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Apology

We regret to say that due
to 1epeated er ﬁ A
last night, we are unable to
produce our normal 12-page
issue today. The weckend
magazine section, which will
carry several features on Kazi
Nazrul Islam, will be included
in our paper tomorrow. We
apologise lor any inconveni
ence caused to our readers
and patrons. —Edijtor

NEWS BRIEFS

Pak actress
Rani dead

KARACHI, May 27: Rani, a
renowned Pakistant film and
television star, died here loday
after a three-week {liness, the
official Aasociated Press of
Pakistan (APP) said. Rani, 50,
whose real name was Nasira,
acted in more than 150 films
in her 30-year carecr, the
agency said. After her
with former ericketer Sarfraz
Nawaz, she virtually retired
from the big screen to focus
her attention on television
roles, reports AFP.

Reception

, Chai Xi, press secretary of
the Chinese Embassy iIn

Bangladesh, held a reception
at the chancery here yesterday
evening. Zhang Xujlang, the
new Chinese Ambassador, was

- a minor
, died when hit by lightning
at village Pashchimbag under

:cm‘l‘lnj thana on Sunday.
victims are Mobin (18],
Sabu (16) and Subal [7). Local

will
remain closed on June |, 2
and 3 for holy Eud-ul-Azha, re-
ports BSS.

Benazir Bhutto (right) meets Pakistan's former interim premier Balkh Sher
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Benazir boycotts parliament session

ISLAMABAD, May 27: Pakis-
tan’'s newly-reinstated Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif won a
sweeping victory in a crucial
vote of confidence today after
Opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto boycotted the emer-
gency session of parliament,
report Reuter, AFP.

Diplomats said the triumph
removed lingering doubts over
Sharil's parliamentary strength
a day after a historic Supreme
Court decision overtu his

- dismissal by President Ghulam

Ishag Khan last month.

Sharif won the confidence
motion with 120 votes. Three
late arriving members of the
National Assembly, including a
former junior minister who
quft Sharifs government last

month, added their names to
the list. Five dissidents from

Bhutto's PDA also voted for
Sharil.

Bhutto, her Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party and defectors from
Sharif's Pakistan Muslim

party, who had formed
the carelaker government al-
ter Sharif was sacked last
month, boycotted the session.

The combined Pakistani
opposition would wage a polit-

ical struggle against the gov-
ernment in order to force new

elections, Bhutto said.

The political crisis can be
resolved only by holding clec-
tions,’ she told a news conler-
ence after a meeting of oppo-
sition groups.
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Wednesday's Supreme Court
decision, Bhutto said, ‘'what-
ever the legal decision, the
people must get a chance to
give their verdict.’

The Minister for Parliame-
ntary Affairs, Amir Hussain,
called the motion at an emer-
gency session of the House,
saying, "The house expresses
full confidence in the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif.”

Members rose to their feet
to show their support. :

There are 120 votes for the
resolution and the motion is
adopted,” Speaker Gohar Ayub
Khan said. Deputies thumped
their benches in celebration.

AL had needed 109
voles lo win a confidence mo-
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Mazari at her
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Nawaz Sharif wins vote
of confidence

tion in the 217-member house.
"Now real democracy has

been restored in Pakistan,”

Sharifl told the, House. "Truth
has won and falsehocod has
been defeated.”

The Prime Minister re-
pealed his call to the opposi-
tion to join forces to curtail
powers that President Ishagq
Khan used to sack both Sharif
and Bhutto.

"l hope il cooperate
with us we will be able to solve
Pakistan's problems.” the 45-
year-old Prime Minster said.

On April 18, Ishaq Khan
dismissed Sharif on of
nepotism and terrorisi his
opponents and d the
National , using pow-

Sce Page 8 Col 7

Benazir feels
uncomfortable’

ISLAMABAD, May 27:
Embittered by a Supreme Court
decision that returned her polit-
ical foe to power, Benazir
Bhutto threatened Thursday to
resign (rom the National
Assembly, reports AP,

"l feel uncomfortable going
back to such a iament” Ms
Bhutto declared, "I never ac-
ce its ;

P;fm,hﬁpﬁhg;utm and her
left-leaning Pakistan People's
Party boycotted a vote of confi-
dcnce which Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif won Thursday.
Also the session were
dissident members of Sharifl's
Pakistan Muslim League.

