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APE has been used
since the beginning of
the conllict on a large
as a means of imple-
menting the strategy of ethnic

R

scale,
clcansing and to increase
inter-ethnic hatred.
Paramilitary groups arc said
to be responsible in most
cases. The victims are mainly
Muslim but also Serb and Croat

WOTeen,

Known pregnancies
Iti g
rape in 1992

Through interviews with
physicians and a review of
medical records from six ma-
jor medical centres in Zagreb,
Sarajevo, Zenica and Belgrade,
the team of experts was able to
identify 119 pregnancies re
sulting from rape during 1992,

Croatia: In one major
hospital in Zagreb, 28 preg-
nant women refugees from
l3osnia and Herzegovina (6
from Priedor, one of them 15-
year-old) personally stated that
they had been raped; 25 of
them were admitted to the
hospital for early abortions.
One late abortion was
performed. Two victims
deltvered bables. In the second
hospital visited by the team of
cxperts in Zagreb, there were
seven Kknown pregnancies
resulting from rape. Two
women delivered babies; four
are expected to give birth in
carly 1993, one had had an
abortion (term unknown).

Bosnia and Herzegovina:
In Zagreb, medical information
was obtained regarding a hos-
pital in Tuzla, where, in 1992,

45 pregnancies were known to,

The Trauma Lasts for Life

Persuant to Commission on Human Rights resolutions and Tadeusz Mazowieky, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human fights in the lerritory of the former
YWWlmdebmmmandm The leam was composed of four experts: Dr

Greta Forster (Genitourinary Specialist, UK), Or Perran Moroy

Turkey), Or Eizabeth Murphy (Psychiatrist, USA) and Dr Shana Swiss

(Women's health and human rights, USA). Mrs Chafika Mesiem, Director of the United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women, accompanied the team during
the mission which was carmed out from 12 10 23 January, 1993. The team spent lour days in Croatia (Zagreb and surounding areas, including Karlovas). Hall of the
team then went to the Federal Republic of Yugosiavia (Belgrade and surrounding areas, induding Loznica) and the other half spent two more days in Zagreb and four
days in Bosnia and Herzegovina (Sarajevo and Zenica).

Rashed Mahmud Titumir of The Daily Star compiled the excerpis from their submtied report for ‘Women on the Move

have resulted from rape. In 41
cases, abortions were per-
formed up to 20 weeks of

pregnancy. Four women were
more than 20 weeks

due to rape and did not re-
ocive abortions.

in the largest gynaecologi-
cal clinic in Sarajevo, the
number of known pregnancies
due to rape in 1992 was 15;
14 ol these were terminated
through late abortions, while
one resulted in delivery.

At the gynaecology clinic in
Zenica, 19 pregnancies were
known to be the result of
rapes,

Federal Republic of Yugos-
lavia: At one specialist mate-
rnity hospital in Belgrade,

there were [ive recorded cases
of pregnancy due to rape.
; i sbiorel f
delivery data
Croatia: According to data
obtained in one of the two ma
jor hospitals visited in Zagreb.
68,521 infants were delivered
and 4,615 abortions per-
formed in 1992. In the sccond
hospital, 4,039 inlants werce
delivered and 4,100 abortions
performed in 1992 (as com-
pared to 3,103 deliveries and
3,000 abortions in 1991). In
both hospitals, the total num-
ber of abortions and deliveries
increased in 1992. lowever,

the ratio of abortions to deliv-
eries remained approximately

the samwe as in 199], accord-
ing to the physicians in charge
ol both hospitals’ gynaecology
departments.

Bosnia and H :
In 1992, the number of abor-
tions performed at the clinic
visited by the team of experts
in Sarajevo had doubled in
September, October and
November (400-500/month)
compared to pre-war rates
[approximately 200/month). At
the same time, the number of
patient visits decreased by hall.
This means that there were ef
fectively four times the num-
ber of abortfons in thosc
months compared lo pre-war
rates. Doctors noted an in-
crease in late l:rminal:lnnn ol

e —

pregnancy beginning in
Septcmber 1992.

Spontancous abortions
(miscarriages) also increascd
in Sarajevo. This was thought
to be due both to lack of avafl-
ability of food as well as to psy-
chological trauma.

