pass through them. On the
following day we are least
bothered to rectify the situa-
tion. Mr Ali has rightly said
that acoustic problem was al-
ways there since the day of
commission of the hall but
none would take initiative to
equip this historic hall with
modern device to make it
acoustically sound. Let us hope
that the university authority
would take immediate steps to
modernise this hall with all
kinds of facilities like aircondi:
tioning and those for simulta-
neous translation.

[ can’t help mentioning the
gross printing errors which
marred the nice citation read
oul on the occasion of confer-
ment of [D Sc degree on
Professor Abdus Salam. Some
of the mistakes like nowledge'
were 50 obvious thal ft was ap-
parcnl to even a casual ob-
scrver. The other niistakes
such as ‘thearetical’, ‘signifint’
fnstead of theoretical, signifi-
cant, and the spelling of the
same word like 'centre’ in two
dilferent ways (centire and
center] would pain anybody to
whom the glorious tradition
and the prestige of Dhaka
University take precedence
over anything clse.

The university would find
among 1ts stall members a
large number of workers who
would be too glad to extend
their wholehearted coopera-

we wouldn't have come at such "tion to make such functions a

grand success
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