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UNDP report otserves

Market economy, democmcy
not quite enough

By Staff Correspondent

Ninety per cent el the
world's population have no
control over their lives despite
widespread adoption of market
economy, multi-party democ-
racy and grassroots activities.

The ethnic minorities, the
poor, rural dwellers, women
and the disabled often have
little power to change their
lives.,

These are some of the ob-
servations contained in the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP] Human
Development Report-1993, re-
leased worldwide Tuesday. The
global launching of the report,
the fourth in a series since
1990, took place simultane-
ously in both New Delhi and
W

The resident sentative
of the UNDP in Bangladesh,
Michael Constable, while ad-
dressing a
the occasion of the report's
publication in Dhaka yesterday
said, "The report emerges at a
time of great ferment, when
people all over the world ac-
tively seek their share of eco-
nomic, political and social
benefits.”

He said, "The 1993 report
estimates that fewer than 10

cent of the peoples of the
world actively participate in
events and processes which
shape their lives.”

The report calls for
"people-friendly markets”, al-
lowing people to participate
fully in their operation and to
share equitably in their bene-
fits.

One way of making econ-
omies work better and in-
creasing opportunities for par-
ticipation is to reduce state
regulations, unleash private
creativity and sell of inefficient
publi¢ enterprises, it says.

"Hmr. privatisation is

warns the

Huwm or :mcrf.:pt:it
it may achieve very little.
"Privatisation should be seen as
a means to higher levels of
human development rather
than as an end in itself,” it
said.

Given a chance to organise,
people can improve their lives,

press conference on -

the report says. The dramatic
shift toward democracy taking
place in most developing

" countries has led to an explo-

sion of participatory move-
ments or non-government or-
ganisations (NGOs). NGOs to-

day benefit more than 250

million people compared to
100 million in the early 1980s.

To promote societies built
around people's genuine
needs, the report calls for five
new pillars of a people-centred
world order,

These are a concept of hu-
man security that stresses sc-
curity of people, not just of na-
tions using defence culs to
boost human development; a
strategy of sustainable human
development that centres
around people; partnership be-
tween state and markets o
combine market efficicncey
with social compassfon; ncw
patterns of national and global
governance; and new forms of
international co-operation to
focus foreign aid directly on
the needs of people.

The report reveals the
startling fact that the African-
American population of the
USA gets little benefit ol the
US soctety and economy that it
puts it 30 places behind the
white population of that coun-
try on the human development
index. The US Hispanic popu-
latfon would rank 34 places
behind the whites, making
their lot worse than the popu-
lation of developing countries
like Trinidad and Tobago and
the Bahamas.

UNDP lauds
success of
Grameen Bank

Grameen Bank's success in
extending credit to the rural
poor has been lauded highly by

‘UNDP. The Grameen Bank in

Bangladesh is one of the most
successful experiments in ex-

tending credits to the landless
poor. says the Illuman
Development Report 1993 re-
leased worldwide Tuesday, re

ports UNB.

Pﬂhce baton-charged unruly students who enforced a six-hour ha

in the ciiddhe-mdri-

Malibagh-Eskaton area of the city yesterday in protest at the killing of a student Monday
during a clash with shopkeepers of the Century Arcade.

Govt's decentrahsatlon
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for local action” as the theme
in an attempt to connect, what
it said, decentralisation which
comes about by way of reliance

Michael Constable

on mf'ir.eu with the one that
figures in strategies to alleviate
poverty.

Noting that participation
and decentralisation are firmly
on the agenda of the Fourth
Five-Year Plan of sh,
the report, however, rved;
“There is a distinct lack of
concreteness .., the plan does
not address the guestion of
sccior-based planning in an
cconomy Iincreasingly regu-
lated by market forces rather
than by government Rat.

Advocaling development
through a market-oriented
democracy, the report sug
gested allowing market forces
to determine prices of com-
modities, with the ta-k ol
charity and transicrs lefl 1o the
consumers, and properly
rights sccured.

The rate of growth over the
past decade has been disap-
pointing and poverty reduction
through growth thus remained
out of reach, the report
pointed out.

