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Regional Weeklies Pitted against |*

Overwhelming Odds

by Tawfiq Aziz Khan

They all came from the four corners of the
country. The editors of the regional weekly
newspapers were not forgotten by the Press
Institute of Bangladesh (P B), despite its more

pressing preoccu-
pation with other
urbane matters.
These editors are
attending a 10-day
“training course” on
various aspecis of
ublication of wee-
tly newspapers .{n
their respective are-
as. This elite band
from far-lung dis-
tricts is a new breed

which covers all that happens there and the
storfes are sent by their correspondents, who
in many cases happen to be the editor of a re-
gional weekly.
' The Dhaka-based
wecklies are defin-

a;ﬁ! N
NN % itcly superor to the
: Wrcginnal ones in

e every respect and

they can very well
m compete with local
b weeklies by beating
7 their datelines,
Their attractive get-
up, computer and
I'TS compose, mul-
ti-colour offset and

#4"

of journalists-cum- R sheetfed printing,
entrepreneurs, the Wﬁaﬁ & machine binding
member of which is e and above all the
ever Increasing. high quality of rea-

Looking back, it is |

hard to believe that we had such a large
fraternity spread all over ‘his country even 20
ycars ago.

Some of them may have nurtured a dream
to become an editor, some may have started a
newspaper because they had a printing press,
some may have been lured into the [ield by
friends and admirers who had convinced them
of the power and influerce that go with the
post of an editor. Maybe, some of them were
rich enough to join the fraternity even il they
knew their investments may not at all give any
returns.

But there are ofcourse those who wanted to
take up journalism as a profession charged
with the zeal to do something good for society.

In h where sarvival of even many
daily newspapers published from the biggest
and richest city is at stake, the weekly news-

of districts are possibly the last straw
< the camel's back. It may sound pretty dis-
mal but one cannot ignore this practical as-
pect. In spite of the fact that we are a poor
cudningy, the | ment in road communi-
cation, in places, 18 amazing. Who could think
that penple  from Tekr of oruld visit Tetulia by
road even 1B years back? Did the newspapers
of Dhaka ever had a chance of reaching
Barguna or Jhalokathi without the help of
riverine transport? The road network has
made it for Dhaka-based newspapers
and periodicals easier lo reach their readers
in places of great distance and at the same
time made it difficult for regional newspapers
to compete and survive. Every daily newspaper
of Dhaka has a regular page for district ncws

ding materials and
photographs makc the regional papers look
like graffitis drawn by immature hands. The
subscribing capacily, the rate of literacy and
above all the habil of rcading of the pecople
who can afford to buy more than one
newspaper are also to be taken into
consideration. Today's information explosion,
the expansion ol satellite and cable TV net-
work have made news gathering easier than
before particularly for the big city publications.
Since they have a much wider readership than
their mofussil counterparts, the bulk of the ad-
vertisements — either private or government,
is released to this compeicnt and aggres=ive
printing medium.

And without these two main sources of rev-
enue, circulation and advertisement, no news-
paper can survive. Unfortunately, for regional
weeklies, they cannot even lay a claim on pub-
lic money becausc they cannot stand in com-
petition with the ly-circulated papers.

With about a hundred daily news and

papers
around 1200 wecklies and periodicals forming

a gang eligible for a share of the public money
distribu in the form of government adver-
tisement, the rcgional wecklies have a very
slender chance of staking even a feeble claim
to their favour.

It is a bleak picture no doubt for the re-
gional weeklies. For their survival they have to
innovate new idcas for better production,
greater circulation and improved advertise-
ment.

This is a tall order no doubt. They must try
to achieve this il they want to sec light at the
end of the long, dark tunnel.
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Pahari Chhatra Parishad brought out a procession in the
city yesterday in observance of its fourth founding

anniversary.

