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Election in Cambodia

Cambodia goes to the six-day UN-supervised
election, beginning today. under ominous clouds
of in-fighting and threats of violence. The uncer-
tainties are so pronounced that the United
Nations authorities in Phnom Penh would have
plenty of justification to put it ofl. But, despite all
the risks involved, they have done well in going
ahead with the exercise — at the time of writing
— to give the strife-torn country its first multi-
party elections in two decades.

As the international community, especially the
UN agencies, have known for past several
months, the threat to the election stems from
the Khmer Rouge, one of the four factions which
had signed the accord in 1991 to end the 13-year
war and to put the country on the road to stability
and peace. Despile moderation exercised
China on this gnilitant faction, responsible for the
genocide in the seventies, the bonafides of
guerillas had never been established. Hence, the
plea was heard again and again from various quar-
ters that the Khmer Rouge should be f{irst banned
and miklitarily crushed before the accord for the
election was put into effect. The plea was re-
jected partly at the prompting of Beijing which
had always backed the Khmer Rouge and partly
because it seemed better to involve the faction in
an open multiparty poll than to drive it under-
ground as a threat to a constitutional government
in Phnom Penh.

The expectations of the United Nations have
been dashed by the events of the past weeks.
Khmer Rouge forces have launched attacks on
several government posts, communication links
and civilian homes. Ordinary citizens have been
buying arms for their protection and hoarding
food. It is said that even UN personnel who have
sent their families out of the country have been
purchasing all kinds of weapons for their per-
sonal salety.

At this stage, it would be absurd to talk of
Cambodia having a peaceful election, when even
the UN oflicials have been predicting possible at-
tacks on polling stations. Then, one may ask,
what can the strife-torn country gain out of this
exercise?

The real hope lies in the election producing
some kind of a constitutional democratically-
elected government in Phnom Penh. Whether any
single faction will win a workable majority to set
up a viable administration remains to be seen.
However, there are prospects that the Vietnam-
backed Hun Sen group could well come out the
winner, but without the necessary strength to
fight the threat posed by Khmer Rouge from its
armed bases. Ideally, all three anti-Khmer Rouge
groupings should co-operate among themselves
to ensure stability to the country. Meanwhile, the
international community, especially China, should
put pressure on Khmer Rouge to discard its mili-
tant tactics as well as out-dated
tions and join other [z
tion of the country. ™"

Countries in Southeast Asia and several tradi-
tional donor countries, especially Japan, are set
for providing all possible assistance to Cambodia
to stand on its own feet again. A country with a

relatively small population but vast natural re-

sources, this former Indo-China state has all the
potential to reemerge as a moderately prosperous
nation, taking care of the basic needs of its im-
poverished people. Cambodia cannot let this op-
portunity fall by the wayside and go by default.

The election beginning today offers Cambodia
this unique chance of starting a new journey.
However difficult it may be, it is still opening a
fresh chapter, one of some hope and promise; in
the turbulent history of the country.

A Reprieve for Our
Scholars Abroad

The disintegration of the Soviet Union meant
many things to so many people. To the west the
fall of such a rival, em the test ever
threat to the acquisitive competitive western way
of life as it did, — without needing a s
be fired, was verily a miracle. But to foreign stu-
dents studying in Russia and the other states that
now constitute the CIS, the event proved some-
what less ecstatic. All of them, particularly the
hundreds of Bangladeshi ones, were suddenly
marooned in more ways than one.

At the end of unsparing efforts made by
Bangladesh during the past many months Russia
has agreed lo care [or the Bangladesh students

now studying there. And a philanthropic outfit of
the OIC has also come forward to fend for the
other scholars from our country studying in the

CIS states other than Russia. There hasn't been a
comparable success in Bangladesh's diplomatic
performance for a long time. We congratulate
those thatl persevered with the initiative to such a
satisfactory end and also the scholars for their
turn of good luck.

We have reasons to compliment the govern-
ment over this otherwise normal conduct of rou-
tine affairs. Bangladesh nationals living abroad and
our diplomatic missions there are, as a rule, an
anathema to each other. It is very difficult to ap-
preciate why at all there are these hyper-expen-
sive missions in those costliest cities of London,
Washington, Tokyo eic if they do not care for our
citizens working there. But the indifference, if
not outright hatred, is mutual and is returned
measure for measure by the Bangladesh nationals
living abroad. The CIS students episode stranglz
shows that both the sides should cultivate eac
other more to the benefit of both.

