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Plea to halt ethnic
cleansing in Bosnia

Sprakers at a seminar in
Dhaka on the Bosnian crisis
Wednesday urged the interna-
lional community to take cen-
crele measures towards halt-
tng cthnic cleansing against
Bosnian Muslims by the Ser-
bian aggression, reports UNB.

They termed the role of the
West as  duplicitous and said
the West, always claiming to be
the champions of human
rights. remained callously in-
diflferent to the atrocities in
Bosnia with its sterile debates
and hall hcarted measures.

Unless this genocide s
stopped, Doanta will remain a
threat to human civilisation,
they told the seminar on
"Bosnia: A Scar On Civilisation”
organised by the International
Relatiwons Alumni Association
(IRAA) of the Dhaka University.

Workers Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon, MP,
Malaysian High Commissioner
in Dhaka Ahmed Fuzi Haji
Abdul Razak, French Amba-
ssador Jean Michel Lacombe,
Democratic Forum leader
Barrister Amirul [slam and
IRAA General Secretary Quaszi
AK Refaul Huq were among
thos¢ who took part in the
discussion.

IRAA president and Food
Secretary ATN Shamsul Haque
chaired the seminar at the
ICMA auditorfum sponsored by
the Bengall daily Bhorer Kagof.
Chairman of the International
Relations Department Ramzul
Hiug presented the keynote
paper

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
lalukder, in a written state-
ment, said Serbian persecu-
tion of the Bosnian Muslims
cquated with Hitler's holo-
caust; Stalin's mass slaughter
and Yahya Khan's genocide,

Refuling the argument that
the Bosnian tragedy was
stratogically insignificant,” he
said it was challenging to
global survival from ecological
disustler, terrorism and other
transnational scourges.

Harrister Salam Talukder,
who was supposed to attend
the scminar as chiel guest,
could not come on health
grounds. His statement was
reacd out at the seminar by the
IRAA gencral secretary.

About Bangladesh's stand on
tHe issue, Barrister Talukder
who is also the Secretary
General of the ruling BNP, said
the government was abiding
by the sanctions against Serbia,
sdoptled in the multilateral
iora

We have offered to send
medicine and tea to Bosnia-

Herzegovina and offered schol
arships to their students in our
universities,” he added.
Workers Party leader Ra
shed Khan Menon said Serbian
atrocity against the unarmed
Bosnian Muslims had already
surpassed that of the Nazis
against the Jew community
during the Second World War.
Menon was critical of the
Western inaction towards end-
ing killings, rapings and con
centration camps by the Serbs
in Bosnia. He referred to the
use of force against Iraq in the
Gulf War and said the West is
playing "double standard” with
regard to

"Although the West cx-
presses concern at the viola-
tion of human rights in Bosnia,
it is not wiling to take deci-
sive action there becausc they
don't [ind narrow economic
and military interests,” the
Workers Party MP said.

Food Secretary ATM
Shamsul Hague observed that
massacres of Bosnian Muslims
was one of the blackest chap-
ters in human history. "Hitler's
spirit is haunting in Bosnia.”

Malaysian High Commissio-
ner Ahmed Fuzi Haji Abdul
Razak said Serbs adoptled the
strategy of persecuting the
Bosnian Muslims, simply be-
cause they are Muslims.

“It's not a matter of the
Muslim community, but a
question of entire humanity,”
he said, adding that the trage-
dy has endangered human
civilization.

French Ambassador Jean
Michel Lacombe said, “France
was deeply involved in any ef-
fort to put an end to massacres
of Bosnian Muslims by the
Serbs as a ent member
of the UN Security Council and
member of the EEC.The West
is handicapped by lack of dis-
agreements among them over
approaches and strategies,” he
mentioned.

France will do its best to
prevent the massacre, but
some weslern couniries are
opposed to use of forces, argu-
ing UN pecace-keepers sta-
tioned there would come un-
der attacks by the Serbians,
the ambassador said.

Democratic Forum leader
Barrister Amirul Islam said
human rights in Bosnia had
become unfortunate victims of
narrow politics of the Western
powers. Erosion of great values
like human rights in the West
with regard to the crisis has
disappointed the rest of the
world, he said.

Pre-budget seminar

Cut expenditure in
unproductive sectors

Sprakcrs at a seminar in
Dhaka yesterday demanded
drastic reduction of expendi-
ture in unproductive sectors
thru' formulating appropriate
policy, reports BSS,

Economic policy should be
furmulated in such a way that
would benefit the majority
along with giving necessary
support to the new entrepre-
neurs, participants at "prebu-
dgel seminar”™ at the Jatiya
Press Club observed. Organised
under the auspices of the
Bangladesh Economic Associa-
tion, the seminar was divided
into lwo-session — presen-
tation by panel of speakers and
open discussion.