— Star photo

Biswas for turning
masses 1mmto resource

A 13-member delegation of
teachers and students of the
Institute of Social Wellare and
Research of Dhaka University
called on President Abdur
Rahman Biswas yesterday and
apprised him of their pro-
posed study tour of SAARC
countries and their research
activity, reports UNB.

Hosnea = Xamal, Director of
# o0 T ale, led the delega-
tion which met with the
President at Bangabhaban.

During discussion, Presi-
dent Biswas stressed the need
for tuming the vast population
of the country into resource by
means of proper education and
technical training,

For achieving the goal of so-

cial welfare, the literacy rate
should be raiscd, DBiswas said,
adding the educaled section
should render valuable service
to ensure well-being of com-
monman.

He said practical learning
could help people contribute
to nation building activity. The
available resources should be
utilised for bringing about
rapid ehanges in all aspects of
society through research-ori-
ented activities.

The President said through
integrated programmes,
SAARC nations could con-
tribute substantially to the
well-being of millions of un-
derprivileged in the region
and change their socio-eco-
nomic condition.

Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Mian yesterday
said the government had made
maximum allocation for the
education sector and would in-
crease the level in future to
ensure education for all by the
year 2000, reports BSS.

“The present democrati-
cally elected government is
determined to see that no ont

remain uneducaled in the
country,” he told a grand rally
of teachers, guardians and stu-
dents of Kakoli High School of
the city at a community centre
here.

State Minister for Edu-
cation Principal Eunus Khan,
Deputy Minister for Health and
Family Welfare Sirajul Hug,
Amanullah Chowdhury MP,
eminent journalist Gias Kamal

Works Minister assures raising
allocation for education

Choudhury, Principal of the
school and Secretary of the
newly elected governing body
Khaleda Habib and Vice

Chatrman Qamrul Alam Kabir
also spoke on the occasion.
Khan E-E-Alam Khan,
Chairman of the newly elected
governing body was in the
chair at the function which
was followed by a colourful
musical goiree

l

Bailey bridge to be built
on river Shibu: Aminul

RAJSHAHI, May 22: State
Minister for Law and Justice
Barrister Aminul Haq has said
the BNP mment laid ut-
most emp iz in construriing
roads and bridges to improve
the communication system,
reporis BSS.

He was addressing a gather-
ing at Chowbaria Malshira High
School ground under Tanore
thana of the district yesterday.

Poinling to the various
problems of Chowbaria Hal,
one of important business cen-
tres of the area. He sald, all
problems would be soclved in
phases soon. He mentioned
that construction of 12 Kkilo-
metre metalled road from the
hat to Tanore thana headquar-

Development Project-7 Michel
James and member of RDA
Shish Mohammad accompa-
phed him during the visit.

The State Minister also vis-
ited re-excavation work of
Karimpur-Moyenpur canal.
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Balsara Presents Abdush Shakoor

Accompanying Voice : Susmita Goswa
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ters had already been started |
and a Bailey bridge would be
constructed on river Shibu by
the side of the hat. |
Earlier Haq visited various
| ongoing development work al
Tanore and Godagary thana.
Engineering Adviser of | |
LGRIDY Kamrul Islam Siddiquc,
Adviser of local Rurul
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State Minister for Civil Aviation and Tourism Abdul Mannan supervising the salvage e
operation of the DC-10 aircraft of the Biman Bangladesh Airlines at the ZIA yesterday.
Chairman. Civil Aviation Author ty of Bangladesh (CAAB) seen on his left. — Star photo
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Rise in temperature likely

By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast valid for the next 24 hours commencing
6 am today (Sunday) says rain or thuncershowers accompa |
nied by temporary gusty wind may occur at one or two places
over the Rajshahi division and the regions of Jessore and
Sylhet while weather is likely to remain mainly dry elsewhere
over the country

The Met office forecasts, day temperature is likely 1o rise
by one to two degree Celsius over the country - B

The country s highest 35 8 degree Celsfus was recorded in - - %3 | A BHARDOR
Satkhira yesterday (Saturday) and the lowest 21.3 degree was L b - -
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