But then the missions should do a little bit
more, especially when it involves students. Qur
experience of students behaviour studying at the
expense of host countries, speci of the former
Soviet Union, hasn't been quite delightful. It was
long felt that our students were badly in need of

ood monitoring at the level of our missions
ere.

In the changed circumstances, once our stu-
dents in CIS have got such a miracle of a re-
prieve, the two points should always be taken
care of. The missions and the students must
come closer and the students' conduct must be
monitored more closely. Otherwise the lease of
life could very well prove undeserved and

meaningless.

ions in the reconstruc- . |
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Defining the Agenda for Human Rights in Bangladesh

by Hameeda Hossain

HE UN Ceonference on

Human Rights is to be

held in Vienna this
June. Com 25 years after
the first meeting in Tehran,
this conference is likely to
become a battlefield, both
between states and between
governments and people, to
determine minimum human
rights standards. It is crucial,
today, to recognise the Indi-
visibility of human rights so
that individually and collec-
tively we can work against en-
croaching violations in our

lives.
The two International
Human Rights Covenants, one

on Civil and Political Rights
and the other on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights,
have yet to be ratified by all
states. Divisions will in all
probability revolve around dif-
fering priorities regarding sets
of rights and the means for
their protection and promo-
tfon. Any controversies oyer
the principles of human rights
and the means for their pro-
motion and protection In
terms of North South di-
chotomies would be an invalid
interpretation. Torture is tor-
ture no matter in which part of
the globe, which system of
government or under which
culture it is perpetrated.

Settin,’ Standards for
Human Rig...c

Minimum standards for civil
and political rights are essen-
tial for popular participation in
democratic governance. In
essence these rights protect
freedom of indtviduals and
groups to free expression and
association. They are secen as
essential for a responsive and
open system of governance,
just as they are for peoplc's
unfettered participation in the
political process.

Some states argue that in
developing societies the pro-
tection civil and political

rights is secondary to the at-
tainment of economic, social
and cultural rights. In the
Asian Regional Meeting held in
Bangkok in March, several
states questioned the univer-
sality of human rights, arguing
instead for differential stan-
dards based on “cultural speci-
ficity and religious tradition”.
This would tmply the perpetu-
ation of inequalities on
grounds of past inheritance,
and could only serve to legit-
imise discrimination on the
basis of ethnicity, gender, reli-
gion. For instance it could
justify or condone punish-
ments involving physical muti-
lation, such as amputation ol a

man's hands or stoning a
WOITIAN.

This argument could justify
a negation of basic Individual
freedoms of expression or as-
sociation in the interest of
economiic development. Thus
state violations through for ex
ample, preventive detention,
on grounds of sovereignty, na-
tional unity, economic growth
or structural adjustment poli-
cies. Understandably this po-
sition has created an appre-
hension amongst the peoples
of Asta of the likely use of au
thorftartan and coercive action.

It should be remembered that
many of these countries,
claiming ifmmunity against
application of human rights
standards, justified their
struggle against colonial subor-
dination by these abiding
principles, The move towards
democratisation in most paris
of the world should raise the
level of consensus, rather than

Umit it.

In their statement the Asian
states supported the right lo
development. They gave guar-
antees for the equal participa-
tion of women in the political,
social, economic and cultural
concerns of society, and the
eradication of all forms of dis-
crimination and of gender
based violence. They also al-

Parliament Roundup

firmed the rights of children,
indigenous communities, rcli
gious minorities and migranits.
Thesc rights cannot be subject
to revisions and any olher

grounds.
Implementation of Rights

The second controversy is
likely to rage over the means
of protection and promotion of
human rights. The state's re-
sponsibility to maintain stan-
dards within fts own territory
cannot be denied; but in the
absence of agreed standards,
where mments have yet (o
become truly accountable and
transparent, their impartiality
cannot to ensured in monitor-
ing their own transgressions,
Sovereignty cannot be used as
an excuse to im controls
which can undermine both the
practice of human rights and
democratic values.

Therefore ({nternational
mediatory instruments become
necessary in cases of state vio-

lations. The North would like .

to enforce compliance through
an aid conditionality. Although
in principle this leverage is
suggesied to moderate authori-
tartan actions of the stalc,
there is a fear that it could be-
come a weapon to be used se-
lectively against those who re-
sist conformity with the "New
World Order”. To prevent arbi-
trary action by power{ul states,
a stronger systern for UN
monitoring of human rights
needs to be put into placc and
the UN itsell requires demo-
cratisation. In this respect the
reccommendations for a UN
Commissioner fu: Human
Rights, (including p-rtirulsr
terms (o monilor g.na.i
violations), would be in order,
But to ensure freedom of
action, inequalitics within the
UN system need to be
climinated by the removal of
velo powers. This would en-
sure the compliance with
minimum standards, irrespec-

tive of how rich or powerful a
slale may be.