In the clinic visited in
Zentca, 1,489 carly abortions
were -performed in 1991,
2,108 in 19092, There were
632 abortions performed in
the first half of 1992 and more
than twice as many abortions
in the second halfl of the year,
1,474, with 712 abortions per-
formed in December, 1902,

In Zenica, there were 4,300
deliveries in 1991, In 1992,
there were 3,900 deliveries. ln

cipality of Iljas.

was a di

there two days.

oners being tortured. Once,

daughter cried and

death. e

| was captured on 26 May
house. | was with two other refugee girls from Visoko. — J and
N R We were captured by ten men in camouflage uniforms;
they had "lily" insignia on their caps. They put us in a truck
and took in an unknown direction.
camp. We were detained in a basement with small windows; it
rty, damp and cold place. They raped us immediately
on arrival; groups of them raped and beat us. | remained

MYnmiaEK.lmbnm 11 July 1968, Nisic, muni-

1992 in the forest near my

They drove us to Breza

| was then moved to another building, another room where
there were five women and girls: two Nadas, Rosa, Mira and
Ola. | was in that room until our release on 15 August 1992,

We were lortured simply by taking us to watch other pris-
they forced a father to rape his

daughter who was about 17 years old. They beat them but
both father and daughter refused to do what

was only when they pressed a knife to his throat that his

begged him to do so in order not to be
killed. He eventually did it and 1 do not know whether he was
killed later on, but nnynnc who leaves that prison is a l!vlng

they were told. It

MOMENA

A Barefoot Midwife

O outsiders, 35-year-
I old Momena Haque is
just another poor and
landless woman. Like millions
of other women in rural
Bangladesh, Momena's life is
one jong struggle, relying on
the uncertain wages her hus-
band earns as a casual labourer
and a little income from rais-
ing a few goats and hens or
from selling vegetables. With
no education herself, she tries
to made a better life for her
four daughters aged between 1

and 10 years.
In her own ‘village of

Bothefrpara in Kurigram dis-
trict, northern Bangladesh,
Momena is someone

As a dal or Traditional B‘:lrth
Attendant, her services are
much in demand when neigh-
bouring village women are

.......

aboul to give hlrth H.lthuugh
dais haye performed this role
for centuries, nowadays they
are vital actors in improving
the health of the poor.

RDRS, the development
programme of the Lutheran
Worid Service in Bangladesh,
has recognized the potential of
this {raditional health care
network in the community.
Since 1991, they have trained
over 1,500 dais throughout the
region to improve their service
and help ensure the health of
mother and child.

Momena has been a dai for
3 yeats, learning the basic
skills from a neighbour,
However, it was only when
RDRS gave her a short inten-
sive training about two years
ago that she really began to
make a useful contribution,
Each year, RDRS trains about
1,100 traditional birth atten-
dants — offering each a one-
week course. Children at their
most vulnerable time. Durin
1992, RDRS-trained dais at-
tended 16,011 births.

Momena acts as barefoot
midwife for her entire village
of around 1,500 people. Her

job 1s to visit pregnant moth-
lﬁa regularly, to advise them

and encourage them to attend

in thc vﬂl

that

to parents on diet, health and
hygiene to help
good work at birth s safe-
guarded as the infants grow up.

own name. With her family,

edge that can mean the differ-
ence between life and death

£ children. As

antenatal clinics for check-ups.
She is also present at birth to
assist the mother and her fe-
male relatives. Most would-be
mothers buy from Momena a
special kit which RDRS has
developed to ensure safe deliv-
ery. A total of 5,200 were used
during 1992.

Training local dais in this
way brings many benefits.
Since she started, Momena has
been present at over 100
births and is proud of the fact
that no mother of baby which
she treated has yet died. Since
in Bangladesh, 6 mothers in
every 1,000 die in childbirth
and 85 bables in every 1,000
do not survive, it is clear that
traditional birth attendants can
make a vital difference.

Along with her good work

s

age, formal training
from RDRS has also helped
earn Momena the respect of
her community. Now she is
welcome in every house. Like
other dais, she is not paid for
her services but she does ac-
cept meals or small gifts from
. grateful neighbours.