The report also noted that
the decline of fizzled
out in the '80s while recent
small improvements appear

. “The very poor hawve

The main points of criti-
cisms on the structural ad-
justment policies were identi-
fied in the report as: adjust-
ment policies are not inte-
grated. into the planning pro-
cess; focus is too narrow and
not suffictently integrated to
the Bangladesh context;
poverty cradication is not at
the centre of concerns; pro-
tective mtuu for the poor

desirable reduction of the role
of the state in" a country like
Bangladesh where the private
seclor 1s hardly more efficient
than the public sector.

On planning for human de-
velopment, the report recom-
mended an "all-embracing

- yview of actions, which is a

must, particularly in the cir-

cumstances prevailing in
Bangladesh.”
Substantial improvement

may be expected in terms of
democracy at lower levels
through the creation of elected
bodies which can also serve
the objectives of human devel-
opment, the report pointed
oul

"The newly declared local
governmen! siructure can
work effectively in this diree-
tion if adequate autonomy is
granted at the local levels and
if the government does not use
the local groups politically and
adequatle trained manpower
are ensured,”

The report went on to ad-
vocale close collaboration be-
tween the government and the
NGOs. "It is acknowledged that
local government and NGOs
are natural paritners, that al-
liances are to be sought and
that there can be a good deal
of complementarity.” .

On setting priorities for the
planning process, the report
recommended further devolu-
tion to democratic local gov-
ernment with a view to inten-
sifying the [fight against
poverty.

"Promotling private sector
in the broad sense through co-
operation by the public and
private secters and including
farmers, small entreprencurs,
formal and informal organisa-
tioris, NGOs, stirategies for
Eﬂip}ﬂylﬂfﬂl and scli-employ
ment. including access to basic
needs like education, training
and health as a condition for
improved labour market func-
tfoning are the important
agenda required for the formu
lation of a vision document,” it
added

" On the HD1 ranking table,
Bangladesh's life expectancy is
listed at 51.8 years, adult litcr-
acy rate at 353 per cent and
the purchasing power parily
(PPP) is placed at B72 US dol
lar,

Among the SAARC nations
only Nepal at 152 and Bhulan
at 150 rank below Bangladesh
in the HIDI listing while Shri
Lanka tops the ranking @t 56
The Maldives is at 112

arc not pol!lcy Pakistan at 132 and [ndia at
age; and pq-im-l un- 134
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JAF resents
press reports
on sub judice

matters

The Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi
Forum (JAF]) yesterday ex-
pressed anxiety over the publi-
cation of statements in the na-
tional press on sub judice mat-
ters, reports BSS.

In a statement, the con-
venor and the member secre-
tary of the Forum, Justice T H
Khan ,and Abdul Wadud
Khandker said that some of
the items even contained
derogatory remarks against the
judiciary of the country which
they observed were not only
unfortunate and condemnable,
but also fraught with immense
mischief.

They appealed to all con-
cerned, :up:claﬂ}r the mem-
bers of the bar, to rise to the
occasion and make deter-
mined and concerted efforts to
thwart any attempt from any
quarters to undermine the im-
age of the judiciary.

The JAF leaders empha-
sised the need and importance
of keeping the judiciary above
controversy and said nothing
should be done which might
undermine the image of the
udiciary
; “We nl! should remember
that under our constitution the
judiciary has been rightly as-
signed a very important role
and that is not confined only to
adjudication of disputes be-
tween individuals, but includes
a wide range of matters. The
Supreme Court has been as-
signed the high responsibility
of examining and reviewing
acts and deeds of the executive
and the Jegislative organs.
Thus it is assigned the great
and important responsibility of
maintaining balance between
the different organs of the
state,” they said.

"We feel it in no uncertain
term that the continuance of
the rule of law ts absolutely
dependent upon uninterrupted
functioning of tl':’&]udichry.
Thus the dignity imiage of
the judiciary should be upheld
at all costs,” they added.

Silver haul case:

One on remand

By Court Cnrreapondent

Owner of Lucky Cor
ration at Tantibazar, Sukkur
Mohammad, was remanded to
the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) for four days
Tuesday.

The CID police arrested
Sukkur Mohammad from his
factory Monday with (five
mounds of lilﬂ:r‘vanh about
Tk 30 lakh.

When Sukkur was produced
before the chief metropolitan
magistrate’'s court Monday, po-
lice prayed for seven-day re-
mand for interrogation.