The Case for Bangladesh

To create a climate for the
practice of human rights in
Bangladesh, it is necessary to
move beyond a notional affir
mation of principle. Positive
actions need lo taken to
remove obstacles to the pro-
motion of human rights.
Particular practices and insti-
tutions which may threaten
the upholding of human rights
and democratic process need
to be recognised.

. Political rights derive
from the pri of civil soct
ety. Erosion of fundamental
rights by the appropriation of
exira-constitutional powers in
the last 46 years has made the
people of Bangladesh all too
aware of the processes which
subvert democratic proce-
dures. A key threal comes
from militarisation, and its po-
tential for disrupting institu-
tions. Not only i{s this done by
the direct seizure of power,
but by budgctary diversion of
resources for defence, which
deprive the people of their
right to enjoy their own re-
sources. The military has been
propitiated by Increasing in-
jections of budgetary and aid
outlays from Tk 2.70 billion in
1980/81 to Tk 12.79 billlon In
1989 /90 (This is exclusive of
funds funnelled through sub-
sidised for sales, education,
health and other ministries)
None of this is subject to pub-
lic scrutiny, and yet it is an ob-
vious case for an unbalanced

* development and unjust distri-

bution of resources.

The imposition of nattonal

urity laws which have
croded human rights, such as
the Special Powers Act (1974]
and the Suppression of Terro-
rism Act (1992), as mecha-
nisms ol state control have
again eroded basic political
rights essential to a plural
system of government.

2 Economic rights, fun
damental o the well being of
the whole seciety., cannot be
selcctive. A fundamental

right
to life, which subsu
right Lo shelter, 'ﬁ. .'ﬁ

food., embedded In the funda-
mental principles of the con-
stitution, has yet to be exer-
cised or even recognised iIn
our Plans Instead, economic
growth, exacerbated by the
demands of the structural ad-
justment programme places an
unequal burden on the poor
and on women. World Bank
and IMF conditionalities re-
strict the rights of workers
guaranteed by the ILO Conven-
tions and by our own
Constitution.

3. Cultural ts are cons-
trained by encroachments
upon the freedom of expres
ston. Thus control over the
public media and financial ma-
nipulation of the press are
familiar methods used to en
force conformity in the media.
Controls can also be imposed
by homogenising the education
system in such a way that
rights of all communities are
not equally recognised. Ethnic
communities are particularly
threatened by the non-recog-
nition of their separate cul-

tures ad languages.

4. Women's rights are
denied by customary practices
and religious laws. Resulting
discrimination deprives them
of economic benefits and soctal
recognition. Increasing vio-
lence against women, encour-
aged both within the public
and the domestic sphere, by
wars, trafficking prostitution
and religious discrimination, is
a glaring violation of human
rights.

It is not in the interest of
democracy or for that matter
in the interest of a populdrly
elecled government to perpet-
uate inherited powers of ag-
grandizement to control the
people, or to justify denial of

human rights on grounds of
national interest or cultural

spectficity. There is under-

cralic governmment, it

The Human Rights Charter
and its Covenants are impor-
tant for standard setting As we
emerge from a long night of
military rule. it is particular
1mp-urgnt for the mr-..rnnmrl?:
of Bangladesh to manifest its
commitment by signing the
two covenants In so doing, we,
as a national can assert our
belief in the indviaibility of our
rights, to life and livelihood, to
freedom of expression and as-
sociation, to the equality of
women and men, and of ethnic
and religious groups. This can
be the basis for evolving a
democratic process

In compliance with this
commiiment it should with-
draw its reservations to the
UN Convention on the Elimi-
nation of Discrimination
against Women, implement
constitutional guarantees of
gender equality in both the
public and private sphere;
other Instruments for the
protection of religious and
ethnic minorities (where they
do not conflict with individual
rights), for worker's and chil-
dren’'s rights need to be Lrans-
lated from the statute books
into direct, positive action.
Only a genuine adherence 1o
the spirit ol the charter can
ensure the basis of an cquital I«
and non-coercive scctal <ys
tem.