Prof Anisur Rahman, presi-
dent of BEA was in the chair,
Government offictals, academi-
cians, university teachers, re-
scarchcrs and students took
part in the discussion.

AMM Nasiruddin, joint
commissioner of taxes, called
for long-term pol formula-
tion to lcad the nation for ac-
tual growth, instead of half-
hearled, temporary and adhoc
measurcs to overcome instant
problems. He suggested trim-
ming the size of the govern-
menl, imposition of tax on real
¢state and fresh investment in
industry and protection to im-
port substitute industry from
the impact of free flow of
goods under so-called trade
liberation.

Dr Kazi Meshbauddin, joint
chicl, pianning commission,
asked better coordination of
various branches of the gov-
ernment in budget preparing
and noted that performances
and objectives of different
ministries should be criterion
ol revenue allocatfon. Incre-
mental basis which is pra-
ctised now leads to inflation;
he added.

Dr Meshbauddin advoeated
highcr allocation for man-
power development in the
revenue budget, where be-
iween 60 to 70 per cent are
spent on salary and allowances.

Prof Mainul [slam of the
Chittagong University called

lor correcting the government
policy so that indigenous in-
dusiry do not suffer. He said
because of faulty policy,
smuggling is encouraged and
national economy 1s ruined. He
criticised continued extension
ol subsidy to non-pruductive
scotors and demanded that

necessary suppo

to agriculture whlch still con-
tinues to be the major em-
ployer,

Prof Abdul Bayes of the
Jahangirnagar University tak-
ing part in the open discussion
said that law and order situa-
tion has to be improved to en-
courage investment. He said
eflorts have to be made to cut
bureaucratic red tapism.

Biru pal, a columnist,
suggested preparation of alter-
nate or parallel budget much
ahead of budget presentation
for fullscale discussion so as to
contribute in budget formula-
tion. He said discussion im-
mediately before the budget
presentation would serve no
purpose,

Dr Atiur Rahman of Bangla- '
desh Institute of Development
Studies said bureaucracy and
some other factors are the
major hindrances to invest-
ment. Unless these were sor-
ted out, the desired invest-

ment would never be achieved,
he added..

Bangla Academy
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Chowdhury had been in-
volved in 'anti-Liberation activ-
ities' during the War of
Liberation, the Jote leaders
said, "and presently he fs in-
volved with all the reactionary
elements of the country, in-
cluding the Jamaat-Shibir.”

"The government, before
going to power, had promised
us many things including up-
holding the spirit of the
Liberation War. Instead, it has
glorified the enemies of the
war,” he said.

"Our movement {s not
against the government,” Faiz
clarified, "but against the
wrong-doings of the govern-
ment. If the governgment is
democratic, then it must re-
spect what the people want or
do not want."

The appointment of Chow-
dhury has insulted the Bangla
Academy, an institution built
with the blood of Salam, Barkat
and other language martyrs,
they said, and urged the

government to immediately
remove him.

the carnage in |
Bosnia. |
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M anmar Home Minister Ll. Geaeral M}u Thin called on Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

Zln at her office yesterday.

PM: Rohingya
From Page 1 Col 4

cussed other bilateral issues
and expressed satisfaction
over st development of
relations between the two
neighbours. They agreed to
promote border trade to the
mutual benefit of the two
peoples.

Additional Forcign Secre-
tary Mohiuddin Ahmed, Myan-
mar Ambassador to Bangla-
desh Soe Myint and Bangl-
adesh Ambassador to Yangon
Mustafa Faruque Mnhammnd
were present.

General Mya Thin is due to
leave Dhaka for home today.

— PI1D photo

Corrupt.lon-free banking
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our vast unemployed popula-
tion ," she said.

In the CBA eclections of the
Sonali Bank the full panel of
the Jaityatabadi Sramik Dal

winners.

Congratulating the newly-
elected CBA representatives
the Prime Minister called
upon them to work for the
welfare of the le, particu-
larly the working ;

She said,"We want to ensure
socio-economic emancipation
of all the classes, including

The function was also ad-
dressed by Energy and Mineral
Rescurces Minister Khondoker
Mosharral Hossain, Siate
Minister for Cultural Affairs
Jahanara Begum, Jatiyatabadi

Sramik Dal President Iskander
Ali, Gencral Secretary Nazrul
Islam Khan, Vice President
Nazrul Islam, the Sonali Bank
Employees' Association presi-
dent BN Banker lossain and
Mahmudullah Chowdhury.

