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Mine blast kills 2 in Lebanon:

guerillas were killed today by a mine they were pllnling
in:idt Israel's sell-declared security zone in South Lebanon,
security sources said, reports Reuter from Lebanon.

It was not lmmedlnt:iy clear to which group the gunmen
belonged.

The security sources said they were killed when one of
two mines they were planting between the villages of Ain Ibl
and Aita as Shaab blew up.

Fire at Ukrainian N-plant: e ok

out on Friday at a nuclear power ntlt.iun in the former Soviet
republic of Ukraine, hilling one man and scriously injuring
another, local officials said, Reuter from Kiev.

A local official contacted by telephone in the central
Ukrainian city of Zaporizha said nparlu from a welder's torch
ignited hydrogen from a pipe in one of the station's six reac-

tors.
"One welder was burned to death immediately, a second

received serfous burns over 60 per cent of his body," the offi-
cial said.

The station, Europe’s largest with six reaclors, is located
50 km (30 miles) from the city of Zaporizha, which has

900,000 residents.
plunge:

.
23 killed in Egyptlan bus
A public bus plunged intc a canal in northern
drowning 23 people, said a police official, reports Xinhua
from Cairo.

The incident reportedly occurred at Al-Tawfikia villdge in

the Behira Province. Seven others were rescued, including
_ the drivers.

The driver lost control of the steering while nthl:r causes

were not known, the official said.

Hashish seized in Peshawar: .oca

customs authorities seized 7,000 of hashish near
Peshawar, capital of Pakistan's Northwest Frontier Province,
on Friday, Xinhua reports from Islamabad. -

According to press reports today, the truck
the hashish was stopped while on its way from Peshawar to
Karachi, capital of Sindh Province, after an exchange of fire in
'Lht small hours of Friday.

Monaco, Eritrea seek UN membership:

The tiny principality of Monaco and the
siate of Eritrea requested full UN, membership Frkiny,
reports AP from United Nations.

Monaco currently holds "permanent observer” status at the
United Nations, along with Vatican and Switzeriand.

With an area of 0.58 square mile (1.49 square kilometers)
and a population of 27,000, Menace is one of the world's
smallest countries. In some places, the country stretches only
180 meters (200 yards) inla.nd [rom the Mediterranean.

Eritrea also sent a letter Friday to UN
ing admission, UN spokesman Alex Taukatch said.

Eritreans voted overwhelmingly last month for indepen-
dence in a UN-monitored referendum, after fighting for se-
cession from Ethiopia for three decades.

Silent film actress Philbin dead:

Mary Philbin, a leading lady of silent films who co-starred in
the classic Lon Chaney version of "The Phantom of the
Opera,” is dead at 89, AP from Los

Miss Philbin died May 7 in Huntington Beach, Calif, said
Martha Hernandez, spokeswoman for Calvary Cemetery in
Whittier, where Miss Philbin is entombed. Miss Philbin
md the singer Christine in the 1925 version of “The
e om of the Opera,” the first feature film of the famous

Chaney played the embittered, deformed composer who
falls in love with her. Famous to film fans of the ‘208 as "the
man of a thousand faces,” he fashioned an eerie, skull-like
face for the Phanton.

A Los Times critic in 1990 said that as Ehrht:lne.
Miss Philbin "Throws up a glorfously goofy silent movie
formance almost delirfous in its excess: One moment
the Love Zombic of the Opera; the next, Il'lellhcﬂyitencof
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10 killed, 40 hurt as Afghan jet | ROK students stage
bombs Kabul by mistake

KABUL, May 22: An Afghan
defence ministry jet accidently
dropped three cluster bombs
on a neighbourhood in the old
city of Kabul today, Killing at
least 10 civilians and injuring
40, an oflicial said, reports
AFP.

"The accident occurred be-
cause the jet missed the tar-
get,” Defence Ministry

spokesman General Yunus
Qanooni admitted.

A survivor from the botched
attack said that at 8:30 a.m.
(0400 GMT) a jet "at moderate

altitude” dropped three cluster

bombs on the old city quarter

of Kabul.