Do the Politicians have the Right to Mislead Future Generations?

by Nurul Kabir

ANDITA Kripalani, a gr-

and daughter of Rabin-

dranath and rel-
ation of well known Indian
politician Achariya J B
Krips once in a letter to
her father in 1949, expressed
surprise over one of her
interesting observations that
some parliamentarians had
developed the habit of snoring
while they went to bed at
night, . .

Had Nandita been in the
city in the second week of this
month, she would certainly
have written another letter to
somebody expressing her
sheer shock over the fact that
some members of Bangladesh
Jatiya Sangsad (JS) had devel-
oped the tendency of exchang-
ing abuses on the floor!

Yes, we are talking about
the last session of the coun-

nt which
May 13, five
days after its opening on 9th
this month. .

During the five-day session,
the Treasury benchers and the

(AL) led Opposition bench ex-
changed filthy words, accused
each other of undermining
parliament by making false
statement in the Housc,
blamed each other for showing
indifference towards the
problems of common people
and had unscheduled debates

for hours on whether the
Treasury bench or the

position was more keen to
discuss issues aflecting na-
tional interests. =

Both the benches, however,
did not raise any issue that in-
volves practical life of the peo-
ple in House.

So debates — we should
rather say quarrels — were
there, but remedies to real
problems remained elusive.

To be more precise, the
first three sittings of the five-
day scssion were spent mostly
on the unscheduled debate
over the Nirmul Committee
movement,

The Nirmul Committee

have been struggling for the
trial of Golam Azam, chief of

Bangladesh, as a war criminal.
Golam Azam, along with some
other politiclans, actively op-
posed ths nation’'s war of in-
dependence in 1971 and took
side of the Pakistani occupa-

Bangladesh Natfonalist Party
were now deba over the
ways of trying Golam Azam, but
surprisingly none of them had
m‘Er gone to the court of law
to lodge a specific charge of
crime against the Jamaat chiel.

If some one links the AL-
BNP reluctance to go to the
court on the issue with the fact
that the former party allowed
the collaborators of the Pak-
occupation army to go virtually
untried immediately after the
country’'s independence and
the latter eventually paved the
way for their political revival,
he/she is left with no option

___I-_——I-I-i_—-—.-""_'-n-_-—-

members of the Awami League the Jamaat-e-lslami but to consider the three-day
‘_-___-____.-:_z.;__;:.:_-.. —_———
a ripple. nately, very little patronage is

Sir. Various news and
commentaries concerning the
recent devastating fire in a
Thai factory should worry our
local authorities. They better
take measures now on the ba-
sis of lesson learned from that
tragedy. A news item in your
paper of 16th May reveals that
the chief of AFL-CIO (US labour
org tion) is demanding the
US buyers of that Thai manu-
facturer to share the liabilities.
it will not be surprising if a
Senator comes up with a pro-
posal for restricting import
from countries with poor in-
dustrial safety record.

Condition in the garment
industries in our country is no
better than that in similar Thai
establishments. There are legal
compulsions and law-enforcing
authorities here as they are in
that country. | can imagine a
factory inspector visiting a fac-
tory in Bangkok, exchanging
pleasantries with the owner
and lining his pocket to ignore
"minor irregularities”. And if a
simpleton official feels like do-
ing his bit of job, he is possibly
suggested by a "high-up” to

forget about {t. Are things
much different here?
M A Haq
Green Road, Dhaka

Noor Jahans and

Shabe Mehers

Sir, Government is a trust

and the officers of the

Government are trustees; and
both the trust and the trustees
are created for the benefit of
the people,” said Henry Clay,
the American statesman.

A couple of days back, once
more a blood curdling event
had taken place in a remote
village in Faridpur. A couple of
months ago, Noor Jahan of
Sylhet was stoned to death, on
a false charge of adultery. At
that time there was a hue and
cry. This time there was hardly

In the first case, the
Bangladesh Mohila Parishad
went to the site of the inci-
dent; this time it was limited
to the passing of a resolution.

Is it not the very first duty
of the Government, as trustee,
to safeguard the life of its cit-
zens, as enjoined in the
covenant?

The heavily armed Serbs of
Bosnia are murdering thou-
sands of unarmed Muslims and
it has attracted our compas-
sion. Barbaric killings are tak-
ing place in many parts of the
country — men, women and
children; but the women are
brutalized the most. Cannot
the trustees rise to the occa-
sion, and call a spade, a spade?
All other duties of the
Government come later, after
providing safety and security to
all its citizens. The situation as
stated here cannot be changed
unless we ourselves change.