Momena herself takes great
pride in her work, and plea-
sure in being able to help poor
women just like hersell.
"Children are a joy for the par-
ents, so [ feel | become part of
joy." She also gives advice

ensure her

Momena can barely sign her

she lves a very modest life ek-
ing out a bare living. Yet
Momena has skills and knowl-

for her neighbours and their
part of the com-
munity they serve, barefoot
midwifes like Momena are a
vital part of RDRS s health ef-
forts to improve life for the
poor.

)

— RDRS Futurfj

Y the beginning of the
70s the world commu-

nity, consisting mostly
of educated males and a few of
their enlightened fellow
female citizens began to take
more notice of the subordinate
status and position of women
in relation to men. This came
to be reflected both na
and {nternationally,
formulation, ado linn and
gradual, though nnt always
effective implementation of
policies and programme of ac-
tion intended to improve
women's socio-economic con-
dition. Thus the past two
decades witnessed a nurglnﬁ
number of studies, researc
reports, surveys, seminars,
conlerences, symposia, work-
shops, models, plans, action
programme initiated and or-
ganised at the local, national or
international level either by
the ts concerned or
the now well known NGOs or
various international agencies.

Under the banner of the
United Nations the world
community celebrated 1975 as
the international ar of
women and starting from that
year the next ten years as the
International Decade for
Women, governments have
come forward to take up spe-
cial programme focusing on
women as target groups; sepa-
rate ministries were created
with substantial funds at their
disposal. Not to be left behind
academic institutions all over
the world set up new d
ments, faculties or schools
women's studies.

Last but not the least in the
field. ¥ Women themselves,
apart from working in collabo-
ration with their male coun-
terparts started forming their
own groups, associations and
organisations again at all three
levels. And the process moves
on towards more articulation

and hopefully greater fulfill-
ment.

This has been good as far as
it goes. So much loud noise
and publicity have succeeded
to some extent at least in cre-
ating, a degree of awareness of
women's issues among our pol-
fcy and decision makers the
overwhelming majority of
whom, make no mistake, are
men. But the question remains
— how much light this heat has
generated? The reaction of
men -— particularly among the
conscious section of society —
has undergone some changes
in recent years, but male atti-
tudes have not changed
enough to alter the picture
significantly.

It may safely be said that
despite some rro gress mnd:
in a number of field
inequalities
thqu placlén lﬁthtmimw
and politics — in short in so-

clety at large still persist. Many

for

in the .

Testimony of an untold story

We were fed by pieces of modly bread or macaroni, proba-
bly leftovers, and a soup which was in fact slops.

We, girls and women occupying that room, could not talk
to each other since we were never alone; there was
someone of them with us both when we worked and when we

were in the room.

They constantly mentioned a name Euh.

a alias.

They kept asking themselves whether he would be satisfied

by the way
hughednlthcydldln

and how much they beat and raped us.They

Later on, when | returned home, | heard that Kula was the
warden and that he was from Semizovci. | never saw him.

When | was freed, the five

girls who were with me in the

room were also released. Twe of them committed suicide
immediately after their release and the rest of them left the

village with their parents.
pregnant and their

set us free because we were

mtnmhupptﬁmL
| am horrified of confined spaces and | wish to go back

home as soon as possible.

Deposition made on 6 November 1992 at the Gynaecology-
Obstetrics Clinic in Belgrade, 26 Visegradska Street.

Women in the Market Place

and varied are the w
which women are st np~
pressed maltreated and ex-
ploited.

Today we propose to takc a
brief look at our aspect of male
behaviour towards women in.
Bangladesh. Since carming a
profit lies at the root of all
economic activities under a
free market economy it is
quite natural on the part of en-
trepreneurs to take reecourse
to questionable methods for
the maximisation of their prof-
its. This urge or compulsion,
to be sure, has been such a
characteristic feature of human
behaviour sinces time im-
memorial so much so that it
may safely he regarded almost
as instinctive as any other ba-
sic human trait. Driven by this
instinct our profithunters have
been indulging in the selling of
women with incredible enthu-
sfasm. Modern technol has
vastly increased their a .
power and range. With the
h:lp of this improved technol-