However, the Chief
Magistirate of the Dhaka

granted four-day police re-
rmand.

Malaysia
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of the workers and also the

particulars of the concerned
recruiting agency. The particu-
lars of their flights will also be
notified to Malaysian
Immigration in advance.

"From now on, there will be
no specific deadline for entry
ol t’iﬂnghdcuht workers already
recrufted,” said the hiﬁ:
commissioner, adding that t
decision was taken in view of
the huge number of recruited
workers as well as the short-
age of flights on the Dhaka-KL
rouie.

Due to the deadline im-
posed earlier, the Malaysian
| ligh Commission in Dhaka was
under tremendous pressure to
handle a huge number of visa
applications. Since May 1, the
high commission issued about
11 thousand visas to workers
recruited for Malaysia, the
sources said.

The watver of the deadline
will relieve several thousand
worried Bangladeshis who have
been waft
scals on

Furmpur

ights to Kuala

— Star phntﬂ y

Six-hour hartal in

parts of the city

By Staff Correspondent

Sporadic clashes between
police and students marked
the six-hour hartal in the
Siddeshwari and Malibagh ar-
eas of the city Tuesday.

The students of
Siddeshwari Degree
called the dawn-to-noon hartal
in protest against the killing of
one of their fellow-students.
The scope of the hartal ex-
tended up to the Bangla
Motors crossing.

Kawsar, a first year inter-
mediate student of the college,
was killed during skirmishes
between shopkeepers of the
Century Arcade shopping-cen-
tre and students of the college
Monday over alleged extortion
by the students.

THe shutters of all shopping
centres including the Century
Arcade and Mauchak Market
and the roadside shops in the
area remained down during
the hartal hours.

The road from Malibagh
Square to Bangla Motors was
blocked to traffic movement
from 6 am to 12 noon due to
human-barricades at differenf
points, witnesses said.

In the morning the stu-

College

dents also damaged two cars
which tried to enter the
blocked road, said witnesses.

Police resorted to baton
charges on the agitated stu-
dents when they attempted to
hold rallies and bring out
processions several times dur-
ing the hartal hours. The situa-
tion worsened when they
hurled stones and hrickbats at
the police on duty, witnesses
said,

Meanwhile, Ramna police
arrested four persons for their
alleged involvement in Kaw-
sar's murder. They were iden-
tified as Monir Hossain, Altaf
Ali, Bachchu and Shameem

Kabir Prodhan.
Earlier, the Principal ol

Siddeshwari Dcgree College
lodged a murder casc with
Ramna police accusing three
persons, including Helalu-
ddin Helal, president of the
Century Arcade Shop Owners’
Association, said police.
Autopsy of the body of
Kawsar was donc at the Dhaka
Medical College  Tuesday.
Later, police sent the corpse
to his village— Belna— in

A i DC.10 ninctaf whichoakidded fPiihe runway
while landing May 18 was finally towed to the hangar at
Zia International Airport early Tuesday morning.

Kaliganj for burial yesterday.

DC-10 towed to
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craflt on the runway midnight
Monday and then towed the
cripplel atrcraft several hun-
dred yards to the hangar, paus-
ing for two flights.

Control tower officials toid
The Daily Star there was no
need to close the airport to
complete the salvage opera-
lion.

The DC-10-30, the fourth
widebodied plane in Biman's
fleet of nine aircraft, met with
the accident during landing in
inclement weather. All 123
passengers and 12 crew, arriv-
ing from Jeddah, escaped un
hurt.

Officials said that this was
the first such aecident at ZIA
and the salvage operation was
completed using conventional
mecthods since the atrport
lacked modern recovery
equipment.

The salvage operation was
started on Saturday after rep-
resentatives from the manufac-
turers McDonnell Douglas, en-
gine-makers General Electric
~and insurers lloyds reached

Dhaka and inspected the air-
crafl on site.

The operation was coordi-
nated by an expert from
McDonnell Douglas, Michael
Majerus, the officials said,
adding that the Bangladesh au-
thorities provided the logistic
support.