Sharif got 120 votes in the

2 17-member body, with eight |

abstentions by the small but
powerful religious parly,

Ms Bhutto's dreams of a
political comeback were dashed
Sce Page 8 Col 6
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lu Star

For the first time in the
country, a private agency has
chartered an aircraft for com-
mercial operation, paving the
way for private sector airlines in
future, aviation sources said
Thursday.

Borak Travels (pvt.) Ltd., the
gencral sales agent for Aeroflot,
in nt with the national
carrier, Biman, chartered a
Russian-made TU-154m air-
craft, operating between Dhaka
and Kuala Lumpur since May

The move :{lm amid
tremendous rush of passengers,
mostly Py zadeshi workers
ing to Malaysia and
with the accident of Biman's
DC-10-30 aircraft at the Zia
International Airport earlier this
month.

The chartered 160-seat air-
craft from the Aeroflot initially
started with one flight a day but
for the past three days it has

| Wages must be linked
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Private agency charts
new horizon

By Asiuzzaman

been ferrying Bangladeshi pas-
sengers twice a day.
The L was con-

sidered by some aviation ex-
perts as a “litmus test” for a
private sector airline in this im-
South Asfan nation.

Borak Travels placed the

] to Biman when several
i Skichre
with visas for sia got
stranded because of lmited
flights to Kuala Lumpur, one
Biman official said. He added
that Biman accepted the pro-
posal, on certain conditions,
because the national carrier
fafled to te num-
ber of flights to Malaysia with
its own aircraft. .
The Malaysian High
Commission in Dhaka issued
more than 10,000 visas since
May 1 ahead of the May 24

ers to enter into that country,
See Page 8 Col 4

with productivity : PM

CHHAGALNAIYA, May 27:
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia today expressed &h:r;h-
solve to carry forward -
tics of production and devel-
opment to rid the nation of
poverty and match it with
other developed countries, re-
ports BSS.

Addressing a huge public
meeting at Chh Pilot
High School field, she said that
the BNP e-joys tremendous
popularity and it would leave
no stonc unturned to remove
the vast problems of the peo-
ple asking them to involve
themselves with the ongoing
development activities.

She said accountability is a
must in a democratic system
apd added her
would ensurc ft at all levels.
Wages mhust be linked with
productivity, she said, adding
those would get more benefit

govermment - —tey

and wages who would produce

Eﬁt those who would be
found responsible for the loss
of their industrial units would

profitable.

Ci examples of Ja
and Thailand which
achieved tremendous
in a short period, she said
Bangladesh could also be
turned into a coun-
4l we all work unitedly
with and dedication
and avoided the path of de-
struction and disorder.

See Page 8 Col 4
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‘Number of Bangladeshi students

More than 2,400 Bangla-
deshi students have gone to
attend universities in the
Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States (CIS) on a self-
financing basis since 1991,

Talking to The Daily Star
on Thursday, Igor N Sarkis-
sian, education attache at the
embassy of the Russian
Federation, said that this fig-
ure indicates a sharp rise in
recent years compared to the
fact that only about 2,000 stu-
dents from this went
o the erstwhile Soviet Union
on scholarships during the
1972-91 period.

After the disin of
the Soviet Union and the for-
mation of the CIS in 199]
there were about 400 Bangla-
deshi students left in the
former Soviet republics. Of
them, 280 were in Russian

He added that the Russian
government is continuing to
provide them with the schol-
arships until they complete
their education, while noting
that many have since com-
pleted their courses.

However, he pointed out
that the Russian government
and other CIS governments
have stopped providing new
scholarships to foreign stu-

joined .
and Ukraine while the others

Star Report

dents since the break-up of
the Soviet Union. Foreign stu-
dents are now allowed to at-
tend institutions in the CIS
only on a self- basis.