The other shame that we
face now is the 'export’ of our
young daughters to neighbour-
ing countries/the Middle East.

The salvation of our women-
folk lies on their empower-
ment through education and
employment in real terms as
also in our policy thrusts and
its true implementation. The
rate of literacy of women is
less than half of that of men.
Special efforts are needed for
raising the educational level of
women. The best investment,
and the highest return, ac-
cording to the many social
thinkers, is the empowerment
of our womenfolk, through ed-
ucation and employment.

Shahabuddin Mahtab
Siddheswarl Road, Dhaka

Technology confined
in Ganabhaban

Sir, Lot 1s spoken in meet-
ings and seminars on the ways
and means of improving the
fate of the downtrodden
masses by the application of
local technology but, unfortu-

available for the implementa-
tion of locally innovated tech-
nology to benefit the people.

With a view to increasing
the productivity in the hand-
loom sector and per capita in-
come of the weavers, | inno-
vated a a "Multi-Bobbin Charka"
in 1984. At first | approached
the Bangladesh Handloom
Board for transfer of technol-
ogy. The then authority of the
Board appreciated the innova-
tion but did not come forward
for its implementation.

I finally donated the Charka
for the welfare of the hand-
loom weavers through the then
Prime Minister of the govern-
ment on 4 November, 1989,

Unfortunately, after a long

of two years, on 19
November '81, | came to know
that the "Multi-Bobbin Charka"
was kept packed-up in a room
in Ganabhaban.

On 4th December 1991, 1
appealed to the rmment to
hand over the Multi-Bobbin
Charka to B sh Hand-
loom Board which is closely
associated with the handloom
industry. The Principal
Secretary asked for some info-
rmation which | accordingly
submitted on 7.7.92.

In August '92, on my query
about the fate of the "Multi-
Bobbin Charka" to Mr Shawkat
Ali, the relevant Director of
the Office of the Honourable
Prime Minister, | was told that
the matter was forwarded to
the Ministry of Textile and |
would be in as soon as a
response came from the afore-
said ministry.

Will some one please tell
me when this response will
reach me and for how many
more years will my hard-won
"Multi-Bobbin Charka” be kept
confined in that small room of
Ganabhaban?

Karmaphuli Rayon and Chem-
icals,

Chandraghona

L

debale a
rhetoric.
None of the AL and BNP
then appeared to be serfous
about the trial of Golam Azam
and their frequent show on the
issue seemed only to be strate-
gic gestures to a the

r generation willing to
m local cronies of the
Pakistan army thal conducted
the genocide in the country in
1971.

The last show of the politi-
cians on the Golam Azam issuc,
however, cost about Tk 30 lac
of the public exchequer.
According to a statistics pro-
vided in the House by its
deputy leader Professor
Badruddoza Chowdhury, every
sitting of parliament costs
about Tk 10 lac.

During the three-day quar-
rels on the Nirmul Committee
issue, the House could not

ick up any legislative business
or consideration although the
‘order of the day' of all the
three sittings included law
making on its agenda.

However, four bills which
were promulgated in the form
of ordinances earlier could
somehow managed to get in-
troduced in the House on the
fourth day.

Failing to attract attention

mere political

of the legislators, all the four
bills are now waiting to be dis-
cussed about in the next ses-
ston of parliament.

The members of both
benches — Treasury and
Opposition — spent the last
two sittings of the session on
accusing each other of ignor-
ing people's interests but,
ironically, they did not pay
heed to the problems of the
industrial workers who were
on a coun e 72-hour gen-
eral strike during the session
to press implementation of an
accord signed with the gov-
ernment much earlier.

The last sesston, however,
was an exceptional one in the
sense that for the first time in
Bangladesh a parliament could
succeed to meet for the ninth
time. No parliament in the
past could survive up to more
than eight sessions, mostly for
the military interventfon. But
members of parliament, how-
ever, failed to bchave exccp-
tionally, especially in terms of
going by the rules of procedure
of parliament.

MPs who submitted notices,
according to rules, for discus-
sions on different issues in the
House did not get chance to
deliberate on the problems as
some 'influential’ MPs dis-
cussed many issues without
giving prior notices.

When legislators {ail to
show honour to the rule made
by themselves, they can nei-
ther expect nor preach others
to uphold their 'rule of law’ in
the country.

The MPs violated rules by
not only indulging in unsched-
uled debates, a scuffle-like sit-
uation also erupted in a corner
of the House when two mem-
bers of the Jatiya Party and the
BNFP were engaged in a dispute
and later an AL member
rushed to the spot to interfere,
during the session.