During the operation, a
1200X58 ft road was con-
structed with six lakh bricks
and 500 trukloads of sand 1o
link the aceident spot to the
FUTW. Y

| e nose of the atrerall was
Plill't'ﬂ on a French-made 4
wheeler Lank transporter v ing

air cushion jacks and t.cn
dragged by a tank commis
stoned by the army

I'he manufacturers and in
surers would start their as-

sessment work from Wed-
nesflay, ollicials said.
“It will take at lcast one

weck to asscss the extent of
damage,” one Biman offlicial
said

Plea to reduce nnport
duty on TV spares

Bangladesh TV Manufactur-
ers Association yesterday
urged the government to
reduce import duty on spare
parts of television sets which
was enhanced recently by
National Board of Revenue, re
ports UNB.

In a press conlercnce
Tuesday alternoon at Jatiya
Press Club, leaders of the as-
sociation said the duty on an
average was only 36 per cent
before it was enhanced to 76
per centl causing sharp rise in
the price of black and white

anxiously to get | iehevision scis.

They said that they
to 45 dollars earlier

paid 38
o Lhe

foreign suppliers as the price
of spare pats of 14 inches
black and white television sets
Hut the' Valuation Division ol
the Customs in Chittagong
fixed the import price at 57
dollars, they added

They thought a large num
ber of televiston set assembling
plants would be closed due to
heavy import duly on spare
parts.

The price of 14 inches
black and white TV is now Tk
4,000. The price will shoot up
to Tk 6,000 i the enhanced
import duty imposed on spare
paris is nol reduced, (hey

acded

Hajj team

leaves

An eight- member high-
level Hajj delegation headed by
State Minister for Religious
Affairs Prof M A Mannan left
Dhaka for Saudi Arabia yester-
day, reports UNB.

The delegation members
during their stay in Saudi
Arabia will call on Saudi King,
Saudi high officials and the
representatives of different
delegations from Muslim coun-
tries and exchange views with
them:. _

They will also look alter the
Bangladeshi pilgrims at
Makkah, Medina, Mina, Aralat
and Musdalefa and ensure nec-
essary facilities.

The other members of the
delegation are Serajul Islam,
MP, Golam Rabbani, MP, Abdul

Wahab, MP, Sheikh Ansar Ali, -

MP, Dr Gazi Abdul Hoq, Sec-
retary General of Bangladesh
Medical Association, Moulana
Mohammad Nurul Islam,
Khatib, Satgambuj Mosjid,
Bagerhat, and Rashiduddin
Zahid, Headmaster of
Motijheel Government Boy's

High School.
Sanjay Chakma
freed on bail

A tribal student leader of
the Dhaka University was rc-
leased on bail today after three
months of detention in the
Central Jail here, reports UNB.

Sanjay Chakma, an Honours
examinee of Political Science
and the Convenor of DU unit of
Chhatra Federation, was ar-
rested from the Jagannath Hall
on March 16 for his alleged
connection with outlawed
Shantibahini.

Chhatra Federation sources
said Sanjay, also a top leader of
Pahari Chhatra Parishad, was
released on bail following their
appeal to the Prime Minisier

Begum Khaleda Zia during a
meeting with student leaders
on May 20.

340 arrested
in Khulna Div

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, May 26: Police ar-
rested moére than 340 wanted
criminals and recovered 20
arms and a huge quantity of
ammunition in the last five
days as part of a country-wide
special operation from ten dis-
tricts of Khulna Division. The
arms include shotguns, pipe-
guns, country-made rifles and
pistols.

According to the additional
DIG, Khulna Range, the opera-
tion, launched on May 19th
last to curb crimes, will con-
tinue. The arms were mainly
recovered from  Kushtia,
Chuadanga, Jhenidah, and
Khulna districts.

Mcanwhile, 134 persons
were detained on various
charges by the police under a
special operation launched in
Khulna city since May 20 last.

Khulna Metropolitan Police
sources said that the operation
has been launched as a precau-
tionary measure to prevent
crimes in the {:it}r as the Eid-
ul-Azha a

Anneﬁ smugglers,
villagers clash:
25 injured

PABNA, May 25: A clash be-
|ween an armed group of
smigglers and the inhabitants
of nver-front village Shadhir in
Sadar thana of Pabna district
today (Tuesday) left 25 people
injured, six of them seriously,
reports UNB.