“There have been lot of
requests from Bangladeshi
students for attending univer-
sities in the CIS under the
new rules,” Sarkissian saild.

While 542 Bangladeshi
students went to the CIS dur-
i 1991, as as 1,500
::nl in 1992 m.m 400
during the first five months of
1993.

Nearly 90 per cent of the
Bangladeshi students have
universities in Russia

are attending universities
mostly in Azerbaizan and
Uzbekhistan, the embassy offi-
cial noted.

The average cost of attend-
ing academic institutions in
the CIS is about 1,600 US dol-
lars per year which includes
tuition, room, board and even
health insurance expenses.
Howcver, a student on a shoe-
string budget can manage
with just 800 dollars a year at
some institutions.

Sarkissian noted that since
all universities continue to re-
main state institutions and
supported by government

in CIS rises sharply

nts, expenses of all stu-
ﬁll. including foreigners,
are subsidised.

Although the universities
in the CIS can now admit for-
eign students directly, he
said, three Bangladeshi firms
have been designated as con-
sultants to recommend eligible
students for admission in aca-
demic institutions in the for
mer Soviet republics.

Trade Empire, Surma
Educatjon Consultants Com-
pany and Druzba Overseas
Company were engaged by
Inkorvuz, a Russian education
ministry organ dealing wilth
the admissior: of foreign stu-
denta in the CIS, to check
transcripis and other papers
of applicants before recom-
mending them for admission.

There are also a number of
unauthorised firms, claiming
to represent universities in the

ClS, operating in Bangladesh
against whom allegations of

fraud have been levelled.

Some Bangladeshis are us-
ing the student visas o enter
Russia as a transit point for
going to western Europe.

Sarkissian advised all stu-
dents secking admission in
universities in the CIS 10 con-
tact the Russian embassy o

See Page B Col 8
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Sharif's return
to power

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yestérday wel-
comed the reinstatement ol
Nawaz Sharif as Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan terming the
Pakistan Supreme Court
verdict as an assertion ol the
rule of law and democracy, re-

BSS.

*The verdict of the
Supreme Court has reasserted
the rule of law and democracy
in Pakistan”, Begum Zia said in
a message sent to Pakistan
premier Nawaz Sharif.

The Prime Minister also fe-
licitated Nawagz Sharif on the
reinstatement of the National
Assembly and his democrati-
cally-elected government in
Paktstan.

"l also congratulate you on
the renewed confidence en-
trusted upon you by the
National Assembly of Pakistan”,

Zia said.

Begum Zia expressed the
hope that the existing [riend.
ship which so happily charac-
terised the relationship be-

tween Bangladesh and Pakistan
would grow stronger in the
years (o come.

She also wished Sharils
good health, happiness, long
life and his continued services
for the wellbeing and prosper-
ity of the friendly people of
Pakistan.

No alternative to
movement: Hasina

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday alleged that the "ineffi-
ciency and faflures” of the BNP
government had pushed the
nation towards a “devastating
crisis”, reports UNG,

“There is no alternative to
movement. We must unitedly
stand against repression and
violation of the constitution by
the government. We must
voice our protest,” Hnsina told
an extended meeting of her
vouth front, the Jubo League.

The Awami League
President said the lsw and
order situation has deterio-
rated alarmingly and the econ-
omy has been shattered during
the rule of the present gov-
ernment which has now begun
a false campaign against the
opposition (o cover up Iits
"misdeeds”.

Recalling the aims of the
anii-autocracy movement,
Hasina said ple had ex-
pected that their welfare will
be the prime concern of the
government. "But what are we
observing? .... The country is
being governed in the same au-
tocratic style of the past. The
power has been concentrated
in the hands of the same
vested groups.”

The Opposition leader al-
leged that the BNP which
came to following an
"entente” with Golam Azam
and Jamaat had betrayed the
blood of the martyrs.