The jet was believed to be
attempting a bombing run on a
mountain top position held by

KABUL Afghan children pla}' near a dastrn}red bulldmg of a ahuppmg t:entre at Jada}'l

Maiwand. The shoppi

troops loyal to Defence Minister Ahmad Shah Masood.

forces of the fundamentalist
leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar
despite a ceasefire agreemerit
signed four days ago by
Mujahideen factions.

"The case is under investi-
gation and we hope to ‘give you
a full report after it is com-
pleted,” Qanooni said.

The bombs destroyed about
10 hnuu:u In lhc warren nl' nl

ing centre was destroyed due to fighting between Dostam troops and

—AFP/UNB photo

leys where most of the build-
ings are built of wood and mud
bricks.

Fighting between govern-
ment forces and rival
Mujahideen factions has devas-
tated the city, with around
1,000 people {ﬂkd in the lat-
est round of rocket nnd ar-
tillery exchanges.

Some of those |njur=d
the cluster bombs, whic
break open and scatier smaller
anti-personnel devices, had
fled other areas to escape from
the fighting, which has injured
more than 4,500 in the past
10 days according to the
International Committee for
the Red Cross (ICRC).

Crowding around the debris
of the buildings, a group of
hysterical men and women
cried out anti-Mujahidecn
chants while slapping them-
selves and beating their chests
in mourning.

"Where can we go? Will
someone give us tents?”
sobbed a s woman.

"Even the Russians were
better than these Mujahideen
bastards? They are no different
from the infidels except that
they have long beards,”
moaned a dust-caked man
chutching his wounded son.

The two-year-old boy was
swathed in blood-soaked ban-
dages covering wounds to both
feet, one hand and his head.

the Opera.”

Iraq accused of aiding
[ranian militants

TEHRAN, May 22: Iran will
hold Iraq responsible for
cross-border raids by lranian
militanits based in Iraq, the of-
ficial IRNA news agency re-
ported Friday, citing an official
statement submitied to the
United Nations, reports AP,

In the addressed
to UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Iran’s
mission at the United Nations
accused Iraq of providing
Iranian militants with financial
add and military training.

“The government of the
Islamic Republic views these
aided trans-bordcr military
and sabotage operations with
extreme concern and alarm,”
a member of the mission,
Gholamalt Khosroo, told IRNA.

iraq alone was responsible
*for these violations™ and their
consequences, he said.

He charged that [ranian
rebels “with the financial and
military support of Iraq” had
inflitrated Iran and carried out
attacks against civillan, mili-
tary and oil installations,

iran’'s Deputy Speaker of
Parliament, Hassan Ruhani,
said on Thursday that rebel
fighters had blown up scveral

ofl pipelines in southern lran
recently afier infifitrating from
Iraq. The attackers were cap-
tured.

Ruhani said the cqgymands
were members of the auton-
omy secking Arab national
front and the Iraqg-based
People’'s Mujahedeen, Iran's
main armed opposition group.

North Korea
blasts UN

resolution

TOKYO, May 22: North
Korea lashed out today at a re-
cent UN resolution calling on
the hardline Stalinist country
Lo reverse its decision to with-
draw from the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), re-
ports AFP,

"This is an act
that fully mﬂtwumuu
mission of the UN Security
Council which should serve for
defence of international justice
and peace.” the official journal
Rod Sinmun said

h Korea announced fts
withdrawal from the NPT on
March 12, fuelling fears that
Pyongyang had successfully de-
veloped nuclear bombs.

Guatemalans protest
austerity measures

GUATEMALA CITY, May 22:
More than 10,000 Guatem-

dent demonstrations and other
IS

Real purchasing has
fallen tous under

Angolan peace talks fail

ABIDJAN, May 22: The
Angolan civil war wﬂ] probably
intensify following the failure
Friday of peace talks here after
40 days of negotiations, UN
envoy Margaret Anstee said,
reports AFP,

The collapse of the United
Nations' bid to broker peace
between the Luanda govern-
ment and the UNITA rebels
was "a tragic result” for the
Angolan people, said Anstee,
the special representative of
UN Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali.