Nandita Devi was not in the
city to pass a comment on the
incident, but Arani Anirban, a
five year old baby who wit-
nessed the scenario on the
television screen, remarked:
"They quarrel, they are bad
people.”

Arani, however, does not
know that the last session of
parliament also witnessed the
politiclans accusing each other
of falsehood and of killing own
party activists for the sake of
"political benefits".

Il the baby comes to know
about this in future, we cannot
expect him to have conviction
for the saying: Politics is the
highest form of art.

Now the question remains,
do the politiclans of the day
have any right to  qigslead

o~

OPINION

The other day, our honour-
able Prime Minister has said
that she does not believe that
we lack talents. Certainly, we
do have talents. But what we
are lacking in is the methods
of developing talents, better
say, creative talents. Even, we
do not have any clear idea
about the number of potential
talents in Bangladesh. Let us
see, where do we stand re-
garding the potentially tal-
ented people in our country.
One mark of a talented man is
that he possesses a high 1Q
fan IQ of 120 and above). Let
us now try to calculate the
number of persons possessing

a population of 12,00,00,000
(twelve crore).

1. According to the spe-
cialists, 50 per cent of any
population possess IQ be-
tween 90 and 110. This means
that - we have about
6,00,00,000 (six crore) people

falling under this range of I1Q.
These people certainly have

considered as intelligent by
other people. They are the
people of average intelligence.

any population possess IQ
between 110 and 120. This
means that we have about
1,74,00,000 (one crore and
seventy-four lac) people falling
under this range of 1Q. These
people are usually considered
as intelligent by other people.
They are above the average
people in intelligence. But still
they are not considered as tal-
ents.

3. About seven per cent
of any population possess IQ
between 120 and 130.

According to this calculation,

\:rt have about B84,00.000

a high IQ in Bangladesh, having

intelligence, but usually are not

2. About 14.5 per cent of

Talents

(eighty-four lac) people having
superior intelligence. They are
the first group of our talents.

(In Bangla we can call them
'Medhabi’).

4. About three per cent
of any population possess 1Q
between 130 and 140. This
means that we have, in
Bangladesh, about 386,00,000
(thirty-six lac) people having
very superior Iintelligence.
They are the second group of
our talents higher in ranks (In
Bangla we can call them
'Protibhaban).

5. While calculating the
number of intelligent people In
our country we can go one
more step high. According to
the specialists, only 0.5 per
cent ( i.e. only one in two hun-
dred) of any population pos-
sess I1Q of 140 and above.
People falling under such a
range of very high 1Q are con-
sidered as 'genius’. And we
have in Bangladesh about
6,00,000 (six lac) of them!
They are the third group of our
talents. They are the most
significant group. The people
belonging to this group, ff
nursed well, can take a country
to any level of development.
(Albert Einstein is an example
of a genius).

From the above estimates, it
can be said that in Bangladesh
we have about 3,00,00,000
(three crore) intelligent per-
sons, out of which 1,20,00,000
(one crore and twenty lac) can
be considered as general tal
ents and 6,00,000 (six lac) as
geniuses, These [igures can
well be compared to the total
populatioh of many developed
countries. But, despite such a

our future generations?

big wealth of talents and ge-
niuses, the most unfortunate
fact is that ours is the rest
country of the world! Why this
is so? Let us think over it.
Actually this may be because
we have miserably failed in
several Trespects, We have
failed to identify our poten-
tially talented people, and we
have also failed to develop
them as working talents. Mere
identification is not enough.
Persons who are potential tal-
ents must be nursed and de-
veloped. Here we are to say
that another unfortunate fact is
that our education system is
such that is cannot convert our
potential talents into working
talents. Our so-called examina-
tion system can only show
some students as making good
results. But it is a fact that our

students are not neces-
sarily good talents, and our
best students are not neces-
sarily best talents.
Unfortunately, many of our tal-
ents remain unknown and
blush unseen. And of course, a
few fortunate ones manage to
escape to the lands of afflu-
ence. Because of this, we find
in our society that in many
cases the pseudo-talents are
making plans and taking deci-
sions in many significant na-
tional issues. The result is a
sad failure in our national de-
velopment.

[t 18 high time that we
should identify our potential
talents and try to develop
them as creative ones. There is
less significance (n feeling
complacence by saying that we
do have talents.

M Abdur Rasul

NAEM Staff Quarters,
DhanmandlL, lMy