The employees' assoclation
handed over three sewing ma-
chines to the Prime Minister
for distributing those among
the destitutes.

peasants and labourers.”

Agitating nurses and police on guard scuffling over the possession of a banner in front of

the Bangladesh Secretariat yesterday.

Nurses, lensmen
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them, witnesses said.
Leaders of the nurses’ as-

sociation eventually submitted
their me um 1o the au-
thoritics concerned after the
situation was brought under
control.

Meanwhile, the nurses, at a
rally held in front of the Jatiya
Press Club, protested the po-
lice action and set a June 5
dcadline for meeting their
demands. Otherwise they
threatencd to go for a greater
agitation.

Permanent craft
village in
Sonargaon soon

The government has de-

cided to set up a permanent
‘craft

village at the Bangladesh
Folk Art and Crafts Foundation
complex in Sonar

gaon near
Dhﬂkﬂ. following

the successful
holding of a three-month tem-
porary craft village programme
at the complex from Nov '92
to Feb '93, reports BSS.

Some facilities including
casy-term loans will also be
provided to the artisans to en-
courage them.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the board of
trustee yesterday at the con-
ference room of the Cultural
Ministry with State Minister
for Cultural Affairs Prof

i uhan.-lrn pr[um in lh‘. thlir ‘U dent

— Star photo

Pak court restores NA
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confidence. "This is a historic
day,” he said.

"We will see how much
strength Nawaz Sharil has in
the house,” opposition leader
Benazir Bhutto said before [ly-
ing to Islamabad from Karachi
shortly after the decision.

Sharif held a late-night
emergency cabinet meeting to
dint:uu policy.

government will con-
tinue with the economic poli-
cies it was practicising before
the dissolution, as the care-
taker rnment was com-
mitted to and as the interna-
tional community has praised,”
Sharif said in an interview.

He filed a petition with the
court after Ishag Khan dis-
missed him on charges of
nepolism, terrorising his polit-
ical opponents, -economic
mismanagement and handing
out business favours to friends.

It was the first time the Pak
Supreme Court has upheld a
petition against a presideritial
dissolution of parliament.

Sharil was thc third Prime
Minister to be dismissed since
Zia gave himself the power as
president to dissolve parlia-
ment under a 1985 constitu-
tional amendment.

The court judgement said
all decisions of the five-week
caretaker government werc
valid and should be upheld.
After sacking Sharif, the Presi-
installed .an interim

coalition government in which
Bhutto was the major partner,
"The political reality is that
the people and the country
want fresh elections to choosc
a representative government,”
saild Bhutto, dismissed as
Prime Minister by Ishaq Khan

‘on similar changes in 1990,

She has charged that the
1990 clections which brought
Sharifl to power after her elec-
tion werc with Ishaq
Khan's consent by the care-
tiker government he hlad ap-
pointed,

Meanwhile, India said today
it was closely watching devel-
opments in Islamabad.

Prime
Narasimha Rao was quoted by
local news ncies as saying,
‘We will wait and watch the

development as it unfolds in
Pakistan.’

Free Azam before
Eid: Jamaat

Jamaat-e-Islami yesterday
demanded release of party
Chief Prof Golam Azam before
the ensuing Eid-ul-Azha. In a
joint statement, Jamaat lead-
ers Shamsur Rahman, Moulana
Abul Kamal Muhammad Yusuf

and Moulana Motiur Rahman
Nizami, MP said the High

Court declared Azam a citizen
of Bangladesh by birth and it is
the duty of the government to
relcase him showing respect °
reports UNB.

o the verdict,

Jubilant supporters of Nawaz Sharif in Islamabad alter announcement of the Supreme

Court verdict yesterday.

Minister P V-

Dhaka-Tehran sign
MOU on air
service

A memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) on air services
between Bangladesh and lran
was signed here yesterday f{a-
ciiitating the national airlines

of the two countries to operate

one flight each a week, reports
LINB.

The fre of flight will,
however, be revised and in-
creased depending on growth
of traffic between the two
countries.

Officials said the MOU was
signed at the Biman Bhaban
following a two-day meeting
Irantan del-

n and officials of the Civil
Aviation and Tourism Ministry.

Time extended
for renewal of

route-permit

Government has extended
the time for renewal of route-
permit and fitnéss-certificate
of vehicles including update
of tax-token without fine tili
June 30, reports UNB.