Witnesses said the smug-
glers, armed with cut rifles
and pipe guns, opened 10
rounds of gunshots at the in-
habitants of Shadhir when the
villagers resisted them in
smuggling Indtan cows by boat
through the lchhamati.

The smugglers escaped
with their boatload of cows

before further help could
reach the village, witnesses
said

Hasina shocked

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina yesterday ex-
pressed her deep shock at the
death of Fatikchhari thana
Chhatra League leader Moktar
Hossain. Moktar, a brillilant
student, succumbed to his in-
juries at the Suhrawardi
Hos yesterday after an al-
leged attack by Jamaat-Shibir

aclivists recently, reports
UNB.

Fazlul Haq
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Ustad Fazlul Haq reccived
the coveted Ekushey Padak
for music.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia jtlt!rtdj con-
doled the death of Ustad Fazhul
I

IIMl]n a statement she recalled
his contribution to classical
music and said his death was
an irreparable loss for the na-
{hon. .

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed her symphathies to
the members of the bereaved
family and prayed for the

peace of the departed soul.

Hcln#hlk State Minister
for Cultural Affairs Prolessor
Jahanara Begum in a condo-
lence message ex her
profgund shock and griel at
the sad demise of the Ustad.

- for a bettcr life.
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NATO backs policy to
contain Bosnia crisis

BRUSSELS, May 25: NATO Defence Ministers backed a
controversial new western policy to contain the Bosnian
confllict today and discussed how lo protect Muslim enclaves

design

ated as "sale areas” with troops and air power. But the

United States told allies at the meeting that tougher options,

such as air strikes agai
beleagu

nst Bosnian Serbs and arming

the

ercd Muslims, should be kept open if the current

strategy [ails to bring peace, reports Reuter,

8 shot dead in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, May 25: Indian security forces shot dead eight
members of Kashmir's most powerful Muslim guerilla group
in a gunbattle today, police and rebel sources said. The eight
were killed in an area around Wullar Lake, nearly 40
kilometers (25 miles) from here, after security forces
launched a combine operation to flush out the rebels, reports

Crackdown on black leaders

JOHANNESBURG, May 25: In pre-dawn raids nationwide,

AFP,

police Tuesday

arrested dozens of leaders in the Pan

Africanist l’.‘.nngrf.'sa (PAC), a militant black group, linked to

recent mass attacks

against white civilians. It was

the biggest

‘erackdown on black political leaders since President FW de
Klerk launched reforms in 1990 (o end apartheid, reports Al
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The Prime Minister empha-
sised on the need for
strengthening the movement
for education and poverty alle-
viation all over the country.

She mentioned that poet
Nazrul through his works had
called for the development of
the country’s women farmers,
workers as well as the working
class people.

*Our solemn duty is to con-
tinue the work for implement-
ing the ideals and dreams of
the poet,” she added.

Spelling out different pro-
grammes initiated by her
government for preservation
of and research on the works
of the National Poet, Begum

Zia pointed out that increased
cxercise of Nazrul's thoughts

might add a new dimension Lo
the renaissance of our national

life. '

The rebel poet's social re-
sponsibilities and conscience
would foster life to the-nation-
building efforts, she said.

Earlier, - the State Minister
for Cultural Affairs presented
the Prime Minister with
copies of the complete works
of Kazi Nazrul Islam publishcd
by the Bangla Academy and
also an anthology of Nazrul's
lyrics and dictionary.

Prof Jahanara Begum said
that the 'government was
pledge-bound to preserve the
works of the poet and promote
those across the boundaries.

Ageing litterateur and edi-
tor of the monthly Saugat,
Muhammad Nasiruddin urged
the government to continue
the development of the Nazrul
Institute.

" PM ; Break cycle

The four-day Nazrul Jayonti
Programme includes musical
sessions, dance-drama, recital,
exhibition and Nazrul 'mela’

Some 26 portraits of Nazrul
by noted painters like Joynul
Abedin, Kayum Chowdhury.
Murataza Bashir, Mostala
Monwar, "Rafiqunnabi and
Hashem Khan were displayed.

A total of 100 photos of
Nazrul and 20 in colour by Dr
Nawajesh Ahmed Iletters,
manuscripts, clothes and per-
sonal belongings of the poet
were also put on display at the
exhibition.