eLan: in a position to
mﬂnipu te the mass media at
their will. Modern mans media
affects not only urban women
but all women as well as all
men. In a society like ours
with barcly 25 per cent liter-
acy rate the print media is
quite reasonably much less
powerful than the electronic
media. And the danger his
there since ignorant people
tend to be swa more easfly

the former Yugoslavia women
historically deliver in hospi-
tals, and Zenica is a referral
hospital for a large area in
Bosnia and Herzegovina that
includes 2.5 milllon people,
from Dobej and Knojte to
Bugojno and Kupres. fea,
Irhk.‘F'l had a pnpuTthn of ap-
proximately 145,000 people
according to the 1991 census,
has received an influx of
230,000 refugees since the

war began.

Federal Republic of Yu-
lavia : Despite a decline in
ve births, numbers of early
lnd late abortions remained
rclatively stable from 1984 to
1992 at one of two specialist
maternity hospitals in Bel-
grade. The ratio of abortions to
deltveries ranged between 0.5
and 0.7 between 19084 and
1992. A total of 4,200 early,
and 438 late abortions were
performed at this hospital in
1992. During the same year,
238 applications for late
abortfons were received by the
Appeals Commission for the
entire city.

Under-reporting
It is not possible to know
precisely the actual number of
rapes or the number of preg-
nancies due fo rape that have
occurred.,

Nevertheless, because the
under-reporting of rape is so
profound and the source of
documented cases was only six
hospitals, the 119 documented
cascs suggest that the inct-
dence of rape in the conflict
in the former Yupillvh has

by Zaheda Ahmad

lation dailies and wecklies
here.
The point media’'s use and

abusc of women in their drive
for sales promotion becomes
much more blatant and aggres-
sive on the part of the myriad
of weeklies with which the
market is now saturated.
Barring a few, most of these
are not worth the paper they
are printed on. From cover de-

_sign to content planning many

of them exhibit a flagrant ten-
dency to make capital out of

by the tremendous appeal of
the electronic media.

In this way media is in a
position to shape public opin-
fon, personal bclicfa ideology
and attitudes. Quite uﬂ:n most
pcople forget that the press
here as, elsewhere is owned,
with our or two exceptions, by
private capitalists and the
electronic media is wholly
controlled the ruling party
between whom there exist
visible and invisible linkages

gre ) d:-!l-l'J'

dents lacking in news value.

ucﬁsath:mﬂ or ncanda]uu: ind-

In this respect they are a-
very close cousin to the gutter

press of the west known as the
tabloid which thrive on the
triple recipe of scx, sensation

under the existing power
structure, So in a deeply con-
servative and mostly ignorant
society the views, prejudices
and above all the class inter-
ests of the minority — the rul-

‘ing classes-come to be ac-

cepted by the majority.
Therefore, media often acts as
a conservative force in society
— a force which secks 1o pre-
serve the status and guard
against major not to speak of
radical changes, whether in
relation to class or sex, Since
name calling would be rather
inappropriate we shall refrain
from doing this but at least
discerning section of the
newspaper reading public is
well aware of the particular
roles played by the mass circu-

and spori. [lappily for us, some
of these appear on the market
as quickly as 1 vanish —
here at least the laws of the
markct al a welcome restraint.

But the mischiel of the
media does not end here, Who
can deny that over august film
industry stands head above
shoulders over the print media
so far as commercialisation of
our womenfolk is concerned.
No onc can beat them in this
game. With sickening regular-
ity our film industry is chumn-
ing oul the mad house of out-
rageous, fantastic yarns every
year,

It is proofl enough, Il any
more in nceded, of the extent
to which rampaging capitalism
can go in search of quick prof-

its by throwing away into the
winds all consideration of art,
taste, decency, decorum, real-
ism or people’s welfare. Capital
in the hands of our film barons
has turned into the monster
that if often is. No wonder, the
fate that our womenfolk suflers
in their hands every day beg-
gars description. Women in
these films are presented as

two f[amiliar stereotypes —

good or bad. The women

are depicted as ideal, suffer-
irtg sclf-denying, lclf-tffacm;

mothers,  wives, sisters or
daughters who know no sacri-
fices as too dear to make for

*the wellare of their male rela-

tions.