She told a news conference
that the war would probably
continue and intensify.

Earlier Anstee had called
the government delegation and
that of the National Unfon for
the Total Independénce of
Angola to an 11th-hour plenary
session in the of meeting
a Friday deadline set by
Boutros-Ghali.

But the session foundered
on a "Single points"™— UNITA's
refusal to withdraw its forces
from the towns it controls,
said Anstee,

The withdrawal was speci-

R

fied in a protocol draw up by
the tmika of foreign powers
involved in the negotiations:
Russia, the United States and
Portugal. It has also been de-

manded by the UN Security
Council.

The government delegation
has accepied the protocol.

The peace talks, which be-
gan here April 12, sought to
bring an end to the fighting
that resumed in Octobér after
UNITA refused to accept it had
lost the previous month's UN
supervised general election.

. The elections were held
under a May 1991 peace
agreement that was supposed
to end 16 years of civil war in
the former Portuguesé colony.

UNITA, which riow controls’

about 70 per cent of Angola,
argued that it would not with-
draw unless government forces
simultaneously returned to
barracks and UN troops were
deployed in Apgola.

Anstee said intensive
diplomacy behind the scenes
over the past 24 hours had
given her hope "until the last

moment” that an agreement
would be struck.

Anstee, who is retiring from
the Angolan position, said she
had a clear conscience and
that the United Nations had
done all it could to reach an

ment. But at the end of
the day, it was for the Angolans
themselves to make peace, she
said.

General Higino Carneiro of
the government delegation
said: "We could have reached a
solution. We tried everything. |
think the intermational com-
munity must now take steps,
bearing in mind who is re-
sponsible for the talks failure.”

UNITA

Valentim u his movement

believed that "The ‘next rotnd

of negotiations will enable us
to reach the final target.”

These talks were the third
to have Joundered since
October. In November the two
sides agreed on a ceasefire in
Namibia, but the truce quickly
broke down. And in January
the negotiators failed to cut a
deal in Addis Ababa.

spokesman Jorge

Venezuelan president
suspended, sent to trial

CARACAS, May 22: Ven-
ezucelan President Carlos An-
dres Perez was suspended
from his post, sent to trial for
corruption and replaced with
an acting head ol state on
Friday in an unprecedented
impeachment process, reports
Reuter.

Senators voted unanimously
to ratify a supreme court ruling
on Thursday that there was
enough evidence to try the un-

Perez, a 70-year-old
survivor of coup attempt and
political bids to oust him, on
charges ol embezzlement and
misuse of public lunds.

"This is a significant blow
against corruption,” Congress
vice president Felipe Montilla
told senators.

Octavio Lepage, the presi-
dent of congress who hll de-
voied halfl a century to politics
with the ruling democratic ac-
tion party, was sworn in as
Acting President of this ofl-ex-
porting nation while lawmak-
ers applauded

lepage, a former leadership
rival of Perez before 1988
elections, said he would hon-
our nll of Venezuela's foreign

commitments and had not yet
considered whether to change
the cabinet.

The prfsidcntlal mh bcnr-

Cnrlnu_-ﬁndm Perez

ing the blue, red and yellow
colours of the nation's lag, was
placed around Lepage as a mil

itary band broke into the na

tional anthem. The sash had to
be altered to fit Lepages
diminutive [rame.

“The president of the re-
public is suspended of his du-
ties,” said the motion that
senators voted to approve.

Lepage, 69, was elected
president of congress in
February for the second time.
He is a ruling party senator
from his home state of
Anzoategul, on Venezuela's
eastern Caribbean coast.

A law graduate, L:Eg:
elected to lh: lower house ol

congress in 1946 but his term
was cut short when the mili-
tary overthrew the government
two years later.

The length of Lepage's
reign remained unclear be-
cause congressmen clashed
over interpretations of consti-
tutional provisions for replac
ing a suspended president.

Lepage says he can remain
in the post for up lo three
months after which, depend-
ing on the status ol the court
case, congress must decide
whether to eleet an interim
president who will lead the na-
tion until a new government

takes power in February.