The decision was taken to
ensure overall discipline in
rad and road transport sec-
tor besides earning revenue,
said a PID handout

Owners of motor- vehicles
are advised to updntc their
taxes, route-permit and fit-
ness-certificate of their wehi-
cles within the specified
time.

The owners who could not
update the above documents
in time for different reasons
‘will not be charged any fine
E;Jnﬂd:d t pay the princi-

tax and as specified in
the rule on or before June 30.

Chakma
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arr speedy repatriation of
all Chakma refugees to
Bangladesh in full safety and
security.”

The Chakma , from
the Khagrachhari, district of
Bangladesh, now in camps in

bordering south Tripura dis-
trict of Tripura state in south-
east India since April 1988,
are keen to return home,

The official-level meeting,
originally set for May 19, to
work out the details of the
repatriation following the agre-
ement during the Bangladesh

i |'Communications Minister’s

visit had to be rescheduled due

to" floods in Agartala, the
capital of Tripura.
The Bangladesh team,

which comprises the Special
Allairs Division Secretary Nas-
rullah Khan, Joint Secretary of
the Home Ministry M A
Mannan, and Director, South
Asia Desk, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Saiful Ameen Khan, is
scheduled to retum on Friday.

CPB split
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both factions, the assets
include its central office on a

. big plot of land in the city's

Purana Paltan area, a printing
and computer processing cen-
tre along with the weekly
Ekota, a major share in the
Jatiya Sahitya Prakashani — a
publishing house in the capi-
tal— and several acres of land
in the district towns of

Chittagong, Khulna, Barisal,
Rangpur and Comilla.

Apart from these, the party
owns a huge sum of money.
According to a central leader,
the party owns assets in cash
and kind worth about Tk 18
crore.

The party earned Taka 50
lakh by selling a piece of land
in the city's Motijheel
Commercial Area in 1988.

The CPB came to own these
assets over the years mainly
through donations from dedi-
cated party leaders, workers
and sympathisers. It also re-
ceived funds from the former
East bloc countries led by the
Soviet Union.

Earlier, the reformists
lanned to form a trustee

rd, representing both  fac-
tions, to vest in it the authority
for the assets of the 45-year-
old party.

But the hardliners argued
that the reformists could not
lay any claim on the assets
since dedicated partisans had
donated these to the party to
carry forward communist ide-
als.

Sources in the party said,
the reformists had now de-
parted from their previous
stand to avoid any tussle over
the party assets.

The fact that the hardliners
had sent their representatives
to the four-member body
formed to assecss and divide
the party assets, suggests that
they acknowledge the re-
formists’ share.

The commitlee,
yet to meet.

On the question of holding
two separate council sessions,
the hardline faction was yet to

however, is

decide its slince, sourccs
said,

Sources clos 1o the control
commission ol the party — a

body that mediates in dispulcs
within the organisation— fcit
that there was no eption the
party but to hold separals
councils to avoid the risk of
physical clashes between the
supporters of the two factions.

| driver.

DHAKA THURSDAY MAY 27, 1993

The Midnight Filc

UNCotmcﬂtoendome

PHNOM PENH, May 26: The five permanent members of
the UN Security Council plan to convene a new international
conference on Cambodia within two weeks 1o endorse the re-
sults of the election and to determine the course of interna-
tional presence in Cambodia, diplomatic sources said ,
The meeting would lkely to be held in Phnom Penh and

would "endorse the result of the election ”

a critical factor in

getting aid flow quickly to the new government, an Asian
diplomat said. The conference would likely to take place
about 10 days after the result of the elections which are ex-
pected in the first days of June, they said, reports AFP.

Russian communists call
constitutional confce

MOSCOW, May 26: Leaders of Russian cormnmunist party to-
day announced they will hold a constitutional conference on
June 3 to rival the assembly called by President Boris Yeltsin.

Hardline Deputy Gennady Sayenko told a news conference
that communist party representatives would meet 10 “discuss

the situation in Russia in connection with the u

June

5 constitutional conference to be held in the Kremlin,® re-

ports AFP

Bid to kidnap Kashmir Met

office director : 7 killed

NEW DELHI,

May 26: Scven

people were killed In the

strifetorn northern state of Kashmir as Indian troops fofled a
kidnap attempt by Muslim rebels, the Press Trust of India
(PT1) reported today. A state official told the news agency in
Srinagar, Kashmir's summer capital, that soldiers had pre-
vented an atiempt to abduct the director of the state weather
office in a downtown Srinagar area on Tuesday, reports AFP.