The supreme ambition for
such a good women in mar-
riage; the height of fulfillment
is the birth of a son. This pat-
tern is _endlessly repeated the
model yof motherhood and
wifchood, extolling the time-
honoured virtues the ideal
Bengali woman who submits Lo
the prescribed role and never
becomes a rebel.

But the heroine would not
pull a box office hit if she is
not at the same time a sex
symbol — hence the sex object
role of women gets such
prominence in these films. By
perpetuating the stercotyped
images of women, by trivilising
and dehumanising them our
films have done and are doing
untold damage to our women-
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linked to p

tance of
O For healt

should wait untfl their
before having another baby

Becoming pregnant before the age of 18 or
after the age of 35, increases the health risks
for both mother and child

O Every year over hall a million women die from
regnancy and childbirth, leaving
million motheriess children. Most of these deaths could be

prevented by acting on teday’'s knowledge about the impor-

i nt before the age of 18. A woman
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O For the health of both mothers and children,

behind over one
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child is at least two years old

O Chiidren born too close together do not usually develop
as well, physically or mentally, as children born at least two

years apart.
-0 nmdh“mummﬂ:h-*h-d

of a
child under the age of two is the birth of a new baby.
Brmtiwding.toputmnﬂdcnly -ndthemthu‘.er-
time to prepare the 4 needs. Also,
lhnuynﬂthlbhhﬂnl}:m hild the care and
attention he or she needs, during fliness. As a
result, the child often fails 1o grow develop properly.

O A mother's needs two years to recover fully from

and ch rth. The risk to the mother's health is

therefore if the next birth follows too closely upon
last. The mother needs to give herselfl time
strength and energy back before she becomes

O If a woman
ered from a previo
that her new will be born too
weight. Low birth-weight bables are less

Shnlhrly not on the
same scale the in-
dustry is reducing our women-

folk to mere commodity serv-

ing and promoting the profit

making interests of our en-
treprencurs overtly sexist ad-

in by the industry and business
houses, scores can
be cited — in the advertising of
clothes, cosmetics, house hold
goods — where a women is
promoted to prospective male
buyers as a mere commodity,
her worth measured in terms

of appearance figure and age.

This commercialisation of
the female from as an
reduces the woman to an ob-

of huts and not a person o

respected. Advertisements
that make use of women usu-
ally fall under two categories:
those that tract them as sex
objects and those that present
them as the stereo for fit
to be only within the walls
of the home and the kitchen.
While men are as
successful profess and
important decision makers
women in many advertise-
ments are shown as mere
housewives who need to know
the quality of house hold prod-

insecticide.

By hnkin‘ at those com-
mercials one tends to get the
impressfon that women gen-
crally are busy with caring
about their pml looks and
physical forms only. It is as if
the characteristic features of
“femininity” Hes in A
coyness and
To be a successful, real
woman, one has to be a
"glamour queen" capable of

her fellow citizens.

m our
tht pohtl::-l 1, is E
respectability to lur:h a
damaging motion of woman-

hood. A woman, frrespective of

To be a successful,
real woman, one has
to be a "glamour
qgueen” capable of
captivating her fellow
citizens. Sadly, it
seems, our presentday
leadership, particularly
at the political level, is
lending respectability
to such a damaging
motion of womanhood.
A woman, irrespective
of her profession or
occupation, is first of all
a human being, a full
person in her own
right, no more no less
than her fellow male
citizens. :

her profession or occupation,
is first of all a human being, a
full person in her own right,
no more no less than her fel-
low male citizens.

And the role of the mass
media is of tremendous impor

tabiimiing this Tt X ':'."’oi'.;
said in of the media

that it is but a mirror of the
existing social realities obtain-
ing in a particular society. But
this is not entirely tone. It is
linked 6n a two-way relation-
ship with society as it both al-
ipl::ianndltﬂ:mﬂmh
affected by the soctety iIn

question. It can explain and
shape social realities by the
way it chooses its farc and the
methods it employs to present
them. Also the media, as long

as it s held captive in thcmp
of mpacious capital cannot play
its role freely and judiciously
in the interests of all women
as well as of men.