A total of 35 stalls with
traditional - handicrafts were
set up at the Nazrul mela. The
cxhibition and the fair will re-
main open to all from 3 pm to
8 pm till May 28.

After the inauguration of
the national programmes, em-
inent singers including Firoza
Begum, Sohrab Hossain, M

Asafluddawlah, Fcrdousi
Rahman, Khalid Ilossain,

Fatema-tuz-Zohra and grand
daughter of the poct Khil Khil
Kazi rendered Nazrul songs

In the morning, people in
silent procession visited he
mazar ol the National [P'oc!
necar the Dhaka Universitv
Central Mosque.

They placed wreaths and

- offered fatcha at the mazar

The visitors included the
members of the poet’s family
The Vivekananda Shikha-o
Sangskriti Educational and
Cultural Parishad organised a
voluntary blood donation pro
gramme at the mazar ol the
poet. The DU Vice-Chancellor
Prol Emajuddin Ahmed
opened the programme

Barisal doctors
demand police
officer's trail

BARISAL, May 25: Doctors
at a press conference here to-
day demanded immediate trial
of a police officer for allegedly
nssaul a doctor at the Sher-
c-Bangla Medical College
Ilospital, reports UNB.

They condemned the inci-

dent which occurred on
Sunday and urged the authod

ties to cnsure sccurity ol all « -
ficials and employees ol the
medical profession.

They also expressed ihc
determination to continuc
their strike until

mand for punishment of the

police officer is met.

The doctprs went on strike
on Monday after Additional SI’
chmy:tuddin allegedly rou-

- ghed up Dr. Osman Gani over

treatment of his child. The
authorities closed the collcge
for indefinite pertod sincce
Monday as tension mounted
over the incident.

Naval officer

From Page 1 Col 5
eas of the port city since
Jarnuary 2.

Earlier, 19 Navy personnel
including four officers and fif-
teen sailors were dismissed
while five other BN officers
and cight sailors were court-
martial led for their involve-
ment in the incidents.

Sources said the trial by the
court martial had recently
been completed, but details of
the trial could not yet be
known.

A one-man enqguiry com-
mission formed by the rw
ernment with Justice Suitan
llossain Khan into the
incident from January 14 to
February 3 and submitted its
report to the Defence Ministry
in early April, a h placed
source informed this corre-
spondent.

Sources sald some top brass
of the Chit Naval Base
were faulted in
the findings of the inguiry
commission which is yet to be
published.

The Halishahar Adhikar
Punaruddar Committee (rights
restoration committee), mean-
while, in a statement issued to
the press, has demanded the
publication of the Justice
Hossain inguiry commission
reports without further delay.

their de- "~

Y angon releases
25 Bangladeshi

fishermen
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 25
Twenty four Bangladeshi fish-
ermen who were abducted by
Myanmar security lorces, were
released, an official source
from Cox’'s Bazar said today.

The release of the fisher
men who were taken at gun
point from Bangladesh territo-
rial water - recently came aller
a Company Commander-level
flag meeting held on May 22 al
a border oulpost between the
border guards of the two coun-
tries.

Yangon
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ence of over a quarter ol a
million refugees were causing
untold problems on the
developing economy ol
Bangladesh. He said that the
presence ol the refugees was
also creating problems for the
local population.

The Bangladesh Minister
informed his Myanmar coun-
terpart about the memor-
andum of understanding that
Bangladesh signed with the
UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) to involve it
in the repatriation process. He
said the invelvemoent of the
UNHCR remains cntircly non
political and humanitarian in
nature

The ladesh team leader
said that Bangladcsh, as a
neighbour, was keen to de
velop trade relations with
Myanmar for the common
bepcfit of the peoples of the
two countrivs

He also sugpested exploring
the possibilities of trade in
items  like timbor, woeden
poles, bamboos and railway
sleepers from Myanmar and
jute goods, pharmaceuticals,
crockerics, electrical wire,
tofletrics and light industrial
products from Bangladesh.

He said the two neighbours
could explere joint ventures in
the development of fish re
sources and cooperation in
other areas, toq.

The Bangladesh Home
Minister also suggested that
the two countries could ceop
erate in the protection and de
velopment of forest resources
and maintenance of environ

" mental balance.