14 more killed

in Kashmir

violence

NEW DELHI, May 22: Four
Muslim rebels, a border guard
and a soldier were among 14
people killed overnight in
Kashmir as militants enforced
a strike to protest the arrest of
a rebel leader, the Press Trust
of India said today, reports
AFP.

State officials said Srinagar,
the summer capital, .nnd lhr.-
Kashmir valley was ¢
activists of the Al JI}E [thr
Warriors] forced shopkeepers
to down their shutters to con-
demn the arrest of Sheikh
Abdul Aziz on

Aziz was arrested hy Indian

| army troops following a tip-off

in what the authorities de-

scribed as a major setback-to -

the ' sécessiofiist movement in
Kashmir, India's only Muslim
state.
said government of-
fices, banks and post offices
remained closed in response
to the strike call.

A government spokesman
said three rebels the
pro-Pakistan Hizbul Mujahi-
deen were shot dead during a

clash with soldiers in Kupwara

district on Fridl;f

‘Prithvi mducted

into Indian army

NEW DELHI, May 22: India
has inducted its local made
long-range surface-to-surface
missile "Prithvi" into 11 se-
lected corps of its army, a re-

port here said today, reports
Xinhua.

The missile can carty a pay-
load of one tonne and
has a range of 250 kms.

The missile has an onboard
computer to perform inertial
navigation. It can correct its
flight even {f the engines have
burned out.

The system can store a
number of alternative com-
mands to change the i
path so as to evade t
"Patriot” type system missiles
and take on a different target.

This system excels over
other missile sys-
tems and it will not miss the
targets by more than a defer-
ence of 100 metres.

The missile uses a liquid
propellant consisting of 50
percent xylidine and the bal-
ance of triethylamine and ni-
tric acid as used as an oxidiser.

Indian defence first
conceived the idea of develop-
ing a ballistic missile system in
the early eighties.

The first experimental
Mlight named PE-O1 took place

on February.

anti-American rally,
clash with police

SEOUL, May 22: Some
2,000 South Korean dissident
students, proclaiming today '
‘anti-American day”, violently
clashed with thousands of riot
police near a US army head-
quarters here, witnesses said,
reports AFP.

Students from the Korean
All Student Councils
Association (KASCA) chanti
“drive out yankees” batt
their way from a university
campus to a nearby US army
headquarters as riot police
fired volleys of tear gas shell at
them, following an anti-
American day rally held on

campus.
Meanwhile, hundreds of

students burned a US flag,

witnesses said, adding that
some 20 students were injured
as they tried to break through
a line of riot police wielding
balons and shields.

The students also shouted:
“We want an apology.” refer-
ring to a demand for an official
apology from the United States
for its alleged involvement in a
decision to deploy South
Korean troops against student
demonstrators in the 1980
Kwangju massacre, which
lasted eight days and left some
200 pebple dead. :

A KASCA spokesman said
students had also decided to
hold five day sit-in at

Myongdong cathedral in

downtown Seoul from Saturday

to demand punishment for

military generals who allegedly

ordered the massacre at
u.

Last Tuesday, thousands of
students demonstrating for the
arrests of former Presidents
Chun Doo-Hwan and Roh Tae-
Woo, who were also army gen-
erals, violently clashed with
riot police near their private
residences in western Seoul.

President Kim Young-Sam
meanwhile recognized the
Kwangju rebellion as a pro-
democracy movement, but
asked South Koreans to forgive
those responsible for sup-
pressing it and work towards
national reconciliation.

US stalls F-5
- jets sale to
Philippines
MANILA, May 22: The
United States has stalled a

scheduled sale of surplus
South Korean F-5 jets to the

Philippines, local newspapers
reported here today, says AFP.