It is the inherent character
of the BNP to betray the causes
of the people and the nation,
Hasina observed. "We arec not
surprised at BNP's betrayal
with us in the parliament. The
main of the BNP is to
stick to power,” she said.

Hasina said the ruling BNP
has no capability to pretect
democracy. She said due to
inéptitude of the government,
dr:;:: is now at stake de-
spite "unprecedented” cooper-
ation from the Awami League.

She accused the adminis-
tration of misusing Anti-
Terrorism Act the op-
position, inchuding the leaders
and workers of Awami League
and its front organisations. She
sald her party workers were
being arrested on "false” alle-

gations throughout the coun-
try

Hasina alerted her youth
workers about a "conspiracy”
against the Awami League and
called for foiling all anti-Awami
League designs by strengthen-
ing the Jubo League.

Elections erase Khmer Rouge from
Cambodia’s future: Sthanouk

PHNOM PENH, May 27:
The idea of the Khmer Rouge
joining a government of recon:
ciliation seemed dead today
after head of state Prince
Norodom Sthanouk said the
success of UN-run elections
had crased the radicals from
Cambodia’'s future.

“We are a Sthanoukist party
What Sihanouk decides, that is
what we do.,” You Hockry,
cabinet director of the royalist

opposition party Funecinpec,
told Reuters on Thursday .

Funcinpeec, a French
acronym for National Umnited
Front for an Independent,
Neutral, Peacelful and
Cooperative Cambodia, is ex
pecied 1o do well when ballot
eounting started on Saturday
after six days of voting

The party,
Sihanouk's son Prince
Norodom Ranariddh, had,
during the election campaign,
pressed the idea of a reconcili-
ation government.

Such a government would
have included the Khmer
Rouge. which has dropped out
of an all-laction peace pact, re-
fused to participate in the
clections and done everything
it could, including viclence, to
keep Cambodians from voting.

Despite the Khmer Rouge

cent ol
refused to
be intimidated and cast their
votes in the first multiparty
clection in Cambodia for
decades.

Prince Sthanouk said on

Wednesday the huge turnout
was a historic defeat for the

led by

Maoist guerilla faction that
would remove it f[rom
Cambodia’s future,

The Khmer Rouge put
Cambodia through a Maoist
revolution In the 1970s thal
killed a million people
through execution, discase,
starvation and forced labour

It was driven f[rom power
by a Vietnamese invasion in
1978 but remained a powerful
military force and for this rea
son was included in the UN
PEACE Process. .

Prince Sthanouk said the
government thal would
emerge [rom the election
could decide whether or not
to Offer the Khmer Rouge a
role.

You Mockry said there was
no possibility of the Khmer

Rouge joining a government,

but he still felt a role could be
found for younger members ol
the group not linked to Pol
Pot's genocidal rule.

‘If we can bring Khmer

Rouge in te slop war, we
should work on that,” he said.

Pol Pot and other leaders ol
the “killing [lields” years
should be isolated, he said, but
added: “For some other people
intellectuals, those not in-
volved In genocide, we wel
come them to play a role in
national reconstruction. We
should do that

He reiterated that
Funcinpec would also work
with the Cambodian People s
Party ICPP), political arm ol
the Vietnam-installed govern
ment ol Prime Minister Hun
Sen.

Ogata invited to visit

yanmar :

Myanmar Home Minister Lt.
General Mya Thin yeslerday
said that the repatriation of the
Myanmar refugecs would be
completed "as soon and as
quickly as pousible,” reports
BSS. |

Talking to newsmen at the
Zia International Alrport ending
his four-day official goodwill
visit 10 Bangladesh, he suid the
Rohingya rel s would be
repatriated till the last man.

Asked lor his message to the
Myanmar refugees, Mya Thin
said, "Come back and build the
nalion.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury saw his Myanmar
counterpart off at the airport.
Present, mmn%wnm were Lhe
Acting Home tary Saflur
Rahman, Myanmar Ambassador
to Bangladesh Soe Myint and
the Bangladesh Ambassador to

Mya Thin

Myanmar Mustafa Faruque

The Home Minister
said his visit had been “cent per
cent successful.”