What next in Pak politics?
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Ishaq Khan — servant of the
state, authoritarian, vindictive
and little given to compromise
— has never Sharif for
his shows of independence or
his efforts to curtail the pow-
ers the President used under
the constitution to dissolve the

The fight between the two
men took an irrevocable
course when un the day after
the dissolution Nawaz Sharif
said the preside had re-
soried to low blows and
"conspiracies” against his lnv
ernment.

The unprecedented court
decision was particularly
galling for the President, and
also, though less directly, af-
fects ex-premier Benazir Bhu-
tto who threw her support
behind the chief of state.

Ishaq Khan in turn put five
of Bhuttu's le, ineluding
her husba Asif Zardari, in

the interim government he in-
stalled illegally accordin
the court — after the Ap
l:lillnluthm
s verdict was a stun-
0 for #hlrllr..ﬂn has
is popularity iIn
together tens of thou-
sands of supporters and
demonstrators in the country's
main cities to protest the
presidential decision.

But the premier must find a
way to win over less friendly
forces — he had ranged against
him the governments and the
assemblies. of Pakistan's four
provinces, including his home
state of Punjab which holds 656
per cent of the country’'s popu

lation, w backroom ma-
noeuvers titled ﬂf nmjﬁ]t}' in

favour of the President.

The possible role to be
played by the armed forces, of-
ten considered the invisible
hand pulling the political
strings in Pakistan, remains
unclear even if it appears sure
that the head of ‘the army,
General Abdul Waheed, a mili-
tary father figure, will stick
with the President who .ap-
pointed him in January aflter
rejecting names proposed by
Sharif.

What does scem clear is
that the first act must be
played out in the National
Asscmbly, whose President, a
Sharil ally, has convened it for

One shot dead
in Jhenidah

JHENIDAH, May 26: A
young man, falall_-,r injured
when miscreants fired on vil-
lagers at village Nansa Tuesday
night, died at Jhenidah Sadar
llospital this afternoon, re-

poris UNB.
The victim was identilied as

Hafizur Rahman (18}, a van

rnved

Thursday.

Among the scenarios envis-
aged in the parlament is an
"impeachment” motion against
the President, or a censurc
motion against Shartl himsell.

Sharif was, just before the
dissolution, sure of the suppon
of a majority of the ties
but some of them could have
been enticed since than to the
presidential camp.

The resignation of Ishaq
Khan is also among the possi-
bilities, as is the desperale
throw by a President at bay of
fmposing a state of emergency,
even though he said late
Wednesday he would respect
the count's decision.

A state of emergency would
suspend basic rights guaran-
teed by the constitution for a
period of at least four months.

Tiger
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pointed out that those who
were alleged to have been
killed by the tiger or tigers in

the range were all poachers or
intruders involved in unautho-

riséd collection of woed, gol-

patta leaves or prawn fry. M
one of the victims was a stall of

the Forest Department.

Moreover, the Forest
Department officials argued
that the victims could have
avoided the tigers if they had
moved in large bands instead
of small isolated groups of two
or three persons.

The depariment also feels
that there could be more than
just one responsible for
the attacks on human beings in
the area. It also fears that if the
particular area where such in-
cidents of man-eating has been
concentrated, were to be
cleared of the tigers, then ft
would invite the other no less
dangerous evil of illegal en-
croachers.

Meanwhile, residents
around the Chandpai range are
reportedly passing sleepless
nights as the prowling tigers
often raid the villages in
search of cattle and goats, .
sources said.

Khasru Chowdhury, an envi-
ronmentalist working in the
area on tiger behaviour, said
the particular tiger responsible
for most of the killings in the
Chandpai region is a resident
of Katakhali and is an over-
sized, enfeebled male with a
defective front paw.

He said three tigers had
been killed previously at
Joimoni, Baidyamari and
Gilarkhal as a result of which
these areas have become void
of tigers. The Katakhali tiger,
according to him, is now
roaming the Chandpai region
killing human beings at
random.

CARGO FACILITIES

DHAKA -KUALALUMPUR -DHAKA

WE ARE OPERATING REGULAR DIRECT FLIGHTS
TO DHAKA-KUALALUMPUR-DHAKA ROUTE FOR
ONE MONTH AS SCHEDULED BELOW:

FLT NO. DEP

DAC
KUL
DAC
KUL

BG 074 A

BG 075 A
BG 074 B
BG 075 B

TIME
0100
0730

1200
1830

i
KUL

DAC
KUL

DAC

TIME .
0620
0900

1730
2000

Interested parties are requested to contact

 BORAK TRAVELS (PVT.) LTD.
(GSA-Aeroflot & Asiana Airlines)

12, Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka

Phone:

861996, 239930
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