The deal of the transfer of
the jets was due to be signed
when President Fidel Ramo=
visits South Korea next week

Off the Record

"China wants to sink differences with US

BEWING, May 22: Chinese
leader Jiang Zemin has ap-
pealed to US President Bill
Clinton to avert a clash over
nagging differences. and de-
clared that his country's re
forms were “irreversible”, re-
ports AFP.

in a wider-ranging inter-
view with Cabile News Network
ICNN), Jiang also stressed that
China was not secking to be
come a regional military power
and rejecied as "groundless”
reports of coniinued missiles
sales abroad

Meanwhile, Jiang. who (s
both Communist Party General
Secretary and Head of State,
held out the possibility that
activists jafled after the 1989
Tananmen crackdown
would be if they behaved

Wllh Clinton set to link re-
newal of Betjing's trade privi-
leges to progress in human

is, trade and arms non-
proliferation in just two weeks,
Jiang called for the two coun-
tries to scek common ground
and enhance cooperation.

"The Chincse government
attaches greal importance to
its relation with the United
States,” he said. "As for the
differences, between us, |
think they can be settled
through dialogue. When thay
proves impossible, we can put
them aside for the time being
while seceking common
ground.

"I would Hke to reiterate
that we want to see more mu-
tual conflidence, less trouble,

closer cooperation and no con-
frontation between us. We
hope China and the United

States can work together lo
improve and develop our rela-
tions,” he said.

Despite the strain in Sino-
US ties, Jiang said China's re-
forms were frreversible.

“We are engaged In an un-
dertaking which has never
been tried before,” he said.
“The policy of reform and
opening up ha ined the
support of all the Chinese peo-
ple. It is frreversible.”

It was the first time a se-
nior leader has so unequivo-
cally ruled out tampering with
China's reforms, launched by
Deng in 1978, Fears
ol a hardline backlash have
persisted over the last decade.

On Most Favoured Nation
(MFN) trade status, Jiang
Clinton not to make it a

itical issue.

FN “should not become
at issue. We hope that it will be
settled rly. if MFN is re-
voked, sides will suffer.”
the leader said.

Clinton must decide by
June 3 whether to withdraw,

extend or attach conditions to
China's MFN status,' which
grants the lowest possible tar-
ifis to Chinese imports and
must be reviewed annually un-
der US law.

Clinton has stressed the
need for human rights

MEXICO CITY Dayanara Tm of Puerto Rico wipes

away tear Friday after being crowned Miss Universe 1993

out of a filed of 79 beauty queens from around the world.
—AFP/UNB photo

Singers to attend
gay choral festival

ZURICH: Some 500 male and female singers will gather
here this weekend to take part in European Festival of gay
choral groups, Swiss press reports said, according to AFP.

Twenty groups are taking part in the festival, which began

and fs due to end Sunday with a musical celebration
in Zurich cathedral dedicated to AIDS victims.

Concerts and streel performances are planned for Friday
and Saturday in the Swiss economic capital.

The flestival was organised by the Zurich male choir

Schmaz and the lesbian choir Lechsz.
Casting flowers in river
to protest Yugoslav war

BUDAPEST: Members of the International Human Rights
tion Amnesty International cast wreaths of flowers in

the Tisza river Friday in a prolest against the war in

Yugoslavia, MT] ncws agency reported, says AFP.
The demonstration was held in the southeastern

Hungarian city Szeged by pafticipants in the organisation's
"caravan ol econscience,” trip, whose buses have travelled
through Ireland, Britain, France, Belgium, Germany and
Austria

The trip was initiated ‘by some B0 members of the Irish
section of Amensty International mid-May, and Szeged was
the last site in a chain of amnesty demonstrations staged in
Dublin, Munich, Strasbourg, Brussels and Vienna against tor-
ture and rape in Yugoslavia

Secrctary-General of ﬁmnuti International Plerre Sane
said human rights knew no and that those responsi-

ble for the fighting in Yugoslavia should be brought to justice.

run over by train

WILLINGTON: An 8-year-old girl lay frogzen in terror on
railroad tracks as a freight train over her, missing her
by no more than a foot, reports AP,

"Don't tell Mom,” were Nicole Bernier's first words to her
brother when she got up screaming and

Her only injuries were the bruises she when she
fell trying to get out of the way of the 12-car train Sunday

, sald she tripped
of She remembers litthe
of the moments when the train pnncd over her and thinks

twice