“We came here on a goodwill
visit for bettef relations, among
not only two brothers but also
two twins. Our purpose has
been fully mhltwtr." he said.

The Myanmar Home
Minister, replying to a query,
said that the Myanmar govern
ment had invited the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees Dr
Sadake Ogata.

“We have invited Dr Ogata.
The visit will take place at a
mutually convenient date,” said
the minister.

Asked by what time his
country expected the repatria-
tion to be completed, he said, .
"as | said before, we would ke

See Page 8 Col 7
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JEDDAH, 27: The ur-
gency for greater unl:yh:nd far-
ther s . bonds

of friendship among the
Muslim nations was empha-
sised at a meeting between
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and King Fahd Bin

President Biswas, who is on
a visit to Saudi Arahia for per-
forming Hajf. arrived in Jed-
dah Tuesday. He was accom-
panied by Begum Biswas and
Chiel Election Commissioner
Justice Abdur Rouf and other
members of his :

During the meeting two
heads of state views
on a number of national and in-
ternational issues including
the sufferings of the Muslims

in Bosnia-Herzegovina and in
Azerbaijan.

President Biswas said that
an excellent relationship ex-
isted between Saudi Arabia and
Bangladesh and under the pre-
sent democratic government

See Page B Col 3

Akhteruzzaman's
ad-interim bail
-cancelled

A High Court division bench
yesterday cancelied the ad-in-
terim bail of Akhteruzzaman
Babu, MP, granted by the
Sessions Judge, Dhaka on May
5. and directed him lo sur-
render before the Chiel
Metropolitan Magistrale,
Dhaka, within June 12, reports
BSS,

The bench comprised of
Justice AKM Sadek and Justice
Mahfuzur Rahman.

Earlier Akhteruzzaman
Habu, one of the accused in the
Humayun Zahir murder case,
was granted ad-interim bail on
surrender by Nasiruddin,
Ahmed, District and Sessions
Judge, Dhaka, on May 5.

the order by
Sersions  Judge, Dhaka, the
government filed a criminal
revision application before the
High Court Division for cancel-
lation of ad-intertim bail to
Akhicrzzaman.

After hearing both the gov
crnment and the accused the
High Court division set aside
the order passed by the
Sessions Judge, Dhaka.The
Awami League, MP, was
wanted by the peolice in con-
nection with Advocate
Humayun Zahir murder case.
Hurmayun Zahir was shot dead
in front of his Dhanmondi res-
idence on April 8.

Two minor
boys drown
in city

By Staff Correspondent

Two schoolboys drowned
in a poad at Natun Paltan.
Azimpur, in the capital Thurs
day.

The boys were identified
as Atiqur Rahman, 12, and Al
Amin, 9. They were students of
Class VI and IV respectively of
the Natun Paltan Line High
School. family members said

The tragedy took place
when the two frlends went lor
a swim in a pond inside the
Irant gr at Natun Paltan
— just beside the school — dur-
ing their tifin break at | pm.

Witnesses said that some
local people recovered the
bodies from the pond after
about an hour.

was the son of a busi
nessman Abdul Mannan Mollah
of 52, Peelkhana Road while Al
Amin resided at 38/16 Axi-
mpur, Chhoto Daira Shartl. His
father, Mobarak Hossain, is
also a businessman.

Triangular clash
leaves 38 hurt

in Chokoria

From Qur Correspondent
COX'S BAZAR, May 27 Al
least 38 people, 1nc|ud:a:
eight policemen, were inju
in a three-pronged clash necar
the Chokoria thana complex
Th afternoon
mlanh followed sit-in
programme of the Chokoria
Unnayan Sangram Parishad
which called for development

of the area and tion of
the Thana Nirbahi Officer
(TNO).

Witnesses said that the

clash ensued after an armed
group. opposing the sit-in pro-

me, attac the people
who laid siege to the thana
headguarters at around J pm.
It Nared up as police resorted
to baton-charge on the clash-
ing groups. they added